



Submission of Khulumani Support Group to the Finance Portfolio Committee on the Special Pensions Amendment Bill 2008
Introduction

Khulumani Support Group, the national membership organisation of around 55,000 victims and survivors of gross human rights violations, welcomes the invitation to civil society organisations to make submissions to the Finance Portfolio Committee in respect of its Special Pensions Amendment Bill. 

Khulumani was alerted to this opportunity by officials of the GEPF this month when the advertised closing date for submissions had already passed. We sincerely apologise for this late submission.

Khulumani Support Group has been an active partner to the GEPF (Government Employees’ Pension Fund) over several years and has reached out through visits and telephone calls to members in remote rural communities to draw their attention to the existence of the Special Pension and the need to apply timeously.

Khulumani was aware that the Special Pensions Act of 1996 applied to individuals who had “made sacrifices or had served the public interest in the establishment of a democratic order” in South Africa and that the Special Pension was aimed at providing for those persons who had not been able to build a pension due to their full time involvement in the struggle for liberation. Khulumani understood that the major focus of the Special Pensions offices was on reaching those who had been “members of armed or military forces not established by or under any law, and which were under the authority and control of, or associated with and promoted the objectives of a political organisation.”  The literature provided to Khulumani confirmed that the following criteria had to be fulfilled by applicants: They had to:

· be or be entitled to South African citizenship;
· have been 35 years or older on 1 December 1996;

· have been prevented from providing for their own pension because of being engaged full-time in a political organisation, being banned or restricted, or being imprisoned for a political offence; 
· have suffered a permanent and total disability  or

· have been the surviving spouse or dependant of a person who died before 2 February 1990 who met the above criteria.

Given this understanding, Khulumani focused its efforts on trying to inform and reach all those who might qualify on the basis of having served a military formation. Khulumani continued these outreach efforts especially to villages in rural areas where people had not been reached with the information because of a lack of newspapers and of access to television and radios because they do not have electricity. Through these efforts, Khulumani reached around 3,300 persons before the December 2006 closing date and assisted many of them to complete application forms and to return them to Khulumani’s Contact Centre for delivery to the Special Pensions office in Tshwane. Despite these efforts, Khulumani was aware of many areas of the country that remained unreached. Of particular concern were the rural areas of the Eastern and Northern Cape, the North West Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu Natal and the Free State. Khulumani drafted plans for road shows to reach these areas and informed the Special Pensions Department of the necessity of extending the time period as well as of supporting Khulumani in its outreach activities.  

Khulumani Recommendations
Khulumani proposes that the cut-off date for Special Pensions applications should be withdrawn on the basis of the evidence that many rural communities had no access to information about Special Pensions. Khulumani proposes that opportunities be extended to communities that were never reached with information about Special Pensions by officials of the Special Pension Provincial Offices. Khulumani is committed to assisting with this task.  
Khulumani recommends that the present age limitation that requires beneficiaries to have been 35 years or older on 1 December 1996, should be cancelled and that Special Pensions should be provided for those who were politically active and who suffered consequences as a result of this activism and were 15 years or older at the time. Khulumani therefore recommends that the provisions include persons who “made sacrifices or served the public interest in the establishment of a democratic order” and who were born between 1961 and 1981. This would mean that the young people who were involved from the age of 15 years and older, would be included in the provisions of the amended Act.  Many young people who were expected to be breadwinners for their families, lost their lives because of their political activism.  Khulumani would be able to provide the Special Pensions Department with its validated list of those who lost their lives in the struggle within South Africa and whose families should be considered for Special Pension benefits.
Khulumani Support group recommends that the requirement that applicants provide proof of political party affiliation be done away with on the grounds that most survivors of gross human rights violations, did not carry membership cards for any political party because these parties were banned organisations.
Finally, Khulumani Support Group calls for government to open processes of recognition and restitution for the several thousand individuals who suffered gross human rights violations, for which they are able to provide verification, but who were not included in the limited processes of the TRC, so that they are officially recognised as victims of apartheid-era gross human rights violations and are thereby provided with means of beginning to overcome the consequences of their violations and of rebuilding their lives.

Khulumani calls on government to allocate a substantial portion of the funds remaining in The President’s Fund to Khulumani Support Group to support its ongoing outreach and support services to victims and survivors as it partners victims in participatory processes of rebuilding their lives and their livelihoods. 

Khulumani Support Group calls on government to withdraw its opposition to the Khulumani lawsuit and to stand by the right of its citizens to seek legal redress in any competent court, recognising that South Africa does not presently have domestic legislation that would provide for Khulumani to bring a case against the defending corporations in a South African court of law. 
Conclusion
Khulumani commits itself to providing assistance and information gathered over several years to enable government to complete the extensive agenda of “unfinished business” in South Africa.  Thank you for this opportunity to present the knowledge and experience of the organisation.
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