REPORT OF THE 2008 PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

A. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 

1.  Background 

The concept of the People’s Assembly may be found in the ideals contained in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa that positions our democracy as both representative and participatory. Accordingly, our system of government is based on the principles of the people's representatives whose responsibility is to act in the people's interest and the participation of the people in the process of decision making and broadening the range of people who have access to opportunities for such participation. 

The People’s Assembly, in pursuance of the ideals of the Constitution, provides a vehicle that brings the people and their representatives together to debate challenges facing them. It provides a voice for the people to express themselves and to participate in seeking solutions to their challenges.  

The People’s Assembly is also a fitting response to a commitment to build an effective People’s Parliament that is responsive to the needs of the people and that is driven by the ideal of realising a better quality of life for all the people of South Africa.

To realise its commitment of being a Parliament that is responsive to the needs of the People, Parliament has, since 2004, been coming together with ordinary South Africans in the People’s Assemblies.

The People’s Assembly is a national event hosted by Parliament in one of the provinces. Participants in the Peoples’ Assembly are drawn from different provinces, the local municipality and members of Parliament and converge at the national event in the hosting province to deliberate on different topics.  The results of the deliberations are presented and discussed in plenary where members of the Executive are invited to respond to questions and comments. 
The provincial legislatures, including the provincial legislature of the province in which the People’s Assembly is hosted, hold parallel provincial assemblies at the same time as the People’s Assembly. Participants at the provincial assemblies join the People’s Assembly via satellite link and participate in the discussions by making inputs and comments or by asking questions.  
2. Introduction 
This is the fifth People’s Assembly to be held by the Third Parliament. The first People’s Assembly was held in Parliament in October 2004, and celebrated the 10th anniversary of our democracy and the adoption of the Constitution in 1996. The second People’s Assembly was held in Kliptown, Soweto, in 2005 to mark the 50th anniversary of the Congress of the People under the theme: “People’s Voices: Shaping the Future”. The third People’s Assembly was held in 2006 in Oudtshoorn under the theme: “all shall have equal rights” and provided an opportunity to review equality legislation passed by Parliament. 
The fourth People’s Assembly was held in 2007 at Mbizana, Eastern Cape under the theme: “Masijule ngengxoxo Mzansi “.  The occasion was also used to commemorate the life of O R Tambo by unveiling a plaque at his birthplace, Nkantolo. 
The 2008 People’s Assembly was held in Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga Province. Each province was represented by 15 participants. 136 participants were drawn from the wards of the Bushbuckridge municipality. About 150 members of Parliament also participated. 
This year’s theme was “Parliament empowering communities for poverty eradication” and was   

discussed in three separate commissions under the following topics:  

1. Sustainable development

2. Role of the public in poverty eradication

3. Education and health in poverty eradication

The discussions in the commissions also reflected on the reports of previous People’s Assemblies relevant to the topics. 

3. Summary of activities
The People’s Assembly was preceded by a community meeting held at the Margaret Nanana Mhlanga Memorial Hall in Oakly, Mpumalanga on 11 September 2008. The purpose of the community meeting was to inform the community about the People’s Assembly and how they could participate in the oversight work that would be undertaken by committees of parliament prior to the commencement of the People’s Assembly.    

The committees of the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces undertook oversight work on 15 and 16 September. The committees visited various service delivery points in and around the Bushbuckridge municipal area that were relevant to the portfolios that were represented to gather firsthand information about issues affecting the community. The portfolios that were represented by the committees included social development, health, education, agriculture and land affairs, labour, water affairs, and trade and industry. 

The People’s Assembly commenced with a plenary on 17 September where participants were welcomed and the objectives of the 2008 People’s Assembly explained. Thereafter participants attended discussions in commissions. On 18 September the People’s Assembly was linked, via satellite, with provincial assemblies. The Premier of the Province, Mr T S P Makwetla, addressed the People’s Assembly. A consolidated report of oversight work by parliamentary committees was presented. This was followed by presentation of reports from the commissions. Questions and comments were then entertained from the nine provincial sites and from the national site. Ministers present, the Premier, members of the provincial executive committee and members of Parliament responded to questions. Mr M J Mahlangu, the Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces, gave a vote of thanks.   
B. PLENARY AND DISCUSSIONS IN COMMISSIONS (17 SEPTEMBER)
Chairperson:
Ms P M Hollander, MP, Deputy Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces 

Ms P M Hollander welcomed the Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces, Mr M J Mahlangu, the Premier of Mpumalanga, T S P Makwetla, the Speaker of the Mpumalanga Legislature, Mrs Y N Phosa, the Acting Mayor of Bushbuckridge, Ms M S Mashego, all participating members of Parliament and members of the Provincial Legislature, representatives of the House of Traditional Leaders, Councillors and participants.

Ms Hollander thanked all participants for their support of parliamentary programmes in the province, and their participation in the People’s Assembly. She invited Mr M J Mahlangu, MP, to open the People’s Assembly and welcome participants. 
1. Opening and welcome 

Mr Mahlangu welcomed the participants. He indicated that this was the fifth People’s Assembly and urged members of Parliament to pay attention to people’s concerns. He said that poverty eradication was not only a South African issue but a universal problem. The United Nations Development Programme had identified a lack of water and sanitation as the main two drivers of poverty worldwide.  

Mr Mahlangu said that Parliament was keen to assist communities in their fight against poverty. There should be a visible legacy left behind by the occasion especially in light of the fact that this was the last People’s Assembly of the Third Parliament. He suggested that the concept of a People’s Assembly should be continued in the Fourth Parliament. 

