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To outline Stats SA’s key priorities in the work programme

for 2009/10 in line with its 2004/5-2009/10 Strategic Plan

Purpose of the presentation
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What are some of the key challenges

Strategic overview
Binding principles and legislative mandate
Key strategic priorities
Activities to realise priorities
Competencies
Challenges
The future
Full implementation of the Act

“A legacy for statistical development”

Outline of the presentation
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South African situation challenges

Challenges posed to the South Africa’s Statistics 
Profession by Minister Manuel in 2003

• Challenge 1: How do we restore trust in official statistics?

• Challenge 2: Noting that there are too few South Africans who have a 
passion for Statistics, how do we increase statistical literacy and restore 
numeracy in South Africa?

• Challenge 3: In the absence of sufficient discourse on methodology and 
outcomes, what measures can be taken to address this?

• Challenge 4: How do we pace ourselves relative to our capacity, deepening 
the skills base whilst engaging in a process to determine how much we can 
realistically undertake?

• Challenge 5: What gets measured and who determines that?
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Stats SA’s role in society

Strategic importance of statistics
- For evidence based decision making
- Managing for development results
- For deepening transparency
- Measuring performance on national priorities

- Measuring performance on international priorities

Stats SA’s Mandate
- To provide the state with information about the economic, 

demographic, social and environmental situation in the country

Strategic overview



6

Statistics towards evidence-based decision-making 

Society needs basic macro economic and social information to:
Understand 

Inform itself

Decide on public and private choices and actions in respect of:

Economic growth

Price stability

Employment and job creation

Life circumstances, service delivery and poverty

Demographic profile and population dynamics

Strategic overview
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Binding principles
Stats Act is based on UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics

Principle 1. Information for a democratic society and impartial compilation
and dissemination to honor citizens' entitlement to public information.

Principle 2. Trust through scientific principles and professional ethics

Principle 3. Transparency of scientific standards sources and methods

Principle 4. Entitlement to comment on misuse of statistics. 

Principle 6. Confidentiality and exclusive use for statistical purposes. 

Principle 7. Statistical legislation and regulations to enforce principles

Principle 8. Coordination among statistical agencies within countries 

Principle 9. Use of international concepts, classifications and methods 

Principle 10. International cooperation for enhancing official statistics 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=1
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=2
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=3
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=4
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=6
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=7
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=8
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=9
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/goodprac/bpaboutpr.asp?RecId=10
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Utilization Research &
Science Processing Documentation Distribution

Social Division of knowledge 
from an academia perspective

Research &
Science Processing Documentation Distribution Utilization

Context for professionalism and autonomy 
Social Division of knowledge 

from an official statistics perspective

Binding principles
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Knowledge Ideas Theory Knowledge 
institutions

Property Interests Practice Government

Freely
accessible

Freely
accessible

Disinterested
handling

(ideological)

Disinterested
handling

(ideological)

Exoneration
from actions
Exoneration
from actions

IndependenceIndependence

Order Policy of Knowledge & the Need
For Separation 

Binding principles
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Legislative mandate 

Role of the Minister

Section 5(1) of the Statistics Act (Act No. 6 of 1999) says the Minister 
must:

on the recommendation of the Statistician-General, and
on advice of the Statistics Council, 

Prioritise the work programme of Statistics South Africa, in accordance 
with the purpose of official statistics and the statistical principles.

Section 5, subsection 1, clause d, where the Minister is expected to 
approve or disapprove statistical initiatives by another Minister or 
state organ other than Stats SA
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Legislative mandate 

Role of the Statistics Council 

Section 13, subsection 1, clauses a-c, which prescribes advice by the 

Statistics Council in respect of statistical production and the 

elimination of unnecessary overlapping or duplication with regard to 

the collection or publication of statistics by organs of state;

Section 13, subsection 2, clauses b and c, which prescribes for the 

Council to promote and safeguard co-ordination of statistical activities 

and an environment which is supportive of the collection, production, 

dissemination and use of official statistics;
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Legislative mandate 
Role of the Statistician-General

