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BUDGETING FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS

• Education is an 

'immedia te ly rea lis a ble ' 

right.

• Budget cuts and other 

retrogressive measures mus t 

be subject to a grea ter leve l 

of s crutiny/justification.

• Children's budget should be 

ringfenced Recommendation: The Committees ensure the 2024/25 
budget withstands Constitutional scrutiny by reversing cuts 
and ring-fencing the children’s budget.



Poverty component is too low (3%) 

Rurality component is necessary 

P ROVI NCI AL EQUITA BLE 

SHARE

• Education component needs to be revised

• Poverty component (3%) is too low

• Rurality component is necessary

• Public consultation over formula revisions

Recommendations:
• The review of the Equitable Share formula 

includes a period of public consultation on 
proposed models;

• Treasury makes a solid commitment to 
revising the Equitable Share formula to:
• Take into account costs of education 

provisioning in rural areas when 
calculating the education component

• Increase the poverty component of the 
formula

• Take into account school quintiles
• Increase provincial equitable share 

allocations in line with inflation, growing 
levels of poverty, and the number of public 
service users



#S I F UNA  UKUF UNDA

KwaZulu Natal Province will only 

provide a per-learner subsidy of R955 to 

no-fee schools.

The National Norms and Standards for 

School Funding stipulates a minimum 

subsidy threshold of R1672 per learner at 

no-fee schools.



SCHOOL I NF RA STRUCTURE



Recommendations
• Increase the value of the 

Education Infrastructure Grant 
to at least R19.7 billion to 
enable provinces to address 
some of the most pressing 
infrastructure backlogs.

• Increase the value of the School 
Infrastructure Backlogs grant to 
R6 billion so that school 
communities in need of urgent 
infrastructure provision are 
actively reached.



EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOP ME NT

Recommendations:

• Increase the value of 

the ECD subsidy to at 

least R46 by 2029.

• Provide adequate 

funding for pre-

registration support 

and improvements to 

infrastructure.

• Phase in nutrition 

support for children 

at all ECD 

programmes, whether 

registered or 

unregistered.



Poverty component is too low (3%) 

Rurality component is necessary 

LEA RNE R TEACHER 

S UP P ORT M ATE RI AL S  

( LTS M )

• R97 million has been cut from the 

budget used to provide learners 

with workbooks.

• Cost-containment measures will 

affect resource provisions and 

quality. These workbooks need to 

last the entire year.

Re comme nda tion : Reverse cost-containment measures 

introduced to the LTSM budget so that learners have 

access to high-quality pr inted educational mater ial.



NATIONAL SCHOOL 

NUTRITION 

PROGRAMME (NSNP)

• Flagship poverty-alleviation 

programme.

• Revise estimates of food inflation 

figures so that they are more 

consistent with current figures.

• Benchmark the allocation to the 

National School Nutrition 

Programme against food inflation 

estimates.



F U N Z A L U S H A K A B U R S A RY  S C H E M E

• 48% of publicly paid teachers expected to retire and exit 

the teaching profession by 2030

• R397.9 million will be cut from the Funza Lushaka 

bursary allocation over the MTEF period

• Cost-containment measures are not consistent.

Recommendation: Prioritise teacher training through sufficient funding to the Funza 

Lushaka Bursary Scheme to reverse bursary withdrawals from 2024 PGCE candidates.



PRESIDENTIAL YOUTH 

EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVE

• The education sector presidential 

employment initiative has provided 

livelihood opportunities for over 1.1 

million young people.

• No further allocation is apparent in 

the DoRB, but the Budget Review 

notes that "About R4 billion will be 

made available for hir ing more 

teacher assistants through the 

basic education schools employment 

initiative." We lament this R2.46bn 

decrease. Recommendation: Revers e cuts to the education sector 

presidential employment initiative to support job creation and 

educational services.



RECOMMENDATIONS
Compliance with Human Rights Obligations:

• The Committees ensure the 2024/25 budget withstands Constitutional scrutiny by reversing cuts and ring-fencing the children’s budget.

Provincial Equitable Share

• The review of the Equitable Share formula includes a period of public consultation on proposed models;

• Treasury makes a solid commitment to revising the Equitable Share formula to:

• Take into account costs of education provisioning in rural areas when calculating the education component

• Increase the poverty component of the formula

• Take into account school quintiles

• Increase provincial equitable share allocations in line with inflation, growing levels of poverty, and the number of public service users

School Infrastructure Funding

• Increase the value of the Education Infrastructure Grant to at least R19.7 billion to enable provinces to address some of the most pressing infrastructure backlogs.

• Increase the value of the School Infrastructure Backlogs grant to R6 billion so that school communities in need of urgent infrastructure provision are actively reached.

Early Childhood Development

• Increase the value of the ECD subsidy to at least R46 by 2029.

• Provide adequate funding for pre-registration support and improvements to infrastructure.

• Phase in nutrition support for children at all ECD programmes, whether registered or unregistered.

Learner Teacher Support Material (LTSM)

• Reverse cost-containment measures introduced to the LTSM budget so that learners have access to high-quality printed educational material.

National School Nutrition Programme

• Revise estimates of food inflation figures so that they are more consistent with current figures.

• Benchmark the allocation to the National School Nutrition Programme against food inflation estimates.

Funza Lushaka Bursary Scheme

• Prioritise teacher training through sufficient funding to the Funza Lushaka Bursary Scheme to reverse bursary withdrawals from 2024 PGCE candidates.

Education Sector Presidential Youth Employment Initiative

• Reverse cuts to the education sector presidential employment initiative to support job creation and educational services.



THANK 
YOU
Please contact:

 Mahfouz@equaleducation.org.za

OFFICE

021 461 1421

www.eelawcentre.org.za

www.equaleducation.org.za

3rd Floor, Isivivana Centre, 8 
Mzala street khayelitsha, 
Western Cape
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