
Social Development budget does not consider the needs of vulnerable communities: MP: 

Angel Khanyile  

Honourable Speaker, 

Citizens of South Africa, 

With a budget of R37.5 million the Department Social Development is mandated to serve the poorest 

citizens of this country through its support of non-profit organisations (NPO). 

It is still very evident that the Department does not have a clear plan on how they can best assist our 

most vulnerable communities. 

We have established that the Department does not have an adequate NPO database yet, and the one 

currently in use is managed manually which is very difficult to monitor. 

If the Department can move fast on implementing this, it could off load the burden on NPO’s as it will 

assist them in identifying, by a click of a button, how many NPO’s are funded and on what basis. 

The absence of a proper management mechanism for NPO databases have dire consequences as 

many 

NPO’s continue to struggle financially, and have already had to close down. 

One such example is The Saving Grace situated in Lekwa Local Municipality in Mpumalanga. It is run 

by Mrs. Bongiwe Immaculate Sibeko, and it used to house around 18 children with ages ranging 

between 2 and 18 years. 

Most of these children are orphaned and The Saving Grace was their only home, but today they are 

ALL homeless. We cannot continue to fail our children in this manner. 

Women and Child Protection 

We condemn the killing of women in our country in the strongest terms possible. Perpetrators of these 

killings should be given the maximum life sentences possible. 



I wish to welcome Judge Peet Johnson’s heavy sentencing of one such case where on the 3rd May 

2018. He sentenced Sandile Mantsoe to 32 years in jail for killing Karabo Mokoena. 

Unfortunately there are many such unreported cases like one Ms. Fikile Ngwenya from Lekwa who 

resided in Rooikoppen was found dead in her house on the 10th April 2018. 

She was allegedly strangled to death by her boyfriend. 

I also need to mention Fikile Nengovhela, who was reportedly shot and killed by her husband together 

with her 6 month old baby in Evander, Govan Mbeki Municipality on the 3rd of May 2018. 

It is critical to note these are only reported cases. 

The DA is also concerned about the alleged serial women abuser, ANC MP, Mduduzi Manana who 

allegedly violently abused his domestic worker. We call on law enforcement agencies especially the 

NPA to prosecute Manana without fear or favour and to ensure that he faces the full might of the law. 

There is a growing need for government to implement programmes that will raise awareness on how 

best to manage their anger and channel their energy in a constructive manner, and to prevent women 

and children from becoming victims of domestic violence. 

People with disabilities 

It is alarming to learn that the Welfare Services Policy Development and Implementation 

Support budget for people who are living with disabilities have been decreased by 2%, on the back of 

the 1% increment on VAT. 

This decrease will have a severe impact on the much needed research to be done to find lasting and 

effective solutions to assist people living with disabilities. 

We challenge the ANC government to start taking our people seriously by investing more money in 

this section of Social Development Programme. 

This budget is proof that the ANC does not care about the needs of vulnerable communities within our 

society. The DA is the only party that can build a South Africa 

Child grant not sufficient to fight malnutrition Karen Jooste MP: DA Shadow Deputy Minister of 

Social Development 



Honourable Speaker, Honourable Minister, guests in the gallery. 

I think everyone in South Africa is relieved to have a new Minister in the Social Development portfolio 

who seems collaborative and willing to address problems in this Department. However, my genuine 

concern is that the Minister will be kept so busy with sorting out administrative problems that core 

policy issues will remain unaddressed and this is where the real problem lies. 

The entire model of the Department is outdated. 

It dates from the industrial age which assumes that the majority of people will be in permanent wage 

employment while only a small number of people will be on welfare for a short period of time. 

A reality which does not exist in South Africa. 

As a result entire families have to survive on an old age grant, a disability grant and most concerning 

a child grant. 

I emphasise the latter because it constitutes almost 70% of all grants being distributed. 

Peter Drucker once said: “The most important thing in communication is hearing what isn’t said”. 

When it comes to this budget and the announcement that grants will be increased what wasn’t said 

was that the purchasing power of grant beneficiaries will in all likelihood be less because of the impact 

of inflation, the vat increase, the fuel levy and on top of that an additional bank charge of R10 to some 

grant beneficiaries due to the CPS contract debacle. Meaning, mothers will actually have even less 

money in their pockets, not more. 

