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THURSDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2014
____

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
____

The House met at 14:00.

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair and requested members to observe a moment of silence for prayers or meditation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS – see col 000.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO BE TAKEN AFTER ORDERS OF THE DAY

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the House notwithstanding Rule 29, which provides for the sequence of proceedings, resolves that notices of motion and motions without notice, as referred to in Rule 97(g), be taken after Orders of the Day and before farewell speeches today.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I now put the motion. Are there any objections? [Interjections.] There being an objection, I now put the question. Those in favour will say “Aye”.

HON MEMBERS: Aye!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against will say “No”.

HON MEMBERS: No!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the “Ayes” have it.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Deputy Speaker, the draft resolution as presented by the Chief Whip of the Majority Party is a motion without notice and if there isn’t unanimous concurrence on it, it cannot be passed here. [Interjections.] There isn’t unanimous concurrence on the draft resolution; we need to continue with the programme of Parliament as normal. Notices of motion and motions without notice must go through as normal. Thank you very much.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, hon member, but my understanding is that it does not require that. Because it was on the Order Paper there was notice; that is why it is like that.

Mr G A GARDEE: Deputy Speaker, there was a programme committee meeting last week where the programme of Parliament was agreed to by consensus. Accordingly, what has been agreed to together with the Speaker in the National Assembly Programme Committee meeting last week cannot therefore be changed by a House resolution because that no longer represents the spirit and the consensus reached at the meeting of the National Assembly Programme Committee. It cannot happen, Deputy Speaker.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, I hear your objection. This is why the process that follows gives you an opportunity to register your objection.

Mr G A GARDEE: I rise on a point of order, Deputy Speaker. You are a Presiding Officer who must be very impartial here. In this particular instance we have a Chief Whips’ Forum, which reports to the National Assembly Programme Committee, where matters are discussed in good faith. Hence, it was agreed that this shall be the programme of the National Assembly for the third term. Therefore, it cannot be at the convenience of the ruling party to raise such a motion and it cannot happen like that, Deputy Speaker. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, the question that has been put before the House is whether you agree or not. If you disagree you will get an opportunity to object.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker, there is a procedure in terms of how these issues on the Order Paper are drafted. The procedure is that the Programme Committee must be the one that agrees on the programme of this House. [Interjections.] It is not decided somewhere in the Chief Whip of the ANC’s office and then imposed on us. A process must be followed before a programme of this Parliament happens. There is an Order Paper here, and we do not know where it comes from. Moreover, we are rising to say that there isn’t consensus among the political parties represented here about this Order Paper. In terms of the resolution that is being presented by the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, it cannot stand. There must be consensus in terms of the issues that are going to arise today. Please do not take us for granted.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, in the first place, you pressed the button. You spoke without being recognised, completely ignoring the Presiding Officer, and that is out of order. [Interjections.] Hon member, you are screaming at me, telling me what you think is illegal or legal. That is out of order. I suggest that you play by the Rules. The decisions that were taken in the morning and in the past were that the programme of the House is continually consulted upon, including in this House, and this is why there is a question for you to respond to whether you agree or not.

Mr J A MNGXITAMA: Deputy Speaker, you are saying that the programme must be consulted on on an ongoing basis but you are not consulting right now. You are making a decision, which is certainly not in the interest of the agreements that were reached. We ask you to be impartial when dealing with these matters.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am consulting you. This is why the question is whether you agree or not. That is consultation. [Interjections.] No, hon member. I have not given you a chance to speak, and you will not speak until I ask you to speak. I hope that is clear enough.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, all the political parties were consulted on this matter and we agreed. This matter was initially scheduled for Tuesday and all political parties said it can be moved and it was agreed it would be moved to today, therefore this hon member ... [Interjections.] We agreed that moving motions, statements and motions without notice has been accepted, based on the programme of the House. They all agreed on that. There is nothing new today. Therefore, the hon member is being disingenuous when he says they were not consulted.

Ms K LITCHFIELD-TSHABALALA: Deputy Speaker, unless we have split personalities, I do not remember any meeting where there was consultation on motions to be moved. There was no meeting. Consultation cannot take place here with the whole nation watching when the programme is supposed to start. Consultation takes place at the Chief Whip’s Forum with the Programme Committee. If, indeed, the ANC was doing this in good faith, we should have had a Programme Committee meeting this morning. Out of sight of the whole nation, watching and reducing us to this to mockery, we would have consulted amongst ourselves. That did not happen. It is not acceptable that we come here and, instead of starting the programme, we want to consult with one another. That is out of order.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Deputy Speaker, I am also unsure now whether I was in the same meeting because the last agreement that we had - and there was consensus on it - was that members’ statements would fall away today. We were never consulted about motions that would be moved, etc. 

I submit to you again, Deputy Speaker - I think this is the third time I say this - the programming in this House is in a disaster. Everything is being done on an ad-hoc basis and that is what is leading to the situation. We are going to have an issue later on the Order Paper as well. I am really asking, Deputy Speaker, that the Presiding Officers get a grip on the situation and sort the programming out when we come back, because we cannot carry on , in every sitting, having a fight about what was or was not agreed to.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, can I remind you that there is no question about the improvement of ... [Interjections.]

Mr M Q NDLOZI: On a point of order ...

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, not when I am talking. [Interjections.]

Mr M Q NDLOZI: You keep on standing when you are speaking. You must sit down because you are addressing the House. You must sit down. We are all sitting down.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Ndlozi ... [Applause.] I am not going to say this again. The next time any person rises and speaks without being recognised that person must leave the House. [Applause.] This is defiance of the authority of the Chair. Wait to be recognised. [Interjections.] We have given you an opportunity to speak. We suggest to you that you don’t do that.

An HON MEMBER: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You speak when I have recognised you, hon member. You speak when I have recognised you. 

Mr N P KHOZA: Deputy Speaker, we must put it clearly that we are not here to be threatened. The threat that you are making is that anyone who rises and talks should leave the House. People are always doing that, especially on the other side, but you keep quiet. We have been saying this forever and ever, but when we talk, you are the first to tell us that we must leave the House. We are not going to leave the House, Chair. Sometimes when you address us, you become emotional. You expect us to live by that. We are not here as children or your children. We are here as members of the House, like anybody else who is here. So, we expect the same treatment from you. Thank you. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, what I do from the Chair, I do with every member of this House. [Interjections.] I have acted against members on all sides of this place, and two wrongs don’t make a right. You do not have to allow yourself to do incorrect things when you know that. And I am not making threats, hon members. The House will be conducted in an appropriate manner so that we arrive at decisions of the highest appropriateness. 

I do wish to restate to you the authority of the House over any of its committees. Please remember that this House sitting in plenary has authority over all its committees. It is important to remember that. So, you can decide whether you are agreeing or disagreeing with the motion as put by the Chief Whip because he has the right to arrange the programme of the House. If you want to object to it, you can object. The process is allowed in the system here. And that is why we ask you to do that. So, that’s what we are suggesting we should do now. 

Mr J A MNGXITAMA: Deputy Speaker, is it parliamentary for a sitting officer such as yourself to intimidate and threaten Members of Parliament by saying - as you have done - that you are going to throw us out and do all those things. I just want you to tell us that we are going to participate here without intimidation, and you will observe the fact that we have been elected to be in this House. That’s all.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, I will repeat that. Hon members, when an hon member repeatedly ignores the authority of the Chair, they do not invite the co-operation of the Chair or the House. And if you do that, it’s not intimidation to remind you of your own Rules that you agreed to. That’s all I am doing. I am not threatening. I am pointing out that we should discuss these things in a rational manner. You have an opportunity to object to these things. It’s in the process. And you can’t stop the House sitting in plenary from making decisions, hon members. Please recognise that this is in the Rules that you accepted and that you are supposed to follow. That is all I am saying. I am not threatening anybody. I have no reason to threaten anybody.

Ms H O MAXON: Deputy Speaker, I am saying this: Last week the Chief Whip of the Majority Party did the same thing by misleading this House that he had consulted us. And today he is doing the same thing. You, as the Deputy Speaker, are not interested in that. You are interested in threatening us as the EFF, and we must make it very clear that we are not going to be threatened by you. We are here as people who have been voted in by people. We are here to speak on their behalf, no matter what. Thank you. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, you can object to the motion of the Chief Whip. The House gives you an opportunity to do that. Object to it. This is what I am saying.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Speaker, even if we were to object to the motion of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, there is a process which he has violated, from the beginning. The procedure is that before an Order Paper is presented here in the House, there must be a meeting of the Chief Whips’ Forum. There must be the National Assembly Programme Committee meeting, which agrees that this is going to be the programme of the House, so that we prepare as Members of this Parliament, as political parties, for the issues that are going to be tabled here. But this Order Paper, which is being presented here, and the draft resolution, has not gone to the Chief Whips’ Forum, and has not gone to the National Assembly Programme Committee, NAPC.

And that is the basic procedure. It is not true that the Chief Whip of the ANC can just come here and impose the programme on us and then consult thereafter. It does not work like that. The process is that we should have agreed on this programme before it was put forward here. 

So, please don’t impose the programme on us. Allow the other political parties. The DA has given you the same information. The IFP is going to tell you the same thing. All the political parties except the ANC are going tell you exactly what I am telling you. Please don’t abuse the majority you have, which we are going to take away very soon. Please. [Applause.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, you know these hon members really are not serious about this House being orderly. [Interjections.] Can I remind you of your own situation?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Chief Whip, please address me.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: We had the Budgetary Review and Recommendation, BRR, Reports, 39 of them. On that day when we dealt with the Inga Treaty, we met outside here and agreed that we would deal with that item and we would then postpone the BRR Reports to the following day, which we did, and all those ... [Interjections.]
Mr G A GARDEE: Order, Deputy Speaker.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Should I wrap? 

Mr G A GARDEE: On a point of order.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Should I not finish? [Interjections.]

Mr G A GARDEE: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Gardee, can you please let him finish. You can object to what he is saying after he finished.

Mr G A GARDEE: He is misleading the House. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, hon member. Let the member finish. Go ahead, hon Chief Whip.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: We postponed those items to the following day. 

That had a knock-on effect since then. They can’t say now that they want to prioritise the motions and motions without notice over the content of the programme of today, and say better the House not do anything if it will not do the motions. Any of the Chief Whips here will understand. That is a practice that has been followed in this House all this time. It’s not special today. That is why they are not interested in this House conducting its business today. 

Mr R P RAMAKATSA: Speaker, can I be recognised, please.

Mr N SINGH: Hon Deputy Speaker, we are suddenly as hon members interested in the business of this House. We have been elected by people out there, however few, to represent their interests in this House. We honestly believe that we must stick to the Rules and traditions of the running of Parliament. 

It is a given fact, hon Deputy Speaker, that the programme of Parliament is first discussed in the Chief Whips’ Forum. It is not the ultimate body that decides on the programme of Parliament. It’s the Programme Committee, the day thereafter, that decide what the programme should be. As the Chief Whip of the IFP, I would like to say that we have never been consulted, hon Deputy Speaker, on this amended programme for today. I only saw this programme at 09:34 this morning, when I received a letter from the ANC caucus representative indicating that there would be new items on the agenda. I wrote back to him, hon Deputy Speaker, and said that we note this mail from the ANC caucus and raise the IFP’s strongest objections that a caucus can decide what the programme should be - any caucus, for that matter. 

In terms of the Rules of the House, the Chief Whips’ Forum and the Programme Committee deal with the programme. So, Chair, it is wrong for this programme to be foisted on us. I accept that you can put the motion to the House and there will be a vote. Those in favour of the programme will say “yes” and those who are not will say “no”, but it’s not tradition that it be done in this manner. 

I appeal to the Chief Whip of the Majority Party to reconsider what is on this programme. We need a motivation, hon Deputy Speaker. Why is it that motions should be moved to the end? What motivation is there for that to happen? Thank you, hon Deputy Speaker.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT (Mr J H Jeffery): Deputy Speaker, there may be consultations in the Programme Committee but, ultimately, it is the House that can decide the programme. 

In terms of the traditions that the hon Singh speaks about, the tradition is that if a member is asked to withdraw, they withdraw and they don’t have to be carried out. The tradition is that we don’t have filibusters, which we’ve had twice over the past few days.

The issue is that the motion is before the House and the House can decide on that motion. I really urge you to allow that motion to be voted on. [Interjections.]

Ms D CARTER: Hon Deputy Speaker, I have also to agree with the views of the IFP. 

In the Rules Committee as well as the Chief Whips’ Forum and, I must say, on the other side also, some of the other parties have the privilege to receive correspondence from the caucus. As Cope, we have not even received any correspondence or any alteration to it. I think, especially in light of the views of the Minister, it is important to note that we are not a simple democracy where it is the case of majority rules. We are a constitutional democracy in which the Constitution is supreme and in which the rule of law is paramount. I therefore suggest that we go back to the original programme. Thank you.

Dr C P MULDER: Hon Deputy Speaker, there has been an attempt to address the problems that we have had up to today by way of an agreement that was reached behind closed doors. The problem is that the issues addressed in that meeting are exactly the same things that brought us to this crisis again today. It’s not correct when the Chief Whip of Parliament says that it was agreed that he will not entertain ... [Interjections.] The hon Jeffery says that it doesn’t matter. Now, you see, hon Deputy Speaker, the problem is this: The hon Jeffery puts the argument that the House can decide. What he’s actually saying is that the majority will decide. [Interjections.] Yes.

Hon Deputy Speaker, may I refer you to the Constitution? May I refer you to section 42(3) of the Constitution? Section 42(3) of the Constitution says: “The National Assembly is elected to represent the people” - all the people, not only the people that voted for the majority party, but also the people that voted for all the opposition Members of Parliament. [Interjections.] This Parliament does not belong to the majority. This Parliament does not belong to the ruling party. This Parliament is an institution created by the Constitution to represent all the people. [Interjections.]

How do we do that? We do that by consultation, by creating structures in Parliament in terms of the Rules and by consulting one another.

The ruling party has now come to the point - in terms of what the hon Jeffery has just said – the majority will decide. That means all the structures of Parliament are falling by the wayside. The hon Chief Whip of the ANC says, “We got behind in terms of the programme”. Whose fault is that? It’s the fault of the ANC – the ruling party – who’s supposed to present the programme, in consultation. The hon Chief Whip now comes and says that we cannot prioritise other work instead of motions. It’s not us who want to prioritise; it’s the Rules. Rule 29 gives the sequence of the proceedings, and it clearly states “After opportunity for announcements from the Chair, notices of motion.” That is the programme in terms of the Rules, not what we’re saying.

What I’m saying is this: Do we respect the Constitution? [Interjections.] We do. If we do respect the Constitution, we accept that this institution does not belong to the majority. It belongs to the representatives representing all the people in South Africa. That means that all the people must be heard. That means that we need to consult before we take decisions.

It’s correct that the hon Bhengu, in charge of the programme, last night came around and said, ``Will it be a problem to dispense with motions?’’ But you see, since then, the ANC unilaterally last night, without any consultation, put item 8 on the agenda. No consultation, no discussion, no nothing – unilaterally the programme was changed by the ANC.

If you want Parliament to successfully operate in terms of the Constitution where we all have rights, you’ll respect also the position of the people that we represent. [Applause.]

Prof N M KHUBISA: Deputy Speaker, I must say that we should not create a situation that does not bode well for democracy. We were not consulted ... [Interjections.]

Mr M S MBATHA: Point of order, Chair.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let the member finish. I’ll give ... [Interjections.]

Mr M S MBATHA: No, point of order. We were not consulted.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Mbatha, I’ll give you an opportunity if you allow me to recognise you first. If you don’t, I don’t give you recognition.

Mr M S MBATHA: It’s a point of order. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, but let the member finish his comment because I’m trying to allow every political party to speak before I allow any other point of order or anything of that sort. Let the member speak. Go ahead, hon member. Sit down, hon member. [Interjections.]

Prof N M KHUBISA: Deputy Speaker, I was saying that we should not create a precedent that will disrupt the House. Chief Whips are consulted, then the Programme Committee meets. Now we are getting changes to the programme without any prior consultation. I’m saying, therefore, that it doesn’t bode well for democracy. It is very important that the Chief Whips meet and discuss the programme. It must not just be rammed down our throats. But, over and above that, there has been poor consultation that I’ve seen occurring in this House with regard to the programme as such. I think we are not doing well. Let us not undermine one another. Let us follow the Rules of the House.

Mr M S MBATHA: I had a point of order, Chair.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Kwankwa, let him raise it first. What is the point of order?

Mr M S MBATHA: Hon Deputy Speaker, with due respect, while the hon member Mulder was on the floor, the hon member next to hon Mabe was shouting “Orania”. I don’t have a problem with the name of the town. I have a problem with the intended connotation. I don’t think ... [Interjections.] Deputy Speaker, I think the thought process while she was shouting ... there was something racist there.

Ms D CARTER: Hon Deputy Speaker ...

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Kwankwa was on his feet.

Ms D CARTER: It’s on the same issue as the point of order about racism. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, hon member. I’m going ... [Interjections.]

Ms D CARTER: Deputy Speaker, I really want to make a request to you to please protect us in the House. It’s becoming extremely difficult with the racist assaults that we are getting from members of the ANC. [Interjections.] It is forever “because you are white” and it’s always racist attacks. I’m asking you to protect us. Thank you. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before you speak, hon member, the hon member who was referred to, I would suggest that you rise and withdraw those remarks immediately. Please do that. [Interjections.]

Mr M S MBATHA: Can I point her out, Chair, to make things easier for the House?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you said it.

Mr M S MBATHA: She is next to hon Mabe.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, it’s okay. We heard you. Hon Mafu. 

Mr A M MUDAU: Chairperson, I never said anything, if I am being referred to.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Mafu, did you say it? [Interjections.]

Ms N N MAFU: Deputy Speaker, with due respect, can you please consult Hansard?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, did you say that? Hon member, please, if you said it then we won’t have to go and find that you said it, and then we will have a problem. Please, just do that.

Ms N N MAFU: No, I did not, hon Deputy Speaker.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, I would like to register an objection. This House is not allowed to deteriorate into using offensive language. We’ve said so many times, and I do insist that is wrong. Let’s not do it. However you feel about anything anybody is saying here, please let us not proceed to using this type of language. [Interjections.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Deputy Speaker, can I address you, please? We must remember that when rulings are made from the Chair, they set a precedent in this House. Last week the hon Mileham was forced by the Chair to withdraw comments that he made - off Hansard, off microphone - to a member on that side of the House. The Chair relied on the allegation of the member to force hon Mileham to withdraw that. I’m asking, Chair, in the interest of consistency with regard to rulings from the Chair, that hon Mafu be asked to withdraw what she has said. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members ... Yes, hon member? What are you rising on?

Mr S LUZIPO: I think we should agree and probably appeal to everyone to not feel offended when things that we don’t like are said. [Interjections.] I think we must agree ... [Interjections.] No, no, you must listen; it will help you. I think we must agree, if that word was used and it has offended someone, it might have to be withdrawn. It can’t be correct that the same people who are complaining are then calling others liars. So, you can’t say correct it and then you do the same thing you are complaining about.

I think the issue must be corrected. When you complain, correct yourself first so that what you are complaining about ... [Interjections.] ... is not going to be correct when it is done to other people. [Interjections.]

Ms N P SONTI: Deputy Chairperson! [Interjections.] Deputy Chairperson! [Interjections.] Deputy Chairperson! [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who is speaking?

Ms N P SONTI: NguSonti. [It is Sonti.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, what are you rising on, hon member?

Nks N P SONTI: Sekela Somlomo, ngoLwesithathu weveki ephelileyo, impi ebivela ngaphaya, ibisithuka. Ndithe xa ndigqiba ukufunda inkcazelo, ndibalumkise ngelithi bayiyeke le nto bayenzayo. Baphindile ngoLwesine kwakhona, tata. Andililo igeza, ndimdala uyandibona. Asiphili kamnandi yilaa kona leya. NguMafu, nguNocawe, nguMabe, uBertha, andimazi nokuba ngubani, ngabahloniphekileyo, kodwa indlela abasiphilisa ngayo kabuhlungu yengathethekiyo, Sekela Somlomo.

Apha asizelanga bona. Asiziswanga ngabo; sinalo ilungele lokuba lapha. Masingathukwa. Elaa gama bendilithetha apha ngalaa mini, bendingesiso isidenge, kodwa ndilucelile uxolo. Abalunganga aba bantu abaya. Tshayelani indlu yenu kuqala icoceke ngaphambi kokuba niphumele ngaphandle. Sikruqukile kukuthukwa ngaba bantu, sikruqukile kukuthukwa yilaa kona leya. Asizanga kubo aba bantu apha, asiziswanga ngabo apha kwaye sesikhona. Sesikhona! [Kwaqhwatywa.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[Ms N P SONTI: Deputy Speaker, last week on Wednesday, people from that side insulted us. When I finished reading the statement, I warned them to stop what they were doing. On Thursday they did the same thing again, sir. I’m not insane, I am not a child, as you can see. We are not treated fairly by that corner. It is Mafu, Nocawe, Mabe, Bertha, I don’t even know her, they are honourables, but the way they treat us is not fair, their conduct is unbearable, Deputy Speaker.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are not here for them. They are not the ones who brought us here; we have a right to be here. We must not be insulted. I apologised for the word I used that day, I was not stupid. Those people are not right. Get your house in order first before criticising others. We are sick and tired of being insulted by these people; we are sick and tired of being insulted by that corner. We are not here for these people; they are not the ones who brought us here and we are here already. We are here to stay! [Applause.]]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. Hon Mafu. Hon Mafu, please do the right thing.

Mr N L S KWANKWA: Hon Deputy Speaker ... [Interjections.] ... may I be recognised?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, I will give you a chance. I will give you a chance, hon member. [Interjections.] Yes.

Mr N L S KWANKWA: Awude ufike. [You are taking long to recognise me.]

Ms N N MAFU: Hon Deputy Speaker, I draw. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Mafu, please. Hon Mafu, let’s not make a joke of this. Hon Mafu, can you please just withdraw unconditionally.

Ms N N MAFU: Enkosi Sekela Somlomo, ndiyadrowa. [Thank you, Deputy Speaker, I draw.]

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Sekela Somlomo ngiyacela, ake sifunde ukuhloniphana. Uyabona nje njengoba ethi uyadorwa, uzama ukulinganisela mina. [Uhleko.] Zamani ukulungisa ngoba ibona abazophuma ngaphandle! Kade ngiyisho le nto yokuthi ninomkhuba wokuthi nithi la bantu abasithuke. Sikhona sikhona la ePhalamende; bayasithanda abasithandi, ngeke siphume. Ake nibabizele amaphoyisa noma nibayise kuleli komidi lala. Ngiyabonga. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Ms M S KHAWULA: Deputy Speaker, I request that we learn to respect one another. You see, when she says she draws, she is trying to mimic me. [Laughter.] Try to correct this because they are the ones who would be thrown out of the House! I have said this before, that you have a tendency of telling these people to insult us. We are here in Parliament to stay, whether they like us or not; we will not leave the House. Call the police or take them to the parliamentary committee. Thank you.]

Mr M S MBATHA: On a point of order, Deputy Chair. On a point of order, Deputy Chair. Deputy Chair, last week Thursday I was asked to withdraw a private finger. I did withdraw and I apologised. The hon member here should apologise unconditionally. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, you are making the job of the Chair difficult. Hon Godi.

Mr N T GODI: Deputy Speaker, on the issue of ... [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will give you a chance to speak. Let me finish ... [Interjections.] Let me ... [Interjections.] No, hold on, hon Kwankwa. Yes, hon Godi.

Mr N T GODI: Deputy Speaker, I just want to bring this point to your attention with regard to the issue on which you have ruled that the comrade must withdraw. I don’t have a problem when people complain about being heckled. But, when white people are heckled and someone stands up and say it is racism ... [Interjections.] ... and yet, when everybody else is heckled and they have no problem with that, I think there is a problem with those people. [Applause.] 

Mr R P RAMAKATSA: Deputy Speaker ... [Interjections.] Can I please be recognised. [Interjections.]

Dr P J GROENEWALD: Agb Adjunkspeaker, op ’n punt van orde ... [Hon Deputy Speaker, on a point of order ...]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, hon member, proceed. [Interjections.]

Dr P J GROENEWALD: Agb Adjunkspeaker, as ek net kan stilte kry hier aan my linkerkant. Ons is veronderstel om agb lede te wees, maar ek wil vandag vir u sê dat dit vir my ’n vernedering is om hier te sit en te hoor hoe lede die f-woord rondslinger en te sien hoe hulle te kere gaan. Ek gaan nou hierdie Huis verlaat want dit is benede my om op hierdie vlak na dié lede as agbaar te verwys. 

Ek wil ’n beroep op u doen. Ek het ’n vorige keer gesê daar is ’n bepaalde waardigheid en integriteit wat hier in dié Huis gehandhaaf moet word, maar dit word nie gehandhaaf nie. Alle lede moet by die reëls hou. Ek wil vandag vir u sê dat hierdie ’n laagtepunt in my hele loopbaan as ’n parlementslid is. Om na f-woorde en rassistiese aantygings te moet luister, is totaal onaanvaarbaar. U moet die reëling maak dat indien lede oortree, hulle asseblief uit die Huis gejaag word. (Translation of Afrikaans paragraphs follows.)

[Dr P J GROENEWALD: Hon Deputy Speaker, if I could just have some silence here on my left. We are supposed to be honourable members, but I’m telling you that it is humiliating to have to sit here today and hear how members are flinging about the f-word and carrying on. I am going to leave this House now because it is beneath me to refer to such members as honourable at this level. 

I want to appeal to you. On a previous occasion I said that there is a certain decorum and integrity which must be maintained in this House, but it is not being maintained. All members should stick to the rules. I’m telling you now that this is a low point in my whole career as a parliamentarian. To have to listen to f-words and racist accusations is totally unacceptable. You should make the ruling that if members transgress, they are please to be chased out of this House.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I agree with you, sir. We will do that. It is actually incorrect for us to use language that we know is inappropriate and you make it difficult for the Chair because of the way in which you handle these things. [Interjections.]

No, hon member, I am not giving you a chance now. I am giving hon Kwankwa a chance. He has been on his feet for a long time.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Deputy Speaker, the member who was asked to withdraw did not withdraw. [Interjections.] She did not withdraw. Can we please get confirmation about withdrawal? If she doesn’t withdraw, we are going to have a very difficult day today, please.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, take your seat. Thank you very much. I will come back to that. Hon member, proceed.

Mr N L S KWANKWA: Hon Deputy Speaker, indeed, what my colleagues are saying is true. It is what should have happened, ideally. But the problem here is that we cannot consult or choose to consult when it is convenient and sometimes we do not consult. When there are problems in this House ...

... siye sibizwe sonke singabaBhexeshi abaziNtloko bamaqela ezopolitiko ... [... we are usually called as Chief Whips of the political parties ...]

... to try and ensure that there is stability, order, dignity and decorum. 

Now we have a situation where ... let me give you an example. We can’t pretend, for example, that the Powers, Privileges and Immunities Committee ... 

... ukuba khange kubekho sivumelwano noSekela Mongameli. [... that there was no agreement with the Deputy President.]

Still, our leaders are under the impression that there is a follow-up meeting next week. [Interjections.]
Hayi, hayi, yimani. Musani ukungxama. Sisekuloo nto nangoku. Iyekwe nguwe asikayiyeki thina. [No, no, stop. Don’t be in a hurry. We are still on that topic. You stopped it, not us.]

There has not been a formal platform, Deputy Speaker ... 

... apho kuza kuphinda kuthethwe le nto kwakhona kuthiwe sijikiwe esaa sigqibo besithathiwe. Nina niyathelekiswa ne-EFF apha kwaye nani nivumela loo nto. Kwingxoxo yayizolo, i-EFF namanye amaqela aphikisayo, avumelene nesigqibo kwaye asihlonipha azibophelela ukuba baza kwenza okulungileyo.

Ngoku, ngenxa yokuba umbutho omnye ungakhange uvumelane nani nivela senisithengisa ngoku. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[... where the discussion of the same issue will take place again, and it is said that the decision that we arrived at will be changed. You and the EFF are being set up against each other and you allowed that to happen. In yesterday’s discussion, the EFF and other opposition parties agreed with the decision taken and respected it and committed themselves to doing the right thing. 

Now, just because one party does not agree with you, you are selling us out now.]

Our colleagues are correct: We should indeed have been consulted on this programme.

Asiyixhasi le nto kwaye ngoku asazi ukuba kuza kwenzeka ntoni? Ingxaki kukuba ngoku kuza kusetyenziswa le nto yale Komiti yaMandla, amaQithiqithi kunye nokungabinakuChukunyiswa ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[We oppose this, and now we do not know what is going to happen? The problem is that people are going to use this issue of the Powers, Privileges and Immunities Committee ...]

... and a host of other agreements ...

... esizenzayo ingathi singooGononda abakhulu. Uyaqonda ukuba ngoku kufuneka nisoyikise ukuba sikhe asayenza into enifuna siyenze niza kuthi “mthathe Sigidi”. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[... that we have as if we are the untouchables. Do you understand now that you need to scare us so that if we do not toe the line we will be dealt with accordingly.] 

We cannot allow that. [Laughter.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, I would like to make a recommendation here. I would like to request the Whips now to go out and consult on this matter and come back. I am only giving you 10 minutes. The House will be adjourned for 10 minutes to give the Chief Whips that opportunity.

Business suspended at 14:42 and resumed at 20:47.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please be seated. Thank you very much. Hon members, we are now able to proceed with motions.

NO NOTICES OF MOTION AND MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move: 

That the first motion on the Order Paper in my name stand over and that notices of motion and motions without notice not be taken.

Agreed to.

ORDER NO 8 TO STAND OVER

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, I move: 

That Order No 8 on the Order Paper stand over and be dealt with on a date to be determined following the planned engagement between the Leader of Government Business and leaders of political parties represented in Parliament.

Agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF MR GENGEZI MGIDLANA AS SECRETARY TO PARLIAMENT

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, I move: 

That the House, on the recommendation of the Speaker of the National Assembly and the Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces and subject to the concurrence of the National Council of Provinces, appoints Mr Gengezi Mgidlana as Secretary to Parliament on a five-year performance-based contract, with effect from 01 December 2014.

Declarations of vote:

Mr G A GARDEE: The EFF rises to reject this appointment of the said candidate, Gengezi, in that the EFF refuses that Parliament should be a rubberstamp of the Luthuli House cadre deployment policy. We note that the very same candidate was presented before political parties by the Speaker, and the Speaker was advised that she had no right to appoint a person without having gone through a due process that was transparent and open. 

Furthermore, according to the CV that was presented by the Speaker to leaders of political parties, the candidate appears to have foreign qualifications, there was no validation certificate attached from the SA Qualifications Authority and there was also no security clearance. Accordingly, the EFF rises to object. I thank you.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Deputy Speaker, we note the appointment that has been made today and we obviously wish the new Secretary well in his tenure here in Parliament. We do, however, say that we did express concern at the way that the process had been handled initially. After engagement with hon Mbete and the Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces, there was an agreement to start the process again and they brought in other candidates and then brought independent people into the selection panel. 

My understanding, and the commitment that was made by the presiding officers of the National Assembly and the NCOP was that in fact the necessary security clearance has been completed and that the qualifications had in fact been verified. We obviously have to accept that at face value. If it turns out that that is not the case, then obviously there may be a problem, although I believe that that has been done.

In closing, I want to say that we hope that the Secretary to Parliament will perform his duties in an impartial and fair manner and realise that, as the head of administration here in Parliament, he serves all Members of Parliament, regardless of party or political affiliation.

Mr N SINGH: Deputy Speaker, as the IFP we rise to support the appointment and the process that was followed. We recognise that amongst the panellists was esteemed Judge Ngoepe, who had many years serving on the bench and is now on the tax tribunal, and also Professor Hirsch. We feel that they would have done a good job on behalf of this Parliament and the people of South Africa. 

We wish the incumbent well and also trust that he will fulfil his duties impartially and in the interest of the Parliament of South Africa. Thank you.

Mr N T GODI: Deputy Speaker, the APC also wants to congratulate and wish the new Secretary to Parliament well, appreciating that there was a tradition with regard to the appointment of the Secretary to Parliament, a process which the presiding officers sought to follow. We would like to thank them for the fact that when political leaders raised reservations, the presiding officers were flexible enough to change that tradition and institute a process that all of us could identify with, which ensured that today the appointed candidate could be announced. There can be no quibble about whether or not this person has been appointed transparently.

We hope that he will be able to fill the very big shoes that have been left by the late Coetzee who served Parliament very well, and we hope that he will do the same. [Applause.]

Mr N L S KWANKWA: Deputy Speaker, indeed the UDM echoes the sentiments of hon Singh together with those expressed by hon Godi. We would like to wish the new Secretary to Parliament well. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: It is not obvious that we support the candidate. We believe that the thorough work that was done - including psychometric tests - has vindicated the process when everybody has transparently and openly supported it. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, the decision of the House is that the Secretary to Parliament, as named, is now approved by the House.

Agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

MR M R MDAKANE AND MS L M MASEKO TO PRESIDE AS TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSONS

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: I move: 

That the House elect Mr M R Mdakane and Ms L M Maseko to preside during today’s sitting of the House when requested to do so by the Presiding Officer.

Agreed to.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE - 2014 MEDIUM-TERM BUDGET POLICY STATEMENT

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, I know that we are dealing with the First Order, but I think there is a serious omission on the first item of tonight’s programme. We have collectively, as Chief Whips, agreed that there will be no farewell speeches tonight because Parliament is only adjourning and not coming to an end today.
Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Speaker, there is no concrete agreement on the House being adjourned or not with any finality. We say that that decision is going to be subject to the meeting that will be held with the Deputy President moving forward. So, we do not know what the Chief Whip of the Majority Party is talking about because it is not a true reflection of what we agreed upon in the Chief Whips’ Forum. We said that in the meeting with the Deputy President we would discuss whether or not there was a need to reconvene this House. So, we must not be hijacked in the House on things that we never agreed upon, please.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, with regard to whatever was discussed in the meeting of the Whips, please let us recognise that the House has a responsibility to decide if it takes those decisions. I cannot see any other meeting taking that decision easily. And that is a problem with a meeting outside of here. Unless it involves ... This meeting was supposed to be for consultation. We cannot adjourn the entire session. We shouldn’t do that. Let us agree and note the objection, if this is an objection from the EFF, and proceed on that understanding. Agreed, hon members?

HON MEMBERS: Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, let us proceed. Hon Chief Whip, you haven’t answered me.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: I noted that, but I was correcting an omission. 

There was no debate.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: I move:

That the Report be adopted.

Declarations of vote:

Dr D T GEORGE: Deputy Speaker, South Africa is facing a stagflation trap. Since the time of President Mbeki, our economy has been in steady decline and that decline is now fast gathering momentum. There are four expenditure timebombs that can drive our economy into bankruptcy. The public sector wage bill is spiralling ever upward without productivity increases. The National Health Insurance rollout has begun without any attempt to fix our broken public hospitals. The state-owned enterprises, now known as the ``parasitals’’, especially Eskom and Transnet, are now crippling our energy and transport infrastructure and already they are a long-term drain on our limited financial resources. The pending nuclear deal with Russia means that we will import energy and pay for it in US dollars. 

While growth in emerging markets has rebounded, ours has not because a crisis in the ANC has now become a crisis for our economy. We cannot and will not accept this. Our economy is in very serious trouble and the simple fact is that the Standing Committee on Finance is now a shadow of its former self. For example, it never met with Moody’s rating agency when it visited South Africa this week, while the committee on economic development did. We do not support this report. Thank you. [Applause.]

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Thank you very much, hon Chair. 

We also object to the report because of the constellating cardinal points of diagnosis of the South African economy as fundamentally backward, anti-industrialisation, anti-poverty and is not going to lead to any concrete developmental plan with regard to providing concrete services for our people; and there is the entire philosophy of neoliberal macroeconomic planning. We reject the report. We will obviously expand when we debate the report. Thank you.

Mr Y I CARRIM: Deputy Speaker, I feel very sorry for myself that I have to respond to the same old tired clichés and platitudes that we get from the opposition. Many of the things Mr George raised are actually in the very report that he is rejecting now. For all of the questions that he has posed, the answers are contained in there. The EFF representative has not even read the report obviously because, again, that applies to him even more than to Mr George.

However, let’s start with this: Where does this crisis comes from? It is not of the ANC’s making. It’s of the very market forces that you in the DA in particular support and you in the EFF, whether wittingly or unwittingly, support. It is not the ANC that created the 2007-08 global financial crisis. It is the greed of the bankers that the DA identifies with and whose interests it represents in this Parliament; whether wittingly or unwittingly, so does the EFF. [Applause.] 

It is we - not the DA - and it is we - not the EFF - who talk about the fundamental transformation of the economy and the second more radical phase of the transition, which the DA actually refuses to engage around, and looks bewildered and confused about. [Interjections.] Finally, what was happening on the day ... [Interjections.] [Time expired.]

Question put.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I now put the question. The question is that the report be adopted. Those in favour will say “Aye”. 

HON MEMBERS: Aye!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against will say “No”.

HON MEMBERS: No!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the “Ayes” have it.

