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GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

No. R.                    2024 

 

LAND COURT ACT, 2023  

 

LAND COURT REGULATIONS, 2024 

 

(a) The Minister of Justice and Correctional Services has, in terms of section 37 of the 

Land Court Act, 2023 (Act No. 6 of 2023), and subject to paragraph (b), made the regulations 

in the Schedule hereto. 

 

(b) The Minister of Justice and Correctional Services has, in terms of section 37(1)(f) and 

(g), read with section 37(2) of the Land Court Act, 2023 (Act No. 6 of 2023), and in consultation 

with the Minister of Finance, made regulations 5, 9 and 10 in the Schedule hereto. 
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SCHEDULE 

 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

 

1. Definitions and interpretation 

2. Criteria for determination of judges of Court 

3. Appointment of assessors 

4. Form of oath or affirmation of assessors 

5. Remuneration and allowances of mediator not in full time service of State 

6. Form of oath or affirmation of person appointed judge of Court and who is not judge of 

High Court 

7. Appointment of officers of Court 

8. Functions of officers of Court 

9. Fees and allowances of assessor not in full time employ of State 

10. Provision of legal assistance 

11.  Short title and commencement 

 

ANNEXURE 

 

Form 1: Form of oath or affirmation of assessors 

Form 2: Form of oath or affirmation of person appointed judge of Court and who is not 

judge of High Court 

 

Definitions and interpretation 

 

1.  In these Regulations, any word or expression to which a meaning has been 

assigned in the Act has the meaning so assigned and, unless the context otherwise indicates, 

'the Act' means the Land Court Act, 2023 (Act No. 6 of 2023).  

 

Criteria for determination of judges of Court (section 4(1)(c))  

 

2. The regulations published under Government Notice No. R. 26 of 14 January 

2016 apply with the necessary changes required by the context to the appointment of the 

judges of the Court. 

 

Appointment of assessors (sections 12(2)(a) and 37(1)(d)) 

 

3. (1)  The Court may, from time to time, frame a list of persons who, having 

regard to the nature of the business of the Court and to their ability and reputation, appear to 
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be qualified and willing to act as assessors upon reasonable notice and upon payment of the 

fee prescribed in regulation 9. 

(2) (a)  Every person who, prior to the commencement of the 

regulations, appears on the list of qualified and willing assessors continues to be an assessor 

of the Court until a new list is prepared or such person submits a written resignation to the 

registrar. 

(b)  Upon receipt of such resignation, the registrar must remove the 

name of such assessor from the list referred to in subregulation (1). 

(c)  An assessor appointed to act as such in any matter may not, 

without the leave of the Court, resign during the trial or hearing of the matter. 

(3)  Nothing in this regulation prevents the Court from appointing persons 

not included in the list of qualified and willing assessors to act as assessors in any particular 

matter. 

(4)  If at the time and place appointed for the trial or hearing either of the 

appointed assessors does not attend, the Court may either proceed to try the matter with the 

assistance of the assessor, if any, who is in attendance, or without assistance of an assessor, 

if none attended, or may adjourn the trial or hearing. 

 

Form of oath or affirmation of assessors (sections 12(3) and 37(1)(e)) 

   

4. (1) Before a person appointed as an assessor of the Court begins to 

perform the functions of an assessor of the Court, that person must take an oath or make an 

affirmation that such assessor will, on the evidence placed before that assessor, give a true 

verdict or considered opinion upon the issues to be tried.  

(2) The oath or affirmation must be on a form that corresponds substantially 

with Form 1 of the Annexure. 

  (3) The oath or affirmation is administered by presiding judge at the 

commencement of the hearing of every matter, before any evidence is led. 

(4) The oath or affirmation must be taken, made or administered in the 

manner prescribed for the taking of an oath or affirmation. 

 

Remuneration and allowances of mediator not in full time service of State (section 

29(7)) 

 

5. (1) A mediator who is not in the full time employ of the State must be paid 

by the State a daily sum of R3 500, which sum must be pro-rated in accordance with the time 

spent by that mediator while acting as such in a particular case. 
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  (2) The sum of R3 500 prescribed in subregulation (1) increases 

automatically in accordance with the consumer price index on 1 April of each year following 

upon the year on which these regulations came into operation.   

 

Form of oath or affirmation of person appointed judge of Court and who is not judge of 

High Court (section 37(1)(a)) 

   

6. (1) Before a person appointed as a judge of the Court, who is not a judge 

of the High Court, begins to perform the functions of a judge of the Court, that person must 

take an oath or make an affirmation that such person will uphold and protect the Constitution. 

