



NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
(For written reply)
QUESTION NO. 298 {NW1264E}
INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO. 6 of 2019

DATE OF PUBLICATION: 19 July 2019

Mr A G Whitfield (DA) to ask the Minister of Environmental Affairs:

(a) What are the legislative requirements concerning the operational aspects of the offshore bunkering operation in Algoa Bay; and (b) what number of (i) litres of oil have been spilled since the specified operation commenced, (ii) ships have docked alongside the bunkering ship since the specified operation commenced, and (iii) people are directly employed as a result of this bunkering operation?

298. THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES REPLIES:

1. Offshore oil bunkering operations are authorised through the South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA). Application requirements and procedures are outlined in SAMSA’s Marine Notice No. 4 of 2016, which also identifies Section 21 of the South African Marine Pollution (Control and Civil Liability) Act, 1981 (Act No. 6 of 1981) as the main piece of legislation authorising this activity. There is currently no gazetted regulation or authorisation process in place for this activity (and there is no process in place for public participation/consultation with interested and affected parties prior to authorisation.)  




If an incident impacting on the environment were to occur, as a result of the bunker operations, the responsible parties are required to submit reports to the Department as per Section 30 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998).

1. (i)	The Department is aware of two (2) oil spill incidents related to offshore bunkering in Algoa Bay. The first incident took place on 14 August 2016 wherein approximately 100 liters of oil was spilled. The second incident occurred on 6 July 2019 and, reportedly, 200 liters of oil was spilled. This latest incident is still under investigation by SAMSA, after which a confirmed volume of oil spilled will be reported. Further information can be obtained from SAMSA.

(ii) and (iii)	 SAMSA and Transnet National Ports Authority for the Port of Ngqura are  the authorities who jointly authorise and monitor the bunkering activities in Algoa Bay, and will therefore be able to provide this information.

Regards 
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this important industry.

Due to requests from various participants to attend this important session, | have
decided to change the starting time of this meeting to accommodate all stakeholders.
The new details of this meetings are as follows:

Date : Wednesday 19" June 2019
Venue: Pieter Stokes Centre, V&A Waterfront, East Pier Ground Floor
Time : 16h30-18h30

Kind regards

Moy

MS BARBARA CREECY, MP
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES
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