2. Context and background to the People’s Assembly 

Mr K O Bapela, House Chairperson in the National Assembly gave a brief presentation about the People’s Assembly. 

Mr Bapela said that the Constitution enjoined Parliament to ensure public participation. This interaction and participation happened, among others, through the opportunity to make submissions to Parliament and its committees. People must have the opportunity to express their views on legislation and policies. Parliament initiated the People’s Assembly as a vehicle to fulfill people’s participation in parliamentary processes.  He noted that the People’s Assembly was also a mechanism that was meant to assist parliamentarians to address challenges facing communities. Policies must be implemented with a view to improving people’s lives. Parliamentarians are public representatives and must deliver on promises made to the public. The idea was therefore that the People’s Assembly should give feedback to the communities, inter alia, on issues of service delivery. 

3. Input on how Parliament functions and the importance of public participation

Mr M B Skosana, House Chairperson in the National Assembly made a presentation on how Parliament functions and the importance of public participation.

Mr Skosana said that the National Assembly was elected to represent the people, to elect the President, to provide a national forum for public consideration of issues, to pass legislation, to scrutinise and to oversee executive action. By comparison the National Council of Provinces was elected to represent the provinces, to ensure that provincial interests are taken into account in the national sphere of government by participating in the national legislative process and by providing a national forum for public consideration of issues affecting provinces. 

In terms of sections 57 and 70 of the Constitution, the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces respectively, are separate and independent. The two Houses are thus not accountable to any of the other two arms of government, but are directly accountable to the electorate.

Mr Skosana went further to explain that Parliament functioned through its committees and that each House had its own separate committees. However, there were joint committees for joint business of both Houses.

Furthermore, section 59 of the Constitution provided that the National Assembly must facilitate public involvement in its processes and that of its committees, conduct its business in an open manner and hold its sittings and those of its committees in public. A number of measures were employed by Parliament to facilitate public participation, including public hearings, submissions, petitions, the People’s Assembly, the Youth Parliament and Taking Parliament to the People. Parliament had recently started the process of establishing Parliamentary Democracy Offices in different provinces. These offices were aimed at strengthening the link between Parliament and the people, especially in the remote rural areas of the various provinces. People can contact Parliament through these offices.
4. Objectives and anticipated outcomes for 17 and 18 September

Mr G Q M Doidge, House Chairperson in the National Assembly took the participants through the programme for 17 and 18 September. 

Mr Doidge explained that the objective of the People’s Assembly is for members of Parliament and communities to together identify challenges facing the people.  Participants in the People’s Assembly are expected to make inputs on the challenges that they identify in each thematic area. The inputs would be reflected in a report that would be discussed in Parliament. Recommendations in the report would be forwarded to the Executive.  Parliament would use the report to monitor Executive responses to some of the issues raised by participants. 
5. Commission breakaways

5.1 Commission one: Sustainable development 
Chairperson:
Mr L Zita, MP.
Mr L Zita made a brief introductory comment. He said that sustainable development is a pattern of resource usage that aims to meet human needs while preserving the environment so that these needs could be met not only in the present, but also in the indefinite future. Eradication of poverty is one of the biggest challenges confronting sustainable development in South Africa. Sustainable development can be conceptually deconstructed into three important parts: environmental sustainability, economic sustainability and socio-political sustainability.

5.1.1 Inputs and comments 
Environmental legislation, policies and programmes 

· The National Framework for Sustainable Development (NFSD) identifies key areas for intervention based on an integrated analysis of trends. 
· There is a mismatch between environmental policies and legislation on the one hand and practice on the other hand.

· Planning capacity at the municipal level is generally poor, resulting in reactive rather than proactive approaches to the challenges of sustainable development. Consequently, Integrated Development Plans (IDPs) do not reflect local priorities or realities, where they do, they remain largely unimplemented due to lack of prior experience in operationalising development plans.
· Environmental sustainability is often neglected in decision making. Decisions should result in good economic and environmental outcomes.
· Environmental policies require review and innovative environmental programmes are required to reduce air pollution.
· The Sustainable Development Policy has not yet been passed by Parliament; this results in conflicting mandates between departments.

Public education 

· Civil society organisations need to be strengthened to enhance their ability to monitor government and to interact on a more equal footing with the private sector. 
· There is a need to further develop the role of NGOs in public education. 
· Communities should be educated about sustainable development and the importance of integrating it into their lives. Projects will only succeed if communities are educated and consulted.
· Education by the government on water and electricity use is urgently needed. 

· Communities are not educated, informed and developed. Information available at the national level is not disseminated to people at the local level.

The role of Parliament 

· Parliament and parliamentarians have an important role to play in enacting legislation that can lead to the attainment of sustainable development and reduction of poverty. 
· Parliament has a crucial role to play in the sustainable development agenda, not only on the national political stage, but also at the grassroots level, particularly given the enormity of development challenges faced by South Africa. 
· There is a need for collective responsibility between Cabinet, different government departments and Parliament as there are conflicting mandates in different departments.
· There was concern regarding Hoedspruit having been removed from Mpumalanga.
Environmental beneficiation 

· Sustainable Development projects championed within communities need to be monitored and benefit the communities. Communities should be assisted to develop business plans in order for projects to succeed.

· Communities should benefit in the commercial profitability of their resources and not only be utilised as workers. Skilled community members need to be involved in projects. 

· People should be skilled to run projects on farms. Individuals within the community should be targeted for specialised training required to make the project a success.
· Most resources were taken away and the community did not get anything in return. When game reserves were established people were evicted, but after the development, workers and the community did not benefit from this development. 

