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[image: image3.emf]The  Southern  African  Book  

Dealers  Association

• SABDA  Was  formed  in  2002

• It  has  30  members

• We  have  a  constitution  published  in  a  

public  domain



[image: image4.emf]The  Southern  African  Book  

Dealers  Association

• SABDA  represents  the  established  Sector  

of  the  trade

• Most  members  have  been  trading  for  10 –

20  years

• Some  for  more  than  50  years

• Our  aim  was  to  represent  the  top  end  of  

the  trade  hence  our  restricted  membership
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PERSONAL  AND  UBIQUITOUS

• A  book  is  often  a  personal  item  

purchased  through  means  of  retail

• The  book  is  everywhere – home, libraries, 

institutions

• It  is  society’s  prime  repository  of  

knowledge



[image: image6.emf]THE  BOOK - LOW  VALUE

• Most  books are  of  low  commercial  value. 

They  are  not  attractive  to  organised crime

• They  have  very, very  little  scrap  value  bar

that  of  recycling  value, which  is  negligible

• The  material  value  cannot  be  compared  to  

that  of  gold, platinum  and  copper



[image: image7.emf]THE  BOOK - ORIGINAL  STATE

• Books  cannot  be  chopped  up  like  cable  or  

melted  down  and  recast  as  new  or  re-

assembled  from  component  parts

• Books  are  produced  in  quantity  with  no  

unique  identifying  numbers

• One  “Harry  Potter”  is  much  like  another

• Books  are  only  of  worth  if  clean  and  in  

the  original  state



[image: image8.emf]THE  TRADE - WORLDWIDE

• Dealers  worldwide  trading  on  the  

internet  are  in  excess  of  15, 000

• For  every  one  trading, there  could  

be  one  or  two  who  do  not  trade  on  

the  net

• Thus  the  total  number  of  dealers  

worldwide  would  be  approximately  

45 000



[image: image9.emf]THE  TRADE – SOUTH  AFRICA

• A  preliminary  count  indicates  over  

300  new  book  outlets  (e.g. Exclusive  

Books, Fascination) alone

• There  are  even  more  used  book  

dealers  ranging  from  serious  traders  

to  flea  market  and  charity  dealers



[image: image10.emf]THE  TRADE - SALES  

OUTLETS

• The  majority  of  sales  are  through  

bricks-and-mortar  outlets

• Other  non-commercial  outlets  also  

sell  many  books  e. g. Hospice



[image: image11.emf]THE  TRADE - SMALL  

BUSINESSES

• Small  businesses  form  the  bulk  of  the  

second  hand  book  trade

• A  dealer  is  typically  a  small  business  of  

2  or  3  people

• Many  book  dealers  are  often  retired / semi  

retired  people



[image: image12.emf]THE  TRADE - LOW  VALUE  

ITEMS

• The  bulk  of  the  trade  operates  on  

high  volumes  of  low  value  goods

• Most  used  books  sell  for  less  than  

R100.00
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FEW  HIGH  VALUE  ITEMS

• High  priced  items  (R1000.00+)  form  

a  very  small  part  of  the  trade

• More  expensive  items  normally  pass  

through  established  legitimate  

pathways



[image: image14.emf]THE  TRADE - BENEFITS

• Our  trade  is  not  an  area  of  activity  for  

organised  crime

• Used  books  are  more  affordable  than  new

• Students  and  pensioners  regularly  frequent  

the  trade

• The  used  book  trade  supplies  hard-to-find  

titles  to  researchers, libraries, universities  

and  academics



[image: image15.emf]THE  TRADE - BENEFITS

• Book  dealers  employ  staff

• The  used  book  trade  is  a  net  

contributor  to  our  foreign  exchange  

earnings

• Used  books  are  a  contributor  to  

literacy  among  the  disadvantaged 

e.g. Armstrongs



[image: image16.emf]THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  

BILL 

• Is  

discriminatory

to  book  dealers

• Criminalises

book  dealers

• Is 

unworkable

to  book  dealers



[image: image17.emf]THE  SECOND – HAND  

GOODS  BILL 

DISCRIMINATORY

• The  bill  discriminates  against  

the  used  book  trade  whilst  

ignoring  the  new  book  trade



[image: image18.emf]THE  SECOND – HAND  

GOODS  BILL

CRIMINALISATION

• A  legitimate  business  activity  is  

being  criminalised  by  associating  it  

with  areas  of  activity  of  organised  

crime  and  the  regulations  needed  to  

control  same



[image: image19.emf]THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  

BILL

UNWORKABLE

• The  amount  of  work  involved  is  

completely  out  of  sync  with  the  

value  of  the  goods  and  human  

resources  available  to  the  dealer

– Records : seller  and  purchasers. ID  records required for 

purchases  of  R2.00  Mills  &  Boons  book  and  comics



[image: image20.emf]What  this  means  is : 

