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MINISTRY IN THE PRESIDENCY: WOMEN, YOUTH & PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

QUESTION FOR ORAL REPLY
QUESTION NUMBER: 480
DATE OF PUBLICATION IN INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 06 SEPTEMBER 2022
INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NUMBER: 30 of 2022

Ms N P Sonti (EFF) to ask the Minister in The Presidency for Women, Youth and
Persons with Disabilities:

Whether she has had an inter-ministerial engagement with the Ministers of Social
Development and of Police to develop a comprehensive intervention aimed at weanihg the
youth off drugs and alcohol following the tragic death of 21 persons at Enyobeni Tavern in
East London in the Eastern Cape? NO3508E

REPLY:
Let us again send our deepest condolences to the families, relatives, schoolmates and

friends of the 21 young people who perished at the Enyobeni Tavern tragedy in June 2022.

Currently, there is no Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) on Substance Abuse. However the
Minister of Social Development visited at Enyobeni Tavern in East London, Eastern Cape,

shortly after the incident.

Post the visit of the Minister at Enyobeni, the Eastern Cape Social Development Department
under the leadership of its MEC as the lead department for the implementation of the Drug

Master Plan, has since developed an action plan in this regard.

The action plan was developed with other stakeholders like government departments,
Liquor Board, NPOs, etc. It will be monitored through the Provincial Substance Abuse
Forum on a quarterly basis. The implementation of the action plan is ongoing and further

questions can be directed to the Department of Social Development for a full update.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Anti-Substance Abuse Programme of Action

The Central Drug Authority is charged with the responsibility to develop and implement a
coordinated approach encompassing supply control and demand reduction progress.
Provincial substance abuse forums have been established as well as local drug action
committees which consists of social workers, teachers, justice and committee

representatives.

Alcohol advertising is regulated by the Liquor Act, 2003 (Act 59 of 2003) which outlines the
guidelines for liquor advertising. The alcohol industry is self-regulated by the Code of
Commercial Communication of Alcohol Beverages, something to which most companies

and advertisers adhere.

The Central Drug Authority Board developed regulations for the Prevention of and Treatment
for Substance Abuse Act of 2008.

The Act complements both the National Drug Master Plan (NDMP) (2013 — 2017) and the

Anti-Substance Abuse Programme.

The Act provides for a comprehensive national response for combating substance abuse in
South Africa through mechanisms aimed at reducing demand and harm in relation to
substance abuse through prevention, early intervention, treatment and reintegration
programmes registration and establishment of treatment centres and halfway houses

the committal of persons to and from treatment centres and for their treatment.

The Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) on Combating Alcohol and Substance Abuse, is to
coordinate government’s collective national efforts, including prevention, community

mobilisation, treatment and law enforcement, among others.
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Progressive policy decisions have emanated from the IMC plan of action, such as the
removal of liquor outlets from residential areas and near places of worship and schools,
restrictions on operating times and on the location and content of advertising related to

alcohol, and a reduction of the current legal alcohol limit for drivers.

In its efforts to reduce incidents of GBV which are often caused by abuse of alcohol and
drugs, the DSD has launched GBV Command Centre (GBVCC) — a 24-hour call centre.

The GBVCC provides support and counselling to victims of GBV. Victims of GBV are
encouraged to contact 0800 428 428 (0800 GBV GBYV), a toll free number to speak to a
social worker for assistance and counselling. Callers can also request a social worker from
the Command Centre to contact them by dialling *120*7867# (free) from any cellphone. A
Skype line for members of the deaf community also exists. To utilise the facility, victims
should add ‘Helpme GBV’ to their Skype contacts. An SMS-based line for people with
disability also exists. Users are required to SMS ‘help’ to 31531.

The DSD had commissioned a review of the Ke Moja Drug Awareness Campaign to

ascertain its effectiveness and strengthen dissemination of information tools.

One of the common drugs, Tik, is sold as a combination of amphetamines and talcum
powder, baking powder, starch, glucose or quinine. The drug changes users’ behaviour and
some symptoms associated with usage of its usage and addiction range from loss of

appetite, weight loss, aggression, anxiety, headaches as well as change in dress code.

Health professionals are also concerned about the devastating effects of this drug on the
user which among its many effects induces psychotic symptoms, such as seeing or hearing
things that are not there, and violence, making it a far more dangerous drug than most other

drugs available in South Africa.

Government departments are collaborating with other sectors of society to implement the

NDMP to respond to the scourge of drugs and substance abuse.
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Source: https://www.gov.za/about-government/government-programmes/anti-substance-

abuse-programme-action

Breaking the linkages between alcohol and GBVF are some of the key social behaviour
change interventions for Pillar Two of the NSP on GBVF on Prevention and Rebuilding

Social Cohesion.

Approximately thirty two thousand four hundred and seventy-one (32 471) illegal liquor
outlets have either closed or their licences terminated from April 2021 to August 2022. This

is some of the work we are monitoring on the national response to GBVF.



