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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY:

QUESTION FOR WRITTEN REPLY:
Question Number:		2288
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NA IQP Number:		23
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date of reply:			30 November 2021

Ms H S Winkler (DA) to ask the Minister of Tourism:  
What total number of tourist guides did not receive the R1 500 monthly payment for three months from her department under the Tourist Guide Relief Fund?																	NW2603E

REPLY:

The Covid-19 Relief Fund for Tourism Guides who are under distress were granted R1500 per month for three months. The relief was available to those distressed individuals who are:
· Registered as tourism guides at the provincial departments or agencies as per the Tourism Act; and
· Who are not registered on Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) up to and including December 2019.

The Tourism Act, no. 3 of 2014 provides for Provincial Registrars to register tourist guides and keep record of such. Provincial Registrars provided the Department with lists totalling 9561 tourist guides registered in the respective provincial databases. The information was verified by the Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) to ascertain the tourist guides’ employment status. 

A total of 4 650 registered tourist guides were reflected as unemployed and therefore falling under freelancing category. Payments amounting R4 500 were processed in three single payments of R1 500 per tourist guide. However, the total number of the R1 500 payments that were redeemed was 11 252 while a total of 4 435 payments of R1 500 each were not redeemed.
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