DRAFT BUDGET VOTE: PUBLIC SERVICE ADMINISTRATION

1. Honourable Chairperson, the EFF rejects the public administration's proposed budget for the financial year 2022/2023.

2. We reject this proposed budget for the same reason we rejected the previous proposed budget: even if the ruling party refuses to admit it, the Economic Freedom Fighters were correct about the current state of collapse and incapacity of public service.

3. We are not going to waste time dealing with nominal problems of budget cuts and shifts between programs because the current and previous committee reports on the proposed budget were adopted without the practical input that we made, and the recommendations adopted in those reports were nothing but a copy and paste from previous reports.

4. We are always told that South Africa is a developmental state.  What is a developmental state if it does not have state capacity?  

5. The truth of the matter is that South Africa is not a developmental state. If anything, what we have here is simply an incapable state.

6. A developmental state must have the capacity to respond to a pandemic like the COVID-19 pandemic. Our hospitals and clinics did not respond to the COVID-19 pandemic; instead our people died, including our nurses and doctors.

7. A developmental state must have the capacity to respond to floods in Kwazulu-Natal to rebuild roads in Ethekwini Municipality, deliver water to the affected areas in Umlazi, Phenoex, Pinetown and other affected areas, and continue to operate and deliver government services. Because of the incapacity of the state, our people in Kwazulu-Natal are still waiting for water, electricity, sanitation, and health services weeks after the floods.

8. A developmental state with state capacity must be able to intervene and stop the killings, kidnappings, and abductions of women and children. But parents are losing and burying their children on a weekly basis.

9. A developmental state must have the capacity to ensure reliable electricity generation. A developmental state must ensure that trains are running from Johannesburg to Soweto, from Cape Town to Langa and Khayelitsha, and from Durban to KwaMashu, Ntuzuma, Nanda, and Varulum. A developmental state must be able to deliver water in Giyani. A developmental state must be able to stop electricity cable theft. A developmental state must be able to build hospitals in Rustenburg.

10. Without any of these, you don’t have a developmental state, a state capacity, or a public service. And all of the current public servants, who are underpaid, demoralized, and denied salary increases despite the fact that the cost of gasoline, electricity, housing, food, and other necessities has risen dramatically, are merely pushing papers.

11. Honourable Chairperson, what is to be done?

12. Number 1, for the public service to be service to its citizens, it must have its own capacity and this is going to start by building state capacity and insourcing of workers.  We know insourcing is practical and implementable because they did in the City of Johannesburg, in Tshwane, in Nelson Mandela Bay, at SARS and many other state institutions that have listened to the EFF’s guidance. 

13. Number 2, we must train public servants to be dependable, and the national school of government must build its own capacity.

14. Number 3, we must increase their salaries to an acceptable standard, starting with our doctors, teachers, and nurses.

15. Number four, all temporary workers and interns employed in state institutions must be hired on a permanent basis with benefits and a pension.

16. Number 5, all government employees who are doing business with the state must be given 30 days to leave business or leave the state.

17. Number 6, we must set a clear deadline for all lifestyle audits to be conducted and we must have a report by the end of the year 2022.

18. Unless we reorganise public service according to these implementable proposals, we will not support this budget as the EFF. 
