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Mr M Bagraim (DA) to ask the Minister of Higher Education and Training:
(1)	Whether, with regard to his reply to question 165 on 7 March 2017, any funds were paid out to universities for damages due to protests during the 2016 academic year; if not, why not; if so, what amount was paid out to each of the applicable universities; 
(2)	how did his department determine what amount should be contributed by the Government to each university to fund the 2016 zero percent fee increase;
(3)	did the allocations to each university for the 2016 zero percent fee increase cover the full cost of not having an increase for that year; if not, how much was the shortfall for each university?					
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REPLY:
(1) With reference to Question 165 on 7 March 2017 and as indicated in the reply, the only amount of funding that was budgeted for public universities to cover the costs of (a) damage caused by protesting students in the (i) 2015 and (ii) 2016 academic years was an amount of R40.496 million in 2015/16 towards damages at five historically disadvantaged universities, i.e. the Universities of Fort Hare (R8 million), Zululand (R4.5 million), Western Cape (R25.858 million), Walter Sisulu (R351 287) and Limpopo (R1.786 million). Some universities have claimed or are in the process of claiming from their insurance or have used their own funds to cover the cost of damages at their institutions. 
(2) The agreement reached on a “no fee increase” (0%) in October 2015 between government (represented by the President, Minister of Higher Education and Training and other Cabinet Ministers), universities (represented by the Chairs of University Councils and Vice-Chancellors) and student leaders included, that the funding required to enable the decision would be shared between institutions that could afford to contribute and government. The principle of cost sharing was initially based on an agreement that there would be a 70/30 share for government and universities respectively. Each university was requested to submit the financial implications for a zero percent fee increase in 2016 to Universities South Africa (USAf), who compiled a summary of the financial implications per institution and for the sector as a whole, and submitted it to the Department of Higher Education and Training. Further discussions were held with individual Vice-Chancellors and finance executives, taking into consideration the financial positions and constraints of individual universities across the system as indicated in their audited 2014 annual financial statements, to come to a final agreement on the contribution of government and each institution towards the shortfall in the universities’ budgets created by the decision. 
The final amounts agreed upon varied from a 30% university contribution to a 0% contribution. Government contributed a total of 83% of the funds required through reprioritising funds, mostly from the Post-School Education and Training (PSET) system as well as from the fiscus. Government’s contribution of R1.935 billion consisted of funding taken from the Historically Disadvantaged Institutions Development earmarked grant                 (R362 million), Post Graduate Scholarships (R800 million), Technical and Vocational Education and Training college expansion (R473.38 million) and reprioritised from the fiscus by National Treasury (R300 million). 
(3) As indicated in (2), the agreement was that the financial implication would be shared between government and universities. Government (83%) and universities (17% on average) shared the financial implication of R2.330 billion required to implement the zero percent fee increase. The details per university are set out in the table below: 
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UNIVERSITY

GOVERNMENT TOTAL

% (R'000) (R'000) (R'000)

CAPE PENINSULA UT 15% 13 851 78 489 92 340

CAPE TOWN 15% 23 748 134 572 158 320

CENTRAL UT 0% 0 22 521 22 521        

DURBAN UT 15% 8 795 49 837 58 632        

FORT HARE 0% 0 42 932 42 932        

FREE STATE  15% 10 050 56 950 67 000        

JOHANNESBURG 30% 59 944 139 868 199 812

KWAZULU-NATAL 0% 0 125 000 125 000

LIMPOPO 0% 0 46 621 46 621        

MANGOSUTHU 0% 0 39 540 39 540        

MPUMALANGA 0% 0 5 055 5 055          

NELSON MANDELA 30% 15 600 36 400 52 000        

NORTH WEST 25% 44 727 134 180 178 906      

PRETORIA 30% 56 624 132 123 188 747

RHODES 0% 0 42 903 42 903

SEFAKO MAKGATHO 0% 0 23 089 23 089

SOL PLAATJE 0% 0 5 340 5 340

SOUTH AFRICA 30% 86 710 202 323 289 033

STELLENBOSCH 30% 33 974 79 274 113 248

TSHWANE UT 0% 0 148 953 148 953

VAAL UT 30% 15 041 35 095 50 135

VENDA 0% 0 33 904 33 904

WALTER SISULU 0% 0 83 933 83 933

WESTERN CAPE 0% 0 56 000 56 000

WITWATERSRAND  15% 25 664 145 429 171 093

ZULULAND 0% 0 35 050 35 050

TOTAL 17% 394 727 1 935 380 2 330 107

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION

UNIVERSITIES
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