• Purchase  M & B  for  R1

– Record ID + details  of  seller. File

• Sell  the  M & B  for  R2.00

– Record ID + details of  purchaser. 

File



[image: image21.emf]THE  SECOND – HAND  

GOODS  BILL 

UNWORKABLE

• Where  similar  legislation  has  

been  attempted  elsewhere  in  

the  world  it  has  proved  to  be  

unworkable



[image: image22.emf]CRIME  IN  THE  BOOK  TRADE 

• Organised  crime

• Theft  reporting  
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BOOKTRADE

ORGANISED  CRIME

• Organised  crime  has  no  interest  

in  the  book  trade
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BOOKTRADE

ORGANISED  CRIME

• Usually  books  are  only  stolen  by  

individuals, such  people  are  invariably  

caught  and  processed  by  common  law, 

usually, if  not  always, with  the  close  co-

operation  of  the  trade. The  trade  

communicates  amongst  itself, 

electronically, nationwide  on  a  daily  basis



[image: image25.emf]CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE

ORGANISED  CRIME

• Most  petty  theft  of  books  is  at  a  

shoplifting  level

• Stolen  books  are  read, not  resold

• Few  books  are  stolen  since  they  are  

large, heavy, low-value, difficult  to  sell



[image: image26.emf]CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE

ORGANISED  CRIME

• House  robbers  do  not  steal  books. 

Cell phones – yes

Gold  coins  - yes

Jewellery - yes

Copper  pipes  - yes

Books  - no



[image: image27.emf]CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE 

THEFT  REPORTING

• We  have  an  effective  network  for  

informing  members  of  stolen  items, and  

can  report  success  in  both  returning  

books  as  well  as  apprehending  thieves



[image: image28.emf]RECORDS

• Revenue  services  VAT  rules  require  

that  we  keep  records  of  purchases  

including  contact  details  and  the  

identity  of  the  seller

• Expensive  items  are  usually  sold  on  

invoice  to  recorded  parties



[image: image29.emf]EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT

• Closure

• Redundancy

• Reduced  revenue

• Impoverishment  of  society

• Out  of  line



[image: image30.emf]EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT

CLOSURE

• The  end  effect  will  be  to  force  

dealers  to  close  under  the  weight  

of  administration

– Also  limits  entry  into  the  trade  as  a  

small  business



[image: image31.emf]EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT

REDUNDANCY

• Full  and  part  time  staff  will  be  

made  redundant



[image: image32.emf]EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT

REDUCED  REVENUE

• Book  dealers  are  nett contributors  

to  the  tax  base. VAT, PAYE, company  

and  personal  tax  contributions  will  

fall



[image: image33.emf]EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT

IMPOVERISHMENT  OF  SOCIETY

• The  elimination  of  readily  available  

knowledge  and  entertainment  in  affordable  

book  form  will  be  a  loss  to  everyone  in  

the  country

• Damaging  the  second-hand  side  of  the  

industry  would  do  as  much  harm  to  

society  as  damaging  the  new  book  side



[image: image34.emf]EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT

OUT  OF  LINE

• The  trade  in  books  worldwide  is  

enormous. The  bill  will  cripple  our  

participation  in  this  by  destroying  the  

most  effective  method  of  redistribution  of  

books  from  those  who  want  to  sell  to  

those  who  want  to  buy
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BOOKS SHOULD BE REMOVED 

• In the light of the evidence presented there is a 

conclusive case for the removal of books from the 

jurisdiction of the proposed Second Hand Goods Act

• The  loss  of  the  trade  is  not  only  a  loss  to  small  

businesses, but  a  denial  of  access  to  knowledge 

e.g. Sol  Plaatje. Books  not  in  print  will  disappear

– Students  and  Researchers  will  suffer

– We  would  have  to  import  these  titles

– Second-hand  Shakespeare's
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BOOKS SHOULD BE REMOVED

• Why  is  there  a  second-hand  trade ? 

