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MRC Innovation Centre Comments on the Technology Innovation Agency Bill

The mission of the Medical Research Council of South Africa (MRC) is to build a healthy nation through research. The MRC recognizes that, in order to have an impact on the health status of the nation, the research conducted by MRC Units must be translated into new and improved health solutions. The MRC Innovation Centre is therefore tasked with identifying, protecting, managing and commercializing intellectual property (IP) developed using MRC funding for such a purpose to the benefit of the MRC, the researchers and the people of South Africa. This function is in line with the proposed objectives of the Technology Innovation Agency (TIA). As a key stakeholder of the TIA, the MRC hereby submits comments on the Draft TIA Bill, aimed at ensuring that it is workable and will have the desired effect, i.e. to promote the development and exploitation of innovations. 

Comments on the TIA Bill

The MRC supports the establishment and objectives of the TIA. We are also satisfied with the proposed structure, management and control of the Agency. We do, however, have the following comments/suggestions on section 4 of the Bill:

· In all cases where a person, consortium or enterprise is referred to, “institution” should be included – this will need to be defined and should include public and private research and higher education institutions.

· Section 4 (1) (a) (iii) should include the phrase “…that has received financial or any other assistance from the TIA.”

· Section 4 (1) (c) should include the phrase “…that has received financial or any other assistance from the TIA.”

· Section 4 (2) needs to be amended as a person and consortium will not have a Board on which the TIA can be represented.

In conclusion the MRC congratulates the Minister of Science and Technology on the TIA initiative that will establish South Africa as a globally competitive and innovative nation.

[image: image3.jpg]



Professor Tony Bunn

Director: MRC Innovation Centre 

21 December 2007
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