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QUESTION NO. 572
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INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER 9 OF 2017


572.	Mr R W T Chance (DA) to ask the Minister of Home Affairs: 

(1)	(a) What is the total amount of business visas that have been issued annually for (i) start-up and (ii) existing businesses since such visas were introduced, (b) what amount in Rands has been invested in the country annually due to the issuing of these visas, (c) how many applications for business visas have been refused annually and (d) at what resultant lost investment;
(2)	whether his department has tracked the businesses (a) that were started and (b) in which money has been invested as a result of the issuance of such visas to establish whether the specified businesses are still trading; if not, in each case, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in each case?															NW630E
REPLY:

(1)(a)(i)	No new applications for start-ups were approved within the Republic in the period January 2016 to December 2016.
(1)(a)(ii)	Twenty-five applications for existing businesses were approved and seven were approved for change of condition on an already issued business visa.

(1)(b) 	The Immigration Regulations prescribe R 5 million as an amount in cash to be invested in the Republic as determined from time to time by the Minister, after consultation with the Minister of Trade and Industry, by notice in the Gazette. In the year 2016 there were no business visa applications that were approved for investments into new businesses or start-up.

(1)(c)	148 applications were rejected for business visa renewals, and 48 were rejected for new businesses.

(1)(d)	In most cases applications are rejected for fraudulent supporting documents. Most of these are where the applicants have submitted fraudulent Chartered Accountant letters purporting to confirm the availability of funds.

The rejections therefore do not translate to any loss of potential investments as in essence the applicants could not provide proof of the available investment amount. 

(2)(a)	All applicants whose permits are rejected are traced and deported by Inspectorate unit. 
(2)(b)	Inspectorate unit conducts inspections to ensure that all persons issued with visas comply with the terms and conditions of their permits.
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