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 CAPRICORN DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
DRINKING WATER QUALITY REPORT TO PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON WATER AFFAIRS AND FORESTRY

DATE :  18 JUNE 2008

VENUE :  PARLIAMENT , CAPE TOWN

1. Challenges encountered in attaining the water quality issues.

· The Municipality does not have its own laboratory to perform water quality analysis, and it relies on DWAF laboratories.

· More than 80 percent of the population within the district Municipality depends on groundwater supply, and it is globally known and understood that it is sometimes difficult to manage the groundwater quality due to the geological nature of some aquifers. 

· Groundwater quality in some parts of the Municipality is not suitable for human consumption due to the geological nature of the area that contribute to the presence of high levels of fluorides, nitrates and other salts content which impart bad taste. Water containing high salts content requires special treatment processes to ensure fitness for domestic use, which are complex and expensive to install.

· The   area under the jurisdiction of Capricorn District Municipality is too vast and can lead to inconsistent sampling at some sampling sites.

· Sanitation delivery models where dry sanitation is the most appropriate model with the negative outcome of groundwater pollution.

· DWAF never implemented Groundwater Protocol in their previous programmes hence high level of groundwater pollution.

· High level of illiteracy of the operators appointed and transferred by DWAF to the WSA.

2. Plans to address Water Quality issues within Capricorn District Municipality
The function of monitoring water quality within municipal jurisdiction areas was previously performed by DWAF, however as from 2008/2009 financial year, the Municipality will make a shift.

· The Municipality has established Water Quality Management Section and dedicated team has been appointed as from May 2008 to deal with all water quality issues within the area of jurisdiction of the district Municipality.

· The team will develop Drinking Water Quality Monitoring Programme to ensure samples are taken at appropriate points in accordance with SANS 241 requirements.

· The team will also identify all areas within the district, which have repeatedly recorded non-compliance to SANS 241 according to electronic Water Quality Management System administered by DWAF.

· Remedial actions to correct the failures will be implemented accordingly as per identified areas.

· Adequate budget was made available to ensure that groundwater is pumped into the reservoirs and apply disinfection to destroy micro-organisms/ bacteria and to eliminate post contamination within the network, this will ensure the water is safe for human consumption.

· Groundwater Protocol to be implemented in 2008.9

3. Relationship between various role player at a national, provincial and local level in terms of compliance mechanism


· The Municipality participate in the Provincial CollaCom (Collaboration Committee, major & highest decision maker) forum where drinking water quality issues also form part of the agenda. 

· DWAF National Office (Water Services Regulation Directorate) regularly sent representatives at the provincial CollaCom forum where regional status quo presentations are made with regards to drinking water quality compliance, and issues pertaining to Capricorn DM and other WSAs are disseminated to relevant officials for implementation.

· The Municipality has good relationship with DWAF regional office, where they assist in taking water samples and analyse them in their own laboratory. 

· Capricorn District Municipality together with its Local Municipalities are in the process of establishing a District Water Quality Forum where all Local Municipalities and other stakeholders are expected to participate.

· Capricorn District Municipality is in the process of appointing Local Municipality as Water Service Providers.

4. Awareness Programmes undertaken in our Municipality to alert communities of risks associated with water contamination.

· Currently there is Health & Hygiene Programme where Capricorn District Municipality officials interact with communities on associated water quality & use risks.

·  The Municipality has further plans to initiate water quality awareness campaigns in the coming 2008/09 financial year and sufficient budget has been allocated.

· On the 18th October 2008, which is the World Water Monitoring Day, our Municipality will join the world on celebrating this day. The Municipality will identify community forums and schools where drinking water quality issues and importance of preventing pollution of our resource will be appropriately disseminated on this important day.

5. Water Quality Monthly Reports to DWAF and any anomalies contained therein.

· The Municipality currently relies on monthly reports from the electronic Water Quality Management System (eWQMS) which is downloaded from Emanti website initiated by DWAF. The same report is used by DWAF to compile regional drinking water quality status with regards to compliance.

· The new water quality team will interrogate the monthly reports from the above system and intervene where necessary to ensure any anomalies or failures are dealt with accordingly with the outcome to be forwarded to DWAF.

6. Funds made available to address Water Quality Issues 

The Municipality has budgeted R8 million to address all water quality issues during 2008/09 financial year. We are confident that the funds will be able to address drinking water quality issues outlined below:

· The team will develop credible Drinking Water Quality Monitoring Programme for the district.

· The Municipality will take over water quality monitoring function from DWAF, since provision has been made to enter into an agreement with accredited laboratory to analyse the water samples for the Municipality.

· Equipment to perform water quality spot checks on site like free residual chlorine will be purchased for usage by water quality team.

· Development of Water Safety and Security Plans, as the best practice recommended by World Health Organisation (WHO) to effectively manage drinking water quality systems.

· Ensure that electronic Water Quality Management System (eWQMS) installed by DWAF within the Municipality is maintained and run smoothly.

7. Technical and Scientific skills operating Water Purification Works.

· This is another area that posses great challenge within the Municipality, especially with water schemes transferred from DWAF because some operators have never been classified and registered according to DWAF Regulation 2834 under the National Water Act of 1956 (Regulation controlling the classification and registration of plant operators and water care works). A worse scenario is where those operators that do not understand water quality issues.

· Capricorn District Municipality recently appointed water quality manager and four qualified experienced water quality technicians who joined the Municipality on 2nd June 2008. These technicians are responsible for, among others water quality monitoring, water quality testing on site, interrogating water quality reports and intervene where there are failures and take immediate remedial actions and also play advisory role and will assist in training those operators to ensure the purification works produce potable water suitable for human consumption complying to SANS 241.

8. The role and assistance offered by the National and Regional DWAF, DPLG and Water Boards

· DWAF national office has played vital role with regards to drinking water quality management by funding and ensuring that the electronic Water Quality Management System (eWQMS) is installed within the Municipality. The system is currently active and is up and running. The initiative is much appreciated. 

· DWAF Regional office assist the Municipality with drinking water sampling and analysis, thereafter results loaded into the system referred to above to ensure water quality reports are available from the system on monthly basis. This is much appreciated and we urge DWAF Regional office to continue with the function until we are ready to take over during the new financial year, 2008/09.

· However, the Municipality will appreciate if analysis results can be made available to water quality officials immediately after they were released from the laboratories because currently the information is only available from the Water Quality Management System 15 days after analysis has been done, and we believe that it is too late to intervene if any microbiological failures have occurred since the community would have been affected by the time we will start to act.

· Assistance offered by DPLG in terms of the oversight role and financial assistance through the Municipal Infrastructure Grant and participate in all IGR Forums.

· Lepelle Northern Water currently are bulk water service providers including water quality testing thereof.

9. Concluding Remarks
In view of the explanation given above, would like to confirm openly as the WSA that come the end of 2008/09 financial year, the Municipality will be in the forefront with regards to the management of water quality systems.
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Cllr: M MONAKEDI  






DATE  

EXECUTIVE MAYOR, CAPRICORN DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 

PAGE  
6

