SUBMISSION BY GEOFF DAVIES: SAFCEI (SOUTHERN AFRICAN FAITH COMMUNITIES’ ENVIRONMENT INSTITUTE’S)

National Energy Bill

Unfortunately I will not be able to make a verbal submission. In support of my submission I attach two articles that were published in the Cape rimes and spell out the Southern African Faith Communities' Environment Institute's (SAFCEI) position regarding South Africa's energy future.

Subsequent to these articles SAFCEI has held a public meeting at which the Chairman of Eskom, Mr. Valli Moosa, spoke, and a meeting wit! a member of Eskom's executive, Dr. Steve Lennon.

We still believe that the energy crisis South Africa I as been experiencing is a window of opportunity. However, this requires that we think imaginatively and "out of the box".

We believe that the Climate Change crisis prohibit "business as usual" with coal, oil and gas. We believe that the South African government and Eskom see nuclear energy as an alternative as does the government in the UK. While nuclear energy generation is preferable to coal from the carbon emmissions aspect, we believe that we are given vast opportunities from renewable sources that far surpass the energy potential of nuclear generated power. As such, nuclear power generation belongs to a previous age. Unlimited opportunities are opening to us if we follow the renewable route. I am also hearing numerous reports of the increasing costs of nuclear power generation, not only the cost of mining the uranium but the huge costs of the production and use of steel and cement which are required for the construction of nuclear power plants. Added to this are ever escalating costs for decommissioning nuclear power stations, and the vexed question of waste, even if some Europe; n countries solve the problems of their
