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DATE OF PUBLICATION: 01 APRIL 2022

1208.	Mr M K Montwedi (EFF) to ask the Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development:

Whether, with regard to farmers who find it difficult to do artificial insemination due to the costs of semen, her department intends to establish semen banks in all districts so that farmers can get semen at a low cost; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?								                                                  NW1445E


THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, LAND REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT:

No, there are no intentions of developing semen banks in Districts.
South Africa possesses superior animal genetic materials that is sought after all over the world. These animals were developed by objective breeding over a significant number of years. Artificial insemination was never prioritised as an instrument to improve livestock fertility due to huge capital requirements to establish bull-testing centres for semen collection and distribution. However, the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development has over the years collaborated with Provincial Departments of Agriculture to implement animal improvement programmes that involve donation of animals to improve reproduction of animals in the hands of emerging and developing livestock farmers.
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THE 

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, LAND REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

:

 

 

No, there are no intentions of developing semen 

banks in Districts.

 

South Africa possesses superior

 

animal

 

genetic materials that is sought after all over 

the 

world

.

 

These animals were developed 

by 

objective breeding over a significant number of 

years

. 

Artificial insemination was never prioritised as an

 

instrument to improve livestock 

fertility due to huge capital requirements to establish bull

-

testing centres for semen 

collection and distribution.

 

However, the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and 

Rural Develop

ment

 

has over the years collaborated w

ith Provincial 

D

epartments of 

Agriculture to implement animal improvement programmes that involve donation of 

animals to improve reproduction of animals in the hands of emerging and developing 

livestock farmers.

 

 

 

 

 

 