Motion agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Report accordingly adopted.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS - 2014 MEDIUM-TERM BUDGET POLICY STATEMENT
There was no debate.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Speaker, I move: 

That the Report be adopted.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I now put the question. The question is that the report be adopted. Those in favour will say “Aye”. 

HON MEMBERS: Aye!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against will say “No”.

HON MEMBERS: No!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the “Ayes” have it. 

Mr M WATERS: The DA requests an opportunity to make a declaration please.

Declarations of vote:

Dr M J FIGG: Thank you, hon Deputy Speaker. South Africa’s economic performance has deteriorated over the past several years. Gross domestic product growth is estimated at 1,4% down from 3,6% in 2011. These trends have led to an understandable concern about the country’s growth prospects. Wise men - and that excludes the Minister of Finance - say that the economy is experiencing zero growth ...

Faster economic growth is both a key objective of the National Development Plan and a necessary condition to raise the resources needed to fund the country’s social and economic transformation. Factors like electricity supply, labour tensions, skills shortages and transport constraints have contributed to the slowdown of our economy.

Debt service payments continue to consume a growing share of the budget, reducing the space to extend public services and investments. Sustaining deficits while the economy is not growing with the current account deficit pushes up inflation and interest rates and causes our currency to depreciate. The impact of this is that unemployment also increases.

While the DA agrees that the Budget should not be balanced on the backs of the poor, the countercyclical policy is not working at the moment. As revenue continues to increase at a slower rate, government should rather focus on creating more jobs. The DA does not support the report. [Applause.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Deputy Speaker, I don’t know whether Parliament hasn’t paid its TV licence - I’m sure we can discuss it when we get to our budget - but the feed seems to have disappeared.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, hon members, it will be recorded. [Interjections.]

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Can I wait for the screen first before I make the declaration? Or should I go ahead?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Go ahead and make your declaration. Hansard will capture it.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker, when the ruling party made the last declaration, they claimed that we did not read the neoliberal drivel that was presented in the Standing Committee on Finance. It is not true.

The essence of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, MTBPS, is the austerity measures that are being introduced by the ANC. We said in the previous declarations that you can’t impose austerity measures in a global economic crisis. It will just worsen the crisis. Find a way of expanding the resources of the state to make sure that you reinvigorate economic activity. That is basic knowledge, if you just pay attention to what has happened in countries that had an economic crisis. You are going to realise it.

Now, you must never mislead yourself to think that capitalism was imposed on South Africa. You are a committed executive that manages the common office of the bourgeoisie, Blade Nzimande. That is the reality. You are a capitalist state and you are the one at the forefront of that particular programme. You can’t now portray a picture that capitalism is a foreign phenomenon. It is not. It is your programme, which is in pursuit of your project. So we reject that because it is in pursuit of the capitalist project that is not taking us anywhere. Thank you very much. [Time expired.]

Mr S P MASHATILE: Hon Deputy Speaker, the ANC fully supports the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement presented by the Minister of Finance ... [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, please just hold on. Hon Minister!

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: Thank you very much, hon Deputy Speaker. The speaker from the DA indicated in the opening sentence that “wise men - and that excludes the Minister of Finance ...” What exactly did he mean by that? Is he not ... [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, that’s not a point of order.

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: It is a point of order. He is impugning the intelligence of the Minister of Finance. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Minister, I’m afraid that’s a political statement and comment. The hon Minister will be able to respond to it in time.

Mr S P MASHATILE: Thank you, Deputy Speaker.

I was saying that the ANC fully supports the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. Let me just make three points quickly. Firstly, all hon members know that this Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement was presented during a very difficult time in our economy.

I actually want to dispute what hon Floyd Shivambu was saying, that it is about austerity measures. It is not. Fiscal consolidation will allow us to deal with the budget deficit, and if you look at this allocation to all the priorities, in fact, no amount of funding priorities was reduced in real terms. Thank you very much. We support the MTBPS. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, I now put the question once more. Those in favour will say “Aye”. 

HON MEMBERS: Aye!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against will say “No”. 

HON MEMBERS: No!

I think the “Ayes” have it.

Mr M WATERS: Deputy Speaker, will you please note the objection of the DA.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker, will you note the objection of the revolutionary EFF, the economic emancipation movement. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have noted the objections of both the DA and the EFF.

Motion agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Report accordingly adopted.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS - ADJUSTMENTS APPROPRIATION BILL

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the Report be adopted.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is that the Report be adopted. Are there any objections?

HON MEMBERS: Yes!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There being an objection, I will now put the question. Those in favour will say “Aye”.

HON MEMBERS: Aye!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against will say “No”.

HON MEMBERS: No!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The “Ayes” have it.

Declarations of vote:

Mr A R MCLOUGHLIN: Hon Deputy Speaker, the DA welcomes the fact that the hon Minister of Finance has at last acknowledged that the South African economy is in trouble and needs attention. However, we are unable to support the Adjustments Appropriation Bill because it does little more than acknowledge the problem and threaten the taxpayer with an even heavier burden.

We believe that far more emphasis should be placed on spreading the tax net, curbing fruitless and wasteful expenditure and ensuring efficient expenditure. The countercyclical approach adopted by the previous Minister of Finance may have been a good idea at the time, but it has clearly backfired because our economy has failed to turn around and improve.

The Adjustments Appropriation Bill is, with all due respect, a reshuffling of the financial cards in an attempt to plaster over the ever-widening cracks in the ANC’s failing financial policies. This Bill does not go nearly far enough. It is smoke and mirrors.

Ms H O MAXON: Deputy Speaker, the EFF would like to make a declaration.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Go ahead.

Mr G A GARDEE: Deputy Speaker, we reject this Adjustments Appropriation Bill because we don’t trust the ruling party with our money. [Interjections.] We do not trust it with our money because the Bill includes the shifting of funds to the Northern Cape government where there are ANC MEC politicians facing criminal charges. We do not trust you with our money because in Mpumalanga there is a premier who has spent close to R32 million on vehicles for his office use.

We do not trust you with our money because schoolchildren are walking to school, despite a scholar transport tender having been issued and paid for. We do not trust you with our money because an hon member in this House is facing criminal charges for defrauding the Social Security Agency. We do not trust you with our money because it will be used to defend politicians facing criminal charges, such as defending the spy tapes, Jackie Selebi and many others, including buying KFC. Thank you. [Time expired.] [Interjections.]

Mr S P MASHATILE: Hon Speaker, the ANC fully supports the adjustments Budget. In fact, this adjustments Budget makes sure that priorities like education and health infrastructure are fully funded. And, in fact, over the medium term, all the priorities are going to receive increased funding. The budget grows over the period of the MTEF with about 7,6%. So there is no problem with the measures that the Minister has announced, because they are not compromising service delivery. I thank you. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, hon member.

Hon members, let’s do it again. I now put the question. Those in favour will say “Aye”.
HON MEMBERS: Aye!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against will say “No”.

HON MEMBERS: No!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The “Ayes” have it.

Motion agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Report accordingly adopted.

DEBATE ON MEDIUM-TERM BUDGET POLICY STATEMENT

ADJUSTMENTS APPROPRIATION BILL

(First Reading debate)

Mr S P MASHATILE: Deputy Speaker, hon members of the House, the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement for 2014 was tabled by the Minister of Finance on 22 October 2014 and referred to the Standing Committee on Appropriations for consideration. 

There is no doubt that the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement was tabled during tough times in our economy. This has led to the revision of the gross domestic product, GDP, growth forecast from 2,7% to 1,4%. The economy is projected to grow slowly by 2,5% in 2015-2016 and by 3% in 2016-2017. This is going to put a lot of pressure on the fiscus. As a result, the Minister tabled a comprehensive package of measures to narrow the budget deficit, stabilise public debt, and begin to broaden the fiscal space. The Minister has called for cost-containing measures through reduction of expenditure on non-essential goods and services without affecting the core social and economic programmes.

The Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement introduced a reduction on expenditure of R25 billion over the next two years. The Medium-Term Fiscal Policy package should be supported if indeed we all understand the need to reduce the budget deficits, stabilise debt and ensure fiscal sustainability. This will also assist in ensuring that the resources are reallocated for priorities as set out in the National Development Plan’s, NDP, Vision 2030, and the Medium-Term Strategic Framework. This Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement has correctly responded to a call regarding the funding of NDP priorities. The reprioritisation of spending plans for the next three years will indeed enable government to finance the NDP priorities as expressed in the current Medium-Term Strategic Framework.

The review of funded vacant posts should be supported. Furthermore, when one considers the growth levels of the public sector wage bill as one of the largest expenditure categories, the freezing of the personnel budget for the next two years should be supported. Any increase should be funded through existing allocations. 

These measures will be undertaken in a manner that does not affect service delivery in our communities. As the Minister indicated when tabling the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, these cost-containing measures will not occur to the detriment of poor South Africans. We should welcome the honest and frank discussion raised by the Minister of Finance around the importance of narrowing the budget deficit. As he said, “Fiscal consolidation can no longer be postponed” and borrowing at this current rate is not sustainable. The statement further warned that the turning point has been reached. It is either now or never. Clearly, Deputy Speaker, the time for wasteful, fruitless and irregular expenditure is over. Sections 45 (b) and (c) of the Public Finance Management Act, PFMA, provide clear measures to be undertaken to address these kinds of wastage. We have a collective responsibility to do more with less if we are to achieve fiscal sustainability and the much-needed economic growth.

The founding father of our democratic nation, former President Nelson Mandela, once said, and I quote ``It always seems impossible until it’s done.’’ It is against this backdrop that we need to support the 2014 Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, its fiscal package and all its trade-offs. This will ensure that we return to a sustainable fiscal path. These proposals will enable government to remain in line with the deficit path announced in the national Budget for 2014, which aims to stabilise the national debt at 46% of GDP by 2017-2018.

Despite the introduction of expenditure ceilings, expenditure in real terms is projected to grow by 7,6% over the next three years. Expenditure moderation, including tax measures, will increase revenue and improve the fiscal position by R22 billion in 2015-2016 and R30 billion in 2016-2017 respectively.

The Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement indicates that the fastest expenditure programmes remain education, social security, housing, health and infrastructure. This is a clear indication that government priorities will not be affected over the medium term. This is an indication that key priorities of government remain central in addressing the challenges of unemployment, poverty and inequality. The fact that the largest allocation over the medium term goes to basic education and post-schooling programmes is a clear indication that all key priorities will continue to receive adequate funding. This echoes the sentiments made by former President Nelson Mandela when he said, ``Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.’’

The introduction of the incentives to encourage metros and other big cities to promote more compact, efficient and equitable cities by aligning, planning and infrastructure investment should be supported. Whilst noting the wide range of concerns around the non-payment of invoices within 30 days and many other challenges in the procurement process, the new procurement approach - which includes the creation of norms and standards for procurement, the creation of the national database and the creation of a database for suppliers to monitor compliance, which will be rolled out by the chief procurement officer - is indeed a positive step to address the systemic problems and should be welcomed. The new approach to local government infrastructure financing over the next three years, including a collaborative approach with financial institutions to expand the municipal debt market is also welcomed.

The state-owned enterprises are an important vehicle to broaden social and economic development in our country. Therefore, the proposed funding mechanism for Eskom and other state-owned enterprises is noted and should be supported as it will not impact on the current budget deficit. Instead it will enhance monitoring to ensure effective service delivery while at the same time promoting commercial performance.

We have noted the performance, expenditure and lesson learned from the Jobs Fund. The Jobs Fund initiative is aimed at facilitating job creation. We welcome the projected expenditure of R3,9 billion for the next three years in this regard.

While noting the impact made by the Expanded Public Works Programme throughout the country, there is still a need for improved management expenditure of resources in order to achieve the six million jobs in the short to medium term. However, through this Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, it is clear that our commitment to bring about a better life for all our people remains on course. Without a socially healthy society, we will never defeat the scourge of the triple challenge. Without an educated society, we will never defeat this scourge. Without poverty being eliminated wherever it raises its ugly head, we will never defeat this scourge of the triple challenge.

This is neither is the time for complacency nor for rhetorical statements, but it is time for action. Therefore, there is a greater need for all of us to put our hands together as a nonracial and nonsexist prosperous nation to move South Africa forward.

Hon Deputy Speaker, the ANC supports the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. Thank you. [Applause.]

Dr D T GEORGE: Chairperson, the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement sets the scene for the Budget to be announced in February. 

Before the Minister’s statement, the DA sets out its expectations. Given the dismal macroeconomic numbers, we expected decisive action on two crucial aspects. We expected the Minister to outline how he will tackle the worsening numbers on the fiscal framework in the short term and steps to be taken to accelerate our faltering economic growth.

We have already stated that we do not support the revised fiscal framework. Revenue is projected to increase by R81 billion and expenditure by R100 billion in the next year. The deficit thus increases in the short term and is then projected to tale off by 2017-18 on the back of improving GDP growth. Debt to GDP increases consistently over the medium term and so does the cost of servicing the debts.

We expected the Minister to intervene in the short run with significant cuts to government expenditure. For example, the economics Ministries could have been streamlined today. This would create efficiencies and economies of scale in the development and implementation of economic policy; that is, those aspects of the National Development Plan that can accelerate economic growth.

The size of the bloated Cabinet - currently 35 Ministries - can be tackled immediately. Above-inflation pay hikes for public sector employees can be stopped. An agency which is paying their so-called executives often in the region of R5 million per annum can be shut down. If wasteful spenders were held to account, R30 billion per annum would not leak from our public financial system. This could start today if the political will existed, but there clearly isn’t any. 
The Minister had a golden opportunity to signal to local and international investors that he will fix the mess of the state-owned enterprises, now known as the ``parasitals’’. When the matter of the people underwriting further capital to the Development Bank of Southern Africa, DBSA, came up, his message could have been loud and clear, and he could have said that the DBSA must be efficient or fold. He said nothing new, despite the promises.

We already knew that a downgrade from  Moody’s rating agency was looming. When Moody’s presented to the Portfolio Committee on Economic Development on Tuesday, they confirmed that they would be watching carefully what the Minister actually does after the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. There is no doubt that they were listening very carefully to what he said in his statement, yet downgraded our sovereign debt rating to the verge of junk status anyway. This does not signal confidence in our economy or in the Minister. 

It is true that the ANC is stuck in a mind-set that believes it can implement the so-called developmental state that it hasn’t clearly defined, and that the state can function at the center of our economy. Evidence is now clear that this doesn’t work. And our people don’t work either and won’t work either until the ANC government is replaced by one that can facilitate the growth that we need as set out in the DA’s policy on jobs and growth. 

As we saw on Thursday, 13 November, the people will not be bullied by a failing organisation that has brought our economy to its knees. 

We are not on ours. No matter how many riot policemen storm into this Chamber, we will not fold. We will not break. We will never give up until the people have an open opportunity to become everything they are capable of being, until the people’s money isn’t wasted and stolen by politically connected cadre deployed cronies who feast on the people’s money while everyone else gets left behind. 

Minister, you have a crucial role to play in ensuring that this country actually does have a future. The Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement was completely silent on entrepreneurship and small business development. This is the only way that our economy can create new jobs and offer opportunities to those who are losing their jobs. Confidence in the mining and manufacturing sectors must be regained. This is possible through reformed labour relations that can restore investor confidence. 

Spending on infrastructure and transport needs to be accelerated to improve our inadequate infrastructure. An end to exchange control would signal our own confidence in our economy and stimulate local and foreign investment. Trade across our borders can be stimulated through spending on export promotion.

Hon Mashatile must tell us if he supports additional funding for the e-tolls in Gauteng. The money has run out and there is no way to hide. Now, tax must be increased so that the people can fund further mismanagement of our economy. 

We will not support tax increases and we will not support the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. We will expect the Minister to do what he says he will do. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

Mr G A GARDEE: Chairperson, the EFF rises to reject this Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement because its philosophical belief that austerity measures will take South Africa out of its economic difficulties is flawed. The obsession of the ruling party with the infamous National Development Plan is what Frantz Fanon referred to as ``cognitive dissonance’’. This is when people sometimes hold a core belief that is very strong but when they are presented with evidence that works against that belief, the new evidence cannot be accepted. 
We do not trust you with our money because the budget adjustments and the policy imperatives of the fiscal basis of this government are based on other imperatives that will effectively put generations to come in very serious debt, debt in that money is being borrowed to finance luxuries for politicians in South Africa, like the corruption regarding Nkandla. 

We do not trust you with our money because it will be shifted from core business and service delivery to our people, for example building a police station, to some security upgrades at Nkandla. We do not trust you with our money because you will keep the Eiffel Tower shining in Nkandla. We do not trust you with our money because you will use it to pay ghost teachers, as happens in the Eastern Cape. We do not trust you with our money because you will finance the lease of buildings for the police, as happened with the former police commissioner, now sitting here as a Deputy Minister.

We do not trust you with our money because you will buy ammunition to kill our people, as happened in Marikana, with Tatane and a young child in Motloung. We do not trust you with our money because you will finance the extravagant lifestyle of your next of kin and friends who splash money on strippers in nightclubs in Sandton, like the ANC deputy secretary-general in Mpumalanga, Ehlanzeni region. 

We do not trust you with our money because you will increase the salaries and bonuses of your wives and other next of kin employed in the parastatals. We do not trust you with our money because you will repair cars of the state damaged by children of politicians, like that of Jesse Duarte when she was still an MEC in Gauteng. [Interjections.]

We do not trust you with our money because you will finance the fraudulent issuance of driving licences, as happened with hon Baleka Mbete in 1997. 

This Minister of Finance is popular for falling off chairs, and this time he is more likely to be falling with the economy of South Africa. [Interjections.]

We do not trust you with our money because you will finance the New Age breakfast show to enrich the Guptas. Every Monday to Friday, Ministers of the ANC are found in the live breakfast show of the SABC state-funded institution where profits are made for the benefit of the Guptas. 

We do not trust you with our money because you will use it to send our children into unlawful conflicts zones, as happened in the Central African Republic, to protect the businesses of politicians from the ruling party.

There are plenty of reasons why we do not trust you with our money. The list is endless and you know that the pit is bottomless and the peaks are overweight.

The EFF is the government-in-waiting. We reject this budget adjustment and the policy speech. We thank you. [Applause.]

Ms S J NKOMO: Madam Chair, the IFP takes note of the Minister’s first Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, MTBPS. Of serious concern to us, though, and as stated previously by our leader, Prince Buthelezi, MP, is that we are extremely worried about the downward revision of our economic growth which is now projected at 1,4% from its previous 2,7% projection.

Youth and other people who are unemployed are set to remain the most unfortunate victims of this downturn in economic growth as our economy will struggle to create jobs for them.

Our Public Service which is already bloated and not efficient must be made leaner in terms of the fiscal input, with added impetus on greater qualitative and service delivery outputs. Our Public Service must learn a new credo, namely, that of doing more with less, as these tough fiscal conditions necessitate most stringent and austere measures.

Included in this is government’s high wage bill, which must be reined in as a wage bill, which outpaces inflation. In this respect we applaud the measures introduced to strengthen departmental financial accounting, control and oversight systems as unauthorised, wasteful and irregular expenditure remain a very high and significant drain on our fiscus. 

Corruption must be stamped out. The governments anticorruption task team, ACTT, has only but started its work of rooting out corruption in our Public Service. The ACTT must continue with its mandate until corruption within our Public Service is totally eradicated.

Another issue is the overlapping of the departmental mandates, which necessitates immediate restructuring if we are to curb and eliminate inefficient resource allocation. 

In conclusion, the IFP is supportive of the Minister and the department, and wish them well as they steer our country through the waters of these troubled economic times into a brighter economic future. The IFP supports the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. I thank you. [Applause.]

Mr M S MABIKA: Chairperson, the NFP notes the 2014 Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement tabled by the hon Minister of Finance. We recognise that the Budget was drafted under difficult circumstances. However, we have to acknowledge that our economy is not growing as it has been projected to do, and that our budgetary increases are not proportional to the real growth experienced during the previous fiscal year.

We seriously question the impact of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement on the National Development Plan, NDP. When we look at the NDP, whose pillars are to reduce poverty and reverse unemployment, we do not see the desired results being achieved and we ask the question why. We see the consequences of this failure in the increased rate of urbanisation because poverty and unemployment are rife in the rural areas, leading to a rise in informal settlements and restlessness among our people who have waited for so long for a better life which was promised to all. This is not a good story to tell. 
We also see that the gap between the rich and the poor has not been reduced and is not adequately addressed in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. Moreover, we do not see the MTBPS adequately addressing funding of small businesses which, in our view, is a crucial component for economic growth and job creation. What we see is widespread corruption, a lack of service delivery and a government which is not for the people by the people, as it should be. Once again, we do not have a good story to tell.

Another sector of our society which is not adequately provided for in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement is our unemployable youth. Every day, we still see municipalities being under administration because of the culture of maladministration, corruption and a lack of accountability which has prevailed under the ANC-led government for the past 20 years.

The question is: How long must we tolerate the continuation of maladministration in our local and provincial structures and national departments, such as the Department of Water and Sanitation that has obtained qualified reports for years? We do not see tangible mechanisms to stop this rot that is eating away at our society.
We note that the Expanded Public Works Programme which is intended to create jobs is faltering and ultimately failing in its objectives. The jobs that are created in this programme are not sustainable, nor do they contribute in any sufficient way to poverty alleviation.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Mabika, your time has expired.

Mr M S MABIKA: At best, these jobs are mere smoke screens for grants in a different form.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Mabika, check your screen on the left. Your time has expired.

Mr N L S KWANKWA: House Chair, Speaker and hon members, no doubt the 2014 Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement shows a clear indication on the part of government to shift policy from stimulus to consolidation. As a party that has been calling for fiscal consolidation for a while, the UDM welcomes this decision. With a debt to GDP ratio of more than 40%, anything less than fiscal consolidation would have pushed us over the fiscal cliff. The notion that the cure is worse than the disease is untrue. In any event, we need to take this to try and build fiscal space which will be used in the future. 

Hon Minister, while we understand the reason behind the decision to freeze funded vacant posts, we are concerned that this only looks at one aspect - that is, employee numbers - which determines the growth in the public sector wage bill. For example, the public sector wage bill is estimated to grow by more than 8,1% from R407,6 billion in 2013-14 to R440 billion in 2014-15, which is still above the current consumer price index, CPIX, rate of 5,9%. 

Masiyixoxe kancinci, sithi le nto sihleli siyazi kakade ukuba ... [Let’s debate this for a moment, knowing already that ...]

... the fight here is about real magnitude. It’s not about nominal magnitude. People want to see their income levels grow more than the inflation rate, which makes it tricky. We are saying the scope might be reduced from the current 8,1%, which is an average obviously, to slightly closer to the current CPIX rate of 5,9%.

We urge government to follow through on its promise to adapt a cost-saving strategy by curbing 40% of spending on nonessential items. It’s important in reducing the budget deficit, but we also believe that other leakages in the system need to be identified as well. As a matter noted in the recommendations of the Standing Committee on Appropriations, the fiscal capacity of municipalities across various municipalities, especially rural municipalities, is a matter that requires serious attention.

So, in short, the UDM supports the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. I think the Minister should actually find solace in the fact that even though we don’t trust him with our money, we still trust him with our salaries because he pays them on time on the 15th. Thank you.

Mr D C ROSS: Chairperson, there is an understandable concern in the country about the economic growth prospects in South Africa. We note that the structural challenges have contributed to weak economic growth, which is anticipated at 1,4% of gross domestic product, GDP, a very low growth rate which is half of the 2,7% predicted in February last year. 

The Minister has indicated that South Africa is at the crossroads economically and we believe he is quite correct. South Africa is currently caught in a stagflation trap, a trap with low economic growth and rising inflation. It was only in 2005 to 2007 that our growth rose above inflation. 

Allow me to note - and let me just say we acknowledge that the budget proposals from this Minister came at a very difficult time in our country’s economy - four key issues that require serious attention. We note with concern that our growth in economy is still, that administration prices are driving inflation and that indeed the rand is very weak. We also face a triple deficit in our economy: a fiscal, current and the third deficit, which is the household deficit. The latter is a direct result of the cost of living and low savings for households. In the MTBPS last month the Minister had a golden opportunity - and I agree with my colleague the hon George - to make significant changes that will promote economic growth and foster job creation. 

We are pleased that the MTBPS encourages greater private sector investment and building public confidence, but the MTBPS contradicted itself only a paragraph later by positioning the state at the centre of our economy. This cannot work and it does not work. The figure speaks for itself. The deficit for this year will be R153 billion. Debt to the GDP is 46% and if you include the contingent liabilities it adds up to 57%.
Unemployment levels also came in at 36% in the broader definition. This is indeed not good news. The deficit is the single biggest risk to our economy as it becomes increasingly more difficult to maintain and control. The Minister’s response to the state deficit and rising debt is a R27 billion tax increase over the next two years. It is an unfortunate response. We believe that this was entirely avoidable if structural reforms to the economy were implemented and if the issues of corruption and wasteful expenditure were addressed. What South Africa needs is significant action to boost the economy and job creation.

Here are some of the proposals that should be addressed and implemented. Firstly, we must address the energy crisis in Medupi and Kusile, and the issue of affordable electricity pricing. Business organisations have recently urged the government to put off the costly and risky decision on nuclear power and to pay more attention to the immediate electricity constraints that are damaging the economy. Clearly, signing the R1 trillion nuclear deal with Rosatom is misplaced and we would like the Minister to make some recommendations to the President in this regard. 

Secondly, measures should have been adopted to restore confidence in the mining and manufacturing sectors, which are crucial sectors in our economy. In a presentation to the committees on finance and mining, it was indicated that, in terms of real growth per sector, mining showed zero growth in the years 2000 to 2013 - zero growth in all those years.

We believe the Minister should have addressed the labour law reviews in more detail in the MTBPS and committed to reforming labour laws, particularly for small businesses, which would promote job creation. We believe new measures could have been announced to eliminate corruption and waste, starting - this is an important point - with a law stopping all state employees from doing business with the state.

I believe the Minister could have announced a moratorium on all further bailouts for the state-owned entities, saving Treasury billions a year. Instead the Minister agreed to further bailouts for entities such as SA Airways. We hope that the Minister takes note of these proposals. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

Ms R E NYALUNGU: Chairperson, hon Ministers and Deputy Ministers present here, hon members and guests in the gallery, Ndza mi xeweta hinkwenu [greetings to all of you.]
The focal area is on sustained commitment to public sector infrastructure investment in order to reignite economic growth and job creation, as well as the creation of a sound environment for private sector investment.

Firstly, allow me to say that the ANC supports the Bill. [Applause.] The 2014 Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, the MTBPS, reflects the objectives that the country faces and is pragmatic in its approach. The spirit and essence of the National Development Plan, NDP, underpins the thrust of the MTBPS. [Interjections.]

The Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement reflects the continuity in support for the thrust of the ANC government’s commitments, informed by the ANC elections and manifesto. Importantly, given that this is a medium-term expenditure framework, the financial commitment to the agreed medium-term strategic framework, especially the presented MTBPS, seeks to ensure that the focus has support for the Medium-Term Strategic Framework for the 2014-19 electoral term. [Interjections.]

This is critical in that the medium-term budget ...

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Point of order, Chairperson: I really can’t hear now. I have appealed very nicely to my colleagues that we would like to hear what the speaker says, but I can’t hear a word.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Thank you.

Baba siyaxolisa. Malungu ahloniphekile ake sizameni ukuziphatha kahle masehliseni amazwi ethu. [Excuse, me hon member. Hon members, let us try to behave ourselves by lowering our voices.]

Let’s give every speaker at the podium a chance to speak. Please! 

Moh R E NYALUNGU: Modulasetulo, re a hlompha ka lebaka la gore re gata maotong a bontate Nelson Mandela le Thabo Mbeki. Le a nkgakantšha lena ba EFF [Tšhwahlelo.] O dira eng? (Translation of Sepedi paragraph follows.)

[Ms R E NYALUNGU: Chairperson, we are respectful because we are following in the footsteps of wise men like Nelson Mandela and Thabo Mbeki. EFF members are confusing me. [Interjections.] What are you doing?]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon member, please concentrate on your speech. Leave all the others alone. Hon members, please! [Interjections.]

Ms R E NYALUNGU: Thank you, Chairperson. 

Sustainable growth is about ensuring that commitments can be met over the medium term and that the poor continue to be the main recipients of the Budget. This is demonstrated by the continued commitment to education and health, which are the main expenditure points, and the commitment to ensure that the social wage remains central to alleviating absolute poverty. The key economic management of the economy, which the MTBPS seeks to address, is economic growth and development. The MTBPS projects 1,4% GDP growth in 2014, rising to 3% in 2017.

Much has been said about the budget deficit. South Africa’s budget deficit is not large for a developing country. The Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement adjusts the deficit to 4,1%. The role of private sector investment in the economy cannot be overemphasised. This is paramount if the economy is to grow. For this to happen, the socioeconomic climate should be conducive. There should be stability socially, and labour relations must be complementary. Direct foreign investment should be counted and a return on investment should be guaranteed. 

The establishment of the department for small business entrepreneurs should go out of its way to nurture small, medium and microenterprises, SMMEs, and hold the hand of emerging entrepreneurs by helping them with funds and markets and capacitating supply-chain management.

O a hlanya [You are mad.] [Interjections.] [Laughter.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon member, please ...

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chair ...

Ms R E NYALUNGU: I withdraw. The basis for this ... [Inaudible.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Nyalungu, please take your seat. Hon Shivambu?

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chair, we understand her difficulty with speaking but she can’t say o a hlanya [you are mad]. [Inaudible.] Could she please withdraw that?

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon member, I was just intervening, as I did hear that. That’s why I was just coming in.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: We appreciate the difficulty ... [Inaudible.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Thank you, hon Shivambu. [Interjections.] 

Hon Nyalungu, please listen to me. Hon Nyalungu, you said the word. Could you just withdraw?

Ms R E NYALUNGU: I withdraw.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Thank you very much. Hon members, please stop what you are doing. You are drowning out the speaker here. Please! 

Ubaba omdala, uShenge, ucelile ukuba uthule, wathi akasezwa lutho. Ake sihloniphaneni, ngiyacela. [An elder, hon Shenge (clan name) had asked you to keep quiet, because he doesn’t hear a thing. Let us respect one another, please.] 

Hon member, continue.
Ms R E NYALUNGU: The basis for this growth should be massive investment in infrastructure, with the SMMEs getting the lion’s share of procurement, and the building of infrastructure, especially roads, human settlements-related infrastructure and manufacturing infrastructure.

The skilled artisans that carry out these tasks must be developed so that there is balanced development and transformation in the economic landscape. One of the economic policies of the ANC is to eradicate the legacy of apartheid and colonialism and contribute to the construction of a national democratic society.

Therefore, the transformed economic share will translate into economic stability and equitable resource distribution, hence social and economic transformation to a desired equitable level of human wellbeing.

The focal area is sustaining job creation, postschool education and other skills development initiatives. Education is one of the priorities adopted by the ANC, written in the Freedom Charter by the real Congress of the People in 1955. The National Treasury, in partnership with the Department of Basic Education, considered mechanisms and leveraging funding streams within the education sector and the National Skills Fund towards student funding in higher education, especially increased funding for the National Student Financial Aid Scheme.

In conclusion, as the ANC we strongly believe that this Bill will strengthen radical transformation for economic growth. Allow me, Chairperson, to quote the African proverb that says: Tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it today. I thank you. [Applause.]

Mr W M MADISHA: House Chair, Cope agrees with recommendation 5.4. It is difficult to comprehend why policy uncertainties are not being expeditiously resolved. In 5.4 the electricity challenge is also raised. Cope is shocked that contracts that were meant to be signed with green energy suppliers in June 2014 have still not been signed. Electricity is in short supply. This is scandalous. The contracts must be signed as a matter of urgency.

In 5.4 the issue of skills shortages is also raised. The International Business Machines, IBM, in the USA, for example, runs its own high school to give learners the exact skills that the company needs. These children are guaranteed jobs on completion of their studies. Why can’t we emulate this innovation as well? 

I must emphasise that the problem in South Africa, whether we accept it or not, is that we have a 40% unemployment rate. It is, again, a fact that if, for example, 10 children go to  school, you will find that it is only 4 out of that 10 who go through matric. That needs to be dealt with. 

Let me now come to recommendation 5.5. Today, The Times, for example, led with a story of the Mpumalanga legislature increasing its catering budget from R4,5 million to R11,5 million. This is in open defiance of the cost-containment proposal by the Minister of Finance. What Cope says is that the President should communicate the uncompromising position of this House on cost containment to all premiers. Those that flout the injunction should suffer budget cuts and loss of office.

Cope is in full agreement with recommendation 5.8. Cope urges government to create a   Public Finance Management Act, PFMA, and the Local Government: Municipal Finance Management Act, MFMA, inspectorate to police these two Acts intensely and to prosecute transgressors.

Finally, 5.9 and 5.10 require government to align the National Development Plan, NDP, and the Medium-Term Strategic Framework, and to take all measures necessary to restore investor confidence. Indeed, we have to do so with the utmost urgency and the utmost clarity. Cope urges the House ... [Time expired.]

Mr S N SWART: Chairperson, the ACDP believes that there are a number of positives as well negatives in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. If you take some of the financial prints, for example, Business Day, it indicated that it was an encouragingly pragmatic statement and that the Minister is alive to the perilous fiscal situation that the country finds itself in, and that he has made the right noises about beginning the long climb out of the hole we have dug ourselves into. 

Obviously, the question arises as to how we got into that hole in the first place. We believe, as the ACDP, that it is no longer good enough to blame global uncertainty and that government, to a certain degree, needs to take responsibility for the policies that have resulted in the pedestrian low economic growth rate of 1,4%. This obviously has made it difficult for the National Treasury to rein in the budget deficit and stabilise debt.

The positives are most definitely the proposed or possible sale of nonstrategic state assets - obviously we need more details in that regard - the imposition of caps on public sector employment and pay hikes, and the end of cash bailouts for parastatals. We also welcome talk of the public-private partnerships to help fund capital requirements of parastatals such as Eskom. Obviously, imposing fiscal discipline on government departments and reining in free-wheeling public servants is non-negotiable.

The issue of tax increases is obviously contentious and we look forward to hearing from Judge Dennis Davis’s tax committee in this regard - R26 billion over the next two years. Obviously, we need to hear a lot more detail in this regard, but one would caution against overtaxing the goose that lays the golden egg.

The ACDP has consistently expressed our concern about the budget deficit and the increasing budget debt levels. We were assured that debt consolidation was on track and that debt to the GDP would not exceed 38% to 40%, but now we are looking at 46% and obviously that is a concern.

The critical question is whether good aspects of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement will be implemented, and that obviously depends on the various pressures on the National Treasury. But all in all, we from the ACDP believe the positives outweigh the negatives and therefore we will support it. 

But isn’t it incredible, hon members, that last night we sat here and I spoke, and I said we can find each other. It took us six hours today to find each other, and the agreement between political parties is on track. I commend all the leaders again. I spoke about national leadership last night and we came to the fore today. It was difficult, but we found each other; well done. The ACDP commends all of you. Have a good evening.

Dr M J FIGG: Hon Ministers, hon Deputy Ministers, hon members and the people of South Africa, I stand here today to speak on the Adjustments Appropriation Bill and the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. The Budget confirms the worst for ordinary working South Africans. It confirms the worst for families already battling to make ends meet. It confirms the worst for our young people trying to find work in an ever-ending and ever-changing economy. It confirms the worst for all South Africans who were promised a better life. 

In the Bill, the ANC government has revealed to the South African people their plans for our country and that there will be a R6,2 billion downward adjustment in total estimates spending for 2014-15. This includes cuts in the following areas: the employment creation facilitation by the National Treasury of R561,1 million; R130 million for the health grant for health facility upgrades; R78,9 million for the tourism incentive programme; R4,2 billion recovered from local government; R249 million in decreased Skills Levy and Sector Education and Training Authorities expenditure, and an optimistic R415,5 million decrease in projected state debt cost. The Budget is made up of cruel measures from a corrupt government. The impact of this Budget is an economic disadvantage.

South Africa’s economy is limping at the moment. While government has revised the forecast of the gross domestic product, GDP, down from 2,7% to 1,4%, economic analysts reported that the GDP growth is currently at 0%. The long-term deposit and senior debt ratings of five of the largest South African banks was downgraded by Moody’s investors service by one notch to Baa2, which is stable, from Baa1 on division form downgrade. This action was driven by challenges these banks face in view of weaker South African economic growth. It is the same story, ja [yes]; that is the problem. [Interjections.] You cannot improve the story.

Regarding the Budget, on 27 October, the Minister of Finance presented his Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement and the outlook for the future looks bleak and weak. Total revenue will increase from only ... [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Ndlozi, no, you can’t do that.

Dr M J FIGG: Total revenue will increase from R1093 billion in 2014 to R1436,4 billion in 2017. Total debt will increase from R1588,1 billion to R2192,1 billion, and debt service cost will increase from R114,5 billion to R149,7 billion. What this illustrates is that public debt is now approaching the limits of sustainability. 

The impact on South Africans is that the Budget is an attack on South African families, the poor, and high unemployment is still a major concern. Poor quality education, poor health and basic service delivery continue and affect the majority in the never-ending grip of poverty. Inequality has risen and millions go to bed hungry. Incompetent and corrupt government officials are flooding the Public Service. The only good story to tell is by the few people who have made themselves rich by looting the public purse. 
The ANC public servants are only visible during election campaigns. They prey on the poor and the helpless by offering them T-shirts and food parcels. The poor are even threatened that if they don’t vote for the ANC, they will lose their grants which they are entitled to. 