Section 7 prescribes that the Statistician-General must, after receiving 
advice from the Council, make recommendations to the Minister on 
the policies and priorities of Statistics South Africa;

The Statistician-General determines, and exercises final responsibility 
regarding the implementation of the work programme of Stats SA

Section 14, subsection 5, prescribes that the Statistician-General should 
be consulted by heads of organs of state on initiatives they take 
regarding statistical coordination in their organs;

Section 14, subsection 6, requires of the Statistician-General to give 
advice to organs of state on application of standards, including 
elimination of duplicate activities; 

Section 14, subsection 7, gives the Statistician-General authority to 
designate as official statistics any statistics produced by other organs 
of state
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What we have and should have 

Intellectual competence

Technological competence

Political understanding of the environment

Logistics competence

Administrative competence

Competencies
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What Stats SA is up against 
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What Stats SA is up against 
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What Stats SA is up against 
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What Stats SA is up against 
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What Stats SA is up against 
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key priorities
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Key priorities

Key priorities for 2009/10:

Benchmarking and rebasing the GDP

Reviewing PPI

Conducting the Living Conditions Survey

Piloting Census 2011

Compiling Geo-referenced dwelling frame

Developing a National Strategy for Development of Statistics

Hosting the ISI
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Activities to realise priorities

Strategic priority Activities
Economic growth •GDP

•Suite of economic short-term indicators
•Large sample surveys on various economic sectors
•Financial information on various economic sectors

Price stability – •CPI
•PPI
•Income and Expenditure Survey (pilot 2009/10)

Employment and Job 
creation –

•Quarterly labour force survey
•Quarterly Survey on Employment and Earnings

Life circumstances,  
service delivery and 
poverty

•General Household Survey
•Living Conditions Survey
•Municipal census

Demographic profile 
and population 
dynamics

•Population Census in 2011 (pilot in 2009/10)
•Midyear population estimates
•Vital registration information
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Gross Domestic Product

“Monitoring the behaviour of the economy”

Aim: To provide information on the level and growth of 

economic activity

Benchmark and rebase annual GDP estimates every 5 years – 

process of changing the reference period

Benchmarking will be done based on the SNA93

Include estimates based on the IES and Community Survey

Reference period for benchmarking is 2005

Rebased estimates will be published in Nov 2009
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Producer Price Index

“Prices at the factory gates”

Aim: The PPI shows monthly movement in prices of producers 
for a part of the economy (excluding services)
Re-weighting and some improvements introduced in 2008
Methodological limitations remain
Redevelopment required to ensure PPI on a stable footing

Planning redevelopment of PPI commences in 2009
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Piloting Census 2011
“Counting the nation”

Aim: Collection of comprehensive demographic information on 
population dynamics at all levels of society to inform social and 
economic development
According to Stats Act – conduct Census every 5 years.  In 
2007, Stats SA conducted Community Survey
Establishes size, nature and geographic location of a country’s 
population  - essential for planning and monitoring purposes
Pilot – dry run of Census 2011, testing processes and systems
480 enumerator areas in pilot

Pilot scheduled for November 2009
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Living Conditions Survey

“Measuring poverty in multiple dimensions”

Aim: Measuring the extent and distribution of household poverty 

and monitoring progress in poverty reduction

Development and testing during 2008

Data collection started in September 2008

Data collection will end in October 2009 

Data processing will end in November 2009

Editing and analysis scheduled for February 2010

Survey collection finalised in October 2009



26

Geo-referenced dwelling frame

“All information has a spatial dimension”

Aim:  To compile a complete, up-to-date database of all 

dwellings and other structures in the country

Sampling frame for all household surveys and censuses

Dwelling frame to be completed during 2010/11

EA demarcation for census 2011 to be completed during 

2010/11

Intergovernmental collaboration

80% EA demarcation completed by March 2010
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National Statistics System

“Setting priorities for the NSS”

Aim of the NSS:  To coordinate statistical production in the 
country
NSS aims to address the information, quality and skills gap
Compiled NSDS framework during 2008/09
Training stakeholders in SASQAF commenced
Priorities:  Statistical support – 