· Developed countries are taking ownership of South Africa’s natural resources. People living next to these resources are very poor.

· Foreign people own the wealth of communities and local involvement in development is limited. 

· Game lodges are owned by foreigners and locals do not benefit, not even through job creation.
· There is a demand for land to be mined but locals do not reap the benefits. Mining companies do not reinvest in communities in which they are situated.
· There is insufficient job creation and  the lack of factories in Bushbuckridge impacts on the sustainability of the area.
· Disabled people are skilled but have no work.
· Unfair trading barriers must be removed.
· People in Bushbuckridge own cattle but do not have profitable marketing opportunities.
· People have been given land that is not productive and they do not know how to create a sustainable living from it.

Availability of infrastructure and land  

· An infrastructure development grant was given to Bushbuckridge as a presidential nodal point to address water shortages. 

· Land claims have resulted in investors withdrawing from the Bushbuckridge area.  

· Some of the land claims have not been considered or finalised.  

· There are no policy positions in municipalities regarding the need for land for development purposes. 

· The places declared as heritage sites are still inhabited or privatised. 

· Although funds are channelled to provision of infrastructures, defective structures are built.
· The roads in Mapulaneng are bad, there is a lack of water (the town was without water for three months) and poor service delivery by the municipality.
· Bushbuckridge is a dry area, even if it rains the boreholes are unable to retain water. Pipes were laid but water has not been supplied. 
· There is a need for roads, bridges and graveyards. 
· The demand for electricity is very high and sanitation projects are lagging behind.
· The sale of developed land to foreigners results in minimal land being available to build houses for local people.  

· There is a lack of facilities for the community; there are no playgrounds for children and old age homes are only in towns and not in the rural areas where they are needed most.
 Utilisation of resources

· Trees are being cleared in residential areas and buildings are erected which results in global warming. 
· People are collecting sand for building; this has resulted in big holes developing behind houses. 

Waste management 

· There is a problem with waste management, this includes household, medical and industrial waste. 

· The dumping of toxic waste is a health risk and the municipalities are not able to manage waste dumps.
· Dustbins are only serviced once a month and there are no empty sites for the dumping of waste, more trucks are required to pick up waste. 
· Municipalities do not have the capability to deal with cleaning and cleansing of public areas. 
5.1.2 Achievements 
· The various government departments are trying to redress the problems of the past. 

· Social welfare is providing support by protecting people who cannot take care of themselves, for example, via the child support grant. 

· The commitment to decrease green house gasses is an initiative that was started some time ago.
· The NFSD has systems based on integration specifically for sustainable development.  

· People with HIV and Aids are recycling leaves and producing plastics out of the leaves.
·       As part of a poverty eradication project, plastics are collected and shoes and socks produced. 

5.1.3 Recommendations 

· There is a need for collective responsibility for environmental governance. The environment is not the responsibility of one department. Greater integration between departments needs to be championed at Cabinet level.

· The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism should embark on workshops to raise environmental awareness.

· Parliament should consider a process to adjust provincial boundaries in order to bring Hoedspruit back into Mpumalanga.

· The allocation of land subsequent to claims being processed should be monitored by government. Land is sold by claimants just months after receipt, because the new owners are not in a position to manage the land or to ensure sustainability. Attempts should be made to retain and attract investors when land claims are finalised. 

· The expertise to manage farms should be maintained after land claims have been finalised and people with managerial and other needed skills should be retained on a salary basis.

· Basic infrastructure should be addressed as rural development is a key pillar in the fight against poverty.

· When development is taking place and roads are built, the landscape should be taken into consideration as it might have an impact on the biodiversity of the area.

· Corridors should be created to ensure the free flow of animals. 

· Proper consultation should take place between the owners of mines and the communities. Communities should share in the wealth created by mines.

· Attention should be given to areas where trees are cleared and buildings erected to reduce the impact of global warming.

· Climate change should be studied in order to minimise rural migration and the community should be informed and educated when climate change issues are being considered. 

· There should be monitoring of projects in general and the unsuccessful projects should be evaluated to establish the reason for the failure. The benefits of projects should be transferred to the community.

· People at grass-roots level should be consulted on projects as they have a better knowledge of the needs of their communities. Communities must also have the opportunity to identify projects for themselves and seek funding. 

· When projects are started the community should be consulted and participants should be trained in order to assist them in the development of sustainable projects. 

· Investors should be encouraged to invest near the townships where people are residing.

· Field officers should be appointed to monitor projects and give guidance to ensure that projects facilitate sustainable development within the community. 

· The youth and the elderly should be employed at legal dump sites.

· People should be educated to recycle and recycling initiatives should be embarked upon.

· The number of refuse trucks should be increased to ensure that waste is removed on a regular basis.

· A dam would solve the water shortage problem in the area; the river Balula can be used to feed the dam. This should also assist with the creation of jobs.

· The community should have shares in new developments and ventures, that is, game reserves and people should benefit from the influx of tourists.

· People should be educated on the environment, namely the impact of development and how to conserve the environment. 

· Solar energy should be introduced as few people can afford electricity. 

· Available resources should be regulated and monitored to ensure its sustainable use.

5.2 Commission two: The role of the public in poverty eradication 

Co-Chairpersons:
Mr S L Tsenoli, MP.