Hon Chairperson, the people of South Africa cannot survive on food parcels, T-shirts and measly grants. They deserve better. They need jobs, real jobs, so that they can save and make provision for their own pension. A good example is the Western Cape where the DA provides real jobs. 

The DA does not support the Bill. [Applause.]

Mr D D D VAN ROOYEN: Hon Chair, Ministers and Deputy Minister, hon members, perhaps before I focus on my speech allow me to just share a very interesting observation or maybe to indicate that I commend the EFF for saving us from hearing their common recitation of what I term their poetic economic articulation on transfer pricing. Thank you very much for not bringing that phrase into your recitation. 

The ANC fully recognises that unless freedom and democracy translate into a better life for all, the most envied values enshrined in South Africa’s Constitution and other pieces of legislation, as well as in many ANC resolutions, will be meaningless. Hence, our focused commitment is on ensuring that through economic transformation we build an equitable society in which there is decent work for all. 

As a country led by the ANC, we have weathered the storm of the global financial crisis fairly well, compared to our peers. However, considering that even the most advanced economies suffered huge setbacks, we have weathered the storm because we understood that global development can create both challenges and opportunities for any economy. 

We survived, among other things, because we comprehended and perfected the task of taking decisive charge of our national destiny. We neither outsourced the execution of our development agenda to outsiders nor to the invisible hand of the market. As a democratic developmental state and as the ANC, we led and demonstrated our capability to intervene effectively to transform economic relations.  

At the heart of our approach to deal with poverty, unemployment and inequality is the role of the state. We have ensured that the state plays a central and strategic role in dealing with income redistribution in our society. Our ANC-led government has successfully used fiscal policies to tackle redistribution in our highly unequal society. 

Allow me to deviate a bit: Amid the local discourse, if you do not know South African history, one might easily conclude that the stubborn challenges of poverty, inequality and unemployment are the invention of the ANC. 

Those with amnesia should be reminded that the huge structural challenges they entangle are a legacy of our unfortunate past, the past from which some of our vocal critics benefited. [Applause.] If they are patriotic enough, I challenge them to at least refrain from ... [Interjections.] 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Order is called for. Hon Filtane! 

Mr M L W FILTANE: Chair, I want to suggest that we turn down our volume because some members who are sleeping will get disturbed, and they’ll wake up! Thank you. [Laughter.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Thank you for waking them up. Continue, hon member. 
Mr D D D VAN ROOYEN: Hon Chair, I challenge them to at least refrain from being bad ambassadors for our beloved South Africa. Stop being proponents of destructive dialogue! Stop peddling information that is scaring current and potential investors! And, stop acting like investor scarecrows! [Applause.]

Back to the task at hand: Since the end of apartheid, the ANC-led government has inter alia used tax resources to fund gradual expansion of social assistance programmes and scale up the spending on education and health services. [Applause.] This progressive distributive approach is retained in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, MTBPS, of this year. 

In line with the Medium-Term Strategic Framework, MTSF, the largest allocations over the next three-year spending period are to Basic Education at 15%, followed by Health and Social Protection at 11%, respectively.

The progress in achieving our envisaged great income equality has proved elusive. According to the World Bank report, South Africa Economic Update: Focus on Fiscal Policy and Redistribution in an Unequal Society, the inequality of household consumption measured by the Gini coefficient on disposal income increased from about 0,67% to around 0,69% in 2011, which is among the world’s highest. The same report acknowledges that poverty has been reduced considerably as a result of our beloved government’s interventions. [Applause.] 

As the ANC, we are the first to admit that there remain huge challenges and areas where we still need to make sufficient progress. We admit that structural unemployment remains unacceptably high, particularly amongst the young people.

We admit that we have not succeeded in accelerating growth. Even as the global crisis subsided somewhat, South Africa’s growth rate is still below what it was before the financial crisis. [Interjections.] We admit that despite microeconomic stimulus being introduced in our economy, our recovery from the 2008 global financial crisis has been weak ... [Interjections.] 

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Hon Chair, can the hon member admit a question? [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Can you rephrase your question in simple English, please? [Laughter.]

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Can the hon member on the podium admit a question? [Interjections.] ``Admit’’ as in ``like’’ or ``take a question’’? Take! Admit! [Laughter.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Okay, thank you. Hon Van Rooyen? 

Mr D D D VAN ROOYEN: No, thank you, hon Chair. I will entertain the question after I have finished my speech. 

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Does he want to hear it?

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Ndlozi! 

Mr D D D VAN ROOYEN: Investments, trade and employment growth remain hesitant. We are the first to diagnose that constraints to South Africa’s growth are deep and structural. We did not end there. In order to remedy the diagnosis, we went further to prescribe that these structural problems required structural solutions that could transform the trajectory of economic growth, reindustrialise the country’s economy and accelerate social development. 

We collectively agreed as the ANC that the second phase of the transition should thus mark a decisive break with unemployment, exploitation, inequality and poverty. Given the severity of current challenges, we are the first to collectively agree that we need all the people of our country to come on board. 

We conceived the National Development Plan, NDP, and agreed that it should serve our long-term vision which will serve as a basis for partnership across society to attain the future that we want as a country: The future of an equal society, employment and plenty. 

As part of the remedy package, this capable ANC-led government came up with the Medium-Term Strategic Framework meant to ensure that the NDP is implemented. [Interjections.]

Ke raya gore ... [I mean ...]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Van Rooyen, there is a point of order. 

Mr M Q NDLOZI: On a point of order, hon Chairperson: The Minister of Small Business Development and Amakipkip is eating in the House. Is that honourable? [Interjections.] Is it parliamentary to eat in the House, including the Minister ... [Interjections.] ... of Social Development? [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Thank you! I heard you. Hon member, please sit down. Continue, hon Van Rooyen!

Mr D D D VAN ROOYEN: Chairperson, it cannot succumb to conservatives, capricious hypocrites and beneficiaries of apartheid – racists masquerading as true leaders of our vulnerable people.

Koloi ena e a tsamaya! [This car is leaving!]

It will leave them behind in the interest of the improvement of the lives of the masses – our people. Walala wasala! [You snooze, you lose!] [Interjections.] We are not going to be deceived! [Interjections.]

Mr P G MOTEKA: On a point of order, Chair: Can the hon member stop shouting at us and just address us. [Interjections.] 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon members, I think you can see how late it is. Your clock has stopped there, hon member; do not worry. 
I think you can all see what time it is. Please, let us not disturb members. Let us make sure that we respect the people ... [Interjections.] How do I speak when you reply at the same time, hon members? Please, let us not do that. Let us respect one another; let us bring back the decorum of this House! Continue, hon member. 

Mr D D D VAN ROOYEN: We are not going to be deceived by those who rent black faces so as to be politically relevant. The development of the Medium-Term Strategic Framework is informed by the government’s fiscal framework and the fiscal boundaries as outlined in this year’s MTBPS. 

The fiscal provisions in this MTBPS are alive to the fact that fiscal space has declined and the slowdown in growth has placed public finances under pressure. As outlined by other ANC speakers, the MTBPS advances fiscal consolidation measures to underpin fiscal targets and stabilise the debt burden. 

Acknowledging that the fiscal policy is not the panacea to our development challenges, we are urgently and radically required to accelerate economic growth by addressing infrastructure constraints and broadening structural reforms if we are to eradicate the triple challenges that are prevailing in the economy. 

Let us act in unity to consolidate and enhance the gains of our hard-fought freedom. Let us support this MTBPS. Our mantra should be: Isolate enemies of freedom; unite, patriots! 

Eendrag maak mag! [United we stand!]

Ke a leboga! [Thank you!] [Laughter.] [Applause.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Dankie [Thank you], hon Van Rooyen. Hon McLoughlin! [Interjections.] 

Hon member, before you start, I would advise hon members that if you feel like sleeping, please, just go outside and get fresh air so that there isn’t a noise like this. [Interjections.] What is it now?

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Hon Chair, we need guidance: Is it parliamentary to eat in the House, because we can bring food as well. [Interjections.] 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon member, I have been looking at the Minister that you are talking about and she was not eating anything. She was showing you the pack of what she has. Please members, let us respect this House and stop doing that. I have been watching that. Hon members, we know the Rules. I don’t have to reiterate the Rules. The question has been asked and it is judged upon like that. Hon McLoughlin, please continue!

Mr A R MCLOUGHLIN: Chairperson, on every occasion that I have sat in this House, I have heard it said that ``the ANC has a good story to tell’’. 

When I was a child we would ask the adults to tell us stories. We were not asking for the truth but fairy tales and fantasies. If someone was accused of telling a story, it meant they were lying, being deceitful. This leads me to conclude that members of the ANC are, in fact, telling the truth when they tell us that they have a good story to tell, for it is exactly that: a good story to tell, perhaps, but not necessarily good to hear.

Some of these good stories are contained in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement and the Adjustments Appropriation Bill. Although I believe that hon Minister Nene was handed a poisoned chalice when he was appointed the Minister of Finance, I also believe that he is somewhat parsimonious when it comes to telling the nation the truth about our economy and its performance.

As I understand it, the medium-term Budget is based on the premise that the GDP growth rate for 2014 has been reduced from the previously and unrealistically forecast of 2,7% to 1,4%. Are you aware, hon Minister, that the recent analysis around the current economic situation by the department of economics at both the University of Witwatersrand and the University of Johannesburg concluded that, for the first nine months of this year, our growth rate has been zero?

If we are to attain even a downgraded rate of 1,4%, it will mean that our economy will have to suddenly perform at 5,6% in the final quarter of the year to achieve this - hardly likely. Whilst hon Deputy Minister Jeffery accuses the DA of believing that they always know better, the state of the country’s finance clearly demonstrates that the ANC doesn’t. All other emerging economies who were victims of the global economic crisis in 2008 have long since recovered, but South Africa has not.

The reason for this in my opinion is chiefly because, over a long period of time, this government has either spent too much money or failed to ensure that money is spent in areas where it would produce economic growth and create employment. Deputy Minister Carrim alleges that the hon Ross blames all our financial woes on corruption. Let me assure that Deputy Minister this is not the case. All government departments without fail either waste or fail to spend huge amounts of money but pay far too much for goods and services. They fail to conduct effective and efficient oversight and fail to apply generally accepted best practice principles.

The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries recently opined that an estimated 13 million South Africans go to bed hungry every night. That is more than the total number of voters who voted for the ANC and the EFF put together. Neither the MTBPS nor the Adjustments Appropriation Bill does anything to alleviate their plight. I am sure that they will agree that the ANC does not have a good story to tell but are merely telling stories. 

The other hackneyed phrase I hear repeatedly in this House is that the ANC government is ``moving South Africa forward’’. Unfortunately, the utterers of this statement do not tell us where we are being moved forward to. The authors of the survey I mentioned previously - Jannie Rossouw, Fanie Joubert and Adele Breytenbach - are not so coy. They tell us in no uncertain terms that we are headed straight to the fiscal cliff. They tell us that using expenditure trends in only two areas of current government expenditure, namely public salaries and social grants, they conservatively conclude that unless immediate and drastic action is taken we will hit that cliff by 2026. Other commentators say that this will happen as soon as 2016. If all other areas of government expenditure, such as education, health, defence, public works and tourism - to name a few - were included in this calculation, that cliff would be reached even earlier.

Should this happen, we will be a bankrupt nation; in other words, going backwards not forwards. In my first speech, I urge the Minister of Finance to take urgent action to avoid financial disaster. Thank you. [Applause.]

Mr Y I CARRIM: Chairperson, comrades and colleagues, let us start with an empirical fact. South Africa remains number one in the world for the openness and transparency of its Budget information. This has been the case for many, many years. [Applause.] This means that we have no choice but to be ... [Interjections.] ... I will address that in a moment.

We have no choice but to be open, clear and transparent that the country is confronting economic challenges. That is what the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, MTBPS, is about – admitting to that and actually providing the framework for answers which will emerge in the Budget next year and in the years ahead. So, let’s be clear that no one is misrepresenting the situation. 

If anything, it’s the ANC that is making it utterly clear that we have challenges, and it is the ANC and the government in particular, through the MTBPS, that is offering answers. It is also the ANC in the portfolio committee in our exercise of oversight ... oversight doesn’t simply involve the opposition parties. In fact, the leading people who are exercising oversight in our committee are actually from the ANC component. [Applause.] If you look at our report, we have warned against using the difficulties of the crisis to take measures that might actually undermine our economic growth, development and job creation targets. The very report that you are critiquing has the very answers to the questions you are posing. So, read the two reports concerned. 

As I was trying to say earlier, let us start with something more fundamental. While it is true that at least some of our problems are, if you like, domestic and sometimes even self-inflicted, fundamentally the problems derive from the 2008 global economic and financial crisis ... [Interjections.] ... and the source of that crisis resides with the very rampant free-market policies that the DA in particular supports. [Interjections.]

In fact, there is nothing to hide because our peer countries, Russia and Brazil, are facing very much the same circumstances. It is not the ANC that runs Brazil; it is not the ANC that runs Russia, and it is not the ANC that runs the USA government that actually allowed their free-market marketeers to cause the crisis that affects us. 

In fact, it is Mr Ross of the DA who admits that, between 2004 and 2007, we had growth and jobs, right? Yet, it is interesting that he stops at 2007. Why? It is because in 2008 there was the global crisis which we were not responsible for and let us be clear that what we get, both from the DA and the EFF ... [Interjections.] ... they are ... you are  - the EFF and DA - opposite sides of the same conservative free-market coin. [Applause.] The difference between you two is that one represents rampant free-marketism of big capital. The other represents their allies, the new capital that is going to emerge that is self-seeking, that wants to expropriate land not to serve the poor and disadvantaged but to serve their own class interests, their own petit bourgeois and emerging bourgeois interests, and ... [Applause.] ... that wants to nationalise banks not in the interests of the working class and the poor but to serve their own class interests ... [Interjections.] ... 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Order, hon members!

Mr Y I CARRIM: ... their own class interests. Therefore, you are two sides of the same coin. [Interjections.] Let me also say ... [Interjections.] 

Mr N SINGH: Hon Chairperson, I rise on a point of order. In a debate yesterday, I said that members have a right to hear and be heard. We would like to hear the hon member, whether we agree with him or not. I am afraid that, in that regard, hon members around us here are really not respecting this House. 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon members, every member of a party has an opportunity to ascend the podium and state his case. So, let us allow the members to speak without drowning them out.
Mr J A MNGXITAMA: On a point of order, Chair. 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): I’m still speaking, hon Mngxitam. Let’s not just make a noise, because everybody has time to be here. Every party has time. Let’s not do that. 

What is your point of order, hon Mngxitama?

Mr J A MNGXITAMA: As a pseudo-communist, I am sure he will allow me to make the point that he is repeating neoliberalism and is misleading the House. [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): No, no, hon Mngxitama, please sit down. Let us raise real points of order, please. Hon Carrim, continue.

Mr Y I CARRIM: In regard to this, may I end on this note. Essentially, we have been through this before in many developing countries. What presents itself as left wing is actually right-wing populism: self-seeking and self-serving, with no interest in the poor and disadvantaged. [Applause.] Again, this abstract notion ... you blindly, EFF, blindly and dogmatically ... you are fundamentalists ... you’re not a political party. [Applause.] If you are Marxists, look at Lenin. What does he talk about – strategy and tactics, right? It’s fundamentalism. It’s a form of ... [Inaudible] ... that draws no connection between ... Is that a point of order?

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Yes, I’m rising ... [Inaudible.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): I will ask that, hon Carrim. 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Can you please sit down? I want to raise a point of order. [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Carrim, sit down. [Interjections.] Hon members, I know what to do!

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: It’s the Rules of this House that the hon member can address the House but he should do so through you. He must not address anyone. He has told lots of lies about the EFF ... [Interjections.] ... but he should do so through you. He must not address us. He admitted in the portfolio committee that he ... [Inaudible.] 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Shivambu, I have already heard you. Thank you very much.
Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Can he please address the House through you. We will clarify things when we have time. We don’t have a ... [Inaudible.] ... please. 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon members, when you raise a point of order there’s no need for you to go on and to justify what you are saying. I can hear you. Hon member, please address the House through me. 

Mr Y I CARRIM: All right, Madam Chairperson. 

May I then say to you that I think the EFF is a right-wing populist party that represents the class interests of an emerging bourgeoise with no interest in broad-based black economic empowerment, BBBEE; with no interest in the working class and the poor; and which has no sense of linking the balance of forces - the current situation, immediate demands and long-term goals. So, to the extent that it claims to be Marxist, it is foreign to Marxism. 

When you talk about trusting money, they say, ``our money’’. Whose money is it? The money of a party that gained 6,5% of the votes, or is it the money of the masses out there – the people’s money? Who represents the people in this House if not the party that won 62% of the vote? [Applause.]

Now you say to us ... this party says to us they do not trust us with their money. Yet they have a leader who is facing tax evasion charges. [Interjections.] Minister Nene, if he owes ... [Interjections.] ... the taxman R16 million, what does it say about his assets? How can a 32-year-old have that amount of money?

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Carrim, take your seat.

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Chairperson, I think because they have a leader who has stolen R250 million from the people, he shouldn’t cast aspersions on us and our leader. Thank you very much. [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): No, no, hon members. We are in a debate, please.

Mr G A GARDEE: On a point of order, Chairperson. [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Order, hon members! Order, order! [Interjections.]

Mr G A GARDEE: I don’t know how to put it ... [Interjections.] ... because it is unparliamentary to say the hon member is lying, but the fact of the matter is that there is no hon member of the EFF who is facing tax charges. Can he withdraw that? [Interjections.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Gardee, that is not a point of order. Please sit down. It is point of debate. You can debate that issue. Thank you. 

Mr Y I CARRIM: Well, Madam Chairperson, the person concerned is facing allegations of tax evasion but he is certainly facing corruption charges in a court of law, right? So, how can we trust that party with our money? [Applause.] That is the question I want to ask. 

Let’s look at the DA. They talk about the salary structure in the Public Service, yet they never talk about the salary structure of the chief executive officers, CEOs, and what the CEOs in the private sector earn in comparison to what the workers in the private sector earn. They claim to speak on behalf of small and medium enterprises, but it is the ANC government that created a new Ministry which is moving very fast on those very issues. 

It is actually the DA’s policies of rampant free-marketism that undermines – with their support from monopoly capital – the growth of small black emerging entrepreneurs. What is the big challenge? You do not have space for emerging entrepreneurs from indigenous communities, precisely because of the level of monopolisation. 

The International Monetary Fund, IMF, and the World Bank, which the DA loves, themselves admit that South Africa is a highly monopolised economy – one of the most monopolised in the world. So here it is, DA: If you say these things, you should join the ranks of the ANC or be true to your tradition and admit that it is your policies that undermine. 

Here we had Mr Ross talking about private sector investment, yet the behaviour of the DA and other parties in this House undermines private sector investment. What has been happening over the last three weeks and more? In fact, he prodded us as a committee to ask the Parliamentary Budget Office, PBO, to draw up a report on factors inhibiting private sector investment. It’s very interesting what the PBO suggested. If one looks at its charts, it shows that where you have spikes in economic growth – as much as foreign direct investment is important – it came from the investment of this government; it came from state investment in infrastructure, not private sector investment. That’s not an ANC policy document; that’s a document from the PBO, which Mr Ross of the DA requested. 

The other DA person said you can’t improve things by just repeating it. Well, you can’t improve things unless you provide alternative answers, and the answers reside with the ANC. We are saying that private sector investment is utterly crucial but obviously it has to go with state investment, which is why we support infrastructure. So, we are committed to state investment in a way that facilitates private sector investment. The issue is not whether the private sector should invest; rather, the issue is them actually working in a complementary way with the state because otherwise you will not get growth that is necessary for a developing economy like ours, with the market failures we have had.

Let me also say ... [Interjections.] ... that Mr George raises the matter of Moody’s. That is a complete misrepresentation. The committee on economic development invited us to be at their sitting with the grading agencies. On that very day we were discussing transfer pricing, profit shifting and tax base erosion, and we couldn’t go to that meeting. We have discussed meeting with the grading agencies and while we think what they say is very important, because it influences the cost of borrowing and it influences investor sentiment, it is not the be-all and end-all of finding the answers. 

In fact, we went to the Reserve Bank and engaged around similar issues. So we have been dealing with that issue. It is very much on our programme, but we have a very squashed programme in this committee and we couldn’t deal with it. Of course, if we have to have the grading agencies very soon, we should. There’s no problem with that.

Let me also go on to say that the World Bank, no less, points out – as Des van Rooyen, Member of Parliament on our committee, pointed out - that, actually, for all the criticism of the MTBPS and of the National Treasury, in its recent report, Fiscal Policy and Redistribution in an Unequal Society, there is very extensive use of the fiscus in South Africa to redistribute. If I recall correctly, some 12 countries were compared and we came out first for the extent to which we are using the fiscus to redistribute. It also says that we have been able to reduce inequalities because of the use of the fiscus. [Applause.]

However, it also warns that in a country like ours, given its inequalities and the high degree of unemployment, we actually need to do more. In fact, that is what we as the ANC – let alone the other parties who are asking the Minister to take account of – are saying, as we did in an earlier statement. May I point out that Parliament needs to apply its mind to the fact that we have a debate on the fiscal framework; then shortly thereafter, we have a debate on the division of revenue under the MTBPS; and then we come together and repeat the same things here? However, for what it’s worth, look at our report. 

Mr P G MOTEKA: Chair, can the Minister take a question? [Interjections.]

Mr Y I CARRIM: There is no Minister for life. This is a democracy. I was a Minister but that is ancient history now.

Mr P G MOTEKA: Can the Minister take a question?

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): He said no. 

Mr Y I CARRIM: I am happy to take a question, so you can pose it. Chair, will it consume my time?

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Don’t worry; I’m taking note of your time. 

Mr Y I CARRIM: Very quickly in 30 seconds, what is your question? As long as it’s not a repeat of what you always say, what’s your question?

Mr P G MOTEKA: Will you please advise your leader to learn to pay, because our own leader is paying tax. 

Mr Y I CARRIM: That’s not relevant to the debate. Can I go on? Actually, will you please tell your leader to pay the tax he owes and to face the trials that he has. [Applause.]

Since my time is limited, I want to end on this note. As the portfolio committee, we support – to the extent that it is consistent with our development and job creation goals – the sale of noncore strategic assets. However, we want to remind the Minister that noncore strategic assets must be defined; the terms on which they are sold will have to be clear, and they should not undermine our job creation and developmental goals. 
We support cost containment, but we are saying to the Minister that our committee will monitor, through your quarterly reports. Cost containment is fine, but where you decide to freeze jobs, we must be very clear that those jobs are not crucial to service delivery, development and the National Development Plan, NDP, goals.

We are also asking the Minister, as we indicate in our report – and here we are exercising our oversight role, as we don’t need you to do it because we are doing it ourselves, and in fact, most parts of the report are the ANC’s – to the extent that you are going to reduce the rate of expenditure on public entities, as we understand the crisis and we experience the constraints, what entities you are choosing? What are the criteria, and what is their role in fulfilling the goals of the NDP? 

Minister, we have repeatedly told you that there are many things that you are doing that we seem to agree with at this stage, but when it comes to your Budget, that is when you tell to what extent you are delivering on the NDP. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon members, order! You must be aware that as soon as you call for a point of order, we stop the clocks. So stop saying time, time, when you are the ones who are delaying. Thank you very much. 

The MINISTER OF FINANCE: Hon Chairperson, we presented our Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, MTBPS, as all members have observed, during a very challenging and difficult time indeed. We acknowledge that our growth performance has decelerated significantly over the last four years. While we acknowledge that structural constraints in the domestic economy are holding our economy back, we cannot discount that the global crisis of 2008 did send us into a recession. 

The outlook for global growth remains gloomy, and I am surprised that some members chose not to see that. I don’t understand how, when your trading partners are facing these situations, you would continue to operate as if things were normal. In all likelihood, it will continue to be like that for many years to come before the global economic situation returns to precrisis levels.

The measures that we announced in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement in our first fiscal package include dealing with infrastructure bottlenecks, weaknesses in the delivery of government services and the conflictual labour relations environment. It also responds to the issues that hon members raised with regard to state-owned companies. It is essential that we act now, to defend the gains that we have made. But what are these gains?

In 1996, government spending on education amounted to R1 100 for each South African. Today we spend more than R4 000. That is what the ANC government has done over the years. If we remove the effects of inflation, this is a real increase of 50%. Similarly, health spending per capita increased from about R500 in 1996 to R2 400 for each South African today - a real increase of 93%. Overall, government spending increased from R5 700 for each citizen in 1996 to more than R23 000 today. This we achieved without having to increase taxes. 

So, defending these gains means doing three things which we suggested in our Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. First, we have to slow down the growth of government debt. To do otherwise would be to place our achievements at the mercy of fickle global markets. Therefore, fiscal consolidation - as I  said, in the tabling - can no longer be postponed. The fiscal framework achieves this through slowing increases in spending, and not austerity, and pencils in moderate increases in tax revenue. If you look at what austerity is and what it has done to some economies ... That is why we have a task in this room - as hon Carrim said, we have two sides of the same coin with some calling for cutting extensively and the others saying you should not cut – and our task is to balance the two. Therefore, it is not austerity because we are not cutting expenditure; we are cutting the rate of growth in expenditure.

Second, we have to improve the quality of government services. Despite the huge increase in government spending over the last 10 years, the quality of government services have remained a challenge, and we acknowledge that. We have doubled the social wage in real terms, capital spending has grown tremendously and the salaries of public servants have increased much faster than inflation. It is for that reason that we actually think we should contain that part of spending. All these should have translated into improvements that can be felt in the lives and wellbeing of ordinary South Africans.

The key question that we face in the years ahead, therefore, is: How can we make sure that spending does change the lives of South Africans in radical ways? Without improving the quality of our budgets it is doubtful that increases in the quantity and quality of spending will have the desired effect. As hon Nkomo observed, the challenge of doing more, together, with less  applies to all government departments, to all provincial governments and, not least, the state-owned companies.

The third challenge is to restore the momentum of growth. Over the longer term, the money required to fund government spending can only come from economic growth. Faster growth is a key objective of the National Development Plan, but it is also a necessary condition to raise the resources needed to fund the country’s social and economic transformation. 

But there are limits to what the Budget itself can do to sustain growth. The Budget relies on resources from the economy. We cannot pull ourselves up by our own bootstraps forever. High rates of inflation and the wide current account deficit limit the scope for macroeconomic policy.

The critical issue now is the structural transformation of the economy. I am surprised that hon George didn’t see the structural reforms that we recommended in the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. The reforms we require are spelled out clearly in this statement. As our Medium-Term Strategic Framework, MTSF, points out, achieving a higher developmental trajectory and building a more equitable society cannot be the work of government alone. The burden of development cannot be carried by the fiscus alone. It requires partnerships between a capable developmental state, a thriving business sector and a strong civil society. I am confident that South Africans - well-meaning South Africans - will work with us to achieve this noble objective.

Now let me turn to what hon George missed out in the MTBPS. It is not a long document. However, it is very transparent, as hon Carrim indicated. The critical MTSF interventions over the medium term include the following, and are found on page 10 of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement: Expanding energy supplied through public and private investment, including procuring 2,5 Gigawatts of privately supplied base load electricity and signing cogeneration agreements for over 800 megawatts to be added to the national grid; expanding rail capacity for coal exports between Mpumalanga and the Richards Bay Coal Terminal; building a new heavy haul railway line from the Waterberg region and increasing port capacity for iron exports via Saldanha and the Northern Cape Corridor; enhancing the performance of see ports and inland terminals ... I can go on, but I refer you to page 10 of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, which you chose not to read because it told you the story you do not want to hear.

The structural reforms again refer to the interventions we are making in manufacturing, agriculture, energy, transport, mining, financial sector regulation and in telecommunications. Again, I refer you to page 17 of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. 

So, all these things that you have mentioned, hon George, are the things that we are doing, but unfortunately you have allowed your ideological and political orientation to cloud these things; hence you have not been able to see that.

Hon Nkwankwa from the UDM spoke about freezing funded posts, which is not the right thing. And I agree that it wouldn’t be the right thing, but what we have said is that we are talking here about posts that might not have been filled for a considerable period of time. If we were able to perform without those posts, let us postpone filling them because the fiscal space we want to build is over the period of two years in order for us to be able to get back to our expenditure patterns. It is for that reason we have identified this as one of those things we can postpone spending on until we are back on a sustainable footing and will be able to get back to that.

We need to be pragmatic. We need to be practical. With regard to the rating agencies that hon George also talked about, he talked about how Moody has downgraded us to junk status. I am afraid he has actually also misread Moody’s statement. Moody’s has just aligned its rating with the other rating agencies because they were the ones that had actually rated us higher, but they put us on a positive outlook. I don’t understand where the junk status is that hon George is talking about.

Hon Madisha, indeed, on the issue with regard to skills, again, the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement addresses this question quite extensively. To the NFP, indeed, on the issue of the Expanded Public Works Programme being short-term - a number of colleagues have raised this - we think that short-term employment is better than nothing. We have actually seen how those short-term job opportunities have improved the lives of the people who have benefited. It is for that reason that we think it is one of those programmes of government that are making a huge impact on the poor in our areas.

Ladies and gentlemen, turning to our adjustments estimates, all we have done in our adjustments estimates was to ensure that we deployed resources where they are required. I also wouldn’t want to bore you with the details; you have got the Bill in front of you. It is in discharge of a simple imperative of allocating resources to unforeseen and unavoidable expenditure dealing with the virements and the rollovers in order to align these in terms of our legislation with our budgetary needs as they arise in the course of the financial year.

I would like to thank the members of the committee for the recommendations and for the work that they have done on the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement and the Adjustments Appropriation Bill. We take note of all the recommendations that they have made. Hon Madisha went through all of them. It is the report we will, once passed by this Parliament, engage with, and report back to Parliament accordingly and engage with the committee. We expect vigorous oversight over this. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

Debate concluded.

Bill read a first time.

ADJUSTMENTS APPROPRIATION BILL

(Consideration of Votes and Schedule)

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon members, I want to thank parties for advising the staff on which Votes they will record their objections and on which they intend to call for a division. This will greatly assist the process this evening. The proceedings will initially take the form of a question and answer session. I shall put each Vote in respect of which adjustments have been made and, in turn, members will have the opportunity to ask questions to the relevant Ministers in respect of these adjustments. 

Each party has been allocated a global time for all Votes. Once a party’s time has expired, it will not be allowed to put further questions. Members must please press the ``talk’’ button if they wish to ask a question. Hon members should please wait until I recognise them before putting their questions. I hope that this Schedule and the information we received are correct. We don’t expect surprises. Should I put the question or what? Is there something?

Mr M WATERS: Chair, I hope this is not a surprise, but with the negotiations that took place earlier today, it was decided - and maybe the Chief Whip can confirm - that each party would have one minute per Vote, if they want, because of the lateness of the allocation of time. It came through after 13:00 this afternoon, but maybe the Chief Whip of the Majority Party would like to confirm. Thank you. 
The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): That is all right. Table staff, I hope you have noted that and that you will assist me.

Vote No 1 – Presidency: 

Mr S C MOTAU: Chairperson, it is not actually a question. This Parliament has not established a portfolio committee to exercise oversight over the President and the Deputy President to account to Parliament and the nation for the vast amount of money spent on the Presidency – a whopping R1 billion per year. 

The DA believes that this failure should be remedied for the good of the President and Parliament. This Parliament elects the President and should exercise oversight on how budgets voted for the office are spent. As such, the DA believes that a dedicated portfolio committee for the Presidency is the appropriate vehicle for the President and the Deputy President to provide Parliament with full and regular reports concerning matters under their control. 

The President should lead by example in this regard. Consequently, the DA cannot support this adjusted appropriation. Thank you. 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Another question? 

Hon members, before the Minister in the Presidency responds, let’s not confuse these things. These are not declarations. This is an opportunity to ask questions. That is why I got confused and just asked for another question. 

The DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: I would just like to briefly indicate that the Presidency is accountable to Parliament. If the Presidency is requested by any portfolio committee of Parliament to give whatever report on whatever issue relates to its budget, the Presidency has always and will always remain accountable to Parliament. So, there is no veil of secrecy on the budgetary affairs of the Presidency. I do not think that we should create that impression that the Presidency is not accountable to any structures of this Parliament. Thank you. 

Mr M WATERS: Chair, sorry, can you note the objection of the DA for Vote No 1?

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): We are not there yet. Please, hon members. 

Mr M WATERS: Sorry.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): It is very late. I understand, but we are not on voting yet. We are on questions. Right, can we now all concentrate?

Vote No 2 – Parliament: 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: House Chairperson, given the importance of Parliament as the apex institution in South Africa, I think that, obviously, it needs to be given a lot of attention. With the Parliamentary Oversight Authority only meeting once a quarter, the DA is of the view that there should be actually a stand-alone, dedicated portfolio committee that deals with Parliament so that we can have far more regular oversight over the affairs of Parliament and what is going on here. 

Would the responsible person for the Parliament Vote – I believe it is the Speaker – be able to take us into her confidence this evening about what her views are on the establishment of a dedicated portfolio committee to exercise oversight over Parliament?
The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): You specifically asked for the Deputy Speaker to respond. I am not sure if that is how it should be. 

HON MEMBERS: The Speaker!

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Did I not hear you correctly? All right. Do we have a response from Madam Speaker on the Vote on Parliament?

The SPEAKER: Chairperson, I would like to thank the Chief Whip of the DA for raising that issue. 

Interestingly, we were at a Parliamentary Oversight Authority meeting a couple of days ago. I wish you had raised that question there so that we could have, as a collective that includes you, addressed that issue.

So, I think it is a question that must be submitted and which can be processed through the structures of Parliament. Then, we will get the answer right, together with you. [Interjections.] [Applause.]

Vote No 3 – Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs:  
Mr K J MILEHAM: Chairperson, there are 13 municipalities currently under administration. Three municipal councils have been dissolved. The police have been brought into councils, legislatures, and this very House to stifle political debate. 

Minister, whilst we approve of the budget for your department, it is high time you sorted out the political mess your party is creating at provincial and local government level. Would the Minister care to comment on how he intends to ensure free, democratic, and effective legislative bodies that are not threatened by authoritarian interests?

The MINISTER OF CO-OPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS: Chairperson, I am not sure what that has to do with the budget. 

It is factually correct. There are a number of municipalities under administration – either under section 139(1)(b) or 139(1)(c). 

Secondly, the matter of the police is still an outstanding matter in this House, Chairperson, where the hon member who asked the question, in fact, misled the House when he said that I called in the police. So, there is still an apology and withdrawal due on that one. 
I do not know what mess he is talking about because we live in a democratic state. There is no authoritarianism, except the one that the opposition often wants to impose upon us. The key, still, is that we have a young local government system. We have a system that still needs to be nurtured. There will be errors; there will be shortcomings. 

Certainly, the ANC is very committed, over the next year or so, to ensuring that we have more functional municipalities, more accountable municipalities, and municipalities that care for people and the conditions in which they live as the primary objective of the work that they do. Thank you.

Mr M HLENGWA: Chairperson, I just want the Minister to focus on the issue of disaster management and would like to find out - in respect of the money that has been set aside for this – what contingency plans are in place on the department’s part to assist municipalities to actually plan for this. Most of the time, whilst disasters are not something we can plan for, we are found wanting in our responses, and it is almost always a kneejerk reaction. There isn’t really planning around eventualities and a forward-looking approach to say that if something were to happen, what the response would be. 

How are we properly going to maximise the use of the money made available for disaster management to ensure that our forward planning is consistent with the plans? I know that it is a throw in the ballpark because we refer to natural disasters but, at the same time, we must really put some forward-looking plans in place in that regard. Thank you.

The MINISTER OF CO-OPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS: There are two sets of issues. The one is how capable provinces and municipalities are of coping with a disaster once it happens. The National Disaster Management Centre, over the past few years, has been building up the infrastructure both at a national level but, more particularly, at a provincial level and, where you have bigger municipalities, at a municipal level as well. 

Secondly, as you correctly point out, we cannot anticipate disasters, although the Minister of Environmental Affairs, I think, has an interest in this issue. I will come back to that point. 

So, the way in which the fiscal system works at the moment is that if a disaster happens, money will be spent. Houses, roads, or whatever infrastructure are damaged will be repaired. On an occasion like this, money is assigned, as it is in the adjustments appropriations, to cover the costs of the damage that was actually caused. 

The third point, of course, is the point that is implicit in what you are saying, and that is how we actually mitigate some of the climate change disasters that might be coming, but also how we plan for adaptation at a municipal and provincial level. That is an area that we need to give a lot more attention to with my colleague from the Ministry of Environmental Affairs. Thank you. 

Ms D CARTER: Chairperson, to the Minister: How can we deal or how will we deal with the continuous price increases of electricity and services? We are pushing the already tight communities that cannot afford to pay it – for example, electricity prices or water prices that they just cannot afford. Is that not going to increase the debt that we have? [Interjections.]

The MINISTER OF CO-OPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS: I won’t communicate what Minister Gigaba is asking you. 

