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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

ON

COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF WATER
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT



PREAMBLE

The Government of the Republic of South Africa and the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (hereinafter jointly referred to as “Parties” and separately as a “Party”);

RECOGNISING that the Parties are facing common challenges with respect to the
utilisation and sustainable development of water resources;

CONVINCED of the potential for bilateral scientific, technical, managerial, and rescarch
cooperation in the field of water resources;

CONSIDERING that the mutual exchange of ideas and knowledge can strengthen the
relationship of friendship and collaboration in the sphere of water resources, especially in
matters regarding water resources management for the benefit of citizens in the rural and

urban areas in the Republic of South Africa;

HEREBY AGREE as follows:

ARTICLE 1
OBJECTIVE

The objective of this Memorundum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as
“the MoU”) is to establish cooperation between the Parties in the efficient
utilisation, management and sustainable development of water resources and to
establish a long-term cooperative relationship on the basis of equity and mutual

benefit.

ARTICLE 2
COMPETENT AUTHORITIES

The competent authorities responsible for implementation of this MoU shall be—

(a) in the case of the Government of the Republic of South Africa, the
Department of Water and Sanitation; and

(b) in the case of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Ministry of Energy.

LN

\

e &



A

ARTICLE 3
AREAS OF COOPERATION

The areas of cooperation shall include, but not be limited to -

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
6))
(g

integrated water resource management;

water sector oversight and regulation:

water quality management and water treatment;

water demand management and water use ef ficiency;
water infrastructure development;

water-related rescarch and innovation; and

trade in technologies in water and waste water industry.

ARTICLE 4
FORMS OF COOPERATION

The forms of cooperation shall include, but not be limited to-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(e)

the exchange of information by means of documentation, knowledge,
experience, expertise and achievements in the areas referred to in

Article 3;
the exchange of governmental and commercial delegations for policy

dialogue and project negotiations;

organising technical training, seminars or study tours in each country on
subjects of mutual interest;

the exchange of information on projects open to international bidding and
encouraging collaboration between companies of the two countries in
Jointly undertaking water infrastructure projects; and

promoting joint ventures between South African and Iranian planning,
design and construction management companies.

ARTICLE 5
ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION

Upon the entry into force of this MoU, the Parties shall establish the Republic of
South Africa-Islamic Republic of Iran Commission (hercinafter referred to as “the
Commission™) to promote the implementation of this MoU. q\h
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ARTICLE 6
COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION

The Commission shall consist of two (2) delegations representing cach of the
Parties.

(1) Each delegation shall consist of not more than three (3) members to be
appointed by the Party concerned, one of whom shal} be designated by the
Party as leader of its delegation.

2) The leader of each delegation may co-opt not more than threc (3) persons
as advisors to his or her delegation, who may take part in the discussion at

any meeting of the Comumission.

3) The Commission shall mect at least once a year, but cxtra-ordinary
meetings may be convened, as may be agreed upon by the lcaders of the
delegations whenever circumstances require. The venue of all meetings
shall alternate between South Africa and Iran, unless the leaders of the
respective delegations determine otherwise in relation to a particular

meeting,

4) The leader of the delegation of the Party hosling a particular meeting of
the Commission shall, in respect of that meeting, be chairperson, and shall
be responsible for the preparation and timely distribution of the minutes,
as well as for ensuring the availability of a suitable venue.

(5) Each delegation shall consist of at least two (2) delegates in order to form
a quorum for any meeting. All decisions of the Commission shall be taken

on the basis of consensus.

ARTICLE 7
FUNDING FOR COOPERATIVE PROJECTS

(1) Each Party shall finance the costs of international travel, accommodation,
food, and daily subsistence allowances incurred by its own visiting

delegation. N
gation | ﬁ\\\§\\
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(2)  Technical experts invited by one Party to provide technical assistance to
the other Party shall be financed by the inviting Party unless a third party
will finance the costs for such assistance.

(3) Funding for commercial and technical cooperative projects shall be
decided through mutual consultation between the Parties in accordance

with the specific nature of the projects.

ARTICLE 8
CONFIDENTIALITY

Each Party shall respect the terms and conditions, where appropriate, relating to
the restrictive use, and the restrictive transfer to a third party of technical
documents, patents or other technical data and knowledge (e.g. in the framework
of intellectual property rights) provided by the other Party. There will be no
legal liability for either Party arising from the exchange of information between

the Parties.
ARTICLE 9
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
Any dispute between the Parties arising out of the interpretation, application or

implementation of the provisions of this MoU shall be settled amicably through
consultation or negotiations between the Parties.

ARTICLE 10
AMENDMENT

This MoU may be amended by mutual consent of the Parties through an Exchange
of Notes between the Parties through the diplomatic channel. \m
W
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ARTICLE 11
ENTRY INTO FORCE, DURATION AND TERMINATION

(1) This MoU shall enter into force on the date of signature thereof,

(2)  This MoU shall remain in force for a period of five (5) years, whereafter it
shall be automatically renewed for a further period of five (5) years, unless
terminated by the Parties in accordance with sub-Article (3).

(3) This MoU may be terminated by either Party giving at least six (6)
months’ written notice in advance to the other Party through the
diplomatic channel of its intention to terminate this MoU.

(4) Termination of this MoU does not affect the completion of obligations or
programmes of any separate agreement, contract or programme concluded
in terms of this MoU.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto by
their respective Governments, have signed and sealed this MoU in two originals
in the English and Farsi languages, both texts being equally authentic.

- $ P
DONEat \eMEAM  onthis 2% dayor ACRIL 5056

: GOVERNMENT OF THE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

FORTH
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
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