Presentation to the Portfolio Committee on Labour
29 July 2008

EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROVIDER RESPONSE/SUBMISSION 
THE PROPOSED SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2008

The following important changes are recommended by the Association of Private Providers of Education, Training and Development in the interest of those of our members who are Providers of Occupational Qualifications (Training Providers):

1. Amendment of section 17 of Act 97 of 1998 
(p.17 and 18)
(c) a training provider accredited by the QTCO….

At issue:

At present registration of providers is required at the Department of Education. The registration of training providers at the Department of Education has been one of the most contentious problems in the system as the DOE does not recognise accreditation other than that with the CHE and Umalusi. This meant that the accreditation with SETAs and professional bodies had to be duplicated. It also meant that skills development providers were required to comply with criteria designed for universities and colleges.
Definition from the NQF Bill: 

“training provider” means a provider of occupational learning programmes    accredited in terms of the Skills Development Act.

Recommendation:

We would like to recommend that the registration of training providers offering occupational qualifications be done by the Department of Labour. This will prevent duplication in terms of accreditation and registration and ensure that the registration regulations for occupational training can be fit suitable for training providers.

The wording of the amendment of section 17 should thus read:

(c) a training provider accredited by the QTCO and then registered by the Department of Labour….
The above changes will also require the word “registration” to be added under 26J (c).

Amendment Section 26J (p.31)

26J. The Minister may, after consulting the QCTO, by notice in the Gazette, make regulations regarding –

(c) the registration and accreditation of occupational skills development providers:

2. Amendment of section 23 of Act 97 of 1998

Employment services 

(c) to establish and or register skills development providers and or institutes of occupational excellence as prescribed;

At issue:

We believe that this is a duplication of registration for skills development/training providers and creates an unnecessary burden on providers. In addition, the establishment of skills development providers is too broad and open to all kinds of interpretation.  
The skills development providers need to be recorded on the information systems of Employment services. The institutes of excellence could be registered as such by the employment agencies as prescribed.
Recommendation 

Adjust the sentence to read:

1 (c) to record skills development providers and establish and register institutes of occupational excellence as prescribed;

3. 26H Functions of QCTO

(2) Subject to any policy issued by the Minister in terms of section 26E the QCTO is responsible for: 
At Issue:

It is important to ensure that the skills development qualifications under the QCTO must include all levels of qualifications from 1 to 10.  All working citizens have a right to realise their potential by developing themselves within their occupations. Many occupations have no recourse to university studies, as the knowledge and skills are work-based. 
Examples of these are aircraft pilots, ship’s engineers, managers, accountants, power station operators, human resources practitioners, journalists and publishers. 
Adjust the clause to read:

(2) Subject to any policy issued by the Minister in terms of section 26E the QCTO is responsible on all levels of the NQF for:
a) establishing and maintaining occupational standards and qualifications 

b) the quality assurance of occupational standards and qualifications and learning in and for the workplace 
By making these small changes to the legislation the problems between the Departments of Education and Labour regarding the accreditation and registration of training providers will be at an end. 

Mariétta van Rooyen

Delegate and Past Chairperson of APPETD 
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