NA RULES

Acting chairpersons 
145. (1) If the chairperson of a subcommittee is absent or unable to perform the functions of chairperson, the subcommittee may elect another of its members as acting chairperson.

(2) An acting chairperson performs the functions and may exercise the powers of 

the chairperson.

Meetings 
146. (1) Subcommittees meet whenever necessary and as determined in accordance with these Rules and the decisions, directives and guidelines of the Programme Committee.

(2) A meeting of a subcommittee may be called in terms of Subrule (1) by —

(a) the chairperson of the subcommittee; 

(b) the parent committee; or

(c) the chairperson of the parent committee.

Matters relating to quorum 
147. A subcommittee may proceed with business irrespective of the number of members present. 

Decisions
148. (1) A question before a subcommittee is decided by consensus.

(2) If consensus cannot be reached all views in the subcommittee on the question 

must be reported to the parent committee.

General powers 
149. A subcommittee has the powers listed in Rule 138 only when assigned to it in terms of these Rules or by a resolution of the Assembly.

Part 4: Rules applicable to both committees and subcommittees generally

Application of this Part
150. The provisions of this Part apply to all committees and subcommittees established by or in terms of these Rules except in so far as any of these provisions is inconsistent with —

(a) another provision of these Rules applicable in a specific case; or

(b) a resolution of the Assembly.

Persons appearing before committees
151. Any person, including counsel and attorneys, appearing before a committee or subcommittee must observe the directions and conform to the procedures determined by the chairperson of the committee or subcommittee.

Admission of the public
152. (1) Meetings of committees and subcommittees are open to the public, including the media, and the member presiding may not exclude the public, including the media, from the meeting, except when — 

(a) legislation, these Rules or resolutions of the Assembly provide for the committee or subcommittee to meet in closed session; or

(b) the committee or subcommittee is considering a matter which is —

(i) of a private nature that is prejudicial to a particular person;

(ii) protected under parliamentary privilege, or for any other reason privileged in terms of the law;

(iii) confidential in terms of legislation; or

(iv) of such a nature that its confidential treatment is for any other reason reasonable and justifiable in an open and democratic society.

(2) A decision in terms of Subrule (1) to exclude the public must be taken 

by the committee or subcommittee concerned, provided that the chairperson of the committee or subcommittee may at any time —

(a) before the start of the meeting Rule that the meeting must take place in closed session, but the committee or subcommittee may at any time after the start of the meeting open the meeting; or

(b) close the meeting for a decision by the committee or subcommittee whether the matter should be considered in closed session. 
(3) The Speaker must —

(a) set aside places for the public in the committee rooms; and

(b) determine the entrances and routes through which the public can obtain access to these places.

(4) The Speaker may take reasonable measures —

(a) to regulate public access, including access of the media, to the committees and subcommittees; 

(b) to prevent and control misconduct of the public in committee rooms; and

(c) to provide for the searching of any person, including that person's vehicle or other property in that person's possession, and, where appropriate, the refusal of entry to, or the removal of any person.

Presence of other Assembly members 
153. (1) A member of the Assembly who is not a member of the committee or subcommittee may be present at a meeting of the committee or subcommittee.

(2) A member mentioned in Subrule (1) who is present at a meeting of a committee or subcommittee —

(a) may speak on a matter before the committee or subcommittee subject to any reasonable restrictions the chairperson may impose; and

(b) may not vote except when the vote is cast as an alternate or as a co-opted member in terms of Rule 127, 134 or 142.

Exclusion of members of the public from meetings
154. The member presiding at a meeting of a committee or subcommittee may —

(a) order a member of the public to leave the meeting —

(i) when the public is excluded from a meeting in terms of Rule 152(1); or

(ii) when necessary to give effect to the measures taken under Rule 152(3); or

(b) order a person referred to in Rule 151 to leave the meeting if that person does not comply with a ruling of the presiding member. 

Exclusion of other persons from meetings
155. When the public is excluded from a meeting of a committee or subcommittee in terms of Rule 152(1), the member presiding may order a staff member, a member or official of the executive or a member of Parliament who is not a member of the committee or subcommittee, also to leave the meeting. 

Removal of persons
156. When instructed by the presiding member, the Serjeant-at-Arms must remove or arrange for the removal of any person who —

(a) without permission, is present in that part of a committee room designated for members of the committee or subcommittee only; 

(b) disrupts the proceedings of the committee or subcommittee or causes a nuisance; or 

(c) does not leave when ordered to leave under Rule 154 or 155.

Publication or disclosure of proceedings, evidence, reports, etc.
157. (1) All documents officially before, or emanating from, a committee or subcommittee are open to the public, including the media, but the following documents may not be published, and their contents may not be disclosed, except with the permission of the committee, or the parent committee in the case of a subcommittee, or by order of the Speaker, or by resolution of the Assembly:

(a) The proceedings of, or evidence taken by or placed before, the committee or subcommittee while the public were excluded from a meeting in terms of Rule 152(1).

