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Honourable House Chair,               

The Democratic Alliance, and indeed the farming community heaved a sigh of relief when Honourable 
Thoko Didiza was announced as the person to head up this new Department.  

Congratulations Minister, you have come full circle and are the right person for the job. 

The challenges faced today by commercial agriculture in our country seem almost insurmountable. 
Besides a critical scarcity of water, commercial agriculture is faced with high risks from weather 
conditions causing runaway fires, floods, and drought which all have a negative impact on primary or 
on-farm agriculture. The livestock industry is frequently challenged with tick-borne diseases, avian flu 
and foot and mouth, amongst others. In addition, stock theft and predators such as jackals have 
drastically reduced the number of sheep farmers, limiting supplies of mutton and wool. 

Add to these tough conditions the challenge of high input and machinery costs, this results in squeezed 
margins, forcing the farmers into a vicious cycle of never-ending debt to try and keep their businesses 
afloat.  

Competition from increasingly fickle international markets is another challenge. Dumping from 
subsidised countries offers cheaper consumer prices, as we saw in the chicken industry, which has put 
further pressure on the already narrow profit margins. Stringent protectionist policies, such as tariffs 
and import quotas restricting trade further exacerbates this. 

The myriad of risks facing this fractious and politically incendiary industry are unfortunately not 
adequately mitigated by the very entities set up to assist: 

• The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) is fraught with a history of poor audit findings and 
deteriorating financial health.  

• The National Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC) is of little use to both emerging and 
commercial farmers in its core functions of promoting efficiency of agricultural products and 
ensuring optimised export earnings.  

• Onderstepoort Biological Products (OBP) needs to extend its reach into the provinces if it 
wishes to improve on marketing its products to fulfil its purpose.  

• The Land and Agricultural Development Bank, although not reporting to this department 
currently, has the potential to play a huge role in the Agricultural industry but has unfortunately 
lurched from CEO to CEO, all of whom have seemingly failed to have a sustainable 
turnaround strategy. 

As if this is not enough, Honourable Chair and Minister, the EFF and ruling party are now adding to the 
already ‘heavy’ risks facing the food producing industry by pushing to change the Constitution to allow 
for expropriation without compensation.  

The perceived threat of Expropriation without Compensation, and the resultant uncertainty is playing 
havoc on production and investment in the industry. 



A DA government will ensure that all successful commercial farms will be ring-fenced and protected 
from Expropriation to carry on with their critical work of feeding the nation, supplying much-needed 
jobs and contributing to the economy. 

A DA government will ensure commercial farmers partner are with deserving workers, as many have 
done already across the country, by affording them shares in the farm business. 

We will ensure the equitable distribution of all state and municipal land for both urban and rural use, 
while fast tracking the resolution of all land claims backlogs. 
 
We will ensure that rural people specifically in the old TBVC states have access to a bespoke form of 
title deed that will unlock economic value for them. 
 
These are but some of the changes we propose. We have welcomed the announcement of the launch 
of a development agency by the Agricultural sector, and hope, Minister, it will make the daunting work 
ahead much easier.  
 

The Democratic Alliance wishes you all the best. 

Enkosi. 