One of the challenges, as the Minister of Energy will explain, is that electricity prices in South Africa have been below the cost of producing electricity for many decades. One of the things that we are going through now – over the last five years and probably over the next 10 years – is a correction to the pricing mechanism that we have, as a result of which electricity prices will increase. We, as consumers, both business and individuals, will have to accommodate those increases as we go forward. 

Secondly, we have, through the equitable share that is given out through the Budget mechanism, a method by which we provide free basic services, including free basic electricity to those who are on an indigent register in municipalities. In most municipalities that works well. Possibly, in some municipalities, it does not. 

Thirdly, there is also a phenomenon where people in the middle classes who can afford to pay for electricity costs or water costs are increasingly reluctant because they are probably managing other priorities and sacrificing their payments to municipalities. So, in that particular instance, I think it is important that municipalities take a tougher line, have better debt collection mechanisms on their side, and revenue collection mechanisms, as well. 

We, all the parties in this House, have an interest in ensuring that we have the right kind of compliance culture in South Africa so that we can collect the revenue that is due and make sure that municipalities can balance their books. 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Thank you. Hon members, the noise levels are high again. If that is to keep you awake, please, I ask you to just go walk outside for a few minutes rather than making a noise. 

Vote No 4 – Home Affairs:

Mr M H HOOSEN: Chairperson, may I just say that while good progress has been made in the Civic Affairs Unit of the Home Affairs department, the Immigration Affairs Unit has been underperforming for a number of years, largely because of under-resourcing of that particular department.

Especially when it comes to the Inspectorate, there are insufficient numbers of inspectors in the country to police the large number of illegal immigrants.
The question I would like to put to the hon Minister is: What steps is he taking to address this, and is he satisfied with the current state of affairs? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS: Chairperson, I should like to thank hon Hoosen for the question. We appreciate the concern he is raising with regard to the capacity at the Inspectorate. I want to assure him that we are taking steps to address that. Thank you.

Vote No 5 — International Relations and Co-operation:

Mr S MOKGALAPA: Chairperson, my question is that the Auditor-General, in his 2013-14 report, highlighted serious issues when it came to the African Renaissance Fund and when it came to the issue of the monitoring and evaluation of that programme, hence my raising issues of governance and accountability.

What mechanisms has the Minister put in place to ensure that the problem around the governance of this fund does not recur in the next financial year? Thank you.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Minister? [Interjections.] Neither the Minister nor the Deputy Minister is here. 

May I say that that question is in Hansard, and will be taken to the Minister? Thank you.

Vote No 6 — Performance Monitoring and Evaluation:

Dr M J CARDO: Chairperson, the DA cannot support Vote 6 on Performance Monitoring and Evaluation, for the simple reason that its allocations are entirely lopsided. The National Youth Development Agency, NYDA, which gets its money from Vote 1, but whose functions have been transferred to Vote 6, receives R408 million. That is almost three times as much money as is allocated to the National Planning Commission’s Secretariat, and it is almost double the amount allocated to the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. Both of those institutions are central to the realisation of the National Development Plan, NDP, and yet they get less money than a wasteful and profligate NYDA.

How can we possibly justify the NYDA’s allocation, given that it spends well in excess of 40% of its state grant on salaries for very, very high-earning employees, given that it has a woeful track record ...? [Inaudible.]

Minister, when will you agree to shut the agency down? [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: Well, unfortunately, not any time soon. [Interjections.]  And maybe not even ever! I think hon Cardo knows that the NYDA budget was moved from Budget Vote 1 to Budget Vote 6, with this process. 

Secondly, he would also know that both the Minister and the department, through these adjustments, requested more money from Treasury in order to expand both the planning and the monitoring and evaluation functions of the department. Fortunately, there are ongoing discussions between Treasury and the department to ensure that that allocation is being made. The NYDA has accounted for the allocations that it has received and what has been done with that money, and the portfolio committee has been happy with what has been done so far. Thank you.

Vote No 7 — Public Works:

Mr G A GARDEE: Chair, we would like to ask a question on Public Works. 

We would like to know from the Minister, in terms of the Public Protector’s report, when she intends to report to the House ... [Interjections.] ... oh, by the way, ``he’’ ... hon ``he’’ ... when does he intend to report to the House on the amount due to the state from the security upgrades?

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: Chair, as the hon member from the EFF should know, if he had read the Public Protector’s report, the Public Protector has required the Department of Public Works to investigate the dimensions of potential corruption within the department, and, as is public knowledge, disciplinary processes are under way as we speak. I think that that is all that is required in terms of responding to the question – which is misguided, by the way, and not related to the adjustment budget process that we underwent, either.

Mr W MADISHA: Chair, in line with the public management Act of 2007, the department is required to complete and maintain a register of all assets. If you could kindly say whether that has happened, it would assist.

The next thing is around the immovable asset management in the public sector. When are you going to implement that? We have been waiting for a report on this, I must say, for more than a decade. 

Cope also asks whether lease renewals are following the Public Finance Management Act requirements without any excuses in respect of time pressure. The department undertook to provide strategic leadership ... [Time expired.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: Chair, I thank the hon member from Cope for his questions. If he had been following the media, let alone the processes in Parliament, he would know that the department has reported the laborious process which has been lacking for a long time, but under the leadership of Thulas Nxesi, we are now 98% complete with regard to the process of the asset register. 

The Minister has also driven a process of setting up a property management trading entity in order to professionalise our capacity in regard to the leasing of buildings and, as a result of that progress that we have made, this time around, the department did not receive a disqualification in its audit and, in fact, the department received a clean audit.
Vote No 8 – Women, Children and People with Disabilities:

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): There are no questions.

Vote No 9 – Government Communication and Information System:

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Thank you, hon Chairperson. I can’t see the Minister, but during our conversations in the committee she mentioned that her Ministry does not have money. She doesn’t have cars and she has housed the Government Communication and Information System, GCIS. The simple question is: Taking into consideration that her responsibility includes the GCIS, which is an established entity and all entities that have been functioning, should the Ministry, in the first place, exist because, clearly, government does not have money for that department. 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms M G Boroto): Hon Ndlozi, the Minister is not here. Your question will be referred to the Minister.  

Vote No 10 – National Treasury: 

Mr D C ROSS: Thank you, Chairperson. The decline in public finance, as we heard tonight, is of huge concern. According to the Special Investigating Unit, R30 billion is lost in this process, especially in the procurement processes in all three spheres of government on a yearly basis. My question to the Minister is: Will there be consequences for the loss in corruption and wasteful expenditure to the tune of R30 billion a year and, also, what role will the procurement office play in this regard? 

The MINISTER OF FINANCE: Thank you, hon member. Indeed, the establishment of the office of the chief procurement officer is intended to deal with that – to put in place systems and mechanisms and also to ensure the enforcement of existing legislation. 

As you know, we do have legislation which clearly spells out what consequences should be meted out to people who are found to have committed financial and other sorts of misconduct.  

So, the chief procurement office will be launching its national price referencing system early next year. We look forward to making sure that there are consequences and that there are systems in place to make sure that there are no such leakages. Thank you. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, hon Minister. Each party is allocated one minute. So, hon Shivambu and hon Gardee both want to ask questions.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Thank you, hon new Chairperson of this House. This is not a mantra; we have been raising these issues. What strategy does the Ministry have to deal with the phenomenon of tax base erosion, transfer pricing and profit shifting? There is admission by everyone now that this is a major crisis confronting not only the natural resources sector, but a variety of factors in the economy. What is in place to deal with that phenomenon? 

The MINISTER OF FINANCE: Thank you. As you have correctly pointed out, the committee did take a briefing from the SA Revenue Service on the phenomenon of tax base erosion and profit shifting, which transfer pricing is part of. You will know that there is a project that we have been part of for the past two years now, working with other multinational institutions, including the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD. We are signatories to the automatic exchange of information which was signed a few weeks ago in Berlin, because one of the things that came out at the G20 was that we all need to co-operate as countries to make sure that all companies pay taxes where profits are generated. 

So, if we don’t close our borders and make sure that we exchange that information through the mechanisms that are being introduced, we will not be able to curb the scourge. We are working very hard and I trust that the briefing to the committee also assisted in giving the committee clear strategies because those are not the only ones. Thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): There are 22 seconds left, hon Gardee, if you want to use them.

Mr G A GARDEE: Chair, we would like to really ask the following question: In view of the fact that the Public Protector’s report enjoins the National Treasury to do cost determination on the undue benefits at the house of the President at Nkandla, when does the National Treasury intend to comply accordingly? [Interjections.] 

The MINISTER OF FINANCE: When we received the report from Parliament, which members ran away from. That is the process. 

Vote No 11 – Public Enterprises: 
Mr N SINGH: Thank you, hon Chairperson. Minister, we know that there was a failed airbus deal and there were contractual problems with regard to the airbus acquisition, and penalties were imposed on the government through Denel. Now, I note that in this adjustments appropriation there is an amount of just over R63 million that has been appropriated to contribute towards that penalty. Could you give us an idea of how much is left in terms of ensuring that we meet all the penalties that have been imposed on us?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: In essence, it is R1,6 billion over 15 years. We are in the ninth year and so we paid R1,1 billion, including the R63,1 million. Thank you.

Ms N W A MICHAEL: Chairperson, through you to the Minister, I think we have seen disastrous occurrences at Eskom as well as SA Airways over recent months, and to say that it is a nightmare for Public Enterprises is an understatement. We have seen Eskom downgraded by Moody’s to virtual junk status. Could the Minister explain how Eskom is going to secure loans to do future builds as well as maintenance on their projects? 

Also, with regard to the SAA continuously asking for government bailouts, can the Minister explain to us at what stage of the game she will take a step to actually say to the SAA board, especially the chairperson, ``You are the weakest link; goodbye’’?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: In essence, the hon Michael must decide whether I run these companies or whether I have oversight over the companies. Let me make the point. Having accepted my responsibility for oversight over the companies, I have told you over and over that this is the plan. For Eskom we have gone through the financial sustainability model and now we have to deal with the short to medium term. Very soon we will be able to report back to the portfolio committee. 

In terms of the SAA, I have said before that the SAA and SA Express need a different business and financial model because it is one of the largest carriers on the continent. It contributes R85 billion to this economy annually. We cannot let a strategic asset like that go under. [Interjections.] No! I am sure you know somebody who would like to buy it, hon Michael. We will not be selling our strategic asset. Our strategic asset will be retained for our country and our people. [Applause.]

Mr K Z MORAPELA: Thank you very much, Chairperson. I just wanted to understand from the Minister, given the history of the state-owned companies in terms of running a business - I believe that it is in the best interests of making sure that we have very sound state-owned companies that will not run to government from time to time to look for bailouts whilst we are paying too much money for the CEOs - is it not time that we begin to make sure that before the CEOs get contracts, they are able to make an undertaking that they will get a particular profit so that they can run profitable state-owned companies? Lastly, I just wanted to ... [Time expired.]

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: Chair, of the seven state-owned companies, three state-owned companies are in financial trouble and four of them are doing very well. In fact, a state-owned company like Denel has an order of R30 billion into next year only. What we don’t want to see is state-owned companies falling into the hands of the private sector. [Interjections.] 

HON MEMBERS: Why? Why?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: We would really like to see that state-owned companies have a joint relationship with the private sector. It belongs to the state and to the people of this country, so we must make it work. [Interjections.] Four of the state-owned companies have been able to bring about a turnaround.

What I don’t do is run the companies. There is a remuneration plan that is governed by all of the state-owned companies together. Of course, we don’t want people to earn exorbitant salaries and they are attached to shareholder compacts, as you know. So, we have an agreement with each one of the state-owned companies through their chief executives to make sure that compact is adhered to, and they adhere to the compact. Some of the problems are actually bigger.

For example, the SAA has been undercapitalised since it came out of Transnet. So, it does not really reach its bar. Transnet, to some extent, has turned the corner, and it is not such a big problem. I mean, my hon colleague Gordhan has explained the issue around the electricity. So, in some respects, what we need to do is actually balance out, within the state-owned companies, the kind of supply and demand, for want of a better word. Thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, hon Minister. I just wanted to remind the hon Gardee - now you are back and I saw that you were saved by the hon Kohler - you nearly passed between the Chair and the member who was speaking. If you read Rule 45(2), it will explain that.

Vote No 12 – Public Service and Administration:

Mr A P VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Chairperson, through you to the Minister: Minister, one of the major challenges and one which will, in all probability, require strong political leadership from you would be to settle the current round of public sector wage negotiations. With the expulsion of Numsa and the shedding of eight other labour unions, the percentage of unions within Cosatu with huge public sector support has increased.

Mr Chabane, will you assure us that the negotiators in the Public Service Co-ordinating Bargaining Council will not settle for wages above the inflation rate just to retain the continued support of Cosatu for the tripartite alliance? Have you got a good story for us and the fiscus? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION: Hon Chair, I didn’t hear the question. I was asleep. [Interjections.]

Mr A P VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Chairperson, could I repeat the question?
The MINISTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION: No, it’s fine.

Hon Chair, the wage negotiations and what happens in the negotiations need to be respected. Therefore, at the correct time and when we enter that phase you will know what is on the table and how we are going to manage it. It wouldn’t be appropriate for us to negotiate through Parliament. Thank you very much.

Mr G A GARDEE: Thank you, hon Chairperson. Hon Minister, in view of the fact that the last time public servants received a double-digit salary increase was towards the time of the Polokwane conference of the ANC, which led to the removal of former President Thabo Mbeki, when next will our public servants, who are hard-working in South Africa, receive a double-digit salary increase? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION: The question which has been asked is similar to the one which was asked before. And, as I said, when you deal with wage negotiations, it is not proper to discuss the issues and negotiate through public platforms. Those discussions take place between labour and the employer, and I think that needs to be respected. Thank you.
Mr M HLENGWA: Thank you very much, Chair. Hon Minister, the working conditions of the Public Service sector are not very conducive to 100% work. The environment is not conducive to people working optimally. So, whilst we may look at the issue of wages and so on, staff are demotivated by the fact that the conditions are debilitating. There is a lack of resources and there is a lack of infrastructure across the Public Service. So, my question is: What interactions are you having your colleagues make to make sure that the conditions and the infrastructure form part of the greater conduciveness which will enable our Public Service staff to work to the best of their ability? This is because, currently, they are demotivated by the fact that conditions are not 100%.

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION: We are having conversations with the public sector, particularly people at the coalface, or what we call front-line staff. We have discussions not only about their working conditions, but also about the issue of productivity and what you referred to as low morale. 

Regarding the issue of the allocation of resources for infrastructure and items which workers need to execute their tasks, it is this Parliament through the various Votes that decides where the money needs to be spent. We are holding discussions with the workers. It is not only the conditions they are working under in terms of infrastructure which contribute towards their low morale, but a lot of other issues too. Thank you.

Vote No 13 – Statistics South Africa:

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): There are no questions for this Vote.

Vote No 14 – Arts and Culture:

Ms A MATSHOBENI: Chairperson, there is a serious challenge in terms of teaching deaf learners in special schools sign language owing to a lack of sign language educators. What drastic measures are being taken to turn the situation around? We understand that the answer of the department is that sign language is not one of the official languages.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, we are on Vote 14 - Arts and Culture.

Ms A MATSHOBENI: Arts and Culture.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Yes. 

Ms A MATSHOBENI: Yes!

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Okay, please continue.

Ms A MATSHOBENI: We understand that sign language is not one of the official languages, as per the answer from the department. But we are still hiring interpreters. 

When will this language be recognised, as our children are struggling to go to school because of their situation? History will judge us very harshly if we do not take care of these precious creations of God. I thank you.

The MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE: Thank you, member. 

I think you are raising a very important point regarding sign language. As you know, it is currently not one of the official languages but it is a language that is recognised in all the activities and functions of government. We will endeavour to improve this particular language. 

I hope your curse is not going to stick to South Africa, to all of us. Otherwise, you raised a very important point. Thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, hon Minister. Hon Hlengwa?

Mr M HLENGWA: Chair, Mr Singh will take the question.

Mr N SINGH: Thank you, hon Chairperson. Hon Minister, there is an amount that has been provided for for some construction at Nkonyeni Palace to improve the conditions there when the Reed Dance takes place. Now, from what we read in the newspapers – and the newspapers could be right or wrong – there are allegations of some kind of fraud taking place in regard to the construction of this R300-million facility. Could the hon Minister throw some light on this particular proposed construction? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE: Well, thanks, hon member, for your question. 

In fact, this is a question that you asked earlier. Indeed, we are looking into the matter and not only this matter but, broadly speaking, the status of a qualified audit of the department which, among other things, has things related to supply-chain management. However, there are other things which are not part of that that the forensic investigation is dealing with. Thank you.

Vote No 15 – Basic Education:

Ms D VAN DER WALT: Thank you, Chairperson. Hon Minister of Basic Education, I think, at the moment, one of the absolute biggest challenges in Basic Education is the issue around infrastructure. Although we welcome the adjusted appropriation of R9,7 million, not a single cent has been allocated to infrastructure. Now, that just can’t be. If your own department’s report shows that we have major backlogs in several infrastructure projects, how on earth did this happen?

The MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION: Chair, I think the hon member will appreciate that the delivery of infrastructure is basically a provincial competence. So, the budgets for infrastructure mainly go through provinces. What we do at the national level only is the ceding, which is for special infrastructure with respect to water and sanitation and your inappropriate structures. But, in the main, the budget comes through equitable shares, not through the national Budget.
Ms D CARTER: Chair, judging the quality of our education by exam results is short-sighted and we need to ask: Is there not a need to increase the pass rate to at least 40%? That will also give entry to universities. 

While the majority of our children in South Africa are precluded from the study of mathematics and sciences and, with proficiency in the language of study being inadequate, we cannot say that we have made meaningful advances in education. This is the fourth time I am mentioning this in this House: We are at the end of 2014 and schools in Limpopo, from Thabazimbi right up to Polokwane, are still short of mathematics, science and history books. The year is over. Thank you. 

The MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION: Thank you again, Chair. I think we are talking about two separate things: the pass rate and textbook delivery. They are unrelated. I invite the member to go to our website. This is a stale issue. We established a commission to look at our pass rate requirements. We published the report. We have been talking. It really has become a tired issue, unless members don’t want to read what we have put in the public domain in order for them to know what we are saying. We have constantly communicated how we are dealing with the matter. So, I think, this is a tired issue.
The textbooks, again, is a tired issue, really. You smelled the blood, so you keep on going to where you had first blood. The textbook issue is known by her. I don’t know it. She brings it up in the budget. I don’t know what she expects me to do. If she has any information, she must bring it to me and not raise it here when we talk about the budget. So both stories are stale stories. It’s what she heard in the past and she wants to keep on repeating it. We’ve responded about the pass rate and we have responded about the books. There was a textbook story in 2012, and that’s when she smelled blood and she keeps on going back to that. If she has information, she must bring it to me.

Ms K LITCHFIELD-TSHABALALA: Hon Minister, the current two-language policy is being abused by schools that refuse to transform in that they continue offering only English and Afrikaans, even if they have a 70% intake of African students. When is the Minister going to protect our languages by stipulating that the second language has to be a mother-tongue language or should be profiled according to the number of the intake or the racial profile of students in a school? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION: Chair, we work according to laws. The laws of this country say that the language policy is determined by parents. So, even if 100% of the parents are African and only English and Afrikaans are offered, they made that choice. We have made the laws. There is no one abusing them, but it is the parents’ choice. If parents at a school choose English and Afrikaans, we are bound to implement that choice. If parents at a school choose to use an African language and English, it’s the parents’ choice. That’s what the South African Schools Act says; it’s not the Minister’s choice.

Vote No 16 – Health:

Dr H C VOLMINK: Hon Chairperson, of the 120 service delivery targets set to monitor its performance by the national Department of Health in 2013-14, it only managed to achieve 65. In programme 3, for example, which includes HIV and Aids, the national department used 99% of its budget but only managed to achieve 33% of its targets. That is not such a good story to tell.

By contrast, the Western Cape government has made huge strides in this area. Under the DA-led government, the number of people on antiretroviral treatment has skyrocketed from about 14 000 to over 156 000 and, at 1,9%, the Western Cape has the lowest mother-to-child transmission rate in the country.

Therefore, instead of diminishing the achievements of the Western Cape at every opportunity for the sake of political expediency, does the Minister see the value of reflecting on what’s working in the Western Cape, how lives are being saved in the Western Cape, and then using those lessons to develop a workable national health policy for the benefit of all South Africans? [Applause.]

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Hon Chair, I am the Minister of Health for South Africa, not for particular provinces. So, when we draw up policies, especially for HIV and Aids, we do them for the whole country. I don’t think it would be very important or very wise for me to start comparing provinces in terms of the HIV and Aids rates. That’s not necessary for now. 

Also, the statement he made is not necessarily true. It is a very wrong claim. The province in the country, over the past three years, that tremendously increased the number of people who are on ARVs is actually Gauteng. The province that achieved the lowest mother-to-child prevention percentage – or the highest gain, for that matter – is KwaZulu-Natal. So, please let’s stop making these comparisons. Thank you. [Applause.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, hon Minister. Hon Malema – in absentia, hon Ndlozi?

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Chair, taking into consideration the patent wars that you have globally with pharmaceutical companies and the commitment made in 2007 at the Polokwane conference for a state pharmaceutical company, when are you going to establish a state-owned pharmaceutical company? 

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Chair, while we are using pharmaceuticals the state-owned pharmaceutical company is being established by the Department of Science and Technology, and processes have been entered into in that regard. Thank you.

Mr N SINGH: Thank you, hon Chairperson. Hon Minister, there was a time when conditional grants to provinces were not being used optimally and there was a lot of unspent funds. I note that there is a R262-million health facility revitalisation grant as a conditional grant to provinces. Hon Minister, are you satisfied that these monies are being spent on time and that there are no unspent funds? If there are unspent funds, what does your department intend to do? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Yes, we are aware that there is a problem. That’s why we developed new norms and standards, which will include plans and expenditure. Unless we are satisfied that there is a good plan which follows the norms and standards and which will ensure that there will be no underspending, we will not release any money to any province for that purpose. That is the new method that we are going to follow. Thank you.

Ms D CARTER: Thank you, Chair. Minister, we really appreciate the fact that ARVs for a higher CD4 level is now being implemented. The question is: Are we going to align the CD4 count with grants? One does not want to get to a situation in which people are actually going to stop taking their ARV medication because they are scared of losing a grant if their CD4 count climbs higher than what it should be at. Thank you.

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: I’m sure you are aware that that is a policy that was implemented many years ago. It is not a new policy. It has had its own problems and we are trying to resolve them. It’s a policy that started when ARVs were started more than a decade ago.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, Minister. Hon Maxon, you have 30 seconds.
Ms H O MAXON: Thank you, Chair. Minister, regarding the National Health Insurance, when are you going to implement it, because our poor people have been waiting for it for a long time? These poor people cannot afford medical aid.

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Hon member, you are aware that we are still going to release the White Paper. The White Paper has been finalised, but it is just waiting to go through particular processes. But you are also aware that we said that the NHI would be implemented over a 14-year period. We have started with piloting, as you know, in 11 pilot districts. Thank you.

Vote No 17 – Higher Education and Training:

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chairperson, more than 1 million students are writing the National Senior Certificate examination for the year 2014. It was close to the same number last year.

I want to know from the Minister of Higher Education and Training how many first-year places we have for next year at first-year level, which can be taken up by of the million that wrote that exam now? All of them - whether they pass or fail – qualify to be in some kind of post-secondary education and training. If the Minister does not know, then we are in a crisis. The Minister must answer the question. 

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Hon Chairperson, the hon member knows very well this is not an adjustments-related question. 

It is about next year. If he wants to get that information genuinely rather than opportunistically, he is free to actually ask a question to the department. I don’t have those figures now because this is about the adjustments estimates. So, he is asking it opportunistically. He must ask me a formal question. Then I will come back and tell him exactly what the figures are.

Also, I cannot tell what the figures are before I know what the pass rate is going to be in matric. You know that that is actually completely out of order. How do I just thumb-suck before I know how many will pass and how many will be accepted?

Mr G A GARDEE: On a point of order, Chairperson. Is it parliamentary for a Minister to answer questions whilst keeping his hands in his pockets? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Gardee! You don’t have to answer that, Minister. 

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Chairperson, I never had my hands in my pockets. [Interjections.] Secondly, I’m the one who was going to ask for your protection. Anyone who is wearing gumboots makes us wonder at the gases that are in there. It is a health hazard, actually, at this time. Thank you. [Interjections.]

Mr M Q NDLOZI: On a point of order. I would like you to assist the House on whether it is parliamentary for the Minister of Higher Education to cast aspersions on those of us who are wearing gumboots, saying that we are releasing gases. [Interjections.] I think the Minister must stand up. [Interjections.] Look at the sign, hon Chairperson. The Minister must actually stand up, apologise profusely and ask hon Naledi Pandor to advise him on how you determine spaces prior so that you are able to plan accordingly and stop pontificating about our shoes. 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Chairperson, on a genuine point of order ...

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Shivambu, I have not recognised you. 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Please do. [Interjections.]

We are asking questions. There’s nothing such as opportunistic questions. It is an adjustments budget and it must be known that at post-secondary education and training level, these are the numbers that the department can absorb. [Interjections.]

There are kids who are writing their matric examinations now. Where are they going? The Ministry should know. That is basic information. [Interjections.]

I think we are being led into a crisis by people who do not know what they are dealing with. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): All right, hon Shivambu.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Minister Pandor used to know this information. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: On a point of order, Chairperson.

I thought that members were allowed one minute per party? This is a very long minute. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon members, can we have some order? [Interjections.]

Hon Shivambu, hon Ndlozi, I know we are tired. It’s morning already ... It’s midnight, actually. Good morning. I know we are tired, but we still have a long way to go. 

Let’s deal with the questions and get done with that so that we can get some rest. As we have said, if you are tired, stand up, go outside, stretch and come back. 

Hon Ministers and hon members, let’s ask genuine questions. [Interjections.] Hayi, hon Ndlozi! Can any of us help the situation?

Prof B BOZZOLI: Minister, this is a serious question. Chair, the Minister knows we need tens of billions more rands invested into higher education and training. We all know it. Otherwise, the White Paper will fail. In fact, the ANC is now caught in a fundamental contradiction - to use Marxist terminology – which it cannot resolve. The White Paper wants another 2,3 million students to enter the system and this alone will cost R51 billion, and the money isn’t there. We also need more people to teach those 2,3 million students, and universities are getting less money per head of student to pay for staff now than they did 20 years ago, proportionately. 

So, the increased Medium-Term Expenditure Framework amount that we see can’t compensate for this. Everyone – the Auditor-General, the vice chancellors and even Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa – agrees that we need more money. What are you going to do about it, hon Minister? [Time expired.]

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Because the hon member took so much time asking a non-question, what I would like to say is that we are already putting billions of rands into university education, including the establishment of three new universities, two of which are the Sol Plaatjie University in Kimberley and the University of Mpumalanga into which, over the next MTEF, we are going to be putting R2 billion. Over the next 10 years, we are planning on putting in more than R10 billion. 
If you are asking me about staffing, which part of your question implies, we are at the moment developing a comprehensive policy for staffing our universities, which we will be announcing in a few months’ time to actually address the question that you are asking. Thank you.

Ms D CARTER: Chairperson, the National Student Financial Aid Scheme will make bursaries available to deserving poor students. Wonderful! What are we going to do about the statistics that have shown that students have got no place to stay? Students in Pietermaritzburg in KwaZulu-Natal have been sleeping in libraries, and washing in bathrooms. They have been going hungry, not having food for days.

Can we also deal with that and not only make it about the education side of things, but also give them the basic right of having food and also having a place to stay?

Then my second question is: The department’s goal was to increase the number of competent artisans qualified by 1 000 per year. We are at the end of 2014. Have we achieved the goal of 1 000 qualified artisans per year?  

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Over the 2014-17 MTEF, we are going to be putting more than R7 billion - in fact, if you add contributions by universities, it will be more than R8 billion - into university accommodation. This is going to increase the number of students who are in university accommodation significantly.

One of the conditions we have put in for building new accommodation is that there must also be catering in the new residences so that we reduce the number of students who have to cook for themselves. There must be services by universities so that students are able to get ... [Interjections.] Just the noise that you hear is proof that we are going to be providing even drinks at our universities, but soft drinks! [Interjections.] 

I am also pleased to say that, indeed, in regard to the target that you are talking about of producing artisans, not only have we met it, but we have actually gone beyond the target of 1 000 that you are talking about. We are more than convinced that we are going to meet the target on artisans, as stated in the National Development Plan. Thank you, Chairperson.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): I just want to inform hon Mbatha, hon Gardee and hon Litchfield-Tshabalala that the one minute allocated to your party was used by hon Shivambu.

Mr M HLENGWA: Hon Chairperson, to the hon Minister, on the issue of National Student Financial Aid Scheme funding, I know you are trying to deal with the issue of fraud and corruption involved in that, but I just want to find out about the linkages you are creating with Social Development, because we have been told that the grants have been increased to 18 years or more. 

It should then be easy to track somebody who needs NSFAS funding, as opposed to a fresh application, which happens in a vacuum, because that is actually where people are looting the NSFAS, and using their grandmothers’ and grandfathers’ identity documents to get the funds.

Can’t you establish a process whereby Social Development can hand over to you - once applications have been finalised – the people who are deserving of NSFAS funding, instead of new applications altogether which have no tracking system so that could actually be part of the solution to the problem? [Time expired.]

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: We are going to be undertaking an audit of the National Student Financial Aid Scheme to find whether the students who are benefiting from the scheme are actually the ones who are supposed to be benefiting. 

We will be using a whole range of measures including, for instance, the SA Revenue Service to determine, when a student claims the parents aren’t working, whether that is the case or not. We are actually going to be doing that to use the audit.

I had not thought about using Social Development. I think the idea that you are raising is an important one, which we will have to take into account. Overall, we will also ensure that no leader of any political party in this House does not pay his taxes, so that we get more money for the NSFAS. Thank you.

Vote No 18 – Labour:

Mr M J OLLIS: Chair, is Minister Oliphant even in the House? As usual, the answer is no. 

We supported the Budgetary Review and Recommendations Report because it is an honest reflection of the mess in this department. The Minister very seldom comes to the House. She never ever, under any circumstances, comes to the committee. Whenever I ask the chairperson to request her to come, the ANC blocks me from getting her to come. 

She has had R59 million of the funding taken away from the department because she can’t get her department to employ enough labour inspectors to use the budget, so the hon Nene has taken her department’s money away. She has taken away the funding for the societies of the blind all over South Africa - cut every cent from their budget. She does not have a plan for strike violence. She told officials in the department to give the opposition as little information as possible in answer to our written questions, and I have that from the officials. Why should we not fire this Minister? Why should we support this budget? She has Advocate Phasha in her department on suspension for three years with full pay. Why do we give this Minister more money?

The ACTING MINISTER OF LABOUR (Ms M A Motshekga): Chair, the Minister of Labour is away and I am the acting Minister. I think that the member was just venting because I did not hear anything about the budget. I am sure that I am not expected to say anything. I will note the venting and I will tell the Minister. I am acting on her behalf as she is out of the country. Thank you.

Mr P G MOTEKA: The Unemployment Compensation Fund is an entity that is an embarrassment to the Department of Labour because it has never had a clean audit in the past seven years. What are you doing to give your life to this entity? I thank you.

The ACTING MINISTER OF LABOUR (Ms M A Motshekga): Chair, I will pass on the concern that the member is raising.

Mr M Q NDLOZI: The question is around the banning of labour brokers. When are we going to get a Bill that eradicates the usage of labour brokering, as you promised our people during elections? Thank you.

The ACTING MINISTER OF LABOUR (Ms M A Motshekga): Noted. [Laughter.]

Mr M S MBATHA: Hon Chair, I just want to ask one follow-up question on the compensation fund. We know that the compensation fund is being privatised. Why is it so difficult to recapitalise this fund? Why are you giving it ... you know the drill. [Time expired.]
The ACTING MINISTER OF LABOUR (Ms M A Motshekga): Ditto. Noted.

Vote No 19 – Social Development:

Ms E R WILSON: Chair, a recent study by the Human Sciences Research Council found that 2,3 million children are still not receiving child support grants because of a lack of documentation and administration obstacles. Despite the fact that 62% of social services are rendered by nongovernmental organisations, NGOs, on behalf of the government, policies dealing with qualifications of NGOs as well as the onerous application forms have resulted in delayed payments to NGOs, inadequate funding, lack of communication and training, resulting in job losses.

The first quarterly report of this department stated that not one province, municipality or NGO got funding. If this is indeed the case, Minister, then your department has seriously failed to communicate, monitor, do oversight and go out there and attend to the situation that has serious implications for the poorest of the poor. [Interjections.]

Mr G A GARDEE: The hon member is now awake. I thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Gardee! Hon Wilson, your time was up.

The MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: Chairperson, firstly, two weeks ago, we all saw the news and read the report of the World Bank about the role played by social security in closing the gap between the rich and the poor, in supporting children, and also that we now have 11 million children supported through social assistance. We have been getting reports that there are more children who are not in the system and there is a programme called the Integrated Community Registration Outreach Programme, Icrop, whereby we do door-to-door checks, as well as Mikonzo, where we are doing community facilitation, trying to ensure that all the children are covered through social protection.

Secondly, on the issue of training NGOs, I think that over the past financial year we have trained more than 500 NGOs and we have also trained co-operatives. We do have reports and we are funding NGOs. I don’t know where this comes from. Provinces are the ones which fund NGOs, therefore I can’t report for provinces. Provinces report ... [Interjections.] Don’t howl at me! I am not in an interview. I am trying to help you.

Ms H O MAXON: Minister, my question is very simple: When are you going to increase social grants by 100%? The money that you give to our people is too little. You cannot do anything with R310. That is an insult to our people.

The MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: As we speak, money paid through social grants in the present financial year amounts to R215 billion. Grants are not the only means of supporting children. We also have free healthcare, schools, feeding schemes, early childhood development programmes, water, electricity, human settlements, etc, so it is a basket of services. [Applause.] It is not only a grant that is used to support children. Thank you.

Ms D CARTER: Chair, following on the Minister’s response to the last question, I want to say that doing things for people is a poor substitute for giving them the means to do something for themselves. Our country has over 16 million people who are receiving grants, which for the grantees is definitely not enough. But also, we need to take into consideration, on the other hand, that government does not have the fiscal space to increase grants. My question is: Does the department have plans to revisit how the poor and the vulnerable can be supported to become independent through a right to work? Thank you.
UNGQONGQOSHE WEZOKUTHUTHUKISA UMPHAKATHI: Nalapho futhi uMnyango awusebenzi wodwa. Sisebenza neminye iMinyango ukulwa nobubha. Kukhona igatsha elibizwa ngokuthi ... (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: With regard to that matter as well, the department does not work alone. We are working with other departments in order to combat poverty. There is a programme known as ...]

... integrated development from Social Development.

Lelo gatsha ilona elisebenza nemiphakathi mayelana nezinhlelo eziphathekayo zokuthuthukisa. Ngiyabonga. 

Mnu S C MNCWABE: Sihlalo, ngicela ukuzwa kumhlonishwa ukuthi, uMnyango wakhe oholwa nguye unazo yini izinhlelo zesibonelelo noma uhlelo lokusiza abafelokazi? Uma ngabe lukhona uhlelo olunjalo luyoqala nini? Uma lungekho, angeke yini kube yisu elihle ukuthi umama ongenaye ubaba futhi ongakafiki esikhathini sokuthola impesheni akwazi ukubhekeleka ukuze asizakale, athole imali yesibonelelo yabafelokazi? Ngeke yini kube ngumbono omuhle ukuthi nayo ingeniswe ngoba la sisebenza khona sihlangana nabo omama abakhala isikhalo esifana nalesi? Ngiyabonga. 
UNGQONGQOSHE WEZOKUTHUTHUKISA UMPHAKATHI: Ngizwa la umama u-Tshwete ethi ungamisi ngaye. Angifuni ukungena kupolitiki yezinhlangano zabafelokazi ngoba umuntu uba ngumfelokazi aphinde aphume. Isibonelo abantu besilisa, loyo muntu uyashonelwa aphinde ashade. Ngakho-ke, kuyangenwa kuphunywe. 

Okwesibili, izakhamuzi zaseNingizimu Afrika zenza inkinga. Zathi singakhi isimo lapho uhulumeni esenzela khona yonke into. Kodwa ngaleso sikhathi, zathi abantu abanamandla okuzisebenzela kumele sibaphe imali yesibonelelo. Ngakho-ke, usuke ungazi ukuthi kufunekani, kodwa siqalile singuMnyango wezokuThuthukisa uMphakathi sisebenzisana neminye iMinyango nokusebenzisana nezinhlangano ezisebenza ngokubambisana, ikakhulukazi siqeqesha abanakekeli, abantu abaphila nokukhubazeka futhi siqeqesha nentsha ezinhlelweni zokuqala imisebenzi kanye nakuma-co-operatives. Ngiyabonga.

Nks M S KHAWULA: Ngqongqoshe, nginenkinga la. Angilwi kakhulu kodwa uzobe usilaphile kule nto. Kunale nkinga ekhona yala bantu abahola izimali, mhlawumbe uthola ukuthi unezingane ezimbili, uhola imali yabantwana kanti akanalo ngisho ucingo kodwa udonselwa i-airtime. Ugogo, akanalo ucingo, akazi nokuthi lushaywa kanjani ucingo kodwa uthola ukuthi uthengana nama-airtime. Ngqongqoshe, ngifuna ukwazi ukuthi ungabalamulela kanjani laba bantu ngoba yonke indawo lapho sihamba khona bayakhala. 