Mr S Shiceka, MP.
At the commencement of the session, the co-chairpersons emphasised that the discussion of the commission should primarily focus on the role of the public in eradicating poverty, as much had been said in various forums about the role of government in alleviating poverty amongst poor communities. However, they said that participants were not censored from re-articulating the role of government in this regard.
5.2.1 Inputs and comments 

Natural resources
· There was overwhelming consensus that Bushbuckridge has suitable land for farming and good potential for tourism.
· Communities should be mobilised to identify and protect indigenous knowledge and traditional medicines with a long term view of protecting them from commercial piracy. 
· In the past many projects had failed but it is not clear what caused those failures. 

Utilisation of available sport facilities 
Existing sport facilities in communities should be identified for utilisation by the youth. A campaign encouraging the youth to participate in sport should be started as some youth may succeed in sport and financially uplift themselves and their families. The campaign may also discourage youth from delinquency and thus discourage them from participating in illegal activities such as drug abuse. Institutions such as government departments and the Umsobomvu Youth Fund can be approached for assistance in this regard.

Lack of essential documents 

· The oversight visits by portfolio committees revealed that almost a quarter of the residents of Bushbuckridge do not have one or the other necessary documents such as an identity book, birth certificate, etc. It was emphasised that without these documents, community members will not be able to access government services such as old age pensions, grants, housing and other services. 

· It was felt that information on government services is centralized and ordinary people, especially in rural areas, are not able to access it. 
· In general there is a lack of civil education on government services and as a result communities do not understand the policies and programmes of government. Where available, officials manning these offices do not adhere to Batho Pele principles.

Delayed processing of land claims applications 
Progress on the finalisation of land claims is not being reported. For years now, despite the expectations created by the government, communities that had lodged land claims have no land to farm or work. 

Disabled people 
· Disabled people are not adequately recognised and assisted by both the public and government. 
· Disabled people are often not able to access government buildings and consequently they cannot access services provided by government to the public. Government departments need to adhere to and implement policies on disabilities. Communities should acknowledge and support disabled people.
· There was a call for funding to train disabled people. Communities need to be tolerant towards disabled people.

Foreign-owned businesses 
· Many foreign nationals own businesses within communities, but they are not committed to developing entrepreneurial skills or provide employment to any of the members of the communities who accommodate them.
· In some instance foreigners’ operations also have a negative impact on the environment. 
Adult basic education and training teachers 
· A concern was raised about fulltime teachers who are also employed by Abet Centers as Adult Basic Education and Training teachers after normal school hours. This affected the quality of work of these teachers at both levels. 

· Currently Abet teachers in other provinces such as Gauteng are paid slightly higher than those employed in Mpumalanga. This disparity in salaries resulted in a high turnover and brain drain by qualified teachers to other province.

Establishment of firefighting teams 
During Autumn, Mpumalanga is susceptible to raging veld fires which usually ravage natural resources such as forestry, vegetation, agricultural crops and live stock. This results in loss of revenue and jobs for the people of the province and thus add to the outflow of scarce skills. 

Former farm workers 
There are a number of unemployed and skilled former farm workers in the community, who had been exploited on farms or badly treated as labour tenants in the previous dispensation. There was a need to develop special programmes to encourage them to rejoin farming. 

 Other comments and concerns 

· A new definition of poverty was necessary in order to identify the poorest of the poor in relation to urban and rural areas. This delineation would help allocate the necessary resources on the basis of established need.

· Allegations were made that some councillors take and implement other people’s ideas for personal benefit. 

· Communities should be involved in the development and finalisation of IDPs. In order for communities to be involved, IPDs of municipalities should address challenges in relation to provision of resources for communities.

· Bushbuckridge suffers from lack of resources such as water, roads, electricity etc. and this contributes hugely to poverty.

· Communities must also focus on other opportunities such as mining and not only farming.

· Communities must mobilise against corruption and nepotism to retain the gains brought about by government services.

· NOGs should form clusters in order to avoid unnecessary competition in providing services especially to the youth.

· Leaders do not disseminate information to the public and sometimes do not allow the public to participate in public participation programmes.

· Establishment of mini-factories in residential areas should be encouraged. These factories can manufacture things like window and door frames etc.

5.2.2 Recommendations 
· Communities should be encouraged to form business co-operatives.  In addition, training in entrepreneurial and managerial skills should be provided in order to make entrepreneurs sustainable.

· There should be continuous monitoring and evaluation of the co-operatives by both communities and government. Government projects must not only benefit the politically connected as is the case currently. They must be accessible to all qualifying business co-operatives in order to benefit broader society.
· People whose ideas were stolen by councillors should report the matter to the relevant authorities, for example the Mayor, Members of the Executive Council or members of Parliament.

· Funding should be sourced for managerial, financial and project management skills training.

· Markets should be identified for selling community products. 
· The stringent government procurement policies must be reviewed.

· Primary and secondary schools should introduce relevant agricultural and tourism programmes as soon as possible. To augment the basic agricultural knowledge acquired at school level, closed education institutions such as the former Bushbuckridge College of Education, the venue for the People’s Assembly event, must be revived as agricultural training institutions. 
· Where possible, multipurpose centers should be utilised to educate the youth about the importance of farming and agriculture.
· Mobile and/or satellite offices must be established and manned by trained officials who will train and help the poor through workshops and other forums. Municipalities, Sector Education and Training Authorities and NGOs must also assist in the training of communities.
· The government must expedite the processing of land claim applications. A commission of enquiry should be established to investigate the delay around the processing of these applications.
· Businesses owned by foreign nationals should be adequately regulated regardless of the size and a special surcharge should be implemented for entrepreneurial skills training of local communities. Communities must also tap into the knowledge and skills of these foreign nationals so that when they leave the country, the skills remain.
· Uniform standards for employment of Abet teachers should be established by the national Department of Education as a matter of urgency. In addition, Abet teachers should be trained further to meet the current skills demands.
· Government must improve rural communication and contact networks.
· Communities must establish fire fighting teams in order to manage veld fires in the area. The government and the private sector could be approached to assist where necessary. 

