NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
WRITTEN REPLY
QUESTION 620.

[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE OF PUBLICATION OF INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 03/03/2023
INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 06/2023
620..	Mrs D van der Walt (DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the Minister of Basic Education:
     
Whether her department (a) has a partnership and/or (b) will enter into a partnership with the Department of Health to introduce (i) sight and (ii) hearing tests in schools in each province to ensure that learner problems are identified early and managed appropriately; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?             
Response
There is collaboration between DBE and DoH, as health services, in schools, are provided by school-health-nurses through the Integrated School Health Programme (ISHP) as guided by the 2012 ISHP Policy.
a. According to the ISHP policy, vision and hearing screening are provided in all the school phases (see page 12 of the policy). The ISHP programme emphasises hearing and vision screening in the foundation phase for early detection and support.
b. Based on the screening results, learners in need of further assistance are referred to health facility for case management and support e.g. provision of spectacles.
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