Proposed Public Interest Defence Clause (Explanatory Notes, 13 June 2008, para 120.4)

Notwithstanding any other provision in this Act, any act which constitutes a genuine and bona fide act in furtherance or promotion of the public interest shall not constitute an offence in terms of clauses 40, 45, and 46 and clause 44 to the extent that clause 44 applies to clauses 40, 45, and 46 of this Act.

Clause 40:  hostile activity offences

Clause 45:  disclosure of classified information offence

Clause 46:  knowing possession of classified information offence

Clause 44:  attempt clause (applicable to clauses 40, 45, and 46)

