Draft Resolution for National Assembly Debate on: “Meeting the Challenges of Road Safety on South African Roads”


This House -  

Noting:

· That in 2005 some 17,000 fatalities occurred on our roads, representing a daily average of 47 deaths, with a further daily average of 21 disabling injuries and 125 serious injuries;

· That this represents one of the highest per capita road trauma rates in the world;

· That with 20,000 families having a member killed or disabled in a road accident in 2005, road trauma has a major social, psychological and economic impact on our society;

· That the cost to our economy of road accidents in 2005 is estimated to be R43 billion;

· That some 40% of road fatalities are pedestrian deaths, and for children between the ages of 0 and 14 years road fatalities are the leading external cause of death.

Further noting:

· That African Ministers of Transport meeting in Addis Ababa in April 2006 identified the need to reduce fatalities on Africa’s roads by half by 2014;

· The many important short and long term road safety strategies introduced by government, including Arrive Alive, the tourist bus accident package, Operation Juggernaut, the patrol vehicle project, the 2001 Road to Safety strategy, and related legislation passed in parliament;

· High levels of public non-compliance with safety legislation and regulation, with driver behaviour being a factor in 91% of all accidents, and the sole causal factor in 64% of accidents;

· Enforcement that is often ineffective, including inappropriate traffic policing and inadequate prosecution, with only 2% of prosecutable road offences being brought to court, and fine collection being 17%;

And believing:

· That ensuring safety on our roads requires a comprehensive effort by all spheres of government, major role-players, and by the public at large;

· That much more effective enforcement, complemented by ongoing educational efforts, is the key to achieving behaviour change on our roads;

Therefore resolves:

· To call on government to ensure the rapid and effective implementation of the Road Traffic Infringement Act and the Administrative Adjudication of Road Traffic Offences Act;

· That measures must be undertaken to ensure that serious road traffic offences are brought to court and effective sentences are imposed; 

· That reduction of speed limits be imposed in areas of high pedestrian activity, including around schools, to bring our speed limits in such areas into line with international norms;

· That training courses and practical tests be required for Professional Driver Permit holders;

· That driver re-training and testing be required after serious crashes or repeat violations;

· That traffic enforcement work be declared an essential service to enable around the clock policing where necessary; and

· That halving fatalities on our roads by 2014 be set as one of our key Millennium Development Goals.