– Items  not  easily  otherwise  available

– Cheap – bureaucracy  will  drive  up  the  

prices

- trade  is  presently  economically  viable
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THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  BILL 



		Is  discriminatory  to  book  dealers



		Criminalises  book  dealers



		Is  unworkable  to  book  dealers
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CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE 

 ORGANISED  CRIME



		Most  petty  theft  of  books  is  at  a  shoplifting  level



		Stolen  books  are  read, not  resold





		Few  books  are  stolen  since  they  are  large, heavy, low-value, difficult  to  sell
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT



		Closure

		Redundancy

		Reduced  revenue

		Impoverishment  of  society

		Out  of  line
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT



IMPOVERISHMENT  OF  SOCIETY





		The  elimination  of  readily  available  knowledge  and  entertainment  in  affordable  book  form  will  be  a  loss  to  everyone  in  the  country



		Damaging  the  second-hand  side  of  the  industry  would  do  as  much  harm  to  society  as  damaging  the  new  book  side
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CONCLUSION



BOOKS SHOULD BE REMOVED 



		In the light of the evidence presented there is a conclusive case for the removal of books from the jurisdiction of the proposed Second Hand Goods Act 



		The  loss  of  the  trade  is  not  only  a  loss  to  small  businesses, but  a  denial  of  access  to  knowledge e.g. Sol  Plaatje. Books  not  in  print  will  disappear



		Students  and  Researchers  will  suffer

		We  would  have  to  import  these  titles

		Second-hand  Shakespeare's
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THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  BILL 



DISCRIMINATORY



		The  bill  discriminates  against  the  used  book  trade  whilst  ignoring  the  new  book  trade
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CONCLUSION



BOOKS SHOULD BE REMOVED



		Why  is  there  a  second-hand  trade ? 

		Items  not  easily  otherwise  available

		Cheap – bureaucracy  will  drive  up  the  prices



		- trade  is  presently  economically  viable
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT



OUT  OF  LINE



		The  trade  in  books  worldwide  is  enormous. The  bill  will  cripple  our  participation  in  this  by  destroying  the  most  effective  method  of  redistribution  of  books  from  those  who  want  to  sell  to  those  who  want  to  buy
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT



REDUNDANCY



		Full  and  part  time  staff  will  be  made  redundant
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT



REDUCED  REVENUE 



		Book  dealers  are  nett  contributors  to  the  tax  base. VAT, PAYE, company  and  personal  tax  contributions  will  fall
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  ACT



CLOSURE



		The  end  effect  will  be  to  force  dealers  to  close  under  the  weight  of  administration

		Also  limits  entry  into  the  trade  as  a  small  business




















_1280753975.ppt




CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE 



THEFT  REPORTING



		We  have  an  effective  network  for  informing  members  of  stolen  items, and  can  report  success  in  both  returning  books  as  well  as  apprehending  thieves
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RECORDS



		Revenue  services  VAT  rules  require  that  we  keep  records  of  purchases  including  contact  details  and  the  identity  of  the  seller





		Expensive  items  are  usually  sold  on  invoice  to  recorded  parties
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CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE 

 ORGANISED  CRIME



		House  robbers  do  not  steal  books. 



Cell phones – yes

Gold  coins  - yes

Jewellery  - yes

Copper  pipes  - yes

Books  - no
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THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  BILL 

UNWORKABLE

		Where  similar  legislation  has  been  attempted  elsewhere  in  the  world  it  has  proved  to  be  unworkable
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CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE



ORGANISED  CRIME



		Organised  crime  has  no  interest  in  the  book  trade
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CRIME  IN  THE  BOOKTRADE 



ORGANISED  CRIME



		Usually  books  are  only  stolen  by  individuals, such  people  are  invariably  caught  and  processed  by  common  law, usually, if  not  always, with  the  close  co-operation  of  the  trade. The  trade  communicates  amongst  itself, electronically, nationwide  on  a  daily  basis
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CRIME  IN  THE  BOOK  TRADE 



		Organised  crime



		Theft  reporting  
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THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  BILL 



UNWORKABLE



		The  amount  of  work  involved  is  completely  out  of  sync  with  the  value  of  the  goods  and  human  resources  available  to  the  dealer	



