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Budget cuts will limit the department’s ability to implement policy and execute strategies. 

The department’s budgetary cut of 4.8% from R1.9 billion to R1.8 billion, reducing the budget by 
nearly R100 million over the mid-term period, will severely and mostly affect the student skills 
development programmes such as the National Rural Youth Service Corps (NARYSEC), Rural 
Enterprise and Industrial Development (REID) and Rural Infrastructure and Development (RID). 

Where is this department heading if we cut the budget meant to capacitate and upskill our youth in 
rural areas? It ultimately means that 1 515 students will not receive the necessary upskilling in 
agriculture, motor mechanics, water and sanitation and electrical engineering. These are vital skills to 
acquire in order to escape abject poverty in our rural areas. 

This department, which currently has no director-general and vacancies in 7 of the 12 top positions, 
will not be able to carry out its functions. It will not be able to skill the very people we need to make 
land reform work. These are beneficiaries and emerging black farmers – previously disadvantaged 
South Africans. 

The ANC government is nowhere near making a tangible difference towards the alleviation of poverty 
through land reform. This department which is famous for not implementing implementable policy and 
land reform has dismally failed. 

The High Level Panel headed by former president Kgalema Motlanthe has indicated four reasons why 
land reform is not performing and the panel has indicated that Section 25 of the Constitution is not the 
impediment to poor delivery. 

1. The ANC lacks the political will to address in the inequalities in land; 

2. They lack of departmental capacity which directly affects verification of claimants, it creates a 
lack of policy implementation and ultimately means a R 461 million budget for consultancy 
fees. The shocking truth about poor capacity is that 55% of all consultancy fees are to be 
spent on consultation of administrative staff. Towering over the mere 27% left for restitution 

3. Massive Corruption by departmental officials regarding land deals and post settlement 
support; 

4. The prioritization of claims with excessive land deals such as the infamous Mala Mala deal 
costing taxpayers R 1.1 billion that was deemed both excessive and invalid by the courts and 
the commission alike. 

Had the prioritisation of all claims been handled justly and fairly, the money spent on Mala Mala could 
have been channelled towards 60 000 and 100 000 other black South Africans, which is a step closer 
towards ownership and title deeds. 

The DA would expedite the verification of claimants through increased budgets so that each 
provincial commission would be armed with private sector researchers that would consist of 
professors of local area history and anthropologists that could diligently assist with verification 
processes. 

The DA would ensure that the wasteful and unauthorised expenditure by various departments and the 
bailouts of SAA and SA Express rather be spent where it should benefit the poorest in land reform 
and its attempts to alleviate the pressures of landlessness and lack of ownership. 



Through disciplined and transparent financial management we will drastically increase the budget for 
Rural Development and Land Reform simply because we recognise the necessity to transform 
state apathy towards black emerging farmers using Section 25 of the constitution 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Curtains finally closing on the ANC 
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Honourable Chair, 

I would like to assume the role of a TV critic, as Parliament has become the public’s firm favourite in 
our connected age. 

The members present and the public watching have been entertained by another session of what is 
best described as the pilot episode of a new soap opera called “9 Months of Electionitis”. 

In this pilot episode we saw a couple of themes being set up for viewer entertainment over the coming 
electoral season: 

Let’s start with the main actor, an aging and declining former A-list movie star, who recently went to 
the plastic surgeon to get a cosmetic makeover – the ANC – who wants to reboot his fading career in 
government. 

In this reboot the nostalgia of the struggle is evoked and amplified in the hope that former fans of the 
actor watch the show. 

Artificial tension is created with other characters, or in this case racial groups – a sure winner in the 
instantaneously explosive world of social media, to boost ratings. 

Dramatic effect, poorly executed because not all ANC members read the original script, in the form of 
an about-turn on our Constitution, is used to titillate a largely misunderstood target market. 

Fake props, like the premature re-introduction of the opening of land claims, are used to distract the 
audience from watching other shows, specifically other competing series called (The Betrayal of 
Beneficiaries), the Forgotten Poor, especially those on communal and state land – far more 
compelling as it is rooted in reality. 

Above all, this show suffers from the same defects of previous shows aimed at rebooting this tiresome 
actor: 

A budget that does not match the hype; 

Lots of money spent on friends of the actor with no improvement; 

Lots of poorly crafted policies never properly thought through; 

It is shockingly poorly staffed on the set and somehow constantly fails, by its own reviews, to get the 
storyline going. 

Increasingly another show called “Property Rights for the Poor”, a show supported especially by the 
governments of Coalition Metros and the Western Cape Provincial Government is the talk of the town. 



This show demonstrates a real human interest angle, compelling as it relates to the real experiences 
of struggling South Africans. 

It decisively shows how South Africans form inspiring partnerships to make Land Reform work.It 
recounts the wonderful story of title deeds being conveyed and the self-confidence and pride it gives 
to new stakeholders in our economy. 

It shows how a caring government provides proper support to beneficiaries and like all good series, 
keeps innovating and attracting bigger budgets. 

“9 Months of Electionitis” seems to be a cobbled together script; characterised by complicated fights 
around artistic direction and will fail unless it emulates the successes seen in the Western Cape and 
Coalition Metros. 

Already actors are leaving the set and rumours of infighting abound. 

This actor should maybe accept that it is time to retire. 

 


