BRIEFING TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND RECREATION ON THE BUILDING OF COMMUNITY LIBRARIES, 18 JUNE 2008

The Department of Arts and Culture, through the community libraries conditional grant programme, in collaboration with provincial governments, continues to extend the provision of library and information services and facilities to the previously disadvantaged communities. It remains the primary focus of the Department to ensure that access to reading materials and the development of reading as an activity is promoted among the youth, families and communities. It is essential that the library sector is transformed into a vehicle capable of meeting the developmental and socio-economic needs of the communities at large. In the previous financial year (2007/2008) an amount of R180 million was distributed to the provinces to amongst others appoint additional staff members for community libraries, provide new reading materials, upgrade crumbling infrastructure and install new ICT equipments. These priorities were agreed to with the provinces in line with an impact assessment study conducted by the Department. Some provinces have been able to deliver better than others on these priorities.

The provinces have reported as follows on the building of new libraries and upgrading of existing libraries in their provinces:

Eastern Cape

No community libraries were established during 2007/08.

Two libraries will be built: 1 in Mount Fletcher and 1 in Cofimvaba in 2006/07. The planning of a building of a public/community library in Mdantsane, Buffalo City is in an advanced stage.

The province is currently upgrading 36 libraries.

Free State

Two community libraries were opened in rural/township areas, namely:

Refenkgotso Library (Deneysville) in Metsimaholo Municipality in Fezile Dabi District Selosesha Library (Thaba Nchu) in Mangaung Municipality in Motheo District.

The library in Phahameng was upgraded.

Gauteng

Construction of 12 new libraries and upgrading of 1 library, with funding from the municipalities, was started in 2006-07:

Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality: Jabavu, (Soweto) River Park (Alexandra), Ivory Park North and Tshepisong (Soweto).

Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality: Tembisa West Community Library opened on 27 January 2007. Upgrading of the Olifantsfontein Library has been approved for 200617. New libraries for Vosloorus and Langaville are also on the budget.

Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality: new library in Winterveld, Garankuwa, Klipkruisfontein, and Nelmapius (Mamelodi).

(Moaale City). New library in Hekpoort

Kw.aZulu-Natal

Seven new libraries were built since 2006 /07

Nongoma (rural town)

Hlabisa (rural town)

Ixopo (town)

Ingwe (rural town)

Mtubatuba (rural town)

Eastwood (city suburb of Pietermaritzburg)

Msunduzi Children's Library (extension to the main city library for children and learners)

Limpopo

One library was established at Mankweng, Polokwane Municipality with municipal funds. The province is planning to build 2 new community libraries in the current financial year in Fetakgomo and Thulamela Municipalities.

Mpumalanga

One new library was opened in Kwaggafontein in February 2008.

Five existing library buildings were upgraded and opened as new libraries in Emfuntini, Marapyane, Doringkop, Bushbuck Ridge and Leroro in 2008.

Northern Cape

34 container libraries have been provided to communities. No community libraries were built recently due to insufficient funding for capital projects.

North-West

Construction, or planning of construction, of 5 community libraries were started, and mobile libraries were introduced in each district.

Taung Central Community Library (Bophirima District. Greater Taung Local Municipality)

Morokweng Community Library (Bophirima District Kagisano Local Municipality)

Ikageng Ext 11 Community Library (Southern District: Tlokwe (Potchefstroom) Municipality

Manamele Community Library (Bojanala District: Moses Kotane Municipality)

A toy library service was established in 18 community libraries.

8 community libraries were upgraded and renovated in the 2007/08 financial year.

Western Cape

In 2007/08 the province built new libraries in LeeuGamka and Klaarstroom (Prins Albert Municipality) from its provincial budget.

Library depots as extended rural service delivery points that were built with conditional grant funds:

Noll (Eden District Municipality) Fairhills (Breede Valley Municipality).

Library depots as extended rural service delivery points that were built from the provincial budget:

Simondium (Stellenbosch municipality) Algeria (West Coast)

Molsvlei (West Coast)

2. Challenges identified with improving conditions in libraries to deliver an efficient service to all citizens

Projects that the provincial library and information services are focusing on to enhance library and information services are as follows-

1. improving access to libraries and the delivery of information services to people with specific needs and physical disabilities.

2. increased access to facilities for children, audio-visual material for the visually impaired and for the aged.

3. improving access to library and information services to people in under serviced areas (rural areas).

4. extending library opening hours.

5. building relevant and appropriate library collections that meet people's needs, e.g. the provisioning of material in indigenous languages, the purchasing of books, periodicals and toys.

6. improving literacy, and establishing a culture of reading.

7. the appointment and training of professionally qualified librarians.

a. increased access to ICT facilities and systems, maintenance of ICT equipment, and training of users in the use of ICT.

9. upgrading and maintaining of library buildings.

10. improved coordination and collaboration between national, provincial and local library and information services, e.g. the signing of service level agreements between local and provincial governments.

3.	Way forward

Provincial and national business plans that outline outcomes and outputs for each province have been approved by the National Treasury, and the first allocations for 2008/2009 have been transferred to provinces in April 2008.

Provinces report monthly, quarterly and annually to the Department and National Treasury on their targets, outcomes and expenditures.

The! National Treasury is supplying technical assistance to two provinces and the Department with the management of the grant.

The! Department and the provinces are in the process of drafting an evaluation plan to improve the processes of implementing the grant through assessing and improving grant delivery mechanisms (formative evaluation), and to assess progress towards the achievement of programme outcomes/objectives. The evaluation process will be monitored until the end of the project.

As part of government's Apex 3 project, the Department is currently assisting the Dept. of Communications in gathering ICT infrastructure information from public libraries located in the vicinity of DiNaledi schools. The aim of the DiNaledi schools project is to establish connectivity to the schools and surrounding government institutions.

The Department of Arts and Culture is working closely with the national Dept. of Education in promoting close cooperation and partnership between school libraries and community libraries.

The National Library of South Africa, in cooperation with the Department, is in the proc;ess of 

1. developing an ICT strategy to establish a national ICT infrastructure in 	public/community libraries.

2. publishing an addition to the catalogue: Writings in nine tongues: a catalogue of literature and readers in nine African languages for South Africa.

3. republishing classical works in African languages.

4. drafting of a Library Transformation Charter. The National Council for Library 	and Information Services is guiding the process. Public consultations are currently being held in the provinces.