5.3 Commission three: The role of education and health in poverty eradication 
Co- Chairpersons: 
Prof S M Mayathula, MP. 



        
Ms J Masilo, MP. 
The commission decided to divide the topic into two sub–topics as follows: “the role of education in poverty eradication” and the “role of health in poverty eradication”. The role of education in poverty eradication was considered first.  

5.3.1 The role of education in poverty eradication 
Prof Mayatula, in his introductory remarks noted that previous People’s Assemblies identified the strengthening of Abet programmes which were not adequately rolled out in rural areas as one of the key areas for intervention. The issue of inclusive education was also mentioned. 

5.3.1.1 Inputs and comments 

School buildings and infrastructure 

· As a result of the drying-up of bore-holes and mismanagement of water resources in the Bushbuckridge area most schools do not have a constant supply of water. 
· Despite being on a priority list for renovations, poorly built and dilapidated school buildings have not yet being renovated.
· Mud schools built by the community are in a state of collapse and pose a danger to learners, as a result schooling takes place under trees and/or in tents.
· The Portfolio Committee on Education had observed a shortage of schools in the Bushbuckridge area and overcrowding in existing schools.
Early childhood development and reception level 

· Government must establish more early childhood development centres.
· Grade R teachers are paid their salaries after three months of work, which makes them unable to support their families.
· Some Grade R teachers earn up to R1000 per month. Failure to pay them good salaries demotivates them and affects their performance in class.

·  Some Grade R teachers are paid by School Governing Bodies.

School nutrition

· Nutrition at schools is not being adequately provided. Instead of being served at least three different fresh vegetables per week as per the requirement, learners are only served butternut.
· Caregivers in the school nutrition scheme, especially those who look after learners who have a learning disability, need to be remunerated.
· The R400 per month stipend paid to school nutrition caregivers is too little to be an effective poverty eradication tool.

Learners with disabilities 

· Volunteers who care for people with disabilities, such as the volunteers of the Lulekani Project, should be paid a stipend because they provide a very important service to the community. 

· There is no access to educational facilities, especially for people with disabilities.
· There is also no transport for people with disabilities to travel to education institutions and even to government events that are hosted by the Department of Education.
· In spite of the fact that Further Education and Training (FET) colleges are funded by Government, they do not accommodate people with disabilities.

· People with disabilities, especially the visually impaired, are not granted bursaries by the department or by private companies.
· The visually impaired cannot study mathematics and science because educational institutions do not have assistive devices, therefore people with disabilities will always be trapped in a vicious cycle of poverty.
· There are no higher learning institutions for people with disabilities, especially the deaf and the visually impaired. The government should make existing institutions of higher learning accessible to people with disabilities by providing assistive devices such as sign language interpreting, Braille etc.

· There is no specialised transport for learners to travel to tertiary institutions.

· There is no proper infrastructure to cater for people with disabilities at the existing schools, especially for the deaf and the visually impaired. 

· There are no wheelchair ramps in educational facilities and some buildings are not complete.
· The deaf and the blind are excluded from the few learnership programmes available.

· Sign language is not taught at lower levels of education.
Adult basic education and training 
Women and the elderly travel long distances to access Abet facilities, this poses a safety risk.
Availability of teachers, quality of education and free and compulsory education  
· There is a shortage of mathematics and science teachers which leads to learners obtaining poor results in those subjects.

· The criteria for the appointment of senior teachers are not clear.
· There is no career guidance to assist learners to select subjects that will afford them good job opportunities.

· There is a lack of learner support material.

· There are delays in the provision of free and compulsory education by government.
· There is no consistency between the curriculum at secondary school level and tertiary level.
· There is only one Mpumalanga Regional Training Trust which offers skills development in the province instead of four as planned;

· There is no trade centre in Mpumalanga to accommodate technical students in order to do trade tests to prepare for employment on completion of their studies.
· There are no libraries and laboratories in the communities to assist learners with their studies.

· Schools in the Bushbuckridge area are classified into quintiles one, two and three. Schools in the region suffer on account of cross provincial border anomalies, for example, schools which had been classified as quintile 2 schools while under Limpopo, are now categorised as quintile 3 schools under Mpumalanga, and as a result lose out on being classified as ‘No fee’ schools.  This results in young learners having to cross busy national or main roads running through the village in order to get to suitable schools.
Learners with learning difficulties 
· There are no trained professionals who can identify children with learning disabilities at schools. This results in such learners dropping out as they cannot cope as a result of their difficulties.

· There is a need for the establishment of centres which will assist learners with learning disabilities with language competency and skills.
· There is also a need for the establishment of a centre which will train teachers to educate learners who have learning disabilities.
Institutions of higher learning 
· There are no universities in Mpumalanga.
· Tertiary institutions such as Hoshane and Mapulaneng were closed down and they have become white elephants. That decision should be revisited with the aim of reviving them.
· Tertiary education is expensive and unaffordable even to middle class parents.