Okunye futhi, kunabantu abagulayo, abadla amaphilisi abangayitholi imali yempesheni kanti bekumele ngabe bayayihola. Ngiyabonga.

UNGQONGQOSHE WEZOKUTHUTHUKISA UMPHAKATHI: Dadewethu, lolu daba aluqondene nokuqondiswa kodwa singaba nesikhathi sixoxe ngoba lukhona uhlelo esiphezu kwalo mayelana nalolu daba. Ngiyabonga.

Nks P BHENGU: Sihlalo, kumhlonishwa noma ngingekho ekomidini lezokuthuthukisa umphakathi. Umbuzo wami uthi, ngale kokuthi abantu abakhubazekile bathole imali yesibonelelo yabantu abanokukhubazeka, yiziphi ezinye izinhlelo uNgqongqoshe anazo ukusiza abantu abakhubazekile ukuthi bakwazi ukuzimela bangagcini ngokuthi bathole imihlomulo le kahulumeni? Ngiyabonga.

UNGQONGQOSHE WEZOKUTHUTHUKISA UMPHAKATHI: Umsebenzi ebesikade siwenza njengoMnyango wezokuThuthukisa uMphakathi ngaphambi kokuthi umongameli enze isimemezelo sokuthi sizoba nesibopho kubantu abaphila nokukhubazeka, bekuwukubheka nje ukuthi bazithola kanjani izinsiza. Manje sesinikezwe isibopho se-advocacy.

Okwesibili ngeVoti lethu leSabelomali saba nomhlangano ngabantu abakhubazekile saxoxisana ngokuthi yiziphi izinto abazifunayo. Njengoba ngikhuluma nje, kukhona izinhlelo ebekade zikhona zabantu abaphila nokukhubazeka. Isibonelo, uhulumeni uhlinzeka ngezikole zikhona, uMnyango wezeMfundo eyisiSekelo uqeqesha othisha ukuze bakwazi ukukhuluma ngezandla.

Okwesithathu kukhona izimboni ezibizwa ngokuthi ama-sheltered employment lapho besebenza khona kodwa into esiyibonayo ngama-sheltered employment ukuthi umuntu okwaziyo ukuzisebenzela unikezwa imadlana encane. Asisho ukuthi awaphele kodwa sithi nakhona sifuna ukungenisa izinhlangano ezisebenza ngokubambisana kube yizo eziziphathela uhlelo lwazo, nakwezinye izinhlelo ezikhona. Siyitholile imali ephuma ngalena kodwa uyayibona ukuthi uma ngabe sifuna ukwakha izinhlelo ezinkulu ngempela kumele sicele ukuthi uNgqongqoshe wezeziMali azithi cunsu futhi kancane. (Translation of isiZulu paragraphs follows.)

[That programme is aimed at working with communities regarding feasible development programmes. Thank you.

Mr S C MNCWABE: Chairperson, can the hon member please tell us if her department has a grant programme or a programme to help widows? If there is such a programme, when is it going to be implemented? If there is no such programme, would it not be a good idea for a widow who has not reached pensionable age to get some sort of support, in the form of a grant for widows? Would it not be a good idea to have it implemented, because where we work we come across women who are raising the same concern? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: I hear hon Tshwete saying that you must not use her as an example. I do not want to get into widow organisations’ politics, because a person does not remain a widow forever. For example, men, when they are widowed they remarry. So, they do not stay widowed forever.

Secondly, South African citizens did something unbelievable. They asked us not to create a situation where government is doing everything for them. But at the same time, they said people who are capable of working for themselves must be given grants. So, you end up not knowing what is expected of you. We have started, as the Department of Social Development, to work with other departments and other co-operatives, especially in training care workers, people with disabilities and the youth in the learnership programmes and in co-operatives. Thank you.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Minister, I have a problem here. I am not fighting, but we need a solution to this. There is a problem regarding people who receive grants. You find that a person has two children, and receives a grant for both of them and she does not even own a cellphone but money for airtime is deducted from her grant. A grandmother, who does not own a cellphone, and does not know how it is operated, has money deducted from her grant for airtime. Minister, I want to know how you can resolve this matter, because everywhere we go they raise the same concern. 

Also, there are people who are sick and who are on medication who are supposed to be receiving a grant but they do not get it. Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: My sister, this matter has nothing to do with discipline, but we can make time and discuss it because there is a programme under way regarding this matter. Thank you. 

Ms P BHENGU: Chairperson, to the hon member - even though I am not a member of the committee on social development - my question is, besides the disability grant that is received by people with disabilities, has any other programmes been put in place by the Minister to assist people with disabilities to be independent and not only to be dependent on these benefits from government? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: The job we have been doing before the President announced that people with disabilities are our responsibility, was to oversee how they get resources. We are now responsible for advocacy. 

Secondly, during our Budget Vote we had a meeting with regard to the people with disabilities and discussed the things that they want. As I speak, there are programmes for people with disabilities. For example, government is providing schools. The Department of Basic Education is training teachers so that they are able to use sign language.

Thirdly, there are sectors that are called sheltered employment; but what we have realised about sheltered employment is that a person who can work on her own is given a small amount of money. We are not saying that they must be ended, but we want to incorporate co-operatives so that they run their programmes, even with other available programmes. We have received the money from them, but you can see that if we want to make bigger plans we must ask the Minister of Finance to cut them again.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Gardee, are you rising on the next Vote? There is no time. The one minute allocated to your party was used already when hon Khawula asked her question.]

Vote No 20 – Sport and Recreation South Africa:

Mr P G MOTEKA: Hon Chair, I would like to ask the hon Minister about these sports-focused schools that are mostly apartheid-built facilities. You are going to invest in them. When will you start building sports facilities in the rural and township schools? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SPORT AND RECREATION: We have a plan, resources permitting. We should be in a position to extend the roll-out of facilities to all schools including rural areas throughout the country in South Africa.

Mr M S MALATSI: Hon Chairperson, we are truly grateful that the hon Minister is here today to answer questions, unlike during the oral questions when he attended the Feather Awards. 
Be that as it may, given your pronouncement that you need R10 billion to fund the national sports and recreation plan and your plans to consider the introduction of a sports ticket tax, have you consulted with sports federations about the impact of that sports ticket tax? Have you also conducted any research about the impact it will have on current attendance levels at sports events, given that, already, there is a significant drop in attendance, save for a few matches involving certain national teams? Lastly, when will the public participation process regarding the introduction of this tax be? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SPORT AND RECREATION: I’ll consider your first point about the Feather Awards as vandalism. [Laughter.] You are just vandalising me for no reason. Let me say to you that I wholeheartedly still recognise and accept that award as something genuine coming from my own people, and I am not apologetic about that. If you are homophobic, that is your problem alone. [Interjections.]

To answer your second question, I think the sports levy issue is really dependent on the discussion and, at the present moment, I cannot fully comment on that because it is really in its infancy. Once it has taken off fully, we can make comments about proposals to make it work, to diversify sport funding for South Africa. So, in this particular instance, we have put forward an idea but it is not concrete yet. Thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): We have requested the Serjeant-at-arms to open the doors a bit because members are complaining about the heat. So, the doors will be open for some time. [Interjections.] If you want to speak, press the ``talk’’ button. [Interjections.] Hon Ntobongwana? I have got hon Ntobongwana here. 

Mr M L W FILTANE: Hon Chairperson, I am occupying Ntobongwana’s place. I am Filtane but, thank you, hon Chair.

Hon Minister, we appreciate your presence here today. Given that you had underexpenditure in the previous financial year, what concrete steps will you take this year to make sure that you spend the whole budget allocated to you, given the big need for expenditure by your department?

Lastly, you have the option to answer this or not: What support, if any, will you give to the parliamentary rugby team when it goes to the Rugby World Cup next year? You have an option to answer or not, on this one. Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SPORT AND RECREATION: No, I will not answer the second question, but I am willing to support the parliamentary rugby team in whatever way you think we can, because I think it is important for healthy living and to reduce those bellies of those people who are overweight. So, sport is very important, and I will support you.

The second answer is that we have put mechanisms in place in the department to ensure that we do not have the same situation recurring. Thank you, Chairperson.

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Hon Minister, how much are you spending on sports awards? How do you justify that only one company, called C-Squared, ever got the tender - since you rose to the helm of this Ministry - to organise the sports awards?

The MINISTER OF SPORT AND RECREATION: I am not sure whether it is a question that has got to do with adjustments. To answer your question, it is not correct to say that only one company got the tender. If you do your research a little bit, you will realise that it is not true and not correct, and I am saying that for a fact.

We have always budgeted about R20 million for the sports awards over the years and not the entire amount of money is spent from that. I think you know with regard to the sports awards themselves that we are envisaging that there should be a public-private partnership. At the present moment it is only funded by the government. It is not a project that we are looking at sustaining forever, but it is a product of the sports community which it adopted at the National Sports Indaba. Thank you very much.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, that then deals with Vote 20. Whoever left the phone in the ladies’ bathroom can claim it from the service officers.

Vote No 21 - Correctional Services:

Ms K LITCHFIELD-TSHABALALA: Hon House Chair, I don’t see the Minister, but I will ask my question anyway: Within this financial year, is there a genuine plan to reduce overcrowding in prisons? Overcrowding impedes rehabilitation and the aim of going to prison is to be rehabilitated and not to be locked away. Thank you.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES: Hon Chairperson, let me undertake to note this question for the Minister’s attention. 

I want to believe that if the Minister were in the House today, among other things, he would have said that the problem of overcrowding in our correctional facilities is an incessant problem that the department has a strategy of working on continuously. The hon member would be aware that in the department there are several programmes that constitute a multipronged strategy at reducing overcrowding in our correctional facilities.

Firstly, we have capital infrastructure projects that are intended to add more bed spaces, as one important programme. The other project is that of reducing the population of inmates that we have at any given time by employing other means that would allow the Department of Justice and Correctional Services to let these inmates be released and monitored from outside.

Another programme that is intended to reduce overcrowding is the programme of ensuring that there is alternative sentencing that will also reduce the population in our correctional facilities. I thank you.
Mr G A GARDEE: Hon Chairperson, I would like to ask the following question: How many prisons have been built since 1994 and are yet to be built moving forward, vis-à-vis the number of universities built in South Africa? I thank you.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES: Hon Chairperson, I am not sure how serious the hon member is with the question, but the question is: How many universities vis-à-vis prisons are going to be built? I would imagine that the question can be split and directed to the appropriate portfolios in government for the hon member to get accurate information and do the comparison. 

But if the hon member is lamenting the suggestion that we are probably spending an inordinate amount of resources on building prisons instead of building institutions of learning, the reality is that, as far as Correctional Services is concerned, we have a mandate to carry out, which is to make sure that we have safe communities. We must have communities where there is justice and we must have communities where there is peace. In the absence of facilities that would make it possible for government to keep in detention those whom the courts have sentenced to serve time in prison, in our correctional facilities - that is something that we cannot walk away from - money has to be made available for it to be realised. I thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you very much, Deputy Minister. Was it you who pressed the button at Minister Masutha’s seat?

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES: Hon Chairperson, I am speaking from the hon Minister’s seat because the seat where I was has no microphone. It is not because I was trying to create any confusion.

Vote No 22 - Defence and Military Veterans: 

Mr D J MAYNIER: Hon House Chairperson, I have been saying for years that the Department of Defence and Military Veterans has become a state within a state. This accountability crisis is perfectly symbolised by the behaviour of the former Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, Lindiwe Sisulu ... [Interjections.] ... who has been giving the middle finger to the Constitution, the middle finger to the opposition and the middle finger to the Rules of the National Assembly for years in this Parliament. 
For more than two years, the Minister zoomed around this country, blowing millions of rands ... [Interjections.] ... on flights on Gulfstream executive jets ... [Interjections.] ... rather than subject herself to chicken or beef ... [Laughter.] ... on our strategic asset, the SA Airways. [Laughter.]

This has got to stop because for two years after being fired ... [Interjections.] ... the Minister has been on the run, subverting, undermining and wriggling her way out of being accountable to this Parliament. [Interjections.] So, I ask the Minister ... [Interjections.] ... Is it true that the hon Minister only took the 35 flights ... 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, Maynier. [Interjections.]

Mr D J MAYNIER: ... on Gulfstream executive jets? [Interjections.] Answer the question. We have been waiting ... [Interjections.] ... for two years for an answer. [Interjections.] I thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Maynier, you are out of order. [Interjections.] Before you talk, hon Minister, let me say to hon members that each party is given one minute.
Hon Maynier, you were far beyond one minute and not listening when I was calling you to order. Can all parties please stick to one minute? Hon members of the House, yesterday we were asked to stop using gestures in the House. Thank you very much. Can you refrain from doing that? [Interjections.] Hon Minister?

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: And dancing in the House as well. [Interjections.] 

Hon Chair, I am normally assisted by my father hon Shenge in expressing what I would like to say in language that is palatable for Parliament. I would like to ask him to assist me. What do I say to somebody who needs psychiatric treatment? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Minister?

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: Hon member, I thought you were dealing with the budget adjustments. I didn’t think that you’d want me to talk about the number of flights, Gulfstream flights ... What is happening to you? Do you have a crush on her? [Interjections.] [Laughter.] Maybe it is time you came out and were honest about it.

Mr M L W FILTANE: Point of order, Chair. [Interjections.]

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: He probably does, actually.

Mr M L W FILTANE: Thank you, Chair. I would like to thank the member from the DA for keeping the House alive. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you. Hon Ramakatsa? [Interjections.]

Mr R P RAMAKATSA: Hon Chair, I just want to ask the hon Minister two questions. Firstly, I want to know the recruitment strategy in terms of recruiting talent into the Defence Force. Secondly, how do they retain talent? If you check, from 1994 up to now, the people who have been employed in terms of knowledge and talent are getting out of the Defence Force. Now the Defence Force goes back to them and secures their services as consultants. I just want to know the strategy of retaining talent and the recruitment strategy. 

The Waterkloof Guptagate scandal is there, and up until today we don’t know what is happening. We want to know who the culprits are and what the department is doing about that. Thank you.
The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: Hon Chair, let me start with the last one. Unfortunately you came very late, hon member. Last year we dealt with this matter quite exhaustively, actually. There was an investigation. A report came out and it was made public. Not only that ... Am I out of order?

Mr G A GARDEE: Number one.

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: No. Can you listen?

Mr G A GARDEE: Number one.

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: No, don’t distract me. I am talking!

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Gardee, order!

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: The report came out after an investigation. Not only did the report come out, it was made public and there were also some penalties which were imposed on some of the people who were affected. Now, one thing happened just then. The moment the report came out one of the people affected, who was implicated in the saga, took us to the Public Protector. Up until now, we are waiting for the Public Protector to come up with recommendations on the matter. [Interjections.] You don’t want me to answer all your questions?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Minister, respond to them through me.

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: Well, on the issue of recruitment, yes, it is an issue which is quite problematic. It is not as organised as you would want or expect it to be. What we have started doing now is move around to tertiary institutions and high schools to expose young people to what we are doing, so that we can attract them to come into the Defence Force.

One of the areas we started looking into is targeting young people, in particular those who are doing maths and science at tertiary institutions, so that they can come into the Defence Force and be trained as engineers. So, that is one of the things which we are doing to attract young people.

On the issue of retaining skills, you are right. There are several challenges which may have led to a number of people leaving the SA National Defence Force. However, we are trying, particularly, to retain those who have the necessary skills. You will also recall that for those who are not necessarily skilled or do not have the relevant critical skills, the former Minister of Defence and Military Veterans established what he called the Works Formation. We are trying to divert some of the people to the Works Formation within the SA National Defence Force. We keep those who have the necessary skills to do what they are supposed to do but, as I say, there is an ongoing recruitment process and we are now targeting schools and the tertiary institutions. Thank you.

Mr D J MAYNIER: Chairperson, on a point of order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Point of order?

Mr D J MAYNIER: I wonder if the hon Minister of Defence and Military Veterans could tell us how many more years I will have to wait ... [Interjections.] ... whilst she counts hon Sisulu’s flights. [Interjections.] She has been counting the hon Sisulu’s flights ... [Interjections.] ... for two years. How many ... [Interjections.] ... more years must I wait? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: You know what, I may as well just respond a bit to some of the comments you have made on this matter. In the first instance, I gave you the total number of ... [Interjections.] ... Wait a minute ... of trips, both domestic and international flights - including the Gulfstream you are referring to. Okay? I gave that answer in this Chamber.

There were queries from Minister Sisulu. We went back and did an audit. [Interjections.] Just wait a minute. [Interjections.] And one of the things that happened then - which you never made reference to - is that some journalist took a decision to lump everything together and say that that was the approximate number of flights flown on a Gulfstream jet by Minister Sisulu. And you want me to then take responsibility for calculations which were done by some journalist. I must now take responsibility that I said Minister Sisulu travelled on 200 and whatever number of flights.

The point is that everything which has happened around this matter is not information which was given to me by a journalist. I never said Minister Sisulu travelled a certain number of flights which have been referred to by the media. We had a total number, and that number was divided into domestic, international and then Gulfstream flights, but somebody decided to take that lump sum ... [Interjections.] ... and say that these are Gulfstream charter flights undertaken by Minister Sisulu, and I must take the flack for it. I will not.

I will never ever come back to you on this matter because the impression you have created is that I have been vindictive in the manner in which I have handled this matter. And let me tell you something, whatever number of flights I get, I don’t keep information. I am not an official. Whatever information I bring to this Parliament is information which I get from the officials of the department and from the generals in the department. I don’t keep information in boxes in my house. Okay? So, if you raise a question with me, whatever information of whatever nature I give you, I provide you with an answer given to me by generals in the SA National Defence Force. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: Hon Chair, on a point of order: I think the Minister has done extremely well in answering the question but this session is designed to have questions related to the appropriations process and adjustments ... [Interjections.] Could you please rule in future in terms of questions which are not relevant to the debate? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you very much, hon Minister. I just want to ... Order! [Interjections.]
I just want to indicate to the House that the doors are now closed because the air conditioning has been restored. It is cooler now. So, if you could please close the door there on my left. 

The DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: On a point ... Chairperson?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Deputy Minister?

The DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: You have made a ruling on gestures. Can we request hon Maynier to stand still when he speaks ... [Interjections.] ... because he reminds some of us of the late Michael Jackson, and that is very hurtful. [Laughter.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): I now put Vote No 23, Independent ...

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: On a point ... Chairperson.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Minister?

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: Hon House Chairperson, I just want to repeat what Deputy Minister Jeremy Cronin said. What you have done in fact was to make us miss a good opportunity to engage with the South African public and Members of Parliament on matters of the Defence Review, etc. [Interjections.] Yes, I am doing it. I am speaking, of course. Now I am saying, you are going back to the matter of flights that has ... 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Point of order.

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS: ... nothing to do with what we are discussing here today. [Interjections.] You wasted a lot of time.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Point of order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Minister ... [Interjections.] Hon Minister, you have responded to that question. Hon Steenhuisen?

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Madam Chair, you have already said that you are restricting us to one minute. Are you going to allow the Ministers unending time to jump up as many times as they want ... [Interjections.] ... to answer questions? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Steenhuisen ... [Interjections.] ... please take your seat. [Interjections.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: And, according to her, that has nothing to do with the appropriation. [Interjections.] She just spent a lot of time on it. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, why are you standing? What are you standing on?

Mr R P RAMAKATSA: I was just asking the Chair there to protect us.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): But on what point?

Mr R P RAMAKATSA: No, I am just asking you to protect us. We cannot be lectured for the whole night here by one person, please.

Vote No 23 – Independent Police Investigative Directorate:

Mr Z N MBHELE: Sihlalo, sengathi umbuzo wami uzoya kuSekela Ngqongqoshe ngoba uyena engimbonayo. [Chairperson, it seems as if my question will be directed to the Deputy Minister because I can see her.]

Chairperson, when we saw the adjusted estimates for Vote 23, we were very concerned that it looked like an attempt to avoid material underspending by taking funds from salaries to goods and services, given that R23,8 million was registered in underspending in 2013-14 due to the department not filling vacancies. The Auditor-General also made a finding of weak financial controls in the department.

Ngakho-ke umbuzo wami uthi ... [Therefore my question is ...]

... how will this Ministry ensure that these shifts in this financial year do not adversely affect the Independent Police Investigative Directorate, Ipid’s, ability to fulfil its mandates and that these funds are not spent irregularly in a procurement black hole of weak supply chain management systems?

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF POLICE: Hon Chairperson, indeed, it’s true with regard to the vacancies that existed in the Department of the Independent Police Investigative Directorate. I think you’re aware that the nine vacancies that were not filled - that is, the provincial heads - have just been filled. The four vacancies of directors in four provinces which are outstanding have already been advertised. We agree with you. We also raised a concern - and the Minister - with regard to the monies that were taken from one programme to the other programme. Thank you very much. 

Mr G A GARDEE: Chairperson, may we be favoured with an answer by the Minister on the issue of Ipid? Why should we approve the budget in view of the fact that we’ll be financing a mobile public order unit that never gets identified when cases against it are opened when they have committed an offense during protests and innocent people have been injured in their yards when they were never on the street? I can even help with case numbers, if you so wish. I thank you.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF POLICE: Thank you very much. I’m not sure whether we understand the role of Ipid, because we need Ipid. As you’re saying, or alleging, innocent people are being killed by the police during protests and all that. That is precisely the work of the Ipid - to investigate those cases. There’s no way that the police can investigate themselves, hence we have the Ipid. Thank you.
Mr G A GARDEE: Chairperson, on a point of order: An answer has not been given to the question that has been asked. The question is: What is Ipid doing to ensure that members of the public order unit and police are identified in such situations? Thank you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Gardee, your time has expired. You’re double-dipping on the question and the Deputy Minister has responded to your question. She has responded. Unfortunately, hon Maxon, there’s no time. Hon Gardee took all the time allocated. 

Vote No 24 – Justice and Constitutional Development:

Mr W HORN: Chairperson, during the Budgetary Review and Recommendations Report, BRRR, process of the portfolio committee, two Chapter 9 institutions came to report to the committee that they continuously struggle to reduce the backlog of cases, namely the Public Protector and the SA Human Rights Commission.

The BRRR, on the insistence of the ANC, did not recommend any additional funds for either of these institutions but, now, in the adjustments budget, the SA Human Rights Commission is to receive additional funds to appoint another fulltime commissioner. The Public Protector, for whom additional posts were approved by this House already in 2009 - four years before the approval of the post at the SA Human Rights Commission - for another post, receives nothing. 

We find it strange indeed, and the question to the Minister is whether he agrees that this adjustments budget lays bare for all to see the ANC’s intention to slowly suffocate the Public Protector. [Time expired.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): The hon Minister.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Chairperson, it’s the Deputy Minister. The Minister is at the Southern African Development Community, SADC, Ministers of Justice meeting in Zimbabwe.

As far as the increase in the budget for the SA Human Rights Commission is concerned, it is in terms of the South African Human Rights Commission Act that was passed by this House. So that is why they are getting more funds that provide for an additional commissioner.
As far as the Public Protector is concerned, I think the hon member would know that the budget of the Public Protector has increased significantly over the years.

The Public Protector is accountable to this House, but the question is: Is the best use of resources being made? There is a concern that the committee has expressed - that you should be aware of – about the duplication in functions, of the Public Protector investigating matters that could be dealt with by the Public Service Commission - complaints by public servants, for example. It’s duplication, and I understand the portfolio committee is looking at it, with matters being investigated by the SA Human Rights Commission. It’s a duplication - which is provided for in the special investigating unit Act with the Special Investigating Unit, SIU. So, I would hope that the portfolio committee would look at what the Public Protector’s office is doing and ensure that there’s no duplication.

Also, while I’m on the floor, it would be useful if this House could get the Public Protector to report exactly what matters they are investigating. We see a few cases being put on the Public Protector’s website, but for the bulk of the 24 000 reports that the Public Protector has completed, we’re finding it very difficult to get details as to what the outcomes were in those matters. Thank you. [Applause.]

Mr G A GARDEE: Hon Chairperson, to the extent that the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development is a custodian of all laws passed by Parliament, what strategy does the department have to ensure that Parliament does not pass unconstitutional laws, with particular reference to the parliamentary medical aid scheme which makes it compulsory for members to belong to it, even though they don’t want it and it is very expensive? Thank you.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: I’m worried that the issue that Minister Nzimande spoke about - of the heat and the amount of gas in the EFF members’ boots - is showing its effects. [Interjections.] But as the hon member should know, it is not the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development that is responsible for the laws ... [Interjections.]

Mr G A GARDEE: Chairperson, I don’t think the conduct of ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Gardee, you are standing on which point?

Mr G A GARDEE: The member is not conducting ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Is it a point of order?

Mr G A GARDEE: On a point of order: The member is not conducting himself in terms of the spirit and the letter of the agreement of the Chief Whips. [Laughter.] What does releasing of gas have to do with a question posed to him? In fact, it’s a crude insult that we are releasing gases here. The Deputy Minister must apologise. [Interjections.]

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chair, we are not here for games. We do not want fancy people like this guy who’s talking like that about our members. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Shivambu, what point are you standing on?

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: We’re not going to take such nonsense from this guy.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): On what point, hon Shivambu? [Interjections.]

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: It’s a point of caution that we do not want people to take us for granted. We’re not here for games. No one must come and undermine us here for anything, please. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: Point of order, point of order, Chairperson. 

Is it parliamentary to say nonsense in this House? Is it parliamentary for the member ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Shivambu.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Chairperson, if I can try and answer, as the hon member should know ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Deputy Minister, please be seated. Hon Shivambu, can you please withdraw the utterance?
Mr N F SHIVAMBU: For that specific incident, right, I’m going to withdraw, but if he continues to misbehave I’m going to come and tell him that he’s speaking nonsense again. [Interjections.] I can promise you the honest truth that we don’t want to be undermined by some white guy here who doesn’t know where he comes from. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Shivambu, please take your seat. Take your seat, hon Shivambu. [Interjections.]

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Hon Chair, the hon Shivambu must withdraw, and also, he can’t say ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Minister, on what point are you standing?

The MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING: He has not withdrawn and, also, he is making things worse. You can’t say to an hon member ``where he comes from’’. We know where he comes from - before you were born, in the struggle against apartheid in this country. [Applause.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Order, hon members! Hon Shivambu. Thank you very much.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: I withdraw, but if he says those things again, I’m going to come back to repeat the same thing, I promise you.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Shivambu, please withdraw unconditionally. [Interjections.]

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: I withdraw, but if he says the same thing I’m coming back. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): No, hon Shivambu.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: I withdraw; you’ve recorded what I said already.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Deputy Minister, please ... [Interjections.]

Mr P G MOTEKA: Chair, on a point of order: I think the Ministers are mistaking the air that they’re breathing out for gas from the boots. It’s the air that they’re breathing out that is stinking, not what they’re saying.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, please sit down. Hon Deputy Minister, please continue. [Interjections.]  Hon members, I know it’s late and I know that we are tired. Can we please maintain some order so that we can finish? Hon Deputy Minister. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: The problem with the question is not the responsibility ... [Interjections.]

Mr N P KHOZA: Chair, point of order. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Khawula, no please sit down. Hon Khoza, please sit down. Can we allow the Deputy Minister to respond?

Mr N P KHOZA: But he must also withdraw that we’re producing gas from our boots before he continues.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Khoza, please sit down. [Interjections.]

Mr N P KHOZA: I am wearing boots and I feel offended. [Interjections.] He must also withdraw that we are producing gas from our boots. These are not his boots. How does he know that these boots produce gas? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Khoza, please take your seat. Hon members, can we please refrain from all gases? [Interjections.]

Mr N P KHOZA: But he must withdraw. [Interjections.] My boots are not producing gas. He must withdraw. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon members, can we refrain from such utterances and using such words, because also the hon member will ... [Interjections.] No, I have not recognised you, hon member. Please sit down.

Ms N R MASHABELA: Chair, can I assist you?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): No, no, no, don’t assist me. Please sit down. Hon member, please sit down. [Interjections.]

Ms N R MASHABELA: Chair, let me assist you.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, please take your seat. The hon member next to you spoke of gas from the mouth and the gases from the boots. Can we refrain from such talk? [Interjections.] Can we all refrain from using such words? Hon Deputy Minister and the hon member there.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Chairperson, I mean I obviously withdraw any issue relating to gases and boots, but the problem with the question is that it’s not the responsibility of the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development to check on the constitutionality of the laws passed by Parliament. That is the responsibility of the Constitutional Court.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): The hon member from the EFF, can you also withdraw?

Mr P G MOTEKA: I will withdraw after hon Blade has withdrawn that statement, because he led the argument. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, can you withdraw? The hon Deputy Minister withdrew. He was the last to utter that and he has withdrawn. Can you please withdraw? [Interjections.]

Mr P G MOTEKA: Blade must withdraw. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): There’s no Blade here; there’s “hon member”.

Mr P G MOTEKA: Ooh, hon Blade. I withdraw.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Madam Chair, it’s very late and we have a lot of business to get through. Can we just have a blanket amnesty and move on? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon members ... Put your hand down, hon Maxon. Please sit down, hon members. Please take your seat. [Interjections.]

Hon Jeffery was the last to utter the issue about the gas. He withdrew; hence I asked the hon member also to withdraw his utterance about the gas from the mouth. I just want to rule on that. Can we put this matter to rest? [Interjections.] No, hon member, I have not recognised you. Please take your seat. Hon Nzimande, stop using gestures. No gestures. Thank you. [Interjections.] Can we continue? 

Vote No 25 – Police:

Ms D KOHLER: Chairperson, murder, the crime litmus test, is up for the second consecutive year. One would have imagined that, as a result, the request tonight would be to shift funds to our detectives. Now, detectives sit with upwards of 150 dockets on their desks. They have to struggle with vehicle shortages, lack of cell phones and they are squashed into offices while sharing computers. Imagine my surprise when I realised that the SA Police Service, SAPS, have quietly allowed massive amounts to go underspent under this Programme 3: Detective Services and want to shift it to - surprise, surprise - Programme 5: Protection and Security Services. 

Now, what we will do if this House votes for this virement tonight is shift R74,7 million away from the detectives where the money has not – deliberately, I believe - been spent on computer services, communications. [Time expired.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF POLICE: Thank you very much. As much as I don’t usually agree with the hon member from the DA, I must say that this time around, with regard to resources for detectives, I do agree with you. The Minister and I are paying attention to that. You might know that the Minister has established a reference group to look precisely into the issues of accommodation and resources for the detectives in order for them to be able to work. We are also looking at the issue of the loads of case dockets that they are handling per month or per annum. There is something that we are doing with the Minister. Thank you very much. [Interjections.]

Ms D KOHLER: On a point of order: I must admit I only read two sentences of what I had here. May I just ask for a check of the timing? There was so much noise going on here.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): You were over your time, hon member. [Interjections.]

Ms D KOHLER: Okay, I don’t believe it, but, if you say so. [Interjections.]

Mr D L TWALA: Chairperson ... Can I proceed, Chair? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): You are wasting your time, hon member, I recognised you.
Mr D L TWALA: Okay.

Ms A MATSHOBENI: Chair, on a point of order ... Sorry, Chairperson, can you protect us?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): From whom?

Ms A MATSHOBENI: From hon Mafu and the hon ... I don’t know the guy. They said ``festival of gas’’. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon members, I have made a ruling. Hon Mudau and hon Mafu, did you ... 

Mr A M MUDAU: Chairperson, ask her if it’s me. Just ask her.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hlala phantsi. [Sit down.] Can we continue? Hon Twala.

Mr D L TWALA: Thank you, Chair. The detectives, as has been alluded to, hon Chair, reflect a very challenging state within the Police Service. This reflects itself in the quality of cases that are brought before courts.

There has been a programme from 2010 to upskill the detectives with a view to improve the quality of their work. However, it does not seem to reflect itself in the product that ends up in courts. Does this budget also talk to that aspect? Thanks.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF POLICE: Chairperson, I am going to respond to that question, but I must indicate that the Department of Police was at the portfolio committee meeting yesterday. I think members missed that opportunity of asking directly from the department themselves. However, I am going to say to the member, from the 2011-12 financial year, I think former Minister Mthethwa dedicated that year to being the year of detectives. It’s then when we started to attend to challenges that are being faced by the detectives. Training is continuous in the department in trying to assist the work of the detectives. I thank you.

Vote No 26 – Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries:

Ms Z JONGBLOED: Hon Minister, the DA is deeply concerned about the utter chaos ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon order, hon members!
Ms Z JONGBLOED: ... rising poverty and increasing unemployment in coastal fishing communities. Whilst acknowledging that this terrible mess is the legacy of your predecessor, the hon Tina Joemat-Pettersson, I would like to know how you, as the responsible Minister now, are going to fix the crisis. Thank you.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO, AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Enkosi Somlomo. Kuyadanisa ukuphawula ukuba iDA inengxaki yokungawuqondi umcimbi wentlupheko. Intlupheko ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Thank you, Speaker. It is disappointing to note that the DA has a problem in that it does not understand the question of poverty. Poverty ...]

... is not only limited to fishing communities. Smallholder farmers make up only 1% of farming in the Western Cape. The old system of paying people by giving them liquor still exists in the Western Cape. [Interjections.] It is a shame that the DA does not see that as a problem but chooses to be selective in dealing with issues.

Ngelishwa ke ukuba umntu ukhetha izaculu xa exhela, angayilahla inyama ebalulekileyo ityiwe zizinja. Inyani icacile ukuba iDA kufuneka ifunde into yokuba kungani na eNtshona Koloni abantu behlawulwa nge-dop system le yayisetyenziwa ngexesha lobukhoboka. Abantu abantsundu basakhala nanamhlanje. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[Unfortunately, if one gets too choosy when dealing with issues, one might miss out on quite a lot of the important stuff. The truth is that the DA has to learn why in the Western Cape the dop system, which was used during the times of slavery, is still being used. Black people are still complaining even today.] 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Sorry, with respect, Chair, the answer from the Minister bears no resemblance whatsoever or connection with the question that was asked. [Interjections.] He has come here and rambled on about something that is entirely irrelevant to the question. Can he please answer the question that was put to him?

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO, AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Ngelishwa ke, xa uphendula umbuzo, uphendula olu hlobo uwuve ngalo kuba nombuzo obubuzwa awungqamananga nengxoxo yanamhlanje,unamabatha nezigweqe. Loo nto ke ayisoze ikwazi ukuba ngumkhombandlela kuba uphendula ulandela umbuzo. Lilishwa ke ukuba ndiphaka ngembiza enkulu ebangela ukuba wena ungafikeleli, awusoze uncedwe ndim. Enkosi. [Kwaqhwatywa.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Unfortunately, when you answer a question you answer according to the manner in which you understood the question because even this question is not related to today’s topic; it has side issues. What you are saying cannot be the guiding principle because one answers in accordance with the question. Unfortunately, if I dish up more than your stomach can handle, I cannot help you. Thank you. [Applause.]]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Chairperson, on a point of order: Are you comfortable with accepting the fact that the member asked a question? It did not get answered and you are happy to proceed? [Interjections.] We don’t mind the half answer. I mean, we will take what we can get but that was no answer.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): The hon Minister has answered, hon Steenhuisen. Hon Hlengwa.
Mr M HLENGWA: House Chair, Minister, much of the adjustments actually relates to the issue of food security and economic development, and so on. I think, in light of the fact that the Human Sciences Research Council indicates that two out of four households in South Africa are food-insecure and that food security has since gone down to 45,6%, there is a problem around food security.

Therefore, the question is, Minister, ahead of all these adjustments, what are the first priorities for you to ensure that you farm the land, particularly in rural areas, to ensure that our people actually get the food that they need because this seems to be a growing problem now, which is bound to be a national crisis.

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Thank you very much. I would agree with you that, given the recent studies, food insecurity is really a problem in South Africa. We are dealing with provinces to ensure that all the funding available is spent accordingly. We have met with the Department of Land Reform and agreed that we will work together to ensure that available funds are spent accordingly. It is the challenge that all of us must face to make sure that we improve food security, promoting people planting vegetables in their gardens. People must not be cost takers because when food prices go up, people are not able to buy. 

Ngelishwa ke abathetha emacaleni bengakhange babuze umbuzo abasoze bafumane impendulo kum. Ndiphendula ondibuzileyo kuphela. Amaphupha kanoNqawuse awazange ancede ngaphambili, nakwixesha elizayo kuza kuba njalo. Kungoko ke uMqhayi esithi, “bayanyalasa abangenambeko, bangahloniphi nabantu abadala kuba kambe kakade abalazi ikamva labo”. Andibhekisi mntwini koko ndicaphula kwimbongi yesizwe, ndingasayi kuphendula mntu ngaloo ndaba leyo enkosi. [Uwelewele.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[Unfortunately for those who speak on the sidelines without asking me a question, they are not going to get any reply from me. I only provide a reply to those that have asked me a question. Nongqawuse’s pipe dreams never materialised before and will never materialise in future. That is why Mqhayi says, “The disrespectful walk about nonchalantly, showing no respect to the elderly because indeed they do not know what the future holds for them”. I am not referring to anyone but just quoting a national poet and I am not going to respond to anyone on that issue. Thank you. [Interjections.]]