(2) The oath or affirmation must be on a form that corresponds substantially 

with Form 2 of the Annexure. 

  (3) The oath or affirmation is taken only once and for the first time before 

the person assumes the duties as a judge of the Court. 

(4) The oath or affirmation must be taken, made or administered in the 

manner prescribed for the taking of an oath or affirmation. 

 

Appointment of officers of Court (section 37(1)(b)) 

 

7. The appointment of officers of the Court must be made in accordance with the 

Public Service Act, 1994 and the regulations promulgated in Government Notice No. R. 877 

of July 2016.   

 

Functions of officers of Court (section 37(1)(c)) 

 

8. Officers of the Court must perform such functions of the Court as may be 

assigned to such officer from time to time by the Chief Justice or the Secretary-General of the 

Office of the Chief Justice. 

 

Fees and allowances of assessor not in full time employ of State (section 37(1)(f) and 

37(2)) 

 

9. (1) An assessor who is not in the full time employ of the State must be paid 

by the State a daily sum of R3 500, which sum must be pro-rated in accordance with the time 

spent by that assessor while acting as such in a particular case. 
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  (2) The sum of R3 500 prescribed in paragraph (a) increases automatically 

in accordance with the consumer price index on 1 April of each year following upon the year 

on which these regulations came into operation.   

 

Provision of legal assistance (section 37(1)(g)) 

 

10. The regulations promulgated in Government Notice No. R. 745 of July 2017, in 

so far as they may be applicable to land related matters, and the expenditure related thereto, 

apply with necessary changes required by the context to parties who wish to exercise their 

right to have a dispute resolved through mediation as contemplated in the Act. 

 

Short title  

 

11. These Regulations are called the Land Court Regulations, 2024.  
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ANNEXURE 
 
 

Form 1 
Form of oath or affirmation of assessors 

 
[Regulation 4(2)] 

SECTIONS 12(3) and 37(1)(e) OF THE LAND COURT ACT, 2023 (ACT NO. 6 OF 2023) 

 
Each assessor, before the presiding judge or another judge designated by the Chief Justice, 

must swear or affirm as follows: 

I, A.B., swear/affirm that, as an assessor of the Land Court, I will, on the evidence placed 

before me, give a true verdict or considered opinion upon the issues to be tried by the Court, 

and will act in relation to all persons alike without fear, favour or prejudice, in accordance with 

the Constitution and the law. 

(In the case of an oath: So help me God.) 

(In the case of an affirmation: So I affirm.) 

 
 

Form 2 
Form of oath or affirmation of person appointed judge of Court and who is not judge 

of High Court 
 
 

[Regulation 6(2)] 
SECTION 37(1)(a) OF THE LAND COURT ACT, 2023 (ACT NO. 6 OF 2023) 

 
Each judge or acting judge, before the Chief Justice or another judge designated by the Chief 

Justice, must swear or affirm as follows: 

I, A.B., swear/affirm that, as a judge of the Land Court, I will be faithful to the Republic of South 

Africa, will uphold and protect the Constitution and the human rights entrenched in it, and will 

administer justice to all persons alike without fear, favour or prejudice, in accordance with the 

Constitution and the law. 

(In the case of an oath: So help me God.) 

(In the case of an affirmation: So I affirm.) 

 

http://dojcdnoc-jutas/nxt/foliolinks.asp?f=xhitlist&xhitlist_x=Advanced&xhitlist_vpc=first&xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl&xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title&xhitlist_d=%7bsargstat%7d&xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'gnr1311y1999r2'%5d&xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-505813
http://dojcdnoc-jutas/nxt/foliolinks.asp?f=xhitlist&xhitlist_x=Advanced&xhitlist_vpc=first&xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl&xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title&xhitlist_d=%7bstatreg%7d&xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'a116y1998'%5d&xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-179873
http://dojcdnoc-jutas/nxt/foliolinks.asp?f=xhitlist&xhitlist_x=Advanced&xhitlist_vpc=first&xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl&xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title&xhitlist_d=%7bsargstat%7d&xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'gnr1311y1999r2'%5d&xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-505813
http://dojcdnoc-jutas/nxt/foliolinks.asp?f=xhitlist&xhitlist_x=Advanced&xhitlist_vpc=first&xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl&xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title&xhitlist_d=%7bstatreg%7d&xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'a116y1998'%5d&xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-179873

