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823.	Mr G R Davis (DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education:
Whether, with regard to the presentation by her department to the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education on 14 March 2017, entitled Kha Ri Gude Mass Literacy Campaign, which ran from 2008 to 2016/17, her department has found that the Auditor-General supplied an incorrect amount for the irregular and fruitless and wasteful expenditure relating to the specified campaign; if so, (a) what is the correct amount and (b) why was the error not picked up before the end of the reporting cycle?		NW886E
Response:
(a) The correct amount is R1 549 899. At 31 March 2017 an amount of R474 737 was already deducted/recovered from the affected volunteers, leaving the balance of R1 075 161. The balance will be deducted from the affected volunteers when remaining payments are processed where possible. 
(b) The Auditor-General based their findings on the information presented to them for audit purposes. Some irregularities were identified during the audit. If the Department disagreed with these findings, the Department had to provide evidence to prove the Department’s case. However, there was not enough time for the Department to agree or disagree with the findings. The investigation of the process would have gone beyond the time of the audit and, in the absence of the evidence the Department disclosed the amount as per the findings of the Auditor-General.
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