NYDA INPUTS:

PRESENTATION:

The South African Blind Youth Organisation welcomes the opportunity provided to contribute meaningfully and productively to the process of youth development.

This sends a clear and strident message about the need for inclusivity in our society and nation. We however, still need to do more to reach the cohesive and coherent stage we all aspire and cherish.

The National youth Development Policy Framework (2002-2007) and the current draft Youth Development Policy Framework before parliament identifies and recognizes youth with disabilities as a priority target group which needs specific assistance and support. It is indubitable that amongst the hardest hit by lack of youth development are blind and partially sighted youth. It is for this reason that we strongly believe that, peremptory corrective measures are at this stage imperative.

For this to be feasible we suggest:

1. That, the activities of the Status of Youth Report capture:

	Developmental stages of Priority Target Groups set out in the Youth Development Policy Framework and


	That, corrective/remedial steps with costs be indicated.


(The reason for legislating this will be to help the Agency to engage the disability sector progressively for efficacy. This will also help parliament with its oversight role particularly when it comes to issues of the disability sector.)

2. That, "Accessible" in the Bill (4[J]) and Act, be defined alongside Articles 9 and 21 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Section 32 (1) (a) and (b) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa Act, 108 of 1996.

(This will help to address the constant and burgeoning complaints about accessibility be it physical or otherwise. We will be also taking steps to make sure that, post May 10 legislations express the ideals of the international community as stated in the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with disabilities ratified by our country.)

3. That, "Disability" in the Bill (4[b]) and Act, be defined in line with the Purpose of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Article 1).

(This will address the constant challenge of every Department, Directorate, Division etc. having their understanding and interpretation of what disability means or must mean.)

In peroration, blind and partially sighted youth, want to live the words of Mahatma Gandhi "Be the change you want to see in the world." We want to be contributors in youth development in general and blind youth development in particular. We do not want to be neither passive recipients of services and benefits nor perpetual complainants about lack of the aforesaid.

This can be attainable in an inclusive and integrated society that values and dignifies irrespective of disability, a society that judges on the content of the character rather than the colour of skin or disability. (Paraphrasing Martin Luther King Jr's quotation

Let us do this and do it correctly so that, history does not judge us as failures. We should look back with pride and appreciation and, say: "These are the fruits of my toil and my contribution to youth development."

I thank you