Learner pregnancy 
· There’s an alarming increase in teenage pregnancy in schools, which also raises the issue of increased vulnerability of learners to HIV/Aids.
· Pregnant learners are not allowed to write their examinations, this may exacerbate the levels of illiteracy and may lead to increased poverty among the youths. 
5.3.1.2 Responses  

· Section 29(1) of the Constitution of the Republic provides that “ everyone has the right to a basic education, including adult basic education”. To this end government is providing Abet free of charge 

· Grade Rs have to move away from communities and become part of a formal school curriculum. This will ensure free education from Grade R to Grade 9.
· Prioritisation of schools for upgrading is done at the regional or school circuit level, not at provincial level. School principals and School Governing Bodies must ensure that their schools are on the priority list, and they must insist on getting a copy of the list from officials.
· Ramps will be installed for people with disabilities in those facilities that have none. 
· The teacher colleges were not closed but attached to other institutions of higher learning. 
· The department will look at the issue of stipends for school nutrition caregivers and learnership programmes. Specific cases such as the Lulekani project will be followed up. 
· The department will address the issue of overcrowding in schools, a problem which MPs themselves observed during committee visits around the Bushbuckridge area. In one instance the ratio was 53 classes to 20 teachers.
· Learner have to be an all-rounder at secondary school level so that they are able to adjust or go to any area. The Revised National Curriculum Statement (RNCS) is designed to develop learners so that they start thinking as if they were at tertiary level. 

· There is no specific criterion set out for the appointment of a senior teacher. Like everyone else, teachers compete for positions based on merit.
· The age of children who receive a social grant is currently up to 14 years of age. From 2009 onwards it will go up by one year every year until it reaches 18 years.
· The department will provide teachers with the skills to identify learners with a learning disabilities. 

· The department will look at the issue of bringing higher learning institutions for the disabled closer to the communities, and look at providing transport in the meanwhile. 
· There are no-fee schools that communities have to utilise to avoid expensive school fees. This means that from Grade R up until Grade 9 government has introduced free education which should benefit the poor. For tertiary education, government has set up the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) in order to assist students at public higher education institutions with loans and bursaries.
· Compulsory education will be introduced in phases.
· The 7% used for administration by the department in the school nutrition scheme is not a national norm. This means that provinces have the latitude to increase this figure in order to be able to pay stipends of more than R400 to volunteer caregivers in the school nutrition scheme.

5.3.1.3 Recommendations

· Provincial departments should urgently consider rebuilding collapsing schools and replacing mud-built structures.

· Schools without water supply should be supplied with boreholes and tanks.

· The recruitment of qualified mathematics and science teachers should be prioritised.

· The proper supply of fresh produce to the schools should be regularly done and closely monitored.

· Speed humps should be erected on the roads to avoid learners being hit by vehicles when crossing the roads on their way to school.

· Transport should be provided for the disabled and the elderly in order to attend schools and other departmental activities.

· The department should involve the communities in identifying what could be done to stop teenage pregnancies.

· Libraries and laboratories need to be built nearer to the communities.

5.3.2 The role of health in poverty eradication  
Ms Masilo, in her introduction, detailed the relationship between poverty and health. She made particular reference to access to health, people with disabilities, communicable diseases such as HIV and Aids, tuberculosis and malaria.
5.3.2.1 Comments and inputs 

Availability of health care workers 
· There is a huge shortage of nurses, doctors and counsellors at clinics, especially in the rural areas.

· Community workers and volunteers are not funded although they work 24 hours.
· Nursing colleges are far from communities.
· Doctors are imported from Cuba and other countries to overcome the existing shortage of medical personnel.
Availability of facilities, equipment and medicines  
· The Department of Health is always under funded.
· Clinics often run out of medication and patients are offered only Panado.

· Some clinics have no water supply, they have broken toilet seats and they have poor maintenance standards.
· The lack of resources at clinics often result in patients having to bring their own stationery on which to write reports and records of their illnesses.
· There are no telephone lines at some clinics as a result of theft and nurses are compelled to use their cellular phones to communicate with the department.
· Mobile clinics do not arrive on the dates and times as scheduled.
· Government needs to build more clinics as traveling becomes a problem for the elderly and the disabled, especially at Madjembeni village.

· Medication is highly priced at the pharmacies. Government should do something to curb the unscrupulous behaviour of medical aid schemes. 

· There is a shortage of shoes for the people with disabilities at clinics and hospitals.
· Some clinics do not have wheel chairs to assist patients.
· There is a shortage of ambulances at clinics and hospitals.
· There are long waiting lists for beds at hospitals to accommodate patients.

· Some facilities at clinics are not conducive to the storing of certain medicines.

Disabled people 

· People with disabilities have no access to vital information regarding HIV/Aids.
· Information is not available to the blind by means of Braille.
· The blind cannot read the expiry dates on their medication, and there’s no sign language interpreting for those who cannot speak.
· People with disabilities were previously trained on issues of HIV/Aids, but they are not appointed when positions become available.

Inadequate services 
· Operating times of clinics are a problem as some close at 3 or 5pm and do not open on weekends.
· There is loss of confidence in clinics because of their poor performance in service delivery, resulting in people having to travel long distances in order to reach hospitals.
· Hospitals do not accept patients without a referral letter from clinics.
· People stay in long queues for the whole day after having travelled long distances.
· The department is not assisting in fighting teenage pregnancy.
· There is an alarming increase in teenage pregnancy in schools and, unfortunately, pregnancy goes along with HIV/Aids. 

