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PURPOSE OF THIS PRESENTATION

¢ This input is a result of a call from the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee on Water for a public hearing on the
“implementation review of the 1998 National Water Act;
weaknesses, challenges and strengths. How effective for

present circumstances.
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Introduction

¢ Since 1994, the South African government has
instituted water sector reforms that resonate with
the IWRM approach propounded by international
frameworks such as:

¢ The Dublin Principles (1997);

¢ The UN Convention on the Law of the Non- Navigational
Uses of International Watercourses:

¢ The SADC Protocol on Water (2001); and
& The Regional Water Policy (2006).
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Introduction

¢ External imperatives for water reforms
resonate with internal constitutional
requirements for the state to take
legislative and other measures to
achieve land, water and related reforms
in order to “redress the results of past
racial discrimination” (South Africa,
1996).
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THE STATUS QUO

wse half o wolld ovoe/ruao, -
& Water is scarce; South Africa has an average annual rainfall of

about 500 mm. Except for the eastern and southern coastal areas,
most of the interior and western parts of the country are arid or
semi-arid. Sixty-five percent of the land area receives less than
500 mm of rain per year, and about 20 percent receives less
than 200 mm per year. J e
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¢ Water is unreliable; Varied Kss of water through evaporation,
highly variable stream discharge rates, cyclical rainfall
pattern that can result in very low rainfall for several years in
a row (climatic variability), and we seem to already be using
two thirds of the surface water available annually (2005
‘estimates). b
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THE STATUS QUO
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« Water quality is unsatisfactory, Hanbeespoort Dam catchmint area, the
volumes of water and the loads of plant nutrients (phosphates and
nitrogen) reaching the dam have increased and is expected to increase
steadily. Pollutants are commonly found

wastewater, sewage effluent and products such as soap and washing

powders

:  Ondeia oudereale 4 nedequed $4

in fertilisers,

Water allocation remaingTe<tE inequitable.
& Serious shortages of trained water professionals ~

Data availability and systems compatability are a concern

& Operation, distribution and intensity of water monitoring stations is

inadequate.

& Prolonged restructuring resulting in institutional instability.

industrial
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THE WATER POLICY PROCESS

FHEURE 4 WATEM FOLISY FROCESS: MA DR FHARESR AMND SCTIEITIES
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Strengths of the NWA

4 |t was seriously participative during its development. careuld huoe

¢ It resonates with both the international and constitutional
prOHISIOI"IS

Based on international best practice. - WIH - ‘:nruplna ﬁ“n relanout -

Offers the state the comparative advantage of regulatl n. rck p '&YJ&
It is a progressive, developmental guiding vision. Lx, Qrﬂm

It allows for progressive implementation. - pPreece pece an+ Jose FCOJ/.)
Consultation with and participation of local communities, with C,\ XSO -
reference to the Bill of Rights laid down by the Constitution

(Act 108 of 1996). How far this translates into real access to
the entitlements still varies massively.
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Challenges from the NWA
implementation

¢ Intensive resource requirements; time, money
and people. b inhed.

¢ Empowerment of the poor to take part in decision
making. — duvelgp ol PPl

¢ Mismatch between decentralisation and human
capacity availability. Slide 15

¢ Water is a socio-economic and a political i |$sue

eg Allocation reform - oxllont o empr f'ﬁi;x

¢ Cooperation between spheres and leve
government ~ 2D
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Achievements in the implementation
Fall u'& M I_?l}-kr

+ The NWRS and ISPs NPT s -

cH
¢ The pricing strategy *"m f"‘f""u" ,d;,\ S W}\mw pep Cha~

¢ SFRA; forestry. g OAUNONS”
¢ Establishments of 4 CMA and WUA mainly to those

in Sl(tppol't of emer ing farmm 1 Uo\b-x _ g
¢ The CCAWS are o era:i nal ;n su rownces D"UU

¢ The National c assn‘"cgtmn systern |s out for
comments.
¢ The signing of the Inco-maputo Interim agreement.
¢ Devel r i :
and development. - +arsladan  ow Con
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Weaknesses in the im mlementatlon
In O

¢ Prolonged restructuring; too much focus on S
organisational matters, compromising the ) |
resource management requirements. (oo

¢ The state seems to be the referee and player.' _

¢ There seems to be no prioritised and measured
targeted outcomes.

¢ Too close technical and political interfaces. nged )
¢ Monitoring, compliance and enforcement. o
¢ We need more partnerships with local organised
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¢ It has been estimated that nearly half a million
posts are vacant in the government or public
sector alone (Economist, 2008).

¢ The Joint Initiative on Priority Skills Acquisition
(JIPSA) shows there are about 300 vacancies for
engineering academics, and it has been
estimated that more than 1 000 engineers, 300
technicians and 15 000 artisans must be trained
to reduce the national skills shortage (Mail and
Guardian, 2008).
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LESSONS

& Wvateris a socio-economic and a political issue -

& Its only the state that can guarantee and facilitate the;
- involvement and beneficiation of the poor and
— the protection of the aquatic environment

« MNew operational policies need to stand the test of implementatio

and they need to be reviewed regularly. UFP LAL Pcu\{,\ %f)‘ Ji{aﬁ

& As a process, WRM supporting policies and organisat[ons will
change along the evolutionary path and could differ from one WMA
to another based on the predominant mangement issues.

& Expectations should be realistic and defined by what can be
achieved.

+ Resear wledge and capacity for balanced policy proce
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Thank you for your
attention