Mr M S MBATHA: Chair, on a point of order ... The point of order, hon Chair, is that ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon members, I cannot hear what the member is saying. [Interjections.]

Mr M S MBATHA: ... the Minister has been asked a question. It would be appreciated if the Minister could just answer the question and not go to town and say all sorts of c**p because we are really not interested. [Interjections.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Thank you very much, Chair. I’m sorry it is late but we really can’t let this slide because it goes to the heart of parliamentary accountability. The Minister can’t choose to not answer questions because he thinks that he is being disrespected.

He has a duty as a member of the executive to answer questions in this House. If he is going to treat this House with such disdain, then he must not come and complain about the way he is treated outside of the House. He is not answering the question. He is filling up his time with irrelevance and a repetition of the same old hackneyed line. It just won’t wash. He must answer the question.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank, you hon member. Hon Minister ... [Interjections.] No, you don’t have to respond. Just answer the questions and you don’t have to respond. [Interjections.]

Hon Mbatha, can you please withdraw the word ``c**p’’. [Interjections.]

Mr M S MBATHA: Hon Chair, I withdraw unconditionally. I apologise.

Mntu omdala, kodwa nawe mani, heyi! yibambe. [As an elder, please hold your horses, man!] [Laughter.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Sorry, Chair.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): We have ruled, hon Steenhuisen.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: The questions that have been put to the hon Minister, he has not answered. Can you ask him if he is not capable of answering the questions? Can he please tell us that? [Interjections.]
The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): I think the point of order was that ... hon members! Hon Nkomo, please take your seat ... the hon Mbatha was asking the Minister to answer the question and not go beyond. Therefore, that is what I ruled on. That was the two questions. 

Therefore, the third question is now from the hon Carter and the Minister has been told. He answers the question and that is it. I recognise the hon Carter.

Ms D CARTER: Thank you, Chair. I have been partially covered by the question but I would like to extend it a little bit further. Our population is currently growing at nearly 2% per year and now stands at over 50 million. Food production has to double in order for us to feed the expanding population that we have got.

Analysts have noted recently that there has been a dramatic increase especially in the use of poultry, as well as eggs. We, as government and as the department, need to try and see how we can build that. However, hon Minister, we have a challenge. What are we going to do, for example, about the 1 million chickens that are imported into this country every day at a fraction of the cost of what it is costing our local farmers? We cannot allow it. I’m sure that the hon Minister will agree that we are going to destroy our poultry industry, as we destroyed the cotton industry in this country and as we are currently starting to destroy the potato industry.

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: I agree with you in terms of the challenges we are having with the dumping of chicken products in our country. I also agree with you on the challenges we are facing. We are having meetings with the farmers as well as the poultry producers to find ways we can improve our productivity.

However, of course, without markets that is difficult. We will be presenting very soon the Agriculture Policy Action Plan, Apap, in which we will be looking at agro-processing so that we can do value addition to ensure that we can augment and make sure that our products reach the markets.

I share your sentiments: Without us working together with the farmers and smallholder farmers to ensure that we protect our own economy from other products, we will not win. It is a battle we are all taking up. The Department of Trade and Industry is working with us to make sure that we don’t allow those things to happen. I agree with you that this is a challenge we are faced with and we are handling it.
Mnr B D JOSEPH: Wat is die departement se plan om die herverdeling van vrugbare landbougrond, in samewerking met sy sustersdepartement, te bespoedig en, meer spesifiek, swart entrepreneurs en eerste toetreders tot landbou en die ontvangers van die vrugbare landbougrond met die nodige opleiding te bemagtig om die landbougrond doeltreffend te kan bestuur? (Translation of Afrikaans paragraph follows.)

[Mr B D JOSEPH: What is the department’s plan to speed up the redistribution of fertile agricultural land, in collaboration with its sister department and, more specifically, to empower black entrepreneurs and first entrants into agriculture and the beneficiaries of  fertile agricultural land with the necessary training to effectively manage the agricultural land?]

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: I have said that we are working with the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform to make sure that when people are given land, there is no time lag between when land is transferred and when our people come in terms of assisting them with technical know-how as well as other forms of assistance. We are dealing with that matter; we are working together sitting in the same Minimecs.
We have reported this in our portfolio committee in which you serve. It is an issue we want to deal with to make sure that no land is handed over to communities after which it is not utilised. I can assure you that, from now on - as we showed when we were handing over land and projects in Msinga a week ago - we are together in order to improve and to make sure that the irrigation systems are put in place. We will also make sure that they are sustained and maintained. 

Nk H O MAXON: Ngiyabonga Sihlalo, Ngqongqoshe zithini izinhlelo zakho zoMnyango zokulekelela abantu le phansi njengoba amathuba omsebenzi entulekile? Uya kanjani ebantwini ukuthi ubaqeqeshe ubasuse phansi bakwazi ukuba ngabalimi baphinde balime? Awubonakali Ngqongqoshe le phansi ebantwini, awukho. Njengoba sazi kahle ukuthi ukuphuya budlalubi uMnyango wakho awuqale unobakale noMnyango kaGugile Nkwinti. Ameni.(Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Ms H O MAXON: Thank you, Chairperson. Minister, what are your department’s plans with regard to assisting the people at grassroots level considering that job opportunities are scarce? How do you go to the people to train them from the ground up into becoming farmers, as well as being able to farm? You are not visible at grassroots level, Minister, you are not there. As we know very well that poverty is at its highest level, your department should start working with Gugile Nkwinti’s department. Amen.]

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Noxa ndingavumelani nawe ukuba asibonakali, kodwa ndivumelana ukuba ukhona umngeni. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Although I do not agree with you that we are hardly seen in public, I agree with you on the point that there is a challenge.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Chair, on a point of order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Minister, please take your seat. There is a point of order.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Chairperson, the hon Gugile Nkwinti is an hon member of this House. Can the member please put that prefix before his name?

Ms H O MAXON: Thank you, hon Bheki. Hon Nkwinti.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Ndiphinde futhi ndibonise ukuba ukunabonakali andiqondi ukuba yeyona ndlela etolika umsebenzi wethu. Kwiveki ephelileyo ndixeleli ukuba bekuphehlelelwa iiprokthi ezintathu eMsinga. Ewe, ndiyavumelana nawe ukuba ingxaki inkulu kwaye yandile. Ukuba ungaya eLimpopo kwezinye iingingqi, uyakufumanisa ukuba abantu siyabancedisa ngokuthi sibaqeqeshe, sibanike nezityalo ukuqinisekisa ukuba bafumana izakhona ezi uthetha ngazo. Kodwa ke, ingxaki enje ngaleyo ifuna thina sonke singaleqani ngamazwi sibe siheshana koko sisebenzisane ukuze sincome xa kwenzeke into entle, sigxeke xa ingenzekanga. Ndifuna ukuthi ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Again let me point out that I do not think that not being seen in public is a reflection of our work. Last week, three projects were launched in Msinga. Yes, I agree with you that the problem is huge and is spreading. If you go to certain districts of Limpopo, you will find that we assist people by providing them with training and with plants to make sure that they get the skills you are talking about. However, a problem such as this one requires that we all work together and stop the war of words, and give praise where praise is due and criticise where necessary. I want to say the ...]
... Departments of Rural Development and Land Reform and of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries are working together ...

... ukubona ukuba abantu bakuthi banikwa izakhono. Umzekelo, sizame ukubona ukuba kwicala lokufuywa kwezilwanyana sibanika amachiza, sithumela oogqirha bezilwanyana, sinabo noomahamba nandlwana ukuqinisekisa ukuba akukho nkomo ifayo ngenxa yenyongo. Ngumesebenzi ke lowo siyaqhuba. 

Asisayi kuthi kuba wena usithi asisebenzi kakade ndiyathemba ukuba naje ngamaqabane aququzelela ukhankaso awungeze usincome kuba ngelishwa oko kungeza ukuba kuthunte ezakho iivoti kwilanga elizayo kodwa ndivumelana nawe ukuba umsebenzi mkhulu. Ukungandiboni oku ndiqinisekile kwiveki elandelayo ndiya kumema ndihambe nawe xa ndisiya eLimpopo ndiyokuphehlelela isityalo esiza kwenza ukuba umbona ukhule ngaphandle kwamanzi. Enkosi. Ngumsebenzi lowo, siyaqhuba siyahamba. [Kwaqhwatywa.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[... to see to it that our people get skills. For instance, we have tried to make sure that with regard to animal husbandry, we provide them with vaccines and mobile veterinary clinics with surgeons to make sure that no livestock dies due to the gall sickness. That is work, and we are moving forward.
We are not going to agree with your assertion that we are not working because as a comrade competing with us for votes you are not going to praise us for doing a good job, as this would unfortunately cost you votes the next day, but I agree with you that a lot still needs to be done. Because you say you do not see me on the ground, I am inviting you to join me next week as I will be travelling to Limpopo to launch a plant that will enable maize to grow without being irrigated. Thank you. That is work; we are moving forward. [Applause.]]

Prof N M KHUBISA: Chairperson, hon Minister, one of the vexing and perennial problems, especially in the rural areas, is the absence of agricultural officers. Agricultural officers play a very pivotal role in assisting emerging black farmers. Now, to some extent, they are no longer seen. That causes huge problems. What is the department doing to ensure that there are agricultural officers in the rural areas? Thank you.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Ndiyabulela, kodwa nalapho mhlawumbi amahlelo wethu wokuba urhulumente wenza ntoni na asiwafumani kakuhle. Sinenkqubo ngoku ethi umntu owenze isidanga iminyaka emithathu kwisebe lezolimo, simnika unyaka wesine abe yi-qualified extension officer ukuqinisekisa ukuba ukhona umntu ojonga abalimi xa belima. Ndingqinelana kakhulu unyanisile, ngaphandle kwalaa magosa.

Abantu abasayi kuphumelela. Kodwa ke ininzi imali echithwayo. IKwaZulu-Natala iyodwa iye yaphumelelisa abantwana abanga-78 kunyaka ophelileyo. Sizama ukubona ukuba xa kukho umsebenzi owenziwayo ukhona umntu ojongayo kwezemfuyo, kwezolimo nakwezentlanzi. Loo nto siyayenza kwaye iyaqhubeka. Ndinethemba lokuba ukuba ungaphandle ungandikrweca ndakunika amanani, Nkosi yam. kodwa andali yinyani ukuba kwiminyaka edlulie besilela kodwa ngoku sivukile siyibonile ingxaki singenile phezu kwayo. Enkosi. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Thank you, but it could be that government programmes are not properly communicated. We now have a programme in the department in terms of which a person who has attained a three-year degree in agriculture can become a qualified extension officer in the fourth year so as to make sure that farmers are supervised. I agree with you, without these officers people would not succeed. 

A lot of money is being spent on this. KwaZulu-Natal alone had 78 graduates last year. We are trying to see to it that when there is work to be done in farming, agriculture and fisheries, there is always someone to supervise it. That is happening. If you ask me for the figures when we meet outside the House, I can provide them, chief. I agree it is true that in the past few months we lagged behind, but now we are on top of the situation. Thank you.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): I just want to indicate to the hon members of the EFF that your time has expired. Hon Mncwabe, you have 30 seconds.

Mnu S C MNCWABE: Ngiyabonga Sihlalo, Cha Mhlonishwa ngifuna ukuzwa eMnyangweni wakho ukuthi malini noma unalo uhlobo lwemali oyibeke ecaleni ukuheha abantu abasha ukuthi bangene kwezolimo? Ngoba kubukeka ngazuthi emphakathini ezolimo ezabantu abasebethathe nje impesheni yibona okufanele bajove izinkomo futhi bahlakule. Nhlelo zini onazo zokuheha abantu abasha ukuthi babone amathuba emisebenzi kwezolimo. Ngiyabonga. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Mr S C MNCWABE: Thank you, Chairperson. No, hon member, I just want to hear from your department if funds have been set aside in order to attract young people to farming? Because in our communities it seems as if farming is for those who are on pension and as though they are the ones who should inject the cattle and hoe out weeds. What plans do you have in order to attract young people to seeing opportunities in farming? Thank you.]

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO, AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Sihlalo, ngelinye ixesha izinto ezenziwa ngurhulumente asiziboni. Xa besiphehlelela usuku lokubona ukuba abantu banako ukutya eLimpopo, besibize nkqu naba badlala kumabonakude zizama ukutsala ulutsha. Ndingatsho kuwe ndithi ulutsha luninzi ekulimeni. ELimpopo ndihambele iindawo ezininzi kakhulu ezifana neeMafefe, Vhembe, naseMpuma Koloni kwaye ndisuka khona. Ulutsha lunawo umdla. Ewe, yinyani into yokuba asikafikeleli ncam ukuba sithi wonke umntu uyangena kodwa ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: Chairperson, sometimes we do not see the things being done by government. When we launched the food security day in Limpopo we even invited celebrities with the aim to attract the youth. I can tell you that we now have big numbers of young people involved in agriculture. I visited many areas, such as Mafefe and Vhembe in Limpopo, and in the Eastern Cape. The youth do have interest in agriculture. Yes, we have not reached a stage where we can say that we have reached everybody but ...]
... in our programmes we make sure that the youth are part of agriculture, and they are part already. That is why through these actors we want to lure the youth to know that agriculture is cool. You can be cool in agriculture in a green overall. You can change what our country looks like in a green overall. You can feed the nation in a green overall. You can bring hope to people and you can feed the people. Join us, together with you we will change this country. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

Mr M L W FILTANE: Chairperson, Minister, agricultural colleges produce graduates every year. 

Zininzi noko ngoku. [There are many of them now.]

What grand plan have you got for absorbing these graduates when they leave school? There are many of them. A grand plan - a meaningful and concrete plan. Thank you.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOLIMO, AMAHLATHI NEZOKULOBA: Ndigqiba ukuphendula umbuzo ofana nalo owubuzayo othi abanye baba bantu bakuthi benza isidanga seminyaka emithathu ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: I just answered a question similar to the one you are asking now, to the effect that some of our people pursue a three-year degree ...]

... to qualify as an extension officer. One needs to have 4 years experience. We have made funds available to make sure that those who have done a 3-year course can go back to do the fourth year. However, besides that, we have engaged the sectors to say that, when these people finish their schooling, take them on to make sure that they get the experience.

I can assure you that there is buy-in across different major unions. Agri-South Africa, AgriSA, has agreed that it will take them on and train them to give them the experience they need. We are engaging on that space. I believe that, very soon, we will be able to ensure that everybody who has done agriculture loves the green overall because, through it, we can produce more food. Thank you very much.

Vote No 27 – Communications:

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Khawula, did you press for the previous ... 
... bewucindezela ukukhuluma ngevoti elindlule? Manje sikhuluma ngezokuxhumana. 

Nks M S KHAWULA: Sihlalo, owami umbuzo uqondiswe kuNgqongqoshe ohlezi la. Nampa abantu khona KwaZulu-Natali bayabhubha badlala umuntu ebalimisa emhlabeni wakhe. Abatholi ukuthi ama-10% asho ukuthini. (Translation of isiZulu paragraphs follows.)

[... did you press for the previous Vote? We are talking about communication now.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Chairperson, my question is directed at the Minister who is sitting here. There are people in KwaZulu-Natal who are perishing for they are fooled by someone who makes them plough his land. They don’t understand what 10% means.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): There’s no Deputy Minister ... [Interjections.] Hon Khawula, please take your seat.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Lalelani. Lalelani. [Listen here, listen here.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Khawula, please take your seat.
Ms M S KHAWULA: Awubakhuze phela. [Call them to order.] [Laughter.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hlala phansi ngikwazi ukubakhuza. Mhlonishwa uKhawula ... [Take a seat so that I can call them to order. Hon Khawula ...]

Ms M S KHAWULA: Ziyabheda lezi zingane.[These children are talking nonsense.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Mhlonishwa uKhawula, sithe kungakhonjwana. [Hon Khawula, we said we should refrain from pointing at one another.]

Ms M S KHAWULA: Bakhuze kuqala. [Call them to order first.] 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Khuzekani zingane. [Behave, children.]

Ms L A MNGANGA-GCABASHE: Hon Chairperson, on a point of order: Firstly, the one minute of the EFF’s time expired long ago. You ruled on that and the member stood up and talked. Secondly ...

... akuna zingane la kunamalungu ahloniphekile. [... there are no children here, only hon members.]

Can you please ask the member to withdraw? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Khawula.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Sihlalo, uyazi lo ukuthi silwa yiphi impi. [Chairperson, this one knows why we are fighting.] [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Cha, hhayi “lo”. [No, not “this one”.]

Ms M S KHAWULA: Angayisusi KwaZulu azoyilwa nami la. [She must not carry issues from KwaZulu to fight about them with me here.] [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Mhloniswa uKhawula, akushiwo ukuthi “lo”, ithi lungu elihloniphekile. [Hon Khawula, you are not supposed to say “this one”, “say the hon member”.]

Ms M S KHAWULA: Bengithi ngiyakwazisa ngoba akabakhuzi abakubo. Angasuki e-KZN azolwa impi la. [I was informing you because she doesn’t call her party members to order. She mustn’t bring issues from KZN to fight them here.] [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Mhlonishwa Khawula, ngicela uhoxise. [Hon Khawula, I am asking you to withdraw, please.] [Interjections.]

Ms M S KHAWULA: Uzomkhuza? [Will you call her to order?]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Yebo. Ngicela uhoxise, mama. [Yes. I am asking you to withdraw, please, ma’am.] 

Nks M S KHAWULA: Ngiyaxolisa, kodwa le ngane ingasuki e-KZN nempi yayo ngoba ikhona futhi ngiyayazi, bese izoyilwa la ePhalamende. Mkhuze. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Ms M S KHAWULA: I apologise, but this child shouldn’t come with her issues that I know about from KwaZulu-Natal, to fight about them here in Parliament. Call her to order.] 

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Nks L M Maseko): Lungu elihloniphekile, Khawula. Cha, ngicela ukhuzeke. Khuzeka, lungu elihloniphekile. Mhlonishwa uKhawula. Mhlonishwa uKhawula ... [Ubuwelewele.] (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon member, Khawula. I am asking you to be disciplined, please. Be disciplined, hon member. Hon Khawula. Hon Khawula ... [Interjections.]]

An HON MEMBER: Ngicabanga ukuthi bayamthulisa. Cha, bayamkhuza. [I think that they are calming her down. Yes, they are calming her down.]  

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Ngicela sidlule, malungu ahloniphekile. [May we please proceed, hon members.]

Hon members, can I have your attention? I said that I think hon Khawula spoke on the first issue. I wanted to know whether she had pressed her button on the previous debate, on the previous order or on this vote. That was it. It was pointed out that she was talking to the previous order. [Interjections.] [Laughter.] 

Order, hon members, order! I also want to ... Hon members, Ministers and Deputy Ministers ... lawulekani! [please behave] On the issue of Ministers and Deputy Ministers answering questions, I cannot prescribe how they should answer or how they should respond to questions, but I can appeal to all members, including the executive, to assist the House in meaningfully dispensing with its business. So, we urge members to do the same. Thank you very much.

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Hon Chairperson, my question is to the Minister of Telecommunications. What plans are in place – taking into consideration the fact that there are more than 59 million cellphones in South Africa – to work on the production and invention of a local cellphone, particularly in the interest of the reduction of the costs to communicate and also taking into consideration that there are more than 5,2 million ... 

Given the projections moving forward, what steps are in place to produce set-top boxes locally, both as a plan for industrialisation and the provision of jobs? What plans are in place for the Minister to localise production on these two items? Thank you very much.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, hon Ndlozi. I just want to indicate that the hon Minister is not here, and we will pass the question on to her. 

Vote No 28 – Economic Development:
Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chair, in the Budget Vote there was an indication that the development finance components of the Economic Development department are going to be shifted to the Department of Small Business Development. Logically, industrial development zones are supposed to be under the Department of Trade and Industry, as should the Competition Commission and the trade investment entity that is within the Economic Development department. 

What then is the relevance of the Economic Development department when it is being decapitated in the manner in which it is happening now? Really, I think the Minister over there can be deployed to be the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Finance because he is relatively literate when it comes to Treasury issues, unlike those who are there now. I think that should be one of the things that must be looked into. Thank you very much. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Can I request hon members to converse quietly because I cannot hear. Thank you very much. 

The MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Hon Chair, I don’t think it was a question; I think it was a comment. However, although we heard earlier that the EFF sees itself as a government in waiting, I think it will have to wait very long. Perhaps one day it will have an opportunity to constitute Cabinet. In the meantime, that is the prerogative of the ANC. Thank you. [Applause.]

Vote No 29 — Energy:

Ms E N LOUW: Thank you, Chairperson. Welcome back, Minister. We haven’t seen you in the House for quite some time. 

I would just like to find out how are you going to ensure that the political unrest in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, DRC, doesn’t have an influence on the Grand Inga Treaty and that the project is running on schedule, because you don’t have a good track record in agriculture where you come from. How are you going to ensure that this project does succeed? Thank you. 

The MINISTER OF ENERGY: Hon Chairperson, the budget for the Grand Inga project is not a South African budget but it belongs to the DRC. So, I do not understand why the budget of the Grand Inga project should be discussed in this House. You will never find energy security in our country if I sit the whole day and every day in Parliament. [Interjections.]
Mr L W GREYLING: I am glad to finally see the Minister in this House. It is clear that she is more interested in signing secret nuclear deals with Russia than she is in solving our present energy crisis. 

Firstly, in that regard, Minister, when will the Integrated Resource Plan, IRP, update finally be adopted by Cabinet, or are we abandoning all rational energy modelling to push through this nuclear programme? 

Secondly, why have you seen fit to appoint an alleged fraudster to chair PetroSA and will you reverse this decision, particularly given his thuggish behaviour at Business Day yesterday? 

Thirdly, when will you bring the long-awaited Independent System and Market Operator, Ismo, Bill to this House? When will the Gas Utilisation Master Plan, Gump, finally be released, and when will you bring financial closure to the third round of the renewable energy programme which has been delayed for over four months? 

The MINISTER OF ENERGY: Hon Chairperson, the Nuclear Act was promulgated in this House in 1999. It was prepared under the Government of National Unity, under the leadership of Minister Pik Botha, while the nuclear policy of this country was prepared and passed by Minister Sonjica.

The Integrated Resource Plan which was passed by Cabinet, and endorsed by Cabinet and Parliament, says that there will be 9 600 megawatts of nuclear energy. The election manifesto of the ruling party says that we will have nuclear energy. The National Development Plan implores me to examine nuclear energy. In the state of the nation address the President announced that we will have nuclear energy. I am implementing those directives. 

If you have a phobia over agreements – a Russian agreement in particular – have a bit of patience. Once we have all the agreements signed you will receive it, but since you are so obsessed with Russia, I could arrange a trip for you to Russia. [Applause.] [Interjections.] 

Energy security is state security. We have been running a state- of-the-art, world-class nuclear centre in the Western Cape, in South Africa, for the past 30 years at Koeberg – 30 years. If you do not want nuclear energy, we could close Koeberg and 20% of the Western Cape’s energy will disappear. We will take away 20% of the Western Cape’s energy. You are extremely correct in saying that we must take decisions. We will take decisions and the current decision that we will take is that the Independent System and Market Operator Bill, in its current form, will not come to Parliament. It will be revised, so it will not come to Parliament. It cannot come to Parliament in its current form. 

The energy security for our country cannot be developed overnight. We have made certain commitments to meet certain deadlines. The President made those commitments in his state of the nation address. From now until the next state of the nation address, those plans will unfold and I will be prepared to give you that information as it unfolds. It includes having gas brought into our country. [Interjections.] That gas that you are complaining about could be given to me in the Department of Energy and I can use that gas for energy security. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Maxon, there are 28 seconds.

Ms H O MAXON: Minister, I am interested in your plans – together with Minister Lynne Brown – with regard to addressing this issue of load shedding. What measure do you have in place, because this crisis is affecting our people on the ground? Thank you. 

The MINISTER OF ENERGY: We do have a very well thought-out plan which we are consulting on. When we have consulted with the necessary private sector organisations, we will be able to come back to you. That includes consulting with you, the DA and the ... there’s no difference, so with all of you. I thank you.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chair, the Minister is deliberately saying that there is no difference. I think she must withdraw that statement. We don’t want to waste time. Let her just withdraw what she said and we can take it further. 

The MINISTER OF ENERGY: I withdraw. 

Ms E N LOUW: Chairperson, I think the Minister never answered the question around PetroSA. Can the Minister please answer that question? Why does she hire corrupt people? Let her answer that. Why is she running away? [Inaudible.] Let her answer it. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Louw, you have exhausted your ... [Interjections.] I did make a ruling with regard to the answers.

The MINISTER OF ENERGY: Hon Chairperson, I do not appoint the PetroSA board. The Central Energy Fund, CEF, appoints the PetroSA board. The board does not get appointed by Cabinet but it is appointed by the umbrella body — the holding body. I am glad that by now you have come to understand that Eskom reports to the Minister of Public Enterprises, so maybe in a few months you will also understand that there is a holding company and that Eskom is a subsidiary of that holding company. That holding company appoints the board. Thank you. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Thank you, hon Minister. Hon Chance, I just want to indicate that the DA’s time has been exhausted. 

Vote No 30 – Environmental Affairs: 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chairperson, the Minister of Environmental Affairs gave notice of the Integrated Industry Waste Tyre Management Plan, 2009, a programme run by the Recycling and Economic Development Initiative of South Africa, Redisa, about making sure that waste tyres should be reindustrialised and create jobs to make sure that we would not continue to import as many tyres as possible. 

I want to check what the progress is concerning that and how much money is allocated to that, because it looks like a few corrupt people have benefited out of the Redisa process without the achievement of the intended objectives of the Redisa. Can we please get an answer?

TONA YA TSA MERERO YA TIKOLOGO: Mme Modulasetilo, ke a leboga. Ke kopa gore ba ba sa nkutlweng ba beye dilo tsa go reetsa mo ditsebeng gonne ke tla bua Setswana. Sa ntlha ka re, tekanyetsokabo ya gompieno e re buwang ka yona fano, e tsamaisana le go tlhongwa ga kantoro ya rona e ntšhwa fa re ne re kopane. E tsenya gape tirisong ekonomi e ntšhwa ya tsa mawatle le go baakanya tse dingwe jaaka ditolamiso fale le fale.

Tekanyetsokabo ya rona ya Tlhakole mo ngwageng o re tswang mo go ona, e abetse madi mo dilong tse tsotlhe. Ga go na diphetogo mo go tsona. Ke ne ke re ke totobatse ntlha e gore re se ka ra dikopanya gonne gompieno re rerisana ka ntlha e le ngwe fela. Fa ke araba potso e e leng mo kabotekanyetsong e re setseng re e fetisitse ka re, ke nnete go na le lenaneo la go ntsha ditaere kwa mebileng le kwa ditirisong gore re tle re disile, re tswe gape re di dirise. E, ke engwe ya bontlha bongwe jwa moedi wa leswe o re nang le ona. 

Re simolotse ka dipolasetiki, ga latela ka dithaere, ga jaana re mo dieleketroniking mme re tswelela go ya go tsona tsotlhe jaaka mabokoso le mabotlolo. Mo ngwageng e e fetileng, ka yona nako e, Ntlo eno e fetisitse molao o o dirang gore leswe le nne le boleng. Go fetisiwa ga molao o, go dirile gore re tlhamalatse moedi wa rona wa leswe. Ke tlhagisa seno go utlwagatsa gore re batla go dira ikonomi ya tsa tirisosešwa.

Ikonomi ya tsa tirisosešwa ga e tlhomelwe gore e fiwe batho ba ba rileng. Ke ikonomi e e tla tswelang batho botlhe mosola ebile e tla tlhola ditiro. Batho ba go buiwang ka bona gore ba dira bosenyi, ke tla kopa gore maina a bona a tswe. Nna ke na le mokgwa wa gore fa ke tota motho, ke be ke na le leina la gagwe. Ga ke dirise se ke utlwileng batho ba bua ka sona ebile ga ke latele ditshebo, ke batla leina la motho yoo, a letswe gore re le itse.

Tirelo e, e tla lokolola batho ba rona mo bokgobeng ebile e tla tswela naga ya rona mosola o mogolo gonne re setse re siamisitse molao mo ngwageng e e fetileng.  A re e amogeleng e le jalo gape re e rotloetse. Nna ka re, batho ba bašwa ba kae, ba batla tsenang mo ditirelong tse? Ke a leboga. (Translation of Setswana paragraphs follows.)

[The MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS: Madam Chairperson, I would like to ask those who cannot hear me to put on their headphones because I am going to speak Setswana. Firstly, I would say that the Budget Vote that we are talking about today aligns itself with the establishment of our new office, as well as putting in use a new marine economy and preparing its regulation processes.

Our Budget Vote for February last year, allocated funds to all the things without any changes. I wanted to confirm that fact so that we do not confuse them because today we are concerned about only one matter. In response to the question on the Budget Vote that we have already discussed, I have said that it is true that there is a programme aimed at removing tyres on the roads for recycling. This is a part of the source of the pollution that we have. 

We started with plastics, followed by tyres, and now we are on electronics; and we are continuing with cardboard and bottles. In the previous year, at exactly the same time as this one, this House passed an Act that would ensure that pollution does have value. The passing of this Act has helped us to ensure that our pollution channels are efficient. I am highlighting this because we want to create a recycling economy. 
The recycling economy is not being established so as to benefit certain people. It is an economy that would benefit all people as well as create jobs. I would like to get the names of the people who are mentioned as being corrupt. I prefer to confront a culprit with concrete details and not rely on hearsay.

This service will take our people away from slavery; it will benefit our country as a whole since we have already amended that Act last year. What I am asking is where is our youth - those who would partake in rendering these services? Thank you.]

Vote No 31 - Human Settlements: 

Mr K P SITHOLE: Hon Chairperson, the Auditor-General found that the Department of Human Settlements has underspent. I want to find out about the programme, the plan and the system that the department has in order to avoid this underspending in the future.

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: Hon Sithole, we had an opportunity over a number of times to explain to the portfolio committee what our plans for the next year are, and how we intend to spend that money. But, pivotally, we have indicated that we are now going into megaprojects which will be managed at the three spheres of government, so that we are able to ensure that there is central control of all the projects and, therefore, we hope that there won’t be any underspending.

There has been a great deal of underspending in some of the metros, notably the Western Cape province in the City of Cape Town, the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality and a number of other municipalities. We want to make sure that where we give them any resources, it will be under the control of the national government. We therefore hope that in future we will not have that underspending.

Nks H O MAXON: Sihlalo, Ngqongqoshe Wezezindlu ngithunywe umphakathi waseMawoti, eNanda, kuWadi 53. Uthi usuhlale kuleya ndawo iminyaka engaphezu kwengama-33; akukho zinhlelo ezibekiwe, akukho lutho. Uthi kuyoze kube nini unethwa, kuyoze kube nini udlala izigebengu ezisuka la zone khona zizocasha eMawoti? Uthe nje umphakathi angibuze lokho kuNgqongqoshe. Ngiyabonga. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Ms H O MAXON: Chairperson, Minister of Human Settlements, I have been sent by the community of Mawoti, at Inanda, in Ward 53. They are saying they have stayed in that place for more than 33 years; there are no programmes in place, there is nothing. They are asking how long will it take for them to be rained on, how long must they fall victim to the thugs that commit crime elsewhere and come and hide at Mawoti? The community said I must ask the Minister that. Thank you.]

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: Hon Chair, could the hon members please allow me to answer the question? Each of us here represents a constituency, whatever that constituency may be, and I believe that we can work together towards making sure that that constituency is looked after. 

The constituency of Inanda will probably fall under yourself, and I would expect you to work together with the Department of Human Settlements to assist them to get out of that plight. It is your responsibility, hon member, to approach my office to make sure that we can assist the people of Inanda. You have the responsibility to get them out and I am here to help you get them out of that plight. Thank you. [Applause.]

Mr G A GARDEE: Thank you, in view of the huge rollovers by provincial government on the housing assistance facility for the poor, hon Minister, what is the plan of the department to eradicate informal settlements and shack-dwellers’ residential areas, 20 years into democracy? Maybe you can also tell us about the military veterans housing ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon Gardee, hon Gardee!

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: You are now taking a chance in putting the two together. Military veterans are a priority for me, full stop.

But, with regard to the other matter, it is going to take us some time to get rid of all the informal settlements. Fifteen per cent of the population of this country live in informal settlements, and it is growing. We’ve built 3,7 million houses, but we have a very definite stagnant 15% because of the levels of urbanisation. So, it is going to take us some time to get out of this situation. 

What we’re doing is offering a whole range of opportunities for people, especially people that would be attached to you, to make them understand that it is their responsibility to help themselves out of the informal settlements. We will provide them with the subsidy; we will provide them with the land, and you can lead them. 
Instead of occupying other people’s land, you can help them build their own houses. If this is a commitment I can get from you then I will not be running after you invading other people’s land. I will be making sure that you are productively employed to provide houses for those people in the informal settlements that fall under your jurisdiction. Thank you. [Applause.]

Ms T E BAKER: Hon Chairperson, concerning the R300 million, Minister, which has been taken from Limpopo due to their inability to spend the allocated budget, and transferred to the Eastern Cape, what measures have been put in place to ensure that the Eastern Cape province will have the capacity to spend this money without further compounding the problem which already exists with their poor service delivery and their underspending, which is already there, particularly with regard to the Rural Infrastructure Grant, RIG? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: We have an agreement with the Treasury, through our division of revenue, that if there is underspending in any province - such as there is in Limpopo, because of the administration there - we would be able to take it and put it to better use in other provinces. First, we assess the ability of that particular province to absorb that money and use it, and we give it additional assistance in the form of the Housing Development Agency, HDA, and any other assistance that might be necessary to make sure that the money would be used. That’s what we have done in the Eastern Cape. 

We’ve assessed their needs and they’ve requested the money. In fact, they are on the verge of overspending it because of the huge projects that they have in Zanemvula, which is in the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality; also in Butterworth and other places. So, the assessment has been made. We’ve put in place assistance for them and we are quite certain that the money that has been transferred to them will be used. If it is not used in the third quarter, then we will put it into another province that is better able to use it.

Vote No 32 – Mineral Resources:

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chairperson, let me first welcome you as the new Chair.

Both the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act and the amending Bill, in section 26(3), state that:

Any person who intends to beneficiate any mineral mined in the Republic outside the Republic may only do so after written notice and in consultation with the Minister. 

Is there any plan or compliance by the mining companies writing to the Minister for them to export our mineral resources? We’ve been asking this question for a very long time. Can we please get a concrete answer, not snide remarks or any of the other things that happen here, please!

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES: Hon Chairperson, the answer is yes, there is compliance by the companies. But I think the matter that is coming to the fore from time to time is why South Africa is not beneficiating to the extent that the law requires. The amending Bill that is still with the President is trying to deal with the matter that is raised in the market about pricing. One of the major constraints is the developmental pricing of the minerals that has got to be beneficiated in the country. Thank you.

Vote No 33 – Rural Development and Land Reform:

Mr J A MNGXITAMA: Hon House Chair, the willing-buyer, willing-seller policy is unaffordable and unworkable. If we take just one aspect of land reform – restitution - the Auditor-General said that for approved projects, some of which are 16 years old, you need R4 billion, which you do not have.

You do not have money for current projects and/or you know that after opening the restitution process you are expecting about 40 000 more land claims. So, you do not have the money. Even if you wanted to pay, you do not have that money. The question then becomes, why don’t we move away from buying back this land? On the matter of restitution also, it is within living memory that people have been dispossessed. We know that and we can verify that this is stolen land.

There is a solution. You do not have a solution, a plan and money. Let us expropriate this land without compensation and solve the problem.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOPHUHLISO LWAMAPHANDLE NOHLENGAHLENGISO LWEZOMHLABA: Sihlalo ohloniphekileyo, eli lungu, ohloniphekileyo uMngxitama, uyayazi kakuhle kwaye naye njengokuba ehleli phaya wafunga phantsi koMgaqo-siseko woMzantsi Afrika. Ekufungeni kwakhe uthe uMgaqo-siseko uza kuwuthobela. Ngoku uthi masiwophule uMgaqo-siseko lo ebewufungele. Yintetho nje le ayenzayo, uyaziqonda naye, kuba apha thina singurhulumente olawula ngoMthetho osekelwe kuMgaqo-siseko wesizwe. Awukho ke uMthetho ovula zibhuqe ngolu hlobo ohlononiphekileyo athetha ngalo. [Kwahlekwa.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND REFORM: Hon Chairperson, the member, hon Mngxitama, knows very well right where he is seated that he took the oath under the Constitution of South Africa. When he took the oath, he said he is going to respect the Constitution. But today he is saying that we must flout the very same Constitution. He cannot be serious, and he knows that too, because ours is the government that is ruled according to the law and the Constitution. There is no law that allows everybody to do as they please, according to the hon member. [Applause.]

Mr T C R WALTERS: Hon Chair, I come from a different ideological spectrum. I am a constitutional democrat and I support a free market economy, but hon Mngxitama’s question is still valid. What plan is in place to fund the outstanding land claims which are not provided for? What plans are in place; that question has not been answered.