		Records : seller  and  purchasers. ID  records required for purchases  of  R2.00  Mills  &  Boons  book  and  comics
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What  this  means  is : 



		Purchase  M & B  for  R1

		Record ID + details  of  seller. File



		Sell  the  M & B  for  R2.00

		Record ID + details of  purchaser. File
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THE  SECOND – HAND  GOODS  BILL 



CRIMINALISATION



		A  legitimate  business  activity  is  being  criminalised  by  associating  it  with  areas  of  activity  of  organised  crime  and  the  regulations  needed  to  control  same
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THE  TRADE - WORLDWIDE



		Dealers  worldwide  trading  on  the  internet  are  in  excess  of  15, 000



		For  every  one  trading, there  could  be  one  or  two  who  do  not  trade  on  the  net



		Thus  the  total  number  of  dealers  worldwide  would  be  approximately  45 000
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THE  TRADE - LOW  VALUE  ITEMS



		The  bulk  of  the  trade  operates  on  high  volumes  of  low  value  goods



		Most  used  books  sell  for  less  than  R100.00
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THE  TRADE - BENEFITS



		Our  trade  is  not  an  area  of  activity  for  organised  crime



		Used  books  are  more  affordable  than  new



		Students  and  pensioners  regularly  frequent  the  trade



		The  used  book  trade  supplies  hard-to-find  titles  to  researchers, libraries, universities  and  academics
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THE  TRADE - BENEFITS



		Book  dealers  employ  staff



		The  used  book  trade  is  a  net  contributor  to  our  foreign  exchange  earnings



		Used  books  are  a  contributor  to  literacy  among  the  disadvantaged e.g. Armstrongs
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THE  TRADE -

FEW  HIGH  VALUE  ITEMS



		High  priced  items  (R1000.00+)  form  a  very  small  part  of  the  trade



		More  expensive  items  normally  pass  through  established  legitimate  pathways
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THE  TRADE - SALES  OUTLETS



		The  majority  of  sales  are  through  bricks-and-mortar  outlets



		Other  non-commercial  outlets  also  sell  many  books  e. g. Hospice
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THE  TRADE - SMALL  BUSINESSES



		Small  businesses  form  the  bulk  of  the  second  hand  book  trade



		A  dealer  is  typically  a  small  business  of  2  or  3  people



		Many  book  dealers  are  often  retired / semi  retired  people
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THE  TRADE – SOUTH  AFRICA



		A  preliminary  count  indicates  over  300  new  book  outlets  (e.g. Exclusive  Books, Fascination) alone



		There  are  even  more  used  book  dealers  ranging  from  serious  traders  to  flea  market  and  charity  dealers
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The  Southern  African  Book  Dealers  Association



		SABDA  represents  the  established  Sector  of  the  trade





		Most  members  have  been  trading  for  10 – 20  years



		Some  for  more  than  50  years



		Our  aim  was  to  represent  the  top  end  of  the  trade  hence  our  restricted  membership
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THE  BOOK - LOW  VALUE



		Most  books  are  of  low  commercial  value. They  are  not  attractive  to  organised  crime



		They  have  very, very  little  scrap  value  bar  that  of  recycling  value, which  is  negligible



		The  material  value  cannot  be  compared  to  that  of  gold, platinum  and  copper
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THE  BOOK - ORIGINAL  STATE



		Books  cannot  be  chopped  up  like  cable  or  melted  down  and  recast  as  new  or  re-assembled  from  component  parts



		Books  are  produced  in  quantity  with  no  unique  identifying  numbers



		One  “Harry  Potter”  is  much  like  another



		Books  are  only  of  worth  if  clean  and  in  the  original  state
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THE  BOOK -

PERSONAL  AND  UBIQUITOUS



		A  book  is  often  a  personal  item  purchased  through  means  of  retail



		The  book  is  everywhere – home, libraries, institutions



		It  is  society’s  prime  repository  of  knowledge
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The  Southern  African  Book  Dealers  Association
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The  Southern  African  Book  Dealers  Association



		SABDA  Was  formed  in  2002



		It  has  30  members



		We  have  a  constitution  published  in  a  public  domain
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The  Southern  African  Book  Dealers  Association’s  Presentation  to  Parliament  in  respect  of  the  proposed  Second  Hand  Goods  Bill  (B2B – 2008)


















