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2 July 2008 

COMMENTS: LAND USE MANAGEMENT BILL MAY 2008 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment or the Land Use Management Bill (B27-2008), hereafter referred to as the "Bill". I submitted extensive comment in 2001 and 2007 on the draft bills. It will obviously serve no purpose to repeat the comments I made in those submissions. 

However, there are two writing mistakes that, in my opinion, should be corrected in the Bill. 

1 Section 4( d) 

Section 4( d) should read: 

"(d) the principle of sustainability to promote the sustainable management and use of resources, ... " 

or 

"(d) the principle of sustainability to promote the sustainable management for sustainable use of resources, ... " 

The expression "sustainable management" has no meaning. It is not the "management" that must be sustained, but improving human welfare and natural resources. 

2 Section 2 (a)(iii) 

The "or" at the end of section 2(a)(iii) should be replaced by an "and". As it stands now it regulates that one or the other of 2(a)(iii) and ( v) shall apply, but not both at the same time. Obviously the intention was that both should apply. 

"2) The compulsory norms and standards must- ... (b) include- (iii) a reflection of existing and future land use plans…; or and (iv) mechanisms for identifying strategically located vacant or underutilised land and for providing access to, and the use of such land." 

In conclusion 

In conclusion, three points: 

First, the Bill will have no beneficial or in integrating effects in the Western Cape Province. 

Admittedly this Province may also not be much worse off. 

Second, there is no effort in the Bill at integrating land use control. There are at least five other acts that directly control land use, namely, National Environmental Management Act; Biodiversity Act; Protected Areas Act; Coastal Areas Bill (I am not sure if it has been enacted yet); and the National Heritage Resources Act. For the, general public land use control will be as complex and obscure after this Bill has been passed as it is now. 

Lastly, eradicating inequalities caused by Apartheid does not lie in a planning act, as the writers of the Bill seem to think. It lies in the' ,ray environmental management (which includes spatial planning) is applied. The Bill will lot be better for this aim than the Land Use Planning Ordinance at present in use in the Western Cape Province. 

Yours faithfully. 