· Teenage pregnancy exacerbates poverty because pregnant girls are not permitted to write exams. 
· The child support grant is too little, and this results in teenagers getting pregnant repeatedly in order to collect more grants.
· Emphasis is put only on HIV/Aids, TB, malaria, etc, more emphasis should be put into addressing cancer because it also claims the lives of many people.
5.3.2.2 Responses 

· Patients who are not on the critical list should be encouraged to go and convalesce at home in order to free up beds for those who are critical.
· Parents, religious leaders and cultural organisations should encourage and promote celibacy among the youth to minimise the spread of HIV/Aids and teenage pregnancy.
· The relevant parliamentary committee should ask the Department of Health to account better with regard to the monitoring of funds, because it is obvious that funds allocated for certain projects are not spent on those projects.
· The department fails to pay its suppliers, therefore the suppliers do not deliver medicines at hospitals and clinics.

· The department should provide assistive devices such as hearing aids, wheelchairs, etc.
· Infrastructure at health facilities is vandalised by members of the communities in which those facilities are located. The Community Policing Forums must assist in curbing the vandalising of property in health facilities. Members of the community must desist from buying stolen window frames, doors etc, to discourage theft, and must act to protect public facilities because they have been provided for their benefit. 

· There is a general lack of hygiene at the Lydenburg and Sabie Hospitals. 

· People in rural areas suffer because local nurses prefer to go and serve in other provinces.

· The local management structures in all provinces should know how to access specialist services such as laboratory and orthopedic services, if not, they should contact the Chief Director. 
5.3.2.3 Recommendations

· Government should introduce a voucher or card system which could be used to purchase nappies, baby food, clothing and groceries, instead of giving out cash.

· Clinics and hospitals can not afford to run out of medicines and stationery, especially medicines, therefore they need to conduct constant stock taking to avoid shortages.

· Communities should accompany people who need interpretation to facilities.

· Mobile clinics should inform the communities in time when they will not be available for the next date.

· Clinics and hospitals should be maintained regularly.

· Hospitals should not turn people who do not have a referral letter from clinics away.

· Government should provide a 24-hour service at clinics.

· Security should be beefed up at clinics, and where there is none, it should be provided.

· The department should provide enough beds at hospitals to accommodate people.

· Ambulances should be made available and even sourced from other provinces.

· Provincial departments should attend to all the concerns raised and a task team should be formed to follow up on progress made.

· Communities should submit their complaints to their constituency offices regarding these issues.

· The department must train nurses who will serve their own provinces. Nurses should be proud of where they come from and should endeavour to uplift their own communities.

· Government should establish nursing colleges in rural areas so that local children can serve their own communities.

· Enough funds should be sourced for the department and be carefully monitored.

C. PLENARY AND REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONS (18 SEPTEMBER) 

Chairperson: Mr M J Mahlangu, MP, Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces 

The Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces took the Chair and invited Mr T S P Makwetla, the Premier of Mpumalaga to address the plenary. 
1. Address by Mr T S P Makwetla, MPL, Premier of Mpumalanga
The Premier of Mpumalanga, Mr Makwetla, indicated that the People’s Assembly provided ordinary people with an opportunity to interact with Parliament and express their views about poverty, service delivery and other challenges confronting them. For Parliament, the event was an opportunity to reach out and engage with communities from all walks of life in order to develop and formulate solutions to address poverty and development challenges facing the country. Furthermore, by holding the event annually, Parliament was strengthening its oversight role and enhancing accountability by government on development and service delivery commitments.
Mr Makwetla said that public participation in matters of development and service delivery was a critical hallmark of a democratic state that upholds the values of transparency and accountability to the electorate.  Through the People’s Assembly law-makers were broadening opportunities for public participation. 

He emphasised that it was crucial for government to implement the recommendations of the participants in order to tackle the challenges of underdevelopment, poverty and unemployment. The provincial government had already implemented an array of programmes such as infrastructure development, local economic development and created employment opportunities in order to tackle these challenges. It also has programmes to ensure access to quality education for all children and the sustainable provision of health care services to all communities, especially those that are economically depressed.

He further urged government to empower communities in an effort to fight poverty, unemployment and service delivery by increasing access to poverty alleviation programmes, self-employment and economic opportunities, access to finance and mentorship to support entrepreneurs and small businesses for the poor. Alongside these initiatives, there was still a need to enhance direct support to poor households through social grants and free basic services.

He reminded members of Parliament that the positive impact of the People’s Assembly on the people would depend on how government responded to the challenges that have been raised and follow up on issues raised. The government Mpumalanga province was committed to ensuring that all the issues raised by the communities were properly tracked and responded to by the relevant entities at various levels of government. 

He concluded by thanking Parliament for choosing the Bushbuckridge municipality as a venue for the 2008 People’s Assembly. 

2. Address by the Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces, Mr M J Mahlangu, MP 
Mr Mahlangu welcomed all the participants to the event and tendered an apology for the Speaker of the National Assembly who was unable to attend owing to ill-health. 

He pointed out that this year’s People’s Assembly coincided with the marking of the United Nation’s International Day of Democracy and the anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration on Democracy Day by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).

The reports of the previous People’s Assemblies, including the 2008 report, would be consolidated with a view to identifying the recurring challenges that needed to be addressed in order to achieve the goal of eradicating poverty and hunger. 

The comprehensive report would be used to assist the Fourth Parliament to sharpen its response to the various challenges the nation faced. However, the current Parliament would still be seized with issues that were immediately before it.
Mr Mahlangu proceeded to welcome all the provinces to the national event. 

3. Presentation of the Consolidated Oversight report by committees 

Mr T S Setona, House Chairperson in the National Council of Provinces, presented a consolidated committees’ report on the oversight visit to the Bushbuckridge municipality. He highlighted that an impression was created that the demarcation disputes which bedevilled the area for some time had immensely affected service delivery by government. 

