MEMORANDUM ON THE OBJECTS OF THE BROADCASTING

AMENDMENT BILL, 2008

OBJECTS OF BILL
The Broadcasting Amendment Bill seeks to effect certain amendments to the Broadcasting Act, 1999 (Act No. 4 of 1999) (the Act), which can be summarised as follows:

In section 13(4) of the Act , “frequency planning” is mentioned as one of  the fields of qualifications, expertise and experience the members of the  Board of the South African Broadcasting Corporation Limited must have when viewed collectively. Since frequency planning is not a function of the SABC Board, clause 1 of the Bill seeks to delete those words.

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to provide for the compulsory removal of a member of the Board where the National Assembly adopts a resolution to that effect. The clause furthermore seeks to provide for the period a member of the Board must give notice should that member wish to resign.

Clause 3 seeks to insert a new section 15A in the Act. The proposed section provides the grounds on which the National Assembly may adopt a resolution calling for the removal of a member of the Board. The section also provides for the compulsory dissolution of the Board, should the National Assembly adopt a resolution to that effect. Provision is also made for an interim board, should the Board be dissolved. 
CONSULTATION

Department of Communications

The Bill was published in the Government Gazette for comment and various

submissions were received and considered by the Portfolio Committee on Communications.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR THE STATE

There are no financial implications for the State.

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

The Parliamentary Legal Advisers are of the opinion that this Bill must be dealt with in accordance with the procedures established by section 75 of the Constitution.