National level – Education, Health & Home Affairs 
Provincial level – Compiling provincial profiles
Municipal level – Raising awareness of statistics

NSDS by March 2010
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International Relations

“Hosting ISI in 2009”

Global statistical development and learning in a competitive 
climate – Hosting the ISI
SADC – towards statistical capacity building and product 
harmonisation
African statistical development in an uneven political 
environment – ASSD towards 2010 Round of Population and 
Housing Census
National and African statistical development - ISIbalo 
programme

ISI scheduled from 16 - 22 August 2009
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capacity building



30

Capacity Building

“A legacy for statistical capacity building”

Attract and retain technical skills

Statistical capacity building initiatives – towards a Statistical 

Training Institute

Leadership and management development

ISIbalo programme 
- Women in statistics 

- Young statisticians and demographers conference 

- Maths, stats and the girl child 

- Data analysis forum 

- ISIbalo statistics education
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TREVOR A MANUEL, MINISTER OF FINANCE
Addressing SASA Jubilee, 05 NOVEMBER 2003

On 17 September 1953, the Minister of Native Affairs, H F 
Verwoerd, addressed Parliament and said, “What is the use 
of teaching the Bantu child mathematics when it cannot use 
it in practice.” Thus Bantu Education was introduced in 1954, 
consciously de-emphasising the teaching of Mathematics 
and Science.

Our TASK is to undo this profound legacy

South African Situation
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South African situation challenges

Challenges posed to the South Africa’s Statistics 
Profession by Minister Manuel in 2003

• Challenge 1: How do we restore trust in official statistics?

• Challenge 2: Noting that there are too few South Africans who have a 
passion for Statistics, how do we increase statistical literacy and restore 
numeracy in South Africa?

• Challenge 3: In the absence of sufficient discourse on methodology and 
outcomes, what measures can be taken to address this?

• Challenge 4: How do we pace ourselves relative to our capacity, deepening 
the skills base whilst engaging in a process to determine how much we can 
realistically undertake?

• Challenge 5: What gets measured and who determines that?
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key challenges
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Key challenges

Strategic Risks and Challenges:

Single integrated business registration system

Statistical skills in the country

Implementing an effective operating model for field operations 

Rolling-out SASQAF

Establishing a corporate data processing centre
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the future
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The future

Beyond 2009 -

Developing a future state for statistical production in the 

country

Review baseline information in statistical system

Strategic shifts required in terms of:

- A national planning requirement such as structural issues in 

addition to markets and their failure

- Research agenda

- Globally coordinated statistical responses
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The future

Enabling clauses for the shift beyond 2009 –

• Section 2, clauses c and d, is on unity in action or coordination 
• Section 3, clause 1, sub-clauses a-c, is on statistics for informing planning, 

decision-making and other actions, and monitoring and assessment of 
policies, etc.;

• Section 4, clause 3, which promotes co-operative government and 
intergovernmental per Chapter 3 of the Constitution;

• Section 7, subsection 2, clause f, where the Statistician-General is expected 
to provide statistical advice to other organs of state;

• Section 7, subsection 2, clause g, sub-clause ii, prescribing for avoidance of 
unnecessary duplication of work; 

• Section 7, subsection 2, clause j, sub-clauses I and ii, prescribing for co- 
ordination of the statistical activities of the relevant provinces and other 
organs of state;



38

Top
Political

Authority

Planning
Authority

Mass
Media

Specialist
Groups

Resources
Authority

Statistical
Authority

Future context of Production and utilisation 
of official statistics
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Full implementation of the Act

Status quoStatus quo

Insufficient
coverage

Uncertain
quality

Inadequate
capacity

NSSNSS

User-producer
partnerships

Certification
[standards]

Capacity
building

Desired stateDesired state

Meeting
user needs

Good quality
statistics

Statistical skills

transformation

transformation

Governance: coordination

NSS: the means to the new paradigm
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- Thank you -
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