Some services had collapsed since the municipality had been taken back from Limpopo. As a result of unfinished projects there was a huge shortage of, for example, running water in the Bushbuckridge area and consequently health services centres such as hospitals and clinics were affected. He urged that this matter be attended to immediately.

He observed that some provincial departments had not been part of the oversight visits and senior officials from these departments had also not been part of the process. 

The full report would be presented to Parliament for further consideration. 

4. Report back by commissions 
4.1 Commission one: Sustainable development

Chairperson: Mr K O Bapela, MP, House Chairperson National Assembly
Councillor A Khoza presented a report on behalf of the commission. The following were some of the inputs made from the floor:

· Although the environment is important, the education system does not provide education on the environment and sustainable development.

· Often sustainable development is interpreted in a way that restricts development, especially of people in rural areas who are more dependent on natural resources.

· People who continue to plough in wetlands should be provided with alternative land.

· Sustainable development should not hamper communities’ endeavour to develop themselves.  

· Aquatic live stock must be looked after as some of them are being wiped out by factors such as global warming.
The following responses were received:

· The education curriculum does include education about the environment. However, the government still needs to do more to educate communities about sustainable development, including ways of saving energy, water and other resources.

· The government realises that climate change presents both threats and opportunities. Communities have to find new ways of using resources and create new resources such as renewable sources of energy. 

· Some projects have not been continued because of transborder issues. There was a disjuncture when Bushbuckridge moved from Limpopo Province to Mpumalanga. However, the Mpumalanga government is working towards ensuring that important projects are continued.    

4.2 Commission two: Role of the public in poverty eradication 

Chairperson: Mr M B Skosana, MP, House Chairperson in the National Assembly 
Councillor R Khumalo reported back on behalf of the commission. Participants made the following inputs: 

· Public servants do not respect the Batho Pele principles.

· The Umsobomvu Youth Fund is not responsive enough to the needs of the youth. 

· There are no proper support structures in rural areas for disabled people to articulate their needs. Some are still not benefiting from government services due to services not being user-friendly. 

· The government should establish special programmes and enough support structures for widows to earn a living. At present, widows appear to be sidelined by government.

· The authorities should process applications for mining licenses speedily.  

· Sustainability of established projects and provision of adequate resources to run them should be prioritised.  

The following responses were received: 

· There seems to be an information gap, people do not know what services are offered and how to access them. Parliamentarians should take steps to fill the gap. 

· Early childhood development centers provide an opportunity for job creation for adults who run the centers.

· The youth should be encouraged to take up agriculture and farming as career options.   
4.3 Commission three: The role of education and health in poverty eradication 

Chairperson: Mr G Q M Doidge, MP, House Chairperson in the National Assembly 

4.3.1 The role of education in poverty eradication 
Mr R P Z van den Heever, MP, reported back on behalf of the commission on its discussions of the education sub-topic. The participants made the following inputs: 

· Existing laws should be enforced and parents held accountable for their children leaving school early. 

· Schools should implement vocational guidance or training. 
· The poor still lag behind in literacy and acquisition of skills. 

· Nkomzi should be declared a no-fee school zone.

· Government schools situated in rural areas must include sport activities in their academic curriculum. Currently learners are excluded from participation in extramural activities. 

· There is a proliferation of taverns next to school premises and this leads to drug and alcohol abuse by school pupils. 
· Accessibility for disabled students at tertiary institutions is a problem.
· The Department of Education must as soon as possible fulfill its promise that each province will be given a director for agriculture in schools.

These were some of the responses:

· The provinces are responsible for the implementation of the education budget. The National Department has decided that some schools should be no-fee schools, the provincial departments should implement that decision. 

· Disabled learners should have full access in schools.

· Tertiary institutions should be accessible to disabled students. 

· Statistics do not support the claims that graduates are not employable.   

4.3.2 The role of health in poverty eradication 

Ms F Mazibuko, MP, reported back on behalf of the commission on its discussion of the health sub-topic. The following were some of the inputs made: 

· There was a general consensus that the lack of resources such as ambulances, furniture and stationery in rural clinics and shortage of staff such as nurses and doctors resulted in overcrowding and inadequate services. As a result some patients are turned back without help. 
· Vacant posts had been left unfilled for quite some time.  

· There was concern that senior citizens were being abused emotionally and financially with little being done by government to protect them. Communities must be involved in the creation of safe havens for the aged. 
5. Way forward
Chairperson: Mr G Q M Doidge, MP, House Chairperson in the National Assembly
There was consensus that in the future, public participation processes such as the People’s Assembly must be devoted to ordinary people so that there would be more time for public representatives to listen to the issues affecting communities. Members of Parliament should minimise their contributions and allow the public more time to raise the challenges in their communities. 

Provincial and local structures of government must also be actively involved so that they are able to accommodate community concerns in the programmes at provincial level. 
In its outreach and public participation programmes, Parliament should endeavour to bridge the information gap by bringing all government agencies to engage with the people.   

6. Closing remarks 

Mr M J Mahlangu, the Chairperson of the NCOP thanked all participants for taking part in the 2008 People’s Assembly. He emphasised that a consolidated report of the People’s Assembly would be prepared and once considered by Parliament would be sent to both National and Provincial governments for consideration of all issues raised. All members of Parliament and members of provincial legislatures must play a crucial role in implementing and monitoring the implementation of progress and projects on the ground. Parliament should consider reviewing the future of the People’s Assembly so as to increase time to fully process the issues that have been raised. 
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