Also, when will the land rights management facilities that are supposed to be dealing with providing the rights regime for farm workers who are often illegally evicted and which are supposed to mediate the situation with farmers, be funded properly? Thank you very much.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOPHUHLISO LWAMAPHANDLE NOHLENGAHLENGISO LWEZOMHLABA: Sihlalo ohloniphekileyo, elaa lungu libuza umbuzo ofanelekileyo. Ingxaki esinayo yeyokuba sixoxa namafama thina, abanini-mhlaba; sivane ngelinye ixesha singavani. Umbuzo lo ubuthetha ngemali ufanelekile. Imali yona ayisoze ibekhona ngokwaneleyo kuba nina malungu nicinga ukuba le nto yomhlaba yiprojekhthi. Sifika sohluke ke thina kuloo ndawo. Nina nithatha ukuba yiprojekhthi kuba kule minyaka mihlanu kufuneka imali ibekhona engange-R4 billion okanye nokuba yimalini na enithetha ngayo.

Kanti ke thina sithetha ngenkqubo yokubuyiswa komhlaba, ubuyiselwa ebantwini babo; into leyo eza kuthatha ithuba kuba ixhomekeke kuhlahlo-lwabiwo-mali olu luphunyezwa yile Ndlu yoMgaqo-siseko. Ngoko ke lo mbuzo ubuzwe ngaMalungu ePalamente uyandixaka mna kuba ayazi kanye ukuba siza kuwo sithi nanku umpoposho wolwabiwo-mali weli sebe likarhulumente we-ANC. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[The MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND REFORM: Hon Chairperson, that member is asking a relevant question. The problem that we have here is that we are having discussions with farmers, owners of the land; and we agree and sometimes disagree with each other. The question about money is also relevant. We will never have enough money because the members assume that the question of land is a project. That is where we differ. You assume that it is a project and that there be an amount of R4 billion in a period of five years or any other amount of money that you think of, whereas we are talking about the system of giving back the land to their rightful owners. That is not an easy task, it is going to take time because it is funded through the budget that is approved by this House. So, this question asked by these Members of Parliament is difficult for me because they know very well that we table the budget of the department of the government of the ANC for them.] 

Mr M HLENGWA: Hon Chair, hon Minister, much of the adjustments here speaks to economic development in rural areas and we are yet to find a concrete plan, a framework, in which we are operating to identify the niche market and the niche economic opportunities for these rural areas. The issue is that all economics and all businesses are local. So, what is it that will be at the forefront of identifying the viability of the areas and their strong points so that we can at least arrive at a point where even rural municipalities can begin to generate income through creating new economies in those municipalities? Thank you.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOPHUHLISO LWAMAPHANDLE NOHLENGAHLENGISO LWEZOMHLABA: Sihlalo ohloniphekileyo, akwaba ohloniphekileyo besimmemile kule veki iphelileyo ukuze abone le nto ayibuzayo isenzeka. Bekufuneka siye naye eMasomini kwaZulu-Natal phaya kwaNkosi uQwabe, akhe abone into eyenzeka phaya, into enkulu nentle. Le uMphathiswa ebethetha ngayo yaseMsinga idibanisa – kuluhlaza eMsinga, kulinyiwe. Xa besisiya phaya, sidibene nabo bekhwele kwiiveni ezimbini bephethe umbona oluhlaza; besingise emarikeni. Besibulisa nje baphethe izikhwebu zombona.

Phezulu eMsinga kukho abantu abafuye iibhokhwe zemveli. Ngoku bayakwazi ukuba bazithengise kuba sibenzele indawo yefandesi kuba saqala sayilinga saze sayibona ukuba iyasebenza. Kuyasetyenzwa phaya khanikhe nani niye phaya ukuze xa nixoxa apha kwiNdlu nithethe ngento eniyibonileyo. Enkosi. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

The MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND REFORM: Hon chairperson, I wish we had invited the hon member last week so that he could witness for himself the very same thing that he is asking about happening in front of our eyes. He was supposed to have gone with us when we visited Masomini in KwaZulu-Natal, in Chief Qwabe’s place, so that he could see what is happening there, what a great and awesome development it is. The one the hon Minister was referring to of Msinga, also included. There is progress in Msinga in terms of farming, the fields are green. On our way there, we met people driving in two bakkies and they had mielies with them, taking it to the market. They were showing off their mielies as they greeted us. 

In upper Msinga you will find people who are farming traditional goats. Today they manage to sell their goats because they have their place where they auction their goods. We have had a trial run first and noticed that it is productive. People are hard at work there; you must also go witness that so that when we are debating in this august House, we can debate on what everybody has seen. Thank you.]

Mr J A MNGXITAMA: Hon House Chair, on a point of order: This session is for us to ask questions and the hon Minister has not answered the question. So, basically, we are wasting our time. The hon Minister has been asked a very specific question, which he has not answered. He can say that he does not have an answer and we will be okay with that but he must answer the question. That question is simple, hon Chair: You do not have the R4 billion that the Auditor-General said you needed for the approved projects. Where are you going to get the R4 billion? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon Mngxitama, it is always preferable, when members stand up, that they cite the rule that they are standing up on. They must state which Rule they are using to stand up in the House. We must do that.

Mr M L W FILTANE: Hon House Chair, hon Minister, you and I know that I have put this question before but until now we are yet to get a satisfactory answer. I would imagine that between July and now you have applied your mind and perhaps you are ready to give us a more solid answer.

Do you have a concrete alternative plan for making sure that you will settle the outstanding claims for 1998 because the answer that we are getting - that the research is slow; it is not finalised - is not satisfactory. People continue to watch other people exploiting their land even though they have submitted the claims in time. They remain unhappy over the fact that their claims are not settled. What alternative plan do you have to help those poor citizens so that those claims can be finalised? Thank you.

UMPHATHISWA WEZOPHUHLISO LWAMAPHANDLE NOHLENGAHLENGISO LWEZOMHLABA: Untsokothile umba webango lomhlaba elinabantu bekhaya abangavaniyo. Yinto yokuqala leyo. Siye sive xa bexoxa abanye betsalela kwelinye icala abanye belandana ukuba omnye akanalungelo kuba ungumntwana wentombi. Lime ngxi ibango. Okanye kubekho ubukhosi obuphikisana ngomhlaba baye kwiinkundla zamatyala; lime ngxi ibango.

Ayilophando kuphela olulibazisayo, kuxa nabo abantu aba babanga umhlaba bengathethi into enye. Okwesithathu, kubekhona abantu ababanga umhlaba njengaba bendixelelwa ngabo lilungu elihloniphekileyo uDlangamandla. Abantu abangenanto yakwenza nomhlaba bafaka ibango. Aba bomhlaba bathi xa befaka ibango labo bangafumani nto ize loo nto iphelele kwiinkundla zamatyala.

Ngoko ke, untsokothile lo mba wamabango omhlaba kuba kuye kube nzima ukuwasombulula ngaphandle kweenkundla zamatyala. Ukuba uya eMpumalanga naseLimpopo uyazifumana kakhulu ezi ndidi zobunzima zamabango omhlaba. Ukuba uyawaleqa amabango kuba ufuna ukuba uwagqibe iza kubakho ingxaki. Kukho i-Oppermansgronde njengokuba sithetha ephakathi koMntla Kapa neFreyistatha. Elo bango liya kwiinkundla zamatyala ngomhla wama-24 kweyeNkanga ngoMvulo. Yile nto sithetha ngayo esithi zinjalo izinto zamabango omhlaba azilulanga zonke. Ambalwa ke la aseleyo anezo ngxaki zinjalo. Enkosi. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[The MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND REFORM: The issue of land claims is not an easy one, especially where family members are not on good terms. That is the first point. We hear them sometimes talking about their family issues in public and some using matters such as that the other is born out of wedlock as a reason. The claim is then put on hold. Sometimes the problem is due to the chief lodging the land claim on his behalf on land that is not his, and they end up going to court; and because of that, we cannot continue with the claim.

It is not just the question of land claims that causes delays, but also the people who are making the land claims fighting amongst themselves. Thirdly, there are those who make land claim on the same piece of land, such as those I have been informed about through the hon Dlangamandla. They have absolutely nothing to do with the land but they are lodging a claim on it. When the rightful owner of the land lodges their own claim, they find out that a claim has already been lodged on the land. And because of that, they end up going to court.
So, the issue of land claims is a very tricky one because there is no other way of solving it other than going to court. If you go to Mpumalanga and Limpopo you will find these dynamics on land claims. If you rush the land claims through only because you want to finalise them, you will be creating a problem. There is Oppermansgronde, as we speak, which is between the Northern Cape and Free State provinces. This land claim is going to be heard on Monday, 24 November 2015. This is what we are talking about, that not all land claims are simple. There are a few left with such problems which we still have to finalise. Thank you.]

Vote No 34 – Science and Technology:

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Hon Minister, we raised the question earlier on about a pharmaceutical company - a state-owned pharmaceutical company - and it was said that it was located in your department. Could we get a brief about the extent to which you have gone about the establishment of a state-owned pharmaceutical company?

The MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: There is no company at present. We are working towards establishing one. We are currently working to identify partners that would work with South Africa to ensure the necessary technology transfer in order for us to have a pharmaceutical company that is South African-owned. So we are working on the plan. We have identified the pharmaceutical products that we believe will be most viable. It is our hope that the Minister of Health, who referred that matter to us, will ensure that we get, as a state-owned company, some of the contracts of the Health department because that’s the only way we would establish a viable state-owned pharmaceutical company.

So it is part of our plan. We believe, in terms of the first line of antiretrovirals, as well as most of the drugs that are used for chronic illnesses within the public health system, we actually could do a great deal in South Africa. We think it’s a viable project that South Africa must pursue. We have got the innovation base. Our drug discovery centres at our universities have actually begun to innovate towards new products for resolving African disease problems, which we believe we then could lead the global community on. 

So it is something we are working towards. We will, of course, come to Parliament when we reach fruition, but it is a project I’m very keen on seeing succeed, and we are giving it a great deal of our energy.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): You have 30 seconds, hon Louw. 

Ms E N LOUW: Thank you very much, Chairperson. Hon Minister, when is your department going to invest in a manufacturing factory that would deal with making batteries for cellphones, because we saw on an oversight visit to UWC that they are researching that. When are you going to open a market within South Africa so that we can stop using things that are made in China and rather use those made in South Africa? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: As you’ll be aware, we are doing some testing of the products that have come out of the central competence at the University of the Western Cape. And they are working very closely with the CSIR, which has done a great deal with the lithium-ion batteries, so it’s something that we believe is on track. 

However, to move an innovation to commercial is a bit of a process. It does not happen overnight; it’s not immediate. Also, because we are fortunate in that we have the minerals in the country, it doesn’t mean we are the sole producer. Thus, we have to look at issues of intellectual property elsewhere, and issues of how we would work with other established manufacturers of the particular product. We think there is a space for South Africa, but we have to set about it in a way that will ensure that we succeed. 

So, for example, with the titanium beneficiation that we are working on through the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, we have already established a plant in order to move to the new technology producing larger amounts of the refined titanium. Once we have proof of that concept, we then can establish a larger plant, which one would often do with a commercial partner, but we will be value-adding in South Africa and you have the possibility of a new industry.

So these things do take time. You have to have the proof of product. You must establish the commercial viability and get the partners, because we don’t have a strong venture capital culture in the country. So it does then impose a great deal of responsibility on government to invest, hence the steps we take to ensure proof of product and then movement into the commercial space.

Vote No 35 – Tourism:

Mr N P KHOZA: Hon Minister, for a country as beautiful as South Africa, which has a high rate of unemployment caused by the government of the ANC, the question is: Does the Budget make provision to empower young people through tourism. If yes, what are those provisions; if not, why not? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF TOURISM: Thank you, Chairperson, and thanks for the question. Yes, as you’ll know because you are a member of our portfolio committee, there are programmes to empower and develop the skills of young people in the tourism sector. We have a very large and sort of significant chef training programme, and we are training unemployed young people from all over the country. 

It’s an empowering programme but we also have other skills development programmes that we do through the tourism enterprise programme. We think that tourism is a very high employment sector, an employment-intensive sector. The tourism sector is doing extremely well in our country. Taking direct and indirect effects into account, the tourism sector employs 1,4 million people in our country. We need to nurture it. We need to look after it, and you are quite correct: We need to create opportunities for new entrants in the sector. Thank you.

Mr G A GARDEE: Can the hon Minister take the House on board in terms of departmental plans to eradicate slave wages in the tourism industry, the casual nature of employment of the workers and their exploitation and, furthermore, transformation of the ownership structure of the tourism industry in South Africa. Thank you. 

The MINISTER OF TOURISM: There is not much we can do on the wages front, because it is not our responsibility. We do not determine minimum wages. There is a process of minimum wage determination which is not within our domain. Maybe the hon member can help us with some statistics on salaries paid in the hospitality industry and in the tourism sector, but it’s beyond our control and beyond our capabilities to set minimum wages for the sector. That lies in the domain of the Department of Labour and there are sector wage determination processes, which we are not responsible for. 

However, about the transformation of the sector with respect to ownership, of course we can do something in that regard, and I think it is very important that we do. Historically, most of the establishments and products in the tourism sector are white-owned. We have seen relatively low levels of entry of black entrepreneurs in the tourism sector and yet it should be possible and more should be done in order to facilitate that entry because it’s not like purchasing a mine or purchasing a very large factory. It should be a relatively low capital entry requirement.

We have a programme called the ``tourism incentive programme’’, which will be kicking in next year. We took it over from the Department of Trade and Industry, which is simply known as the ``DTI subsidy’’ for the tourism sector or for the hospitality industry. We are designing it so that it will be able to be applied quite differently from the way it was applied before. That will not only assist in the establishment of new entrants, but it will also be able to assist those who have moved into the sector with a guesthouse or with a small hotel, to retrofit that hotel in order to make it more energy efficient, more water efficient and with improved disability access to such facilities, but it’s early days. We don’t have a significant programme to facilitate entry into the sector.

But, without doubt, we will be giving support to SMMEs and to black-owned product owners in the sector and we will be developing a programme which isn’t currently in place to give that kind of support. Thank you.

Mr J VOS: Chairperson, it is with disappointment that I note that the Tourism department has failed to implement R53 million worth of projects in rural communities associated with the social responsibility implementation programme. 

Now, in the committee, I pointed out that through the failure of so many projects, the department has ultimately destroyed the opportunities of those rural communities to benefit from tourism. According to the report that was submitted, many of these projects have been placed on hold as a result of poor management from the contractors who are now under forensic review dating back as far as 2011. Now, my question to the hon Minister is: What steps will he take to recover these funds and, furthermore, what measures will he put in place to ensure that these specific projects are back on track? Thank you.

The MINISTER OF TOURISM: Hon member Vos will know that there are also some success stories in the rural areas where the social responsibility implementation programme and our Expanded Public Works have created opportunity in rural areas. There are some very successful projects, many of which are still to be launched but they are at an advanced level. We are working in a not very easy area. We are working with rural communities who often have got together to establish trusts, with little experience in the sector. A lot of mentoring and training will have to be done in order to ensure the success of the projects that they are currently positioning themselves to undertake. 

It is not an easy area. There are and always will be failures. We shouldn’t be afraid to give support to rural communities just simply because there could be failures. What we need to do and are doing is minimise the potential for failure, to reduce it. In other words, put all of the plans neatly in place, offer the necessary training and offer partnerships, if necessary, in order to minimise failures. 

Those that you referred to – that, in fact, have failed - well, of course, if you do assist a community or a group, you can’t take responsibility for what that group does forever. The matter that you are referring to, with respect to businesses and contractors that have not met their obligations, the good news is that the reason the Department of Tourism gets not only an unqualified audit but a clean audit is that we take our own oversight and our own responsibilities very seriously. Those cases that come to our attention are undergoing forensic audits. We can’t expedite that process. Cases where wrongdoing is demonstrated will be referred to the prosecuting authorities. That’s all we can do. 
What we can say about those projects that are struggling is that we have exit strategies for every one of the projects. The exit strategy would mean either that we discontinue it, because sometimes you simply have to. In other cases, we enter into discussions with the communities to say we will hand over the facilities to you but we will hand it over to you if you are able to and we will assist you in that way to get an equity partner or some kind of partnership which will enable you to run the business successfully.

Vote No 36 – Trade and Industry:

Mr D W MACPHERSON: Hon Chairperson, tonight the hon Minister is again missing in action. No doubt he’s tucked into bed, secure in comfort, while the economy tanks and more people are relegated to sleep on the streets because of his inaction in this economy. 

Another 38 000 people have joined the ranks of the unemployed just in the manufacturing sector. What has he done about it? Nothing! And we don’t know, because he won’t come to this House to answer questions and tell us what he is doing. 

What is happening in our entities? We are paying CEOs R5 million a year for doing nothing as well. The National Empowerment Fund, NEF, CEO is paid R5,2 million and she cannot fulfil her mandate. The only good story to tell in this is the Mthethwa household, who are now a R7 million household in South Africa. Now, what is the Minister going to do to get this economy back on track, industrialising and creating jobs? Thank you.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: House Chairperson, contrary to the rumours of the Minister sleeping in secure comfort, he’s currently on business in Botswana conducting matters of state to ensure that we can continue with our work of intra-Africa trade and regional integration, because we believe that South Africa as a market will need to open up other markets.

I think it’s unfortunate that we come to the House of Parliament to report about rumours. The National Empowerment Fund has been able to put forward a statement about the allegations that the member is making. I would like to encourage him to go read ... [Interjections.]

Mr D W MACPHERSON: Point of order, Mr Chairperson.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Okay. Hon Deputy Minister, please take your seat! Also, the other members who are standing in the House - please, hon members - just take your seats.

Mr D W MACPHERSON: Mr Chairperson, the Deputy Minister is misleading the House. The NEF chairperson is paid R5,2 million as per the answers that the Minister gave to me in a written reply to a question and according to the annual report of the NEF.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: I think the hon ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon members, let us allow him to answer; let us not disturb him!

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Hon Chairperson, the point that is being made is that the NEF as an institution of the Department of Trade and Industry, DTI, has made a statement. The Minister has written to him, but because he does not have critical questions to ask, he decides to grandstand. Really, we’ve given him answers here. [Interjections.] So, we are not going to be able to continue with that because the intention is to insult the CEO and/or to insult the DTI, when we should be asking critical questions that all of us should be concerned with. 

When the Minister of Finance read his statement, he indicated the difficulties that our economy is facing. As government there are a lot of initiatives that we have put into place, many of which we have presented to the committee. If the hon member has got ideas, he can come and share them with us, but we have the Industrial Policy Action Plan, IPAP, to revitalise our manufacturing sector in South Africa. We will continue doing work to make sure that we make progress. Thank you.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chairperson, I’m sure the Deputy Minister is aware that in the Colloquium on Beneficiation that we recently held there was the revelation of an obvious fact that we’ve got no tariffs in critical plastic products, timber and other strategic consumer goods which, if protected, could create lots of jobs locally. What is the department planning to do with regard to the tariff structure around critical consumer goods and services?

Secondly, there is a commitment by the ruling party in its manifesto and the state of the nation address that 75% of goods and services that the state procures will be locally produced. How are you going to achieve that without adequate legislation that will compel all public entities to procure locally produced goods and services? Those are the two questions.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Mhlonitshwa Figlan, hlala phantsi! [Mr Figlan, please sit down!]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Hon Chairperson, I thank the hon Shivambu for the question. I think that I must perhaps say that we are currently at an advanced stage of working with the National Treasury and the other relevant departments to relook at areas of legislation that will have to be reformed. I’m sure in due course we should be able to come to the House with the final product, because we are not going to be able to negotiate certain things in public to ensure that we are able to meet the 75% target that the ruling party has set. 

We are certain, as the department, that through the localisation plan and the designations that we continue to do we are going to be putting in place measures to ensure that everyone complies, and we are certain that that will happen. 

On the matter that the member is raising about the tariffs, I think that through our International Training and Education Centre for Health, I-Tech, there are a number of initiatives that we are looking at so that we can look at the critical sectors that he is referring to. So, in due course, we should be able to come back and say what the department can propose in those specific sectors. Thank you.

Vote No 37 – Transport: 

Mr C H H HUNSINGER: Hon Chairperson, I have an e-mail that confirms that the Road Accident Fund has insufficient funds to honour any claims for the rest of this financial year. This has been revealed before the festive season when a high number of accidents occur and many victims claim. This should have been foreseen. 

The Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa, Prasa, awarded the tender for the delivery of diesel electric locomotives fully imported from Spain, costing 1 200 local jobs. This should have been foreseen. The Auditor-General’s report has not just exposed the improper tender procedures, the tender documents weren’t even signed, and cash advances of over R400 million were improperly paid. This should have been foreseen.
The complete mess of the e-toll system is a massive costly mistake which the taxpayer has to dig the ANC out of. Hon Minister or the Deputy Minister, would you say that this could have been foreseen?

TONA YA DIPALANGWA: Modulasetilo, ke batla go lemosa Motlotlegi Mopalamente wa rona yo o botsang potso e gompieno gore, ke nnete, Letlole la Dikotsi tsa Mebila le tlhokile tšhelete ya go duela dimilione kgotsa dibilione tse e leng gore batswasetlhabelo ba dikotsi tsa ditsela ba tshwanetse ba a bone. Re a itse gore Letlole la Dikotsi tsa Mebila ke lone le puso e le dirisang go tshedisa, go gomotsa le go thusa ba ba utlwileng botlhoko.

Jaanong ke batla go lemosa Palamente gore ke bogologolo re ntse re bua gore letlole le, le tlhoka tšhelete e e kana ka dibilione di le 94 gore e duele batswasetlhabelo le baemedi ba bona le gore ba kgone go duela melato ya bona ya dingaka le tse dingwe. Re ne ra kopa tšhelete eo ka lebaka la gore mo ngwageng eno go ne go na le kgatelelo ya gore ba ituelele.

Gape ke batla go lemosa setšhaba gore, dilokomotifi tse go buiwang ka tsona tseno, fa re ntse re baakanyetsa go nna le faboriki ya go aga diterena tsa rona kwa Nigel mo Ekurhuleni, re tlile go dirisa tsona tse di tsofetseng, tse di fisiwang ke batho le tse ba di sentseng. Re a itse gore mo Kapa Bophirima re na le batho ba le bantsi ba ba dirisang diterena tse di leng makgasa mme di se na difensetere. Re tlhoka tšhelete e ka re thusang gore fa re ntse re emetse lefelo la go aga faboreki re kgone go baakanya tse di leng teng. Ke a leboga. (Translation of Setswana paragraphs follows.)

[The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT: Chairperson, I would like to make our hon member, who is asking the question today, aware that it is true that the Road Accident Fund has no funds to pay outstanding millions or billions of rands to the victims of road accidents. We all know that government uses the Road Accident Fund to sympathise with, comfort and assist those affected. 

Now, I would like to make Parliament aware that we have been saying that this fund needs a sum of approximately R94 billion so that it can be able to compensate the victims and their representatives to enable them to pay their medical bills and others. We requested that amount because this year there was a lot of pressure for them to pay from their own pockets. 

Again, I would like to make the nation aware that with regard to the locomotives that everybody is talking about, whilst we are busy constructing our train manufacturing plant in Nigel in Ekurhuleni, we are going to use the same old ones, which were burnt and destroyed by the people. We know that most of the people in the Western Cape use dilapidated trains with broken windows. We need funds to repair the available trains while still waiting for the construction of the plant.]

Mr T E MULAUDZI: Hon Chairperson, I just want to ask you, Minister, what your view is about the input of the ANC’s Gauteng provincial chairperson, the hon Paul Mashatile, on the e-tolls? Did the Minister make any provision to bail out Sanral, because the commission shows that this user-pay system is going to be eradicated in such a way that the e-tolls, in terms of the recommendations by the ANC in Gauteng province, is not working. Thank you.

TONA YA DIPALANGWA: Rre Paul Mashatile ke Leloko la Ntlo eno ya Kokoanotheomolao. Ke kopa gore fa a ile go ipuelela, jaaka e le modulasetilo wa ANC kwa Gauteng, leloko le le tlhomphegileng le ka botsa ene gonne le bua ka dilo tse di seng teng mo Ntlong eno. (Translation of Setswana paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT: Mr Paul Mashatile is a member of this legislative House. I would request that if he is going to defend himself, as the chairperson of the ANC Gauteng branch, the hon member should direct the question to him because he is referring to matters that do not concern this House.]

Vote No 42 – Water and Sanitation:

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): The hon Khawula. [Interjections.] No, no, no, hon member, let us allow the hon member time really to be heard. The hon Khawula!

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Sihlalo, umbuzo wami ngiwubhekise kuNgqongqoshe. Kungani abantu ezimayini bexhaphaza amanzi bengenayo imvume yokusebenzisa amanzi kodwa kube kukhona abantu eNingizimu Afrika abangenalo ngisho iconsi lokuphuza amaphilisi? Ngempela kungani abantu bezimayini bengaboshwa ngoba sekuyaziwa ukuthi bakhona, abanayo ngisho ilayisensi yokusebenzisa amanzi? Ingani uma kungumuntu nje ojwayelekile wasemphakathini esebenzisa amanzi ngokungemthetho uphucwa imitha? Nalaba bezimayini abasebenzisa amanzi sifuna ukubabona bephucwa amamitha noma-ke bengakwazi ukusebenzisa amanzi nhlobo. Ngiyabonga. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Ms M S KHAWULA: Chairperson, my question is directed to the Minister. Why are people from the mines wasting water when they don’t even have permission to use the water, when there are people in South Africa who do not have even a drop to take their tablets with? Honestly, why are the people from the mines not being arrested when it is a well-known fact that they don’t even have a license to use the water? Why is it that when a member of the general public uses water illegally that person’s meter is disconnected? We want to see the people from the mines who use water lose their meters or being unable to use water at all.] 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: Enkosi Sihlalo. [Thank you, Chairperson.] [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon members, let us listen to the hon Deputy Minister.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: Mama uKhawula ndiyavumelana nawe kakhulu. [Mama Khawula, I strongly agree with you.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): No, no, no! Hon Maynier! [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: Bathini! [What do they say?] 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): You know very well that it cannot be right. [Applause.] The hon Steenhuisen! Okay, okay! Hon members, let us proceed! The hon Deputy Minister!

USEKELA MPHATHISWA WESEBE LEZAMANZI NOGUTYULO: Mama uKhawula ndiyavumelana nawe kakhulu. Le nyanga, yinyanga endingakwaziyo ukuyitolika ngesintu kodwa kuthiwa xa ibizwa ngesilungu yi-compliance monitoring and enforcement. Izolo elinye bendiseKimberley sibuza kanye lo mbuzo uwubuzayo wokuba kutheni abantu basemigodini bewasebenzisa gwenxa amanzi, kwaye bengawasebenzisi nje kuphela koko bewangcolisa, le nto kuthiwa lungcoliseko.

Ndiyile eKimberley, sinesigqibo esisithathileyo, mhlawumbi uza kusiva ezindabeni, kuba phaya eKimberley kukho umntu ovule umgodi waze wajika amanzi omlambo iVaal River ukuze ankcenkceze ukuya kulo mgodi wakhe, ewenza awakhe. Abantu abanjalo mama uKhawula – ewe uwujikile ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: Mama Khawula, I strongly agree with you. I cannot translate this month into African languages but in English they call it compliance monitoring and enforcement. The day before yesterday I was in Kimberley and we were asking why people in mines misuse water, which is the same question that you have asked. They do not only misuse it, but pollute it as well.

I went to Kimberley. We have taken a decision, you might hear from the news, because in Kimberley there is someone who opened a mine and diverted water from the Vaal River towards his mine, to own it. People like that, Mama Khawula ... Yes, he diverted it ...]

... he diverted the Vaal River.

Mama uKhawula siza kuwenza lo msebenzi sobabini. Nanjengomntu ophaya kwelaa sebe, ndiza kuhamba nawe ukuze sigqogqe bonke aba bantu [Uwelewele.] – kuthiwa uza kundibetha endleleni. Soze undibethe! [Kwahlekwa.] Soze undibethe mama uKhawula ngoba mna nawe sisebenzisana kakuhle.

I-ANC le ikhokelayo izimisele ukuqalisa iphulo lokubamba abantu abasebenzisa amanzi ngaphandle kweempepha-mvume. Ndiya kuthembisa ukuba ngoku siza kusebenza sincedisana nala masebe alandelayo, iSebe leziMbiwa, eleMicimbi yokusiNgqongileyo, elethu lezaManzi noGutyulo, eloBambiswano ngoLawulo neMicimbi yeMveli kwakunye neSebe lezamaPolisa. La masebe athathe isigqibo sokuba abantu abanjalo babanjwe. Enkosi. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[Mama Khawula, both of us will do this job. As someone who is in that department, I will go with you so that we search for all these people [Interjections.] They say you will hit me on the way. You would never do that. [Laughter.] You would never do that, Mama Khawula, because we have a good working relationship.

The ANC which is leading has committed itself to launch a campaign of arresting people who use water illegally.  I promise that now we will co-operate with the following departments, Department on Mineral Resources, Department of Environmental Affairs, our Department of Water and Sanitation, Department of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs and the Department of Police. These departments have taken a decision that those people should be arrested. Thank you.]

Mr M L W FILTANE: Chair and Deputy Minister, local economic development needs water in so many areas in order for it to thrive. Where local government is a water services authority, to what extent are you able to persuade them to make sure that they allocate and make water available to local residents such that their businesses can thrive?
We get places like Mthatha where it is routine to be without water for days on end and lots of businesses there almost collapse - businesses such as guest houses and the like. What measures do you take, as a department, to make sure that local businesses do not suffer? Thank you. 

USEKELA MPHATHISWA WESEBE LEZAMANZI NOGUTYULO: Uyabona ke, ndiyawuthanda lo mbuzo wakho. Ingxaki esinayo yeyabantu abafuna ukusebenzisa amanzi baze bangawahlawuleli. Xa besiqala eli sebe kunye noMphathiswa siye saqalisa iphulo lokuhambela bonke oomasipala bamaphondo sijonge iingxaki zamanzi ezikhoyo. Ngelinye ixesha iingxaki zamamanzi ezikhoyo zibangelwa kukungasebenzisani noomasipala.

Iphulo esiliqalisileyo ke lelokuba sisebenzisane neSebe loBambiswano ngoLawulo neMincimbi yeMveli kuba asinakho ukulwa lo mcimbi sodwa silisebe. Siqalise elo phulo ke Mphathiswa kuba sifuna ukulwela ukuba bonke oomasipala basebenze ngendlela efanelekileyo nabo bangenawo amandla. Ingxaki ekhoyo ngoku koomasipala ... (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: I like your question. We have the problem of people who do not want to pay for the water they have used. When we started this department with the Minister, we launched a campaign of visiting all provincial municipalities to see the existing water problems. Sometimes water problems are caused because of the lack of co-operation with the municipalities.

The campaign that we have launched is to co-operate with the Department of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs because we cannot fight this matter alone as the department. We have launched the campaign, hon Minister, because we want to make sure that all the municipalities work properly with those who do not have power. The existing problem now in municipalities ...]

... is a shortage of engineers.

Siwuphethe lo mcimbi kwaye siza kuzama ukuba sisivale esi sithuba sokungabikho kweeNjineli. Enkosi. [We are dealing with this matter and we will try to close the gap of the shortage of engineers. Thank you.]

Nksz P BHENGU: Sihlalo, umbuzo wami uthi: Yiziphi izinhlelo ezikhona ezenziwa nguMnyango wezaManzi ukuvikela noma mhlawumbe ukuba usizane nomasipala ukuvikela ukuthi kungasetshenziswa imali eningi ukukhokhela izinqola zokuhambisa amanzi ezindaweni zasemakhaya kunokuthi kwakhiwe amadamu amanzi, phecelezi ama-reservoir, ngoba siyabona ukuthi emakhaya kunemifula emikhulu kodwa abantu abahlala eduze kwaleyo mifula abanawo amanzi emakhaya abo? Ngiyabonga. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[Ms P BHENGU: Chairperson, my question is, what plans have been put in place by the Department of Water and Sanitation to work with the municipality in order to prevent us spending a lot of money towards the payment for water tankers which transport water to the rural areas rather than the building of reservoirs, since we can see that there are big rivers in the rural areas but the people who live close to those rivers don’t have water in their homes. Thank you.]  

USEKELA MPHATHISWA WESEBE LEZAMANZI NOGUTYULO: Sinenkqubo esiyiqalileyo noMphathiswa. Okokuqala, abona bantu basokolayo kukungabikho kwamanzi ngooomama kuba kufuneka ibe ngabo abasokolayo xa amanzi engekho. Siqale iphulo le nkqubo ebizwa ngokuba yi-Adopt a-River programme. Le nkqubo yiyo ezakucoca le milambo singayihoyanga ukuze ibe nokusetyenziswa. Oomama baza kuqeqeshwa ukuze bakwazi ukucoca le milambo khon’ukuze abo baxhomekeke kuyo bakwazi ukuyifumana icocekile.

Ngoko ke, asifuni abantu basele amanzi emilanjeni engacocekanga, sifuna ukuqinisekisa ukuba basela amanzi acocekileyo. Sidibene kwakhona noomasipala ukuba kusondezwe iimpompo zamanzi ebantwini. Liphulo esiliqalileyo ke elo ukuqinisekisa ukuba imali esinayo siyayisebenzisa ukufezekisa lo msebenzi ukuze abantu bethu bangahambi umgama omde ukuya fumana amanzi. Enkosi. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: The hon Minister and I have launched a programme. First, women are the people who are suffering most when there is no water. We have launched a programme called Adopt a River programme. This programme is the one that will clean the rivers that we ignore so that we use them. Women will be trained on how to clean rivers for the benefit of those who depend on them.

Therefore, we do not want people to drink polluted water from the rivers; we want to ensure that they drink clean water. We met again with the municipalities to install water taps closer to the people. This is the campaign that we have launched to ensure that we utilise the budget that we have in order to finish this job, so that our people do not walk long distances to fetch water. Thank you.]

Mr L J BASSON: Chair and Deputy Minister, the last time Minister Mokonyane answered questions in this House, she claimed not to understand the meaning of the word ``disaster’’. Unfortunately, she is now not here to hear what I have to say to her. Let me help her to understand the meaning. The Rand Water crisis in Gauteng was not a technical glitch but it was a disaster that could happen tomorrow again. Millions of people in Gauteng and in the North West have been without water for weeks. As many as 10,7 million people depend on Rand Water to deliver clean drinking water to them, yet the Minister refuses to table the Madibeng report in Parliament so that we can seriously discuss its findings and consider the recommendations. My question to the Deputy Minister is: Do you think this is a good story to tell? [Interjections.]

USEKELA MPHATHISWA WESEBE LEZAMANZI NOGUTYULO: Okokuqala ndicela ungathethi ngoMphathiswa wam engekho. Ndicela umlindele abekhona ukuze umfundise ke ngolu hlobo ufuna ukumfundisa ngalo. Uthetha ngomntu obe yinkulumbuso oyaziyo intlekele, nongaqaliyo ukuba nguMphathiswa ngoku. Wena onxibe ihempe epinki ndiyakwazi ukukuphendula mna, utsho ngobubi apha. Ndicela ukukucela ukuba i-Madibeng ... [Uwelewele.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: First, please don’t talk about my hon Minister in her absence. Wait for her to be present so that you teach her the way you want. You talk about someone who was a premier before who knows a disaster, and who was a Minister previously. You, with a pink shirt I can answer you, you ugly one. I would like to request that Madibeng ... [Interjections.]]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: On a point of order!

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): What is the point of order, hon member?

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: The point of order is that the interpretation indicated that the member called the hon Basson ``you ugly thing’’. [Laughter.] Well, it may be funny to the ANC. It is certainly unparliamentary, and I would suggest that she withdraw it. Rather answer the question than try and find epithets and insults to try and avoid having to answer questions.

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: Hayi, ndithe umbi umbala opinki khange ndithi umbi yena. Ndiyaxolisa. Ndicela iimibuzo onayo ... [No, I said a pink colour is ugly. I didn’t say he is ugly. I apologise.  I’m asking for the questions that you have ...]

Mr D C ROSS: On a point of order!

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon member, what is the point of order now?

Mr D C ROSS: Will the Deputy Minister take a question? [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon members, no, let us proceed.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Hon House Chair, the hon Deputy Minister referred to the hon Leon Basson directly and called him ``you ugly thing’’. She must withdraw that. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon members, the member has withdrawn the statement. She has. [Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION: I withdraw!

Bendicela ufumane iimpendulo zale mibuzo uyibuzayo ngendlela efanelekileyo kuba le Madibeng uthetha ngayo ayikezi ekomitini. Akukaxoxwa nto ngeMadibeng le unengxaki ngayo, kusenziwa uphando. Ingxaki yakho wena uthanda iindaba. [Kwahlekwa.] Uza kuyifumana impendulo ngendlela efanelekileyo, umbuzo wakho ndicela uwugcine siza kunika impendulo sakugqiba ukwenza uphando. [Enkosi.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[Can you please get the answers to the questions you have asked in a proper way because the Madibeng you are talking about hasn’t been introduced in the committee? We haven’t discussed the problem you have with regard to Madibeng. Research is still in progress. Your problem is that you are curious. [Laughter.] You will get your answer in a proper way. You must please keep your question. We will answer you after the research. [Thank you.]]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Thank you, Deputy Minister.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Chair! Chair!

