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PROGRESS REPORT 
NATIONAL POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 

SEXUAL OFFENCES
The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 came into effect on December 2007. In terms of S62(1) this Act, the Minister (of Justice & Constitutional Development) must within one year after implementation adopt and table the policy framework in Parliament. In view of the time period within which this Act came into effect as well as other competing demands on the legislative schedule, an extension to submit this framework was successfully sought through the Judicial Matters Amendment Act, 2008 for submission in March 2009. 

Progress to date

Several consultative rounds took place in early 2008 to set up processes for the implementation and aforementioned Act. In addition, by June 2008, the Department also met with the Working Alliance on Sexual Offences to provide a brief update on the implementation of the Act which included a brainstorm session on the National Policy Framework. By late 2008, the National Policy Framework took further shape and to guide its formulation, a smaller task team was set up comprising of the DoJ&CD, South African Police Services, National Prosecution Authority, Departments of Health and Social Development. 

A further round on the developing benchmarks for measuring progress is scheduled for the 13th February 2009.

It was envisaged that this framework would have been completed by early December 2008.  

However, after analyzing several policies and programmes it became evident that the task and timelines were underestimated considering that this was the first time all policies, analysis thereof and programmes would be compiled in one comprehensive document.  

It is also envisaged that subsequent to approval by the Ministers, the National Policy Framework would be consulted upon more widely amongst civil society stakeholders, several of whom have in any case provided their specific technical assistance to this process. 

An outline of the National Policy Framework that will be submitted to the Director’s General Inter-Sectoral Committee for the Management of Sexual Offences Matters which incidentally will convene on the 17th February 2009 for the first time.  




9th February 2009 




Chief Directorate: Promotion of the Rights of Vulnerable Groups   




Policy Unit: Office of the Director-General  
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