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Engen Refinery: 16 April 2006

➢ Large explosion shakes Wentworth and Merebank 

residents, leaving one worker injured. 

➢ The worker was burnt when asphalt fell on his arms 

as the fire was being extinguished. 

➢ The fire raged for 20 minutes before being brought 

under control, located at the vacuum unit producing 

oil from crude in the early stages of the refining 

process. 

➢ Residents left and sought refuge at the entrance of 

the Clairwood Racecourse. 



Engen refinery: 19 November 2007 

Storage tank with 7 million litres of Petrol burned to the ground for 

over 58 hours. Residents evacuated to the Clairwood Racecourse. 



Fire at Engen Refinery: October 2011



ENGEN Explosion 

04/12/2020



Early hours 07:30am 

04/12/2020



Flats Burnt & Over 300 houses affected 

by the explosion & people traumatized  



Child suffers from face body burnt 





ENGEN Refinery 

  We received over 50 pollution/flaring complaints from the 

period December 2023 to January 2024 emanating from Engen.

 Status of ENGEN Refinery operations in regard to the Local 

Authority licensing and scheduled trade permits.

 Why was there no public participation?

 Presentation required from the City regarding data from the 

eThekwini Municipality Air Quality monitoring Stations. 

 Data from ENGEN refinery fenceline monitoring

 Just Transition in regard to ENGEN Refinery a presentation 

required from the company. 

 What methodology was used to consult the residents of South 

Durban. 



 The role of National department of Agriculture and 

Environmental on this matter. 

 We require information on what activities are been done at 

ENGEN refinery.

 We require information on who gave the permission and on 

what basis the permission was granted

 What is the long term Plan of Engen?   

 Are they still within the perimeters of the bylaws of the City 

 What are the people of S.D view on the Engen’s future, public 

participation required. 



Sites  
Start 

Date 

End 

Date 
SO2 NO2 O3 CO PM2.5 PM10 

Wind 

Direction 

Wind 

Speed 

Relative 

Humidity 

Barometric 

Pressure 

Solar 

Radiation 

Ambient 

Temperature 

Alverstone 2005 Present     x     x             

Amanzimtoti 2014 Present x   x   x x x x x x x x 

Cato Ridge 2014 Present x   x   x x x x x x x x 

City Hall 2005 Present x       x x             

Ganges 2005 Present x       x x             

Grosvenor 2005 2015 x           x x x x x x 

Hambanathi 2015 Present x x x   x x x x x x x x 

Jacobs 2005 2014 x x         x x x x x x 

New Germany 2014 Present x x     x x x x x x x x 

Prospecton 2005 Present x                       

Settlers 2005 Present x       x x             

Southern Works 2005 Present x       x x x x x x x x 

Umkomaas 2018 Present x x x   x x x x x x x x 

Warwick 2005 Present x     x x x             

Wentworth 2005 Present x       x x x x x x x x 

               

Not Monitored