Sihlalo wami omuhle, ngiyazicelela ...

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Mnu M R Mdakane): Yima kancane mhlonishwa.

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Kulungile.

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Mnu M R Mdakane): Yima kancane. Ufuna ukuthini mhlonishwa? Mhlonishwa uKhawula, ufuna ukuthini? (Translation of isiZulu paragraphs follows.)

[My hon Chairperson, I beg of you ...

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hold on, hon member.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Okay.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hold on. What would you like to say, hon member? Hon Khawula, what would you like to say?]

Okay, hon members, let us allow her to be heard.

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Uyabona uma sikhuluma ngalolu daba lwamanzi, lunzima futhi akufuneki ukuthi sidlale ngalo.

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Mnu M R Mdakane): Kulungile, siyabonga.

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Bengithi sinenkinga yokuthi abekho kula makomidi enu ... [Ubuwelewele.] Bengifuna ukubuza lana ukuthi ...

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Mnu M R Mdakane): Mhlonishwa, mhlonishwa ...

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Yebo.

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Mnu M R Mdakane): Mhlonishwa, ngizama ukusiza wena. 

Nksz M S KHAWULA: Kulungile, baba.

USIHLALO WESIKHASHANA (Mnu M R Mdakane): Hlala phansi-ke. Uzobuye uthole ithuba ubuze imibuzo, kodwa njengamanje isikhathi semibuzo siphelile. Mhlonishwa, ngicela siqhubeke. (Translation of isiZulu paragraphs follows.)

[Ms M S KHAWULA: You see, when we speak about the water matter it is pretty serious and we should not play around with it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Okay, thank you.

Ms M S KHAWULA: I was saying that we have a problem since they are not in your committees. [Interjections.] I wanted to ask if ...

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon, hon ...

Ms M S KHAWULA: Yes.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon member, I’m trying to assist you.

Ms M S KHAWULA: Okay, sir.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Sit down, then. You will get an opportunity to pose questions, but as of now the time for questions is over. Hon member, may we please proceed.]

Vote No 43 – Women:

Ms H O MAXON: Chairperson, the fact of the matter is that the rural poor young women do not have money to buy sanitary towels and young girls at school are absent from school on those days. What are the plans from the department to provide free, quality sanitary towels to poor women in rural areas and at schools at large?

UNGQONGQOSHE WEZABESIFAZANE EHHOVISI LEZOBUMONGAMELI: Lungu elihloniphekile, uma sikhuluma ngokusizwa kwamantombazane asesezikoleni, lolo hlelo lwenziwa uMnyango Wezokuthuthukiswa Komphakathi. Nalapha ezikoleni selukhona uhlelo olulekelela izingane, asiwona thina uMnyango onikwe imali yokuhlangabezana nezinkinga ezifana nalezo.

Kunjalo nje futhi ngeke senze umsebenzi osewenziwa ngabanye abantu. Asingathi-ke ngemali kahulumeni, senze izinto siziphindaphinda kaningi ngoba sifuna ukuthi kuthiwe siyasebenza. Thina nje siqondana nalokhu esijutshwe ukuba sikwenze. 

Imali le okhuluma ngayo asinayo kodwa umsebenzi wethu ukubheka ukuthi ingabe bonke abantwana ezikoleni, ikakhulukazi abamantombazane, lolu hlelo olukhona kuMnyango Wezemfundo nakowezokuThuthukiswa Komphakathi lufinyelela kahle nangendlela efanele, yilowo-ke umsebenzi wethu. Manje-ke Gardee, lungu elihloniphekile, umsebenzi wethu nepulani lethu. (Translation of isiZulu paragraphs follows.)
[The MINISTER OF WOMEN IN THE PRESIDENCY: Hon member, if we are talking about helping young girls who are at school, that programme is the responsibility of the Department of Social Development. There’s a programme aimed at helping children at school. Our department is not given money to deal with matters like those.

We cannot do something that is already being done by another department. Let us not duplicate the work using government money, just because we want to be recognised as those who are working. We do what we are mandated to do.

We do not have the money that you are talking about, but our duty is to see to it that all children at school, especially girls, are reached by this programme of the Departments of Education and Social Development - that is our duty. So Gardee, hon member, it is our duty and our plan.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon Minister, please work with us here and refer to him as ``hon Gardee’’. [Interjections.] Okay.

Mr G A GARDEE: Hon Chairperson, it will be in the best interest of our country that our esteemed hon Minister for Women Affairs in the Presidency tells the nation what these departments are actually providing. What is the quantity, or is she aware of the quantity? And does it actually exist? According to the information from our constituencies, young people are not being assisted at all with that particular project. Thank you.

UNGQONGQOSHE WEZABESIFAZANE EHHOVISI LEZOBUMONGAMELI: Sihlalo, angazi-ke uma uzoqala ungene izindaba zabantwana abangamantombazane ufune ukwazi ukuthi basizwa nakangakanani? Phela le nto ayinakho ukukalwa ilinganiselwe, ngendlela eyenzeka ngayo awukwazi ukuyibala. Manje wena angikwazi ukuthi ufuna ukuyibala usuka kuphi. [Ubuwelewele.] (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF WOMEN IN THE PRESIDENCY: Chairperson, I do not know why you are getting involved in matters relating to young girls and also want to know how much help they are getting. You cannot estimate something like this; the way it happens, you cannot count it. So I do not know where you would start counting. [Interjections.]]

Rre S G MMUSI: Motlotlegi Modulasetilo, ke akanya gore re tobeditse re sa itemoge. Tshwarelo! [Hon Chairperson, we pressed the button by mistake. My apologies!]
Ms P BHENGU: Hon Chair, as the House is aware, this is a new department and it is still in its transitional phase. I would like to know when the restructuring is going to be finalised? Thank you.

UNGQONGQOSHE WEZABESIFAZANE EHHOVISI LEZOBUMONGAMELI: Sihlalo, sesiyaqeda uhlelo lwethu lokuhlela kahle lo Mnyango wethu omusha. Njengoba ngikhuluma nje nohlelo lohlaka lwakhona selwenziwe. (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)

[The MINISTER OF WOMEN IN THE PRESIDENCY: Chairperson, we are now finalising the restructuring of this programme for our new department. Even the programme for the framework is going on as I speak.]

We have approval from Treasury but, also, the strategy itself from the Department of Public Service and Administration has been approved in principle. So, by the end of this year, when we begin our new financial year, we will be a full-fledged department, ready to run and make sure that our defined objective and mission is clear. Thank you.

Discussion on Votes and Schedule concluded.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr R M Mdakane): Hon members, we shall now proceed to decide the Votes and Schedule. Hon members are reminded that as the Bill has been fully debated and we have just concluded the question and answer session, no declarations of vote will be taken. Agreed?

HON MEMBERS: Yes!

Vote No 1 – Presidency – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 2 – Parliament – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 3 – Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 4 – Home Affairs – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 5 – International Relations and Co-operation – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 6 - Performance Monitoring and Evaluation – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 7 – Public Works – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 8 – Women, Children and People with Disabilities – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 9 – Government Communication and Information System – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 10 – National Treasury – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 11 – Public Enterprises – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 12 – Public Service and Administration – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 13 – Statistics South Africa – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).
Vote No 14 – Arts and Culture – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 15 – Basic Education - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 16 – Health - agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 17 – Higher Education and Training - agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 18 – Labour - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 19 – Social Development - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 20 – Sport and Recreation South Africa - agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 21 – Correctional Services agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 22 – Defence and Military Veterans – put.

Division demanded.

The House divided.

AYES - 207: Abrahams, B L; Adams, F; Adams, P E; Bam-Mugwanya, V; Basson, J V; Bekwa, S D; Beukman, F; Bhengu, P; Bhengu, F; Bhengu, N R; Bilankulu, N K; Bogopane-Zulu, H I; Bongo, B T; Bonhomme, T J; Booi, M S; Boroto, M G; Brown, L; Buthelezi, M G; Capa, R N; Capa, N; Carrim, Y I; Cele, B H; Cele, M A; Chabane, O C; Chikunga, L S; Chohan, F I; Chueu, M P; Coleman, E M; Cronin, J P; Dirks, M A; Dlamini, B O; Dlamini-Dubazana, Z S; Dlomo, B J; Dunjwa, M L; Filtane, M L W; Fubbs, J L; Gamede, D D; Gigaba, K M N; Gina, N; Godi, N T; Goqwana, M B; Gordhan, P J; Gumede, D M; Hanekom, D A; Hlengwa, M; Holomisa, B H; Jeffery, J H; Joemat-Pettersson, T M; Johnson, M; Kalako, M U; Kekana, P S; Kekana, C D; Kekana, E; Kekana, M D; Kenye, T E; Khoarai, L P; Khosa, D H; Khoza, T Z M; Khoza, M B; Khubisa, N M; Khunou, N P; Kilian, J D; Koornhof, G W; Kota-Fredricks, Z A; Lesoma, R M M; Letsatsi-Duba, D B; Loliwe, F S; Luyenge, Z; Luzipo, S; Maake, J J; Mabasa, X; Mabe, B P; Mabija, L; Mabilo, S P; Mabudafhasi, T R; Madella, A F; Maesela, P; Mafolo, M V; Mafu, N N; Magadla, N W; Magadzi, D P; Magwanishe, G; Mahambehlala, T; Mahlalela, A F; Mahlangu, J L; Mahlangu, D G; Maila, M S A; Majeke, C N; Majola, F Z; Makhubela-Mashele, L S; Makhubele, Z S; Makwetla, S P; Malgas, H H; Maluleke, J M; Manamela, K B; Manana, M C; Manana, M N S; Manana, D P; Mandela, Z M D; Mantashe, P T; Maphatsoe, E R K; Mapisa-Nqakula, N N; Mapulane, M P; Masehela, E K M; Maseko, L M; Mashatile, S P; Mashego-Dlamini, K C; Mashile, B L; Masina, M C; Masondo, N A; Masuku, M B; Mathale, C C; Matlala, M H; Matshoba, M O; Matsimbi, C; Mavunda, R T; Maxegwana, C H M; Mbalula, F A; Mchunu, S; Mjobo, L N; Mkongi, B M; Mmemezi, H M Z; Mmola, M P; Mmusi, S G; Mncwabe, S C; Mncwango, M A; Mnganga - Gcabashe, L A; Mnguni, P J; Mnguni, D; Mogotsi, V P; Mokoto, N R; Molebatsi, M A; Molewa, B E E; Moloi-Moropa, J C; Morutoa, M R; Mosala, I; Mothapo, M R M; Motshekga, M A; Motsoaledi, P A; Mpumlwana, L K B; Mthembu, N; Mthethwa, E N; Mthethwa, E M; Mudau, A M; Nchabeleng, M E; Ndaba, C N; Ndongeni, N; Nel, A C; Nene, N M; Ngcobo, B T; Ngwenya-Mabila, P C; Nkadimeng, M F; Nkomo, S J; Nkwinti, G E; Nobanda, G N; November, N T; Nqakula, C; Ntombela, M L D; Nyalungu, R E; Nzimande, B E; Oliphant, G G; Oosthuizen, G C; Pandor, G N M; Patel, E; Peters, E D; Phaahla, M J; Phosa, Y N; Pikinini, I A; Pilane-Majake, M C C; Radebe, B A; Radebe, G S; Ralegoma, S M; Ramatlakane, L; Ramokhoase, T R J E; Rantho, D Z; Raphuti, D D; September, C C; Shabangu, S; Sibande, M P; Singh, N; Sisulu, L N; Sithole, K P; Siwela, E K; Sizani, P S; Skosana, J J; Skwatsha, M; Smith, V G; Sotyu, M M; Surty, M E; Thabethe, E; Tleane, S A; Tobias, T V; Tom, X S; Tongwane, T M A; Tseke, G K; Tseli, R M; Tsenoli, S L; Tshwete, P; Tsoleli, S P; Tsotetsi, D R; v R Koornhof, N J J; Van Rooyen, D D D; Van Schalkwyk, S R; Xego-Sovita, S T; Yengeni, L E; Zokwana, S; Zulu, L D.

NOES - 53: America, D; Atkinson, P G; Baker, T E; Basson, L J; Bhanga, B M; Boshoff, H S; Brauteseth, T J; De Kock, K; Figg, M J; Figlan, A M; George, D T; Gqada, T; Greyling, L W; Grootboom, G A; Hadebe, T Z; Hoosen, M H; Horn, W; Hunsinger, C H H; James, L V; Jongbloed, Z; Kohler, D; Kruger, H C C; Lees, R A; Lorimer, J R B; Lotriet, A; Mackay, G; Macpherson, D W; Majola, T R; Malatsi, M S; Marais, S J F; Marais, E J; Matsepe, C D; Maynier, D J; Mbhele, Z N; Mcloughlin, A R; Mhlongo, T W; Michael, N W A; Mileham, K J; Motau, S C; Ollis, I M; Stander, T; Steenhuisen, J H; Steenkamp, J; Steyn, A; Stubbe, D J; Van Der Walt, D; Van Der Westhuizen, A P; Van Dyk, V; Volmink, H C; Vos, J; Waters, M; Whitfield, A G; Wilson, E R.

Question agreed to.

Vote accordingly agreed to.

Vote No 23 – Independent Police Investigative Directorate – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 24 – Justice and Constitutional Development – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 25 – Police – put.

Division demanded.

The House divided.

AYES - 207: Abrahams, B L; Adams, P E; Adams, F; Bam-Mugwanya, V; Basson, J V; Bekwa, S D; Beukman, F; Bhengu, P; Bhengu, F; Bhengu, N R; Bilankulu, N K; Bogopane-Zulu, H I; Bongo, B T; Bonhomme, T J; Booi, M S; Boroto, M G; Brown, L; Buthelezi, M G; Capa, R N; Capa, N; Carrim, Y I; Cele, B H; Cele, M A; Chabane, O C; Chikunga, L S; Chohan, F I; Chueu, M P; Coleman, E M; Cronin, J P; Dirks, M A; Dlamini, B O; Dlamini-Dubazana, Z S; Dlomo, B J; Dunjwa, M L; Filtane, M L W; Fubbs, J L; Gamede, D D; Gigaba, K M N; Gina, N; Godi, N T; Goqwana, M B; Gordhan, P J; Gumede, D M; Hanekom, D A; Hlengwa, M; Holomisa, B H; Jeffery, J H; Joemat-Pettersson, T M; Johnson, M; Kalako, M U; Kekana, P S; Kekana, C D; Kekana, E; Kekana, M D; Kenye, T E; Khoarai, L P; Khosa, D H; Khoza, T Z M; Khoza, M B; Khubisa, N M; Khunou, N P; Kilian, J D; Koornhof, G W; Kota-Fredricks, Z A; Lesoma, R M M; Letsatsi-Duba, D B; Loliwe, F S; Luyenge, Z; Luzipo, S; Maake, J J; Mabasa, X; Mabe, B P; Mabija, L; Mabilo, S P; Mabudafhasi, T R; Madella, A F; Maesela, P; Mafolo, M V; Mafu, N N; Magadla, N W; Magadzi, D P; Magwanishe, G; Mahambehlala, T; Mahlalela, A F; Mahlangu, J L; Mahlangu, D G; Maila, M S A; Majeke, C N; Majola, F Z; Makhubela-Mashele, L S; Makhubele, Z S; Makondo, T; Makwetla, S P; Malgas, H H; Maluleke, J M; Manamela, K B; Manana, M C; Manana, M N S; Manana, D P; Mandela, Z M D; Mantashe, P T; Maphatsoe, E R K; Mapisa-Nqakula, N N; Mapulane, M P; Masehela, E K M; Maseko, L M; Mashatile, S P; Mashego-Dlamini, K C; Mashile, B L; Masina, M C; Masondo, N A; Masuku, M B; Mathale, C C; Matlala, M H; Matshoba, M O; Matsimbi, C; Mavunda, R T; Maxegwana, C H M; Mbalula, F A; Mchunu, S; Mjobo, L N; Mkongi, B M; Mmemezi, H M Z; Mmola, M P; Mmusi, S G; Mncwabe, S C; Mncwango, M A; Mnganga - Gcabashe, L A; Mnguni, P J; Mnguni, D; Mogotsi, V P; Mokoto, N R; Molebatsi, M A; Molewa, B E E; Moloi-Moropa, J C; Morutoa, M R; Mosala, I; Mothapo, M R M; Motsoaledi, P A; Mpumlwana, L K B; Mthembu, N; Mthethwa, E N; Mthethwa, E M; Mudau, A M; Nchabeleng, M E; Ndaba, C N; Ndongeni, N; Nel, A C; Nene, N M; Ngcobo, B T; Ngwenya-Mabila, P C; Nkadimeng, M F; Nkomo, S J; Nkwinti, G E; Nobanda, G N; November, N T; Nqakula, C; Ntombela, M L D; Nyalungu, R E; Nzimande, B E; Oliphant, G G; Oosthuizen, G C; Pandor, G N M; Patel, E; Peters, E D; Phaahla, M J; Phosa, Y N; Pikinini, I A; Pilane-Majake, M C C; Radebe, B A; Radebe, G S; Ralegoma, S M; Ramatlakane, L; Ramokhoase, T R J E; Rantho, D Z; Raphuti, D D; September, C C; Shabangu, S; Sibande, M P; Singh, N; Sisulu, L N; Sithole, K P; Siwela, E K; Sizani, P S; Skosana, J J; Skwatsha, M; Smith, V G; Sotyu, M M; Surty, M E; Thabethe, E; Tleane, S A; Tobias, T V; Tom, X S; Tongwane, T M A; Tseke, G K; Tseli, R M; Tsenoli, S L; Tshwete, P; Tsoleli, S P; Tsotetsi, D R; v R Koornhof, N J J; Van Rooyen, D D D; Van Schalkwyk, S R; Xego-Sovita, S T; Yengeni, L E; Zokwana, S; Zulu, L D.

NOES - 53: America, D; Atkinson, P G; Baker, T E; Basson, L J; Bhanga, B M; Boshoff, H S; Brauteseth, T J; Carter, D; De Kock, K; Figg, M J; Figlan, A M; George, D T; Gqada, T; Greyling, L W; Grootboom, G A; Hadebe, T Z; Hoosen, M H; Horn, W; Hunsinger, C H H; James, L V; Jongbloed, Z; Kohler, D; Kruger, H C C; Lees, R A; Lorimer, J R B; Lotriet, A; Mackay, G; Macpherson, D W; Majola, T R; Malatsi, M S; Marais, S J F; Marais, E J; Matsepe, C D; Maynier, D J; Mbhele, Z N; Mcloughlin, A R; Mhlongo, T W; Michael, N W A; Mileham, K J; Motau, S C; Ollis, I M; Stander, T; Steenhuisen, J H; Steenkamp, J; Steyn, A; Stubbe, D J; Van Der Walt, D; Van Der Westhuizen, A P; Van Dyk, V; Volmink, H C; Vos, J; Waters, M; Whitfield, A G.

Question agreed to.

Vote accordingly agreed to.

Vote No 26 – Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 27 – Communications – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 28 – Economic Development – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 29 – Energy - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 30 – Environmental Affairs - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 31 – Human Settlements - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).
Vote No 32 – Mineral Resources - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 33 – Rural Development and Land Reform – put.

Division demanded.

The House divided.

AYES - 210: Abrahams, B L; Adams, F; Adams, P E; Bam-Mugwanya, V; Basson, J V; Bekwa, S D; Beukman, F; Bhengu, P; Bhengu, F; Bhengu, N R; Bilankulu, N K; Bogopane-Zulu, H I; Bongo, B T; Bonhomme, T J; Booi, M S; Boroto, M G; Brown, L; Buthelezi, M G; Capa, R N; Capa, N; Carrim, Y I; Carter, D; Cele, B H; Cele, M A; Chabane, O C; Chikunga, L S; Chohan, F I; Chueu, M P; Coleman, E M; Cronin, J P; Dirks, M A; Dlamini, B O; Dlamini-Dubazana, Z S; Dlomo, B J; Dunjwa, M L; Filtane, M L W; Fubbs, J L; Gamede, D D; Gigaba, K M N; Gina, N; Godi, N T; Goqwana, M B; Gordhan, P J; Gumede, D M; Hanekom, D A; Hlengwa, M; Holomisa, B H; Jeffery, J H; Joemat-Pettersson, T M; Johnson, M; Kalako, M U; Kekana, P S; Kekana, C D; Kekana, E; Kekana, M D; Kenye, T E; Khoarai, L P; Khosa, D H; Khoza, T Z M; Khoza, M B; Khubisa, N M; Khunou, N P; Kilian, J D; Koornhof, G W; Kota-Fredricks, Z A; Lesoma, R M M; Letsatsi-Duba, D B; Loliwe, F S; Luyenge, Z; Luzipo, S; Maake, J J; Mabasa, X; Mabe, B P; Mabija, L; Mabilo, S P; Mabudafhasi, T R; Madella, A F; Maesela, P; Mafolo, M V; Mafu, N N; Magadla, N W; Magadzi, D P; Magwanishe, G; Mahambehlala, T; Mahlalela, A F; Mahlangu, J L; Mahlangu, D G; Maila, M S A; Majeke, C N; Majola, F Z; Makhubela-Mashele, L S; Makhubele, Z S; Makondo, T; Makwetla, S P; Malgas, H H; Maluleke, J M; Manamela, K B; Manana, M C; Manana, M N S; Manana, D P; Mandela, Z M D; Mantashe, P T; Maphatsoe, E R K; Mapisa-Nqakula, N N; Mapulane, M P; Masehela, E K M; Maseko, L M; Mashatile, S P; Mashego-Dlamini, K C; Mashile, B L; Masina, M C; Masondo, N A; Masuku, M B; Mathale, C C; Matlala, M H; Matshoba, M O; Matsimbi, C; Mavunda, R T; Maxegwana, C H M; Mbalula, F A; Mchunu, S; Mjobo, L N; Mkongi, B M; Mmemezi, H M Z; Mmola, M P; Mmusi, S G; Mncwabe, S C; Mncwango, M A; Mnganga - Gcabashe, L A; Mnguni, P J; Mnguni, D; Mogotsi, V P; Mokoto, N R; Molebatsi, M A; Molewa, B E E; Moloi-Moropa, J C; Morutoa, M R; Mosala, I; Mothapo, M R M; Motimele, M S; Motshekga, M A; Motsoaledi, P A; Mpumlwana, L K B; Mthembu, N; Mthethwa, E N; Mthethwa, E M; Mudau, A M; Nchabeleng, M E; Ndaba, C N; Ndongeni, N; Nel, A C; Nene, N M; Ngcobo, B T; Ngwenya-Mabila, P C; Nkadimeng, M F; Nkomo, S J; Nkwinti, G E; Nobanda, G N; November, N T; Nqakula, C; Ntombela, M L D; Nyalungu, R E; Nzimande, B E; Oliphant, G G; Oosthuizen, G C; Pandor, G N M; Patel, E; Peters, E D; Phaahla, M J; Phosa, Y N; Pikinini, I A; Pilane-Majake, M C C; Radebe, B A; Radebe, G S; Ralegoma, S M; Ramatlakane, L; Ramokhoase, T R J E; Rantho, D Z; Raphuti, D D; September, C C; Shabangu, S; Sibande, M P; Singh, N; Sisulu, L N; Sithole, K P; Siwela, E K; Sizani, P S; Skosana, J J; Skwatsha, M; Smith, V G; Sotyu, M M; Surty, M E; Thabethe, E; Tleane, S A; Tobias, T V; Tom, X S; Tongwane, T M A; Tseke, G K; Tseli, R M; Tsenoli, S L; Tshwete, P; Tsoleli, S P; Tsotetsi, D R; v R Koornhof, N J J; Van Rooyen, D D D; Van Schalkwyk, S R; Xego-Sovita, S T; Yengeni, L E; Zokwana, S; Zulu, L D.

NOES - 70: America, D; Atkinson, P G; Baker, T E; Basson, L J; Bhanga, B M; Boshoff, H S; Brauteseth, T J; De Kock, K; Figg, M J; Figlan, A M; Gardee, G A; George, D T; Gqada, T; Greyling, L W; Grootboom, G A; Hadebe, T Z; Hoosen, M H; Horn, W; Hunsinger, C H H; James, L V; Jongbloed, Z; Khawula, M S; Khoza, N P; Kohler, D; Kruger, H C C; Lees, R A; Litchfield-Tshabalala, K; Lorimer, J R B; Lotriet, A; Louw, E N; Mackay, G; Mackenzie, C; Macpherson, D W; Majola, T R; Malatsi, M S; Marais, S J F; Marais, E J; Mashabela, N R; Matsepe, C D; Matshobeni, A; Maxon, H O; Maynier, D J; Mbatha, M S; Mbhele, Z N; Mcloughlin, A R; Mhlongo, T W; Michael, N W A; Mileham, K J; Morapela, K Z; Motau, S C; Moteka, P G; Mulaudzi, T E; Ndlozi, M Q; Ollis, I M; Shivambu, N F; Sonti, N P; Stander, T; Steenhuisen, J H; Steenkamp, J; Steyn, A; Stubbe, D J; Twala, D L; Van Der Walt, D; Van Der Westhuizen, A P; Van Dyk, V; Volmink, H C; Vos, J; Waters, M; Whitfield, A G; Wilson, E R.

Mr M S MBATHA: Hon Chair, the screen here is dark – too dark. I think it’s off. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): All right, hon members. We are informed it is working. Just press the button. All right, hon members, can we vote? [Interjections.] Is it not working? [Interjections.]

Mr G A GARDEE: It’s working.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): It is working? All right. [Interjections.] Hon member?

Mr M S MBATHA: Hon Chair, on a point of order: There is a problem with the electronic voting. [Interjections.] There’s a problem here! There’s robbery happening here ... [Interjections.] ... because we know we have got members on that side who are voting with us,  and now this has happened like this. [Interjections.] There is a problem here!

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon members, let us vote. Let us vote. Let us vote. [Interjections.] Hon Mbatha, is it still not working? [Interjections.] The system is working, colleagues. All right, let us proceed. Let us proceed. Let us proceed. [Interjections.] All right, comrade.

Question agreed to.

Vote accordingly agreed to.

Vote No 34 – Science and Technology – agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 35 – Tourism - agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 36 – Trade and Industry - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 37 – Transport – agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 38 – Water Affairs - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).
Vote No 39 – Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation - agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 42 – Water and Sanitation - agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Vote No 43 – Women – put.

Division demanded.

The House divided.

AYES - 261: Abrahams, B L; Adams, P E; Adams, F; America, D; Atkinson, P G; Baker, T E; Basson, L J; Basson, J V; Bekwa, S D; Beukman, F; Bhanga, B M; Bhengu, P; Bhengu, F; Bhengu, N R; Bilankulu, N K; Bogopane-Zulu, H I; Bongo, B T; Bonhomme, T J; Booi, M S; Boroto, M G; Boshoff, H S; Brauteseth, T J; Brown, L; Buthelezi, M G; Capa, R N; Capa, N; Carrim, Y I; Cele, B H; Cele, M A; Chabane, O C; Chikunga, L S; Chohan, F I; Chueu, M P; Coleman, E M; Cronin, J P; De Kock, K; Dirks, M A; Dlamini, B O; Dlamini-Dubazana, Z S; Dlomo, B J; Dunjwa, M L; Figg, M J; Figlan, A M; Filtane, M L W; Fubbs, J L; Gamede, D D; George, D T; Gigaba, K M N; Gina, N; Godi, N T; Goqwana, M B; Gordhan, P J; Gqada, T; Greyling, L W; Grootboom, G A; Gumede, D M; Hadebe, T Z; Hanekom, D A; Hlengwa, M; Holomisa, B H; Hoosen, M H; Horn, W; Hunsinger, C H H; James, L V; Jeffery, J H; Joemat-Pettersson, T M; Johnson, M; Jongbloed, Z; Kalako, M U; Kekana, P S; Kekana, C D; Kekana, M D; Kekana, E; Kenye, T E; Khoarai, L P; Khosa, D H; Khoza, T Z M; Khoza, M B; Khubisa, N M; Khunou, N P; Kilian, J D; Kohler, D; Koornhof, G W; Kota-Fredricks, Z A; Kruger, H C C; Lees, R A; Lesoma, R M M; Letsatsi-Duba, D B; Loliwe, F S; Lorimer, J R B; Lotriet, A; Luyenge, Z; Luzipo, S; Maake, J J; Mabasa, X; Mabe, B P; Mabija, L; Mabilo, S P; Mabudafhasi, T R; Mackay, G; Macpherson, D W; Madella, A F; Maesela, P; Mafolo, M V; Mafu, N N; Magadla, N W; Magadzi, D P; Magwanishe, G; Mahambehlala, T; Mahlalela, A F; Mahlangu, D G; Mahlangu, J L; Maila, M S A; Majeke, C N; Majola, T R; Majola, F Z; Makhubela-Mashele, L S; Makhubele, Z S; Makondo, T; Makwetla, S P; Malatsi, M S; Malgas, H H; Maluleke, J M; Manamela, K B; Manana, M C; Manana, M N S; Manana, D P; Mandela, Z M D; Mantashe, P T; Maphatsoe, E R K; Mapisa-Nqakula, N N; Mapulane, M P; Marais, S J F; Marais, E J; Masehela, E K M; Maseko, L M; Mashatile, S P; Mashego-Dlamini, K C; Mashile, B L; Masina, M C; Masondo, N A; Masuku, M B; Mathale, C C; Matlala, M H; Matsepe, C D; Matshoba, M O; Matsimbi, C; Mavunda, R T; Maxegwana, C H M; Maynier, D J; Mbalula, F A; Mbhele, Z N; Mchunu, S; Mcloughlin, A R; Mhlongo, T W; Michael, N W A; Mileham, K J; Mjobo, L N; Mkongi, B M; Mmemezi, H M Z; Mmola, M P; Mmusi, S G; Mncwabe, S C; Mncwango, M A; Mnganga - Gcabashe, L A; Mnguni, P J; Mnguni, D; Mogotsi, V P; Mokoto, N R; Molebatsi, M A; Molewa, B E E; Moloi-Moropa, J C; Morutoa, M R; Mosala, I; Motau, S C; Mothapo, M R M; Motimele, M S; Motshekga, M A; Motsoaledi, P A; Mpumlwana, L K B; Mthembu, N; Mthethwa, E N; Mthethwa, E M; Mudau, A M; Nchabeleng, M E; Ndaba, C N; Ndongeni, N; Nel, A C; Nene, N M; Ngcobo, B T; Ngwenya-Mabila, P C; Nkadimeng, M F; Nkomo, S J; Nkwinti, G E; Nobanda, G N; November, N T; Nqakula, C; Ntombela, M L D; Nyalungu, R E; Nzimande, B E; Oliphant, G G; Ollis, I M; Oosthuizen, G C; Pandor, G N M; Patel, E; Peters, E D; Phaahla, M J; Phosa, Y N; Pikinini, I A; Pilane-Majake, M C C; Radebe, B A; Radebe, G S; Ralegoma, S M; Ramatlakane, L; Ramokhoase, T R J E; Rantho, D Z; Raphuti, D D; September, C C; Shabangu, S; Shope-Sithole, S C N; Sibande, M P; Singh, N; Sisulu, L N; Sithole, K P; Siwela, E K; Sizani, P S; Skosana, J J; Skwatsha, M; Smith, V G; Sotyu, M M; Stander, T; Steenhuisen, J H; Steenkamp, J; Steyn, A; Stubbe, D J; Surty, M E; Thabethe, E; Tleane, S A; Tobias, T V; Tom, X S; Tongwane, T M A; Tseke, G K; Tseli, R M; Tsenoli, S L; Tshwete, P; Tsoleli, S P; Tsotetsi, D R; v R Koornhof, N J J; Van Der Walt, D; Van Der Westhuizen, A P; Van Dyk, V; Van Rooyen, D D D; Van Schalkwyk, S R; Volmink, H C; Vos, J; Waters, M; Whitfield, A G; Xego-Sovita, S T; Yengeni, L E; Zokwana, S; Zulu, L D.

NOES - 15: Gardee, G A; Khawula, M S; Khoza, N P; Litchfield-Tshabalala, K; Louw, E N; Mashabela, N R; Matshobeni, A; Maxon, H O; Mbatha, M S; Mngxitam, J A; Moteka, P G; Mulaudzi, T E; Ndlozi, M Q; Shivambu, N F; Twala, D L.

ABSTAIN - 1: Carter, D.

Question agreed to.

Vote accordingly agreed to.

Schedule put and agreed to (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

ADJUSTMENTS APPROPRIATION BILL

(Second Reading debate)

There was no debate.

Bill read a second time (Democratic Alliance and Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS - REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION OF CANDIDATE TO FILL A VACANCY ON MEDIA DEVELOPMENT AND DIVERSITY AGENCY, MDDA, BOARD

Ms J C MOLOI-MOROPA: Chairperson, in summary, the portfolio committee did the work of filling the post this morning, and I would like the House to consider the report. [Interjections.] [Applause.]

There was no debate.

Question put: That the recommendation for the appointment of Ms L Vale to the Media Development and Diversity Agency board be approved.

Mr M Q NDLOZI: Hon Chairperson, could we just get a quick reading of the names? [Interjections.] Please. Yes, let’s get the names quickly and then we’ll proceed. Thank you. [Interjections.]

Ms J C MOLOI-MOROPA: Chairperson, I am sure it is fair to do a quick reading of the names, morning though it is. Of course, I will not go through the names of those who came to the interviews. I will immediately get to the names that were shortlisted. These were Palesa Kadi, Crystal Orderson, Louise Vale, Lufuno Nevhondwe and Yengwayo Kutta.

After the entire consideration of the appointment, Louise Vale was then appointed as board member of the Media Development and Diversity Agency, MDDA. I must say, after their thorough scrutiny of all the qualifications, it is important that I should thank the human resources department of Parliament for a job well done. We were really pressuring them. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

Question agreed to (Economic Freedom Fighters dissenting).

Ms L Vale accordingly recommended for appointment to the Media Development and Diversity Agency board.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE - REQUEST FOR APPROVAL BY PARLIAMENT OF ANNEXURE E TO THE SACU AGREEMENT ON MUTUAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE IN TERMS OF SECTION 231(2) OF CONSTITUTION

There was no debate.

Declarations of vote:
Mr G A GARDEE: Chairperson, the Southern African Customs Union, Sacu, benefits dictatorial regimes that are very repressive, in particular, the regime of Swaziland. Our counterparts there are not interested in assisting the people of Swaziland to achieve true political freedom from the polygamous monarch that is found next door.

Similarly, the Botswana government, a victim of imperialists, is keeping the military base of the United States of America, and its people are not benefiting from the diamond and mineral resources of that country. It has also banned our people, our leaders – in particular, the commander in chief – from visiting that place. [Interjections.] Accordingly, we are saying they should not benefit from this treaty. We thank you. [Interjections.]

Mr Y I CARRIM: Chairperson, whatever the hon member of this House thinks of Botswana and any other country, this is simply an annexure to an agreement that this Parliament endorsed. As usual, when people don’t abide by the law and they commit all sorts of offences – as will happen if this annexure is not approved – it is the very working class and poor that the EFF pretends to support and identify with, and which we, the ANC, actually do, that is the loser.
So, in short, even if one were to agree with you - not that one is - it is for precisely that reason that, in fact, you should approve of this agreement. As I said earlier in a previous debate, it’s fundamentalism: You oppose things simply to oppose them, mindlessly, and, in fact, it’s irrelevant to the needs and interests that you claim to represent. [Interjections.]

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Hon Chair, may I rise on a point of order? You know, it’s extremely irresponsible of Yunus Carrim to say we are mindlessly ... [Interjections.] We have got a principled position, which we have raised here, and that is that we can’t continue to support the dictatorial regime of the monarchy in Swaziland. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): All right.

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: So, he can’t say “mindlessly”.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon ...

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: We have given a proper perspective here.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon ...

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: We must not be treated like that. We are not children. Please. [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon Shivambu, hon members, I don’t think there would be any reason to delay the sitting more than what we have done. [Interjections.] Let us proceed, hon members.

Mr Y I CARRIM: All right, Chairperson, without giving careful thought and consideration ... [Interjections.] ... without, in fact, taking account of what you claim to be ... [Interjections.]

The TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON (Mr M R Mdakane): Hon members! Hon members! Hon members! [Interjections.] Let us hear. Hon Carrim, assist us, too. [Interjections.]  Let’s move on. [Interjections.] Hon members! No, no, no! Hon Carrim.

Mr Y I CARRIM: Chairperson, what they are saying is entirely irrelevant to the agreement that is before us. I therefore say that any sensible person would support this agreement, this annexure, whatever they might think of the countries concerned. Thank you. [Interjections.] [Applause.]

Annexure E to the SACU Agreement on Mutual Administrative Assistance accordingly approved.

Farewell speeches stood over.

The House adjourned at 03:57.
__________

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

National Assembly and National Council of Provinces

The Speaker and the Chairperson

1.	Bills passed by Houses – to be submitted to President for assent

(1) Bills passed by National Council of Provinces on 20 November 2014:

(a) Legal Aid South Africa Bill [B 8B - 2014] (National Assembly – sec 75).
(b) Division of Revenue Amendment Bill [B 11 - 2014] (National Assembly – sec 76).

