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751.	Ms S J Graham (DA) asked the Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure:

With regard to the Construction Health and Safety Examinations offered by the SA Council for the Project and Construction Management Professions, (a) what total number of persons are (i) waiting to write the examinations and (ii) in the process of registering for the examinations, (b) what are the reasons for the delay in the examinations, (c) what steps have been taken to address the delay, (d) how often are the examinations offered and (e) on what date will the next examination take place? 																NW874E
_______________________________________________________________________________
REPLY:

The Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure 

(a)(i)	I have been informed by the Department that the total number of the persons waiting to write the examinations is 1138.
(ii)	The total number of persons in the process of registering for examinations is 2243.
(b)	The examinations were delayed by the advent of the Covid-19 pandemic and the resultant lockdowns which had restrictions on gatherings. 
(c)	The Council adopted the principle of first in first out (FIFO) to address the backlog of those who need to sit for examinations.  In addition, the Council is currently developing an online examination portal which will be operational in the new financial year.
(d)		Notwithstanding the Covid-19 challenges, under normal circumstances the examinations are conducted monthly.
(e)		The next examinations will be conducted from 24 March 2021.
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