C&M SPACE INVESTMENTS SUBMISSION

The space Agency will have a role of consolidating all Government and industry efforts around space. Promote SMMEs development and capacity building. Promote international partnership and promote space within the general public and in schools. The Agency will have an overall responsibility of positioning South Africa within the African space activities.
It is encouraging to note that African countries like Nigeria, Algeria and Egypt,
are making great strides and successes in defining and implementing their respective space programmes. The South African Space Agency will have to position South Africa within these activities preferable without promoting duplication of activities but rather looking at partnerships which prove to have mutual benefits, whether in astronomy, science or military missions.
Even though South Africa has more than 20years of space heritage and world class space facilities more work needs to be done to build human capital development and to focus on SMME development and on research and development. The agency will have to make use of Academic Institutions and the private sector to be able to achieve its goals. SASA is a long awaited vehicle that will certainly revive our space industry and be a partner internationally.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON THE BILL

1. In Section 3(b),

This clause should include "creation and development of SMMEs" and should read as follows;

support the creation and development of SMMEs and an environment conducive to industrial development in space technologies;

2. In Section 4.2(b), the word "dispose" needs some definition in the form of footnote or in Section 1 of this Bill.

It is in the interests of C&M and the country that space related facilities, technology or institutions are given a second chance or an alternative.

C&M suggest the development of a policy that will guide the disposal of any space related property.

3. In Section 4.2(c) C&M suggests that it be not be limited to borrowing but other financial arrangements like PPP be allowed to the Agency.

PROPOSED SPACE VISION
The space industry is a high risk and capital intensive industry. For a country to be involved in this industry, it needs to have a clear vision. Otherwise it will fall short of its strategy. The United States of America's space vision is to send a Man to the Moon for a "second time". This is a bold statement which requires bold investments. This vision has lead NASA to have big budgets to spend. Hence, the US space/SMME industry was able to grow and be highly innovative and sustainable. NASA today is supported by small companies which produces critical softwares and subsystems for its missions. For South Africa to have a sustainable and well funded space missions, SASA needs to come up with a clear vision.

ROLE OF ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

More often than not, the role of academic institutions in Government programmes, as strategic partners, is ignored. This leads to the poor performance of the economy, lack of skills and expertise in that particular field of work. If we look closely at the developed world, Academic Institutions are the pillars of their economy and they actually support Govemment programmes and strategies. It is C&M proposal that SASA build its capabilities around capable Universities and technikons around the country. This approach will help build reliable skills and advance R&D&I capabilities within the space industry.

ROLE OF INDUSTRY

C&M sees SA SA as a Government entity that is responsible for the space industry in South Africa. This means that the survival or death of the industry depends on SA SA. C&M is confident that SASA sees a need for more companies other than C&M, to participate in this industry. The survival of the space industry would mean opportunities for employment and contribution to GDP.

The South African industry's role will be able to assist SASA achieve its goals through PPP, development of SMMEs and designing operational space missions, participating in international debates, increase exports thus boost the value of the RAND. SASA must be the champion of the industry for all of us to succeed.

CONCLUSION

C&M would like to take this opportunity to thank the Portfolio Committee in Science and Technology for the opportunity to present this document. C&M is confident about the future of space in South African.
C&M would like to encourage the Committee to assist SASA in defining our space vision and also to actually encourage National Treasury to boost the funding for SASA for SA SA to carryout its duties effectively and to great success. So that we can contribute in building a proud and motivated NATION.


