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Mr. Chairman, Minister, members of the Portfolio Committee and everyone here today, thank you for the opportunity of speaking to you.

I ask you to listen to what I have to say, actually I beg you to please listen to my story...

I was brought up in Zimbabwe.  My father was a farmer and he was a tough man.  A very tough man.  I do not wish to dishonour him, but lets just say that he was a product, and influenced by, the history and circumstances of those days.

One thing which he did for which I was grateful, was that he sent me to a multiracial school.  I made friends with all races.  One of my closest friends was a coloured man by the name of Mike Lewis, who I understand subsequently ran 400 metre hurdles for Malawi.  I slept next to a black man.

We had many arguments with the outbreak of the bush war in Zimbabwe.  The black boys would ask “what are you going to do ... are you coming to shoot me because I’m black?”  And I would reply “no, are you going to shoot me because I’m white?”  On the farms the same thing happened.  When I was called up by the army to fight on the ‘white’ side my response was that I hadn’t decided if I was going to fight, or which side to fight on !

As you can imagine this didn’t make me too popular in the local, very conservative, farming community !

So I effectively went into exile in South Africa.  That was in the early 70’s.

Around 25 years ago, in the early 80’s my father died.  I had a consultancy here in South Africa, but I had no choice but to go back to the farms.

There were many excellent people on the farms, Phineas Mpofu, Peter Malalazi and others.  We farmed as a company and I could see there would be a major issue over land distribution.  We had quite a bit of land, not huge, but substantial.

By the mid 90’s, at about the same time in relation to the first free elections in Zimbabwe, as we are now in South Africa, I asked the directors of our company if they would reconsider the way we operated.  They would not accept any of my suggestions.  Then I spoke to the local farming community.

Eventually in about July 2000 I addressed the Commercial Farmers Union, which is the equivalent of AgriSA here - except that the CFU represented far fewer commercial farmers, totaling perhaps 4,500, as compared with maybe 45,000 here.

Nobody would listen to me.

Jumping forward to the land invasions, I was witness to the way things happened.  Cattle standing there in the morning bleeding after being hacked.  People intimidated, raped and murdered.  And it’s still happening there now.

So I have asked myself a thousand times - Why do people behave this way?  Why do blacks and whites, and even the Nazis behave in an unfair way?  And you know, it all starts with little things.  I don’t know if any of you have been to the Holocaust Center, just up the road from here ?  I went there and an old Jewish lady who's family had been exterminated in the concentration camps told me how she had been at a school in Germany, and they hadn’t allowed her to wear the same clothes as all the other little girls.

(Interjection here from the audience) ... ‘Can the speaker get to the bill on the table?’

Yes, in fact, right now.

If we look at -

Item 4 - Section 10 (1) reads in part :- “The minister may ... on such terms and conditions as he or she may determine... ” etc.

Section 10 (3) reads “The minister shall have all the rights, powers and duties ... to (b) conduct a business, or other economic enterprise, ... ” etc.

Section 10 (4) Makes things retrospective ...

and Item 5 - Section 11 “The minister may on such terms and conditions as he or she may deem fit ... sell, exchange, donate, lease ... ” etc.

And so on ...

Can you see the danger !!?

And it’s not the detail, but the principle that’s important.

There’s a lot of power vested in the minister.  It’s absolutely nothing personal about the minister, but I’m concerned that things can go wrong.  I think there’s a better way of addressing the situation.

I have a confession to make ... I was elected chairperson of a relatively small NGO some years ago.  Sometimes I was tempted to believe that I knew what was best for the people whom I represented.  Even in a small position of power and authority, I thought that maybe I should just do what I ‘knew’ was best, and not worry about what everyone else thought !

Please understand, I was there when they set alight to the farms at around 8 o’clock one evening, so I’m speaking from experience.

Mr. Matlala (NAFU) said earlier this morning that things were progressing too slowly and he thought 7% of GDP should be set aside for land redistribution.  To put it in perspective, as far as I know the contribution of the agricultural sector to GDP is around 2,7% to 4,5% depending on the season - members may be able to correct me.  Of course, it could be argued that if one includes agri-industries it may amount to perhaps 12% or even 15%.

Personally, I would think about as much as say 70% of land being redistributed.  In which case, taking that Eskom’s recapitalisation may cost in the region of R300b, I would personally think that a figure of R100b would not be impossible.  But, I don’t think that cash should simply be ‘shelled out’ !

I think a better solution should be found and discussed.  I don’t believe that white commercial farmers are shortsighted, and nor are black farmers shortsighted.  I think we can get to a better solution.  And I think that the bill should be scrapped, because it’s not the best solution right now.

It is an honour and a privilege to have had an opportunity to speak to you.

Thank you.

_____________ // _____________

Questions and comments :

(1)  Mr. Dlali :-  On a visit to Zimbabwe some time ago, an MDC representative said both Zanu PF and MDC had basically the same policies, but that the problem was in implementation.

(2) Mr. Dlali :- The problem is that ’some of you’ are happy with things the way they are (!)

(3) Mr. Abram : - Asked for clarification on whether it had been suggested that the bill should be scrapped.

In reply :

(1)  Yes, agreed.  I don’t think the detail in the Bill is really the issue.  The implementation is.  One needs to be absolutely fair.  I have nothing against the minister.  In fact she seems like a very nice person to me.

(The minister interjecting, to laughter) ... ‘I am nice !’

Yes, but the problem is, I don’t know who will be there after the minister ...

(2)  About happiness : I believe that one can only be really happy if most people are happy with the situation.

(3)  About scrapping the bill :  Yes.  I believe this bill is not the best solution right now and I personally feel it should be scrapped.  Maybe it could be used in future.  I’m not saying we should be delaying for ages.  I think we could come to a better solution before the end of the year and implement it in the first half of next year.

It was mentioned by Mr. Matlala earlier, that there had been a kind of ‘Polokwane I and a Polokwane II’.  Perhaps we should have a Codesa II.

Thank you

