                                                                                           P.O. Box 7080, 

                                                                                           NEWCASTLE.

                                                                                           2940.

                                                                                           10TH April, 2008.  

The Committee Secretary,

Ms. Vuyokazi Majalamba, 

CAPE TOWN.

My name is Bill Renwick. I am seventy years old, and I am a throat cancer survivor. In May, 2003, at age sixty five, I underwent a full larengectomy, after having been a heavy

cigarette smoker for some forty six years. I had to adapt to a completely new way of life,

and it was six months before I was able to utter my first words with the aid of a voice 

prosthesis implanted in my throat. Today I  talk at will, and regard my status as no  worse than the wearing of spectacles or dentures.

I have adopted a positive attitude towards the situation, and would hate to see anyone else 

suffer the same fate. I have become a CANSA volunteer, and I visit schools and factories making short speeches, stressing the potential dangers of tobacco smoking, and imploring 

smokers to give up before it is too late.  

I started smoking as a schoolboy. It was my way of rebelling against the system, but I did 

not envisage, that I would become addicted to, and end up a tobacco slave.                                                                                               
Movie heros of the’50’s and ‘60’s, with cigarettes dangling from their lips, played a large 

role in convincing me to smoke, as did cinema adverts depicting champion sportsmen, 

lighting up, after a hard won game or match. 

Huge billboards in towns, cities and beside highways, also showed good looking men  and women lighting up.

Commercial radio was probably more cunning , with spot commercials sprouting phrases 

like : “ Men of the World , smoke XXX.”

          “ For kingsize pleasure, smoke XXX.”

          “ For extra satisfaction, men of action smoke XXX.”

The words that I have emphasised are easily absorbed into the minds of most young people who because they are young and impressionable, see only the good in life.

I am totally against the promotion and advertising of tobacco products, and if it were 

feasible, would be pleased to see tobacco and smoking banned forever.

I respectfully request that I be allowed to address the committee in person, during the 

Hearings to take place on 6th and 7th May, 2008

Yours faithfully,

H.W. ( BILL)  RENWICK.