This is the key difference between the child grant now and in 1998 when it was introduced. In 1998, 

the financial value of a child grant was derived from the Household Subsistence Level for food and 

clothing for children. In other words it was link to an objective measure of what it costs to look after a 

child. 

In a Parliamentary question last year, the Department admitted they no longer follow this approach. 

As a result of this policy deviation and this budget, one of the most profound and direct consequences 

will be an increase in the number of children losing their lives every day due to sever acute 

malnutrition and stunted growth. 



Unseen, will be the increased levels of stress and trauma experienced by families who are forced to 

make impossible choices. In some certain instances, mothers have to sacrifice their own bodies and 

fathers often feel they have no worth because they can’t provide. 

This, Honourable Speaker, is the toxic mix which keeps our highly unequal society firmly intact. 

The DA understands that malnutrition is among some of the most serious social and economic issues 

South Africa faces. The reason for this is that it causes children to struggle in and leave school; leads 

to illness; an inability to work and often fuels violence. 

What is needed is total change on a policy level. The DA believes the first step in building such a new 

system is to align the child grant to an objective measure of what it costs to actually feed a child and 

closing the gaps in the social assistance scheme. This must be combined with robust economic 

growth and the creation of jobs. 

A child grant, set below the food poverty line in a context of long term mass unemployment is simply 

unacceptable. 

The DA will continue to fight to fight to see an increase in the child grant, as it is clear that the 

ANC government has no idea how the poor truly live in South Africa. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dept. of Social Development teetering on the verge of collapse: Bridget Masango MP 

DA Shadow Minister of Social Development 

Chairperson, 

This Annual Performance Plan budget vote debate coincides with a change of Minister in the 

Department of Social Development, which has a direct impact on the state of the department and its 

entities. 

We are at a very critical stage in the life of the South African Social Security Agency (SASSA), with 

what we hope to be the last portion of grants paid by CPS. 



What does this mean for the implementation of the plans we are debating today? If the latest 

meetings we have had with the new Minister are anything to go by, South Africa, especially the 

17 million beneficiaries of the grants may just have their dignity restored. 

It has been refreshing to listen to a Minister who seems to be upfront, transparent and in touch with 

the real issues that affect the vulnerable and the poor. We are, therefore, cautiously excited to work 

with the new Minister. 

What has the Minister walked into though? 

A department with key and critical positions filled in an acting capacity, which includes the 

Department’s Director General. 

The entity that is responsible for the disbursement of R151 billion per year does not have a 

permanent CEO or COO; 7 of out 9 Regional Executive Managers are acting and a Corporate 

Services Executive have been in an acting status since 2009. 

Why then, would it be surprising, for this agency to be run by the Constitutional Court? 

At a risk of sounding like a prophet of doom Chairperson, the other parts of the Department are also 

teetering on the verge of collapse. 

The NGO’s, to whom the department refers to as “’the key partners for social development”, are paid 

late or not paid at all. The Department’s offices in especially rural provinces operate from caravans 

since the 1990s. 

Workers’ pleas for better working conditions fall on deaf ears! This is the Department which is leading 

in ensuring that social workers are deployed to alleviate the high levels of vulnerability in our society – 

these social workers are unemployed and sitting at home or work at tills in supermarkets 

while their demand it skyrocketing both in government and the NGO sector. 

The Minister has her work cut out in this department and we stand ready to work with her to ensure 

oversight takes place. 

During the previous Minister of Social Development’s tenure, the DA called for the intervention of 

Treasury; a full Parliamentary Inquiry into the relationship between CPS and SASSA, including the 

bizarre payment of R316 million to CPS without following proper procedures; the personal security for 

the previous Minister’s, her spokesperson and the previous CEO’s children’s security without 



valid  threat analyses; and why these security contracts were entered into with SASSA and not the 

Department! 

It is disconcerting how a Minister could get away with so much and how calls to hold her to account 

could repeatedly go unheeded! 

The Democratic Alliance have made it clear, we will continue to explore every possible Parliamentary 

avenue to fight for the constitutional rights of the poor and vulnerable. 

We will, through the available Parliamentary oversight mechanisms, hold the Executive to account at 

every turn. This is because as the DA we believe that we need to create one South Africa for all, and 

that this can only be done by ensuring freedom, fairness and equal opportunities – especially for most 

vulnerable citizens in our society. 

The DA will ensure that all the poor and vulnerable South Africans, deserving of the Department of 

Social Development’s services, have access to those services. 

Thank you Chairperson 

 

 


