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[bookmark: _Hlk134176715]1408.	Ms P Madokwe (EFF) to ask the Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy:
Given that mining communities in the Mokopane Local Municipality are lamenting about a number of issues that have been raised with his department to no avail (details furnished), what (a) are the reasons that his department has failed to intervene and (b) is the department’s policy position in respect of such complaints that are not being addressed which drive such communities to take up drastic measures out of frustration for not being heard?	NW1458E							
Reply:
The department has been addressing and will continues to address all complaints brought forward, either from the mine communities or any other affected parties in this regard. Recently, the department was invited by Public Service Commission to participate in the Public Service Citizens Forum in Mogalakwena Local Municipality whereby, the communities of Mogalakwena were accorded an opportunity outline the challenges that they are experiencing with regard to Mining companies operating in Mogalakwena. The Department responded and provided clarity to all the issues/questions raised by the communities.

Social Labour Plans, Granted Environmental Authorisation and approved Environmental Management Programme are monitored during compliance inspections conducted by the Department, where a Mining Company is found to be non-compliant, a directive/ notice are issued by the Department instructing the company to remedial the contraventions, if the non-compliance persists, the department will issue another directive/ notice which indicates our intentions to cancel the mining right. The mining companies are mandated to adhere to the implementation of Social Labour Plans, Granted Environmental Authorisation and approved Environmental Management Programme.
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