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Black Sash National Office

12 Plein Street

Cape Town 8001

Website: www.blacksash.org.za

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

The Community Constituency Convenor and FSCC Coordinator

(cc The Chairperson – Ad Hoc Committee for NYDA Legislation)

NEDLAC

PO BOX 1775
Saxonwold
2132

Gauteng

Dear Sir/ Ms

Re: Concerns re procedures and pace with which NYDA Draft Bill is processed – recommendations

Previous telephonic conversations with our FSCC colleague refer. Herewith please find motivations and a rationale for proposing a more engaged process regarding the National Youth Development Agency Bill (hereafter referred to as the Bill).

As an organisation at the coalface of advocacy; advice giving and rights education in order to help make human rights real in the arena of social and consumer protection, we wish to raise the following concerns regarding the Bill.

· In our view, we are respectfully of the view that the Bill was tabled hastily in Parliament and does not include recent developments that elevate and should include the critical interventions needed to address the serious and unique challenges facing youth living in South Africa today.

· A cursory read of the Bill, appears to suggest that it largely wants to replace the existing work of the Unsobomvu Youth Fund and National Youth Commission, without a serious appraisal, reflection and assessment of the shortcomings of these public entities. Moreover, there should be a preamble that contextualizes the challenges of establishing an Agency or institution aiming to realize the objectives listed in the Bill.

· More specifically, there is scant mention of initiatives that will boldly address the needs of the poor, working poor and unemployed youth, of which chronic unemployment is particularly rife and challenging in the SA context.
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By comparison – the recent tabling of the Anti-Poverty Discussion document by the Presidency in late October 2008, specifically makes mention that:

There should be targetting of the poor – “and that the unemployed, especially the youth, comprise a significant majority of the unemployed….and that the major cause of poverty for the majority is lack of earned income due to unemployment. – p.7

Improving access to the labour market – through employment programmes that enable the unemployed to enter the labour market, including through “economic development policies and developing partnerships with initiatives such as the EPWP, National Youth Service (NYS), etc. – p.57

Education and Training - However, there are other f actors which influence participation and success in education, such as ECD, earlier schooling, family background, academic achievement and motivation, which start earlier in life and in the education pipeline…………………..increasing levels of youth-headed households living in poverty , leads to poor performance and premature school-leaving among many young people……..”– p.61

Make schooling more interesting through - extra-mural activities such as sport, participation in youth-development activities, etc. These are critical for youth development as they incentivise young people to stay in school – p.61

Clearly, the above example demonstrates the need for a negotiated approach to dealing with this Bill and the National Youth Strategy.

Sincerely

Elroy Paulus

Advocacy Programme Manager

Black Sash Trust

