NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

FOR WRITTEN REPLY

QUESTION NO. 1709

DATE OF PUBLICATION IN INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 06 MAY 2022   
(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO. 16)
Mrs M R Mohlala (EFF) to ask the Minister of Health: 
Taking into account the time that has lapsed since the Republic first administered COVID-19 vaccines, what has he found were the lessons learnt by his department about the safety and side-effects of the specified vaccines?	
NW2036E 
REPLY:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Spontaneous reporting of adverse events following immunisation (AEFI) increased significantly compared to pre-COVID-19 vaccine rollout. A total number of AEFIs reported between 17 May 2021 and 30 April 2022 (SAHPRA microsite) was 5893, this represent a reporting rate of 0.0172% of total number of COVID-19 vaccine doses administered for the same time period. The most frequently reported AEFIs were in line with the available product information. No safety concerns were raised based causality assessment outcomes conducted on severe and serious AEFI reported. Vaccine safety surveillance and monitoring trends of reported AEFI are vital measures to ensure that the benefits of immunisation are maintained in the interest of public health. Transparent communication with the public is important to maintain public confidence in vaccines and prevent all AEFI being misinterpreted as caused by the vaccine. The department in collaboration with SAHPRA, provide information on the process of AEFI reporting, investigation and causality assessment on the SAHPRA microsite. The AEFI reported should be investigated and causality assessed to maintain high levels of vaccine confidence in the immunisation programme.
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Mrs M R Mohlala (EFF) to ask the Minister of Health
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Spontaneous reporting of adverse events following immunisation (AEFI) increased significantly 

compared to pre

-

COVID

-

19 vaccine rollout. A total number of AEFIs reported between 17 May 

2021 and 30 April 2022 (SAHPRA microsite) was 5893, this represent a rep

orting rate of 

0.0172% of total number of COVID

-

19 vaccine doses administered for the same time period.

 

The most frequently reported AEFIs were in line with the available product information. No 

safety concerns were raised based causality assessment outcom

es conducted on severe and 

serious AEFI reported. Vaccine safety surveillance and monitoring trends of reported AEFI are 

vital measures to ensure that the benefits of immunisation are maintained in the interest of 

public health. Transparent communication w

ith the public is important to maintain public 

confidence in vaccines and prevent all AEFI being misinterpreted as caused by the vaccine. 

The department in collaboration with SAHPRA, provide information on the process of AEFI 

reporting, investigation and c

ausality assessment on the SAHPRA microsite. The AEFI reported 

should be investigated and causality assessed to maintain high levels of vaccine confidence in 

the immunisation programme.
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