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880.	Ms N I Tarabella Marchesi (DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education:
(1)	With reference to her department’s presentation to the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education on 7 March 2017, (a) how many schools are due to be (i) closed and (ii) merged with other schools in each province, (b) what is the name of each of the specified schools, (c) what is the reason in each case, (d) to which school(s) will the affected pupils be transferred, (e) what is the timeline in each case, (f) what arrangements will be made to transport the affected learners to the specified school(s) and (g) what additional resources will be allocated to such schools, including educators, infrastructure and learning and teaching support materials;
(2)	did any consultation with stakeholders take place in each case; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in each case?			NW946E
RESPONSE:
(1) (a) – (e) The Department has forwarded the question to the Provincial Education Departments and is awaiting the response.  The response will be forwarded as soon as the Department receives it.
(f) As part of the process of rationalisation, merging and closing of schools, learners who will need to be transported from their current schools to the host school are identified, the routes finalised and approved. These are then factored into the transport plan that is submitted to the Department of Transport for the transportation of these learners.
(g) The LTSM resources of the closed school are transferred to the host school that has been identified to accommodate the learners from both schools that are merged. Where there are shortages, additional orders are placed to ensure the requisite LTSM resources are supplied to the school.

However, it must be noted that provisioning of educators at receiving schools is in terms of the post provisioning norms, which takes into account the number of learners as one of the factors.

(2) The Department has forwarded the question to the Provincial Education Departments and is awaiting the response.  The response will be forwarded as soon as the Department receives it.
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