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House Chairperson, 

Honourable members, 

The late Irish Poet, W.B Yeats, once wrote, “turning and turning in the widening gyre. The falcon 

cannot hear the falconer; things fall apart; the centre cannot hold.” I can think of no better way 

to describe the dire situation in the Department of Women, Youth and Persons with disabilities 

than these poetic words.  

Everything in this department seems to be falling apart and there seems to be no realistic and 

detailed plan to ensure that the department has what it takes to deliver on its mandate. If one 

looks at its Annual Performance Plan and Key Performance Indicators, it becomes crystal clear 

that the department is not fit enough to deliver on its mandate.  

In particular, under programme 3, the department says that it has concluded a twenty-five-

year review to assess the country’s progress in advancing the quality of life for women, yet the 

Presidential Review Committee on Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality has just 

begun another twenty-five-year review. Therefore, the status of the department’s twenty five-

year review and its role in the President’s review committee remain unclear. 

This department has also indicated that there will be social campaigns and community 

dialogues to advance the socio-economic empowerment of women, but it has not been clear 

with regards to what the desired impact of these campaigns and dialogues will be. 

House chairperson, 



Now that this department includes one of the most vulnerable groups in society, namely, 

persons with disabilities, it must be noted that they still face a number of challenges in this 

country that hamper their ability to climb the ladder of socio-economic empowerment.  

According to a research brief on ‘disability and equality’ in South Africa, done by the South 

African Human Rights Commission during the period 2013-2017, persons with disabilities are 

still marginalized and have not been capacitated enough to fully participate in society.  

They still face different forms of discrimination in various spheres, including access to health 

care services, education, economic opportunities and employment. Allow me to share with 

you a very painful story of Mama Nomzamo from the Eastern Cape, who lives with a disability 

after she was hit by a car and disabled.  

Mama Nomzamo depends solely on her social grant to take care of her five grandchildren. In 

her own words she said, “it really pains me that I do not have a wheelchair. My knees are sore 

it feels like they have been broken from the inside. I used to be fresh and vibrant, but now I feel 

like a loner and am ashamed of myself”. 

Painful stories such as this one indicates that the Department of Women, Youth and Persons 

with Disabilities still have a mountain to climb in addressing the challenges faced by people 

with disabilities in South Africa.  

Now is the time for Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane and her department to commit 

themselves to their jobs to ensure that life is made easier for our Women, Youth and Persons 

with disabilities. 

I thank you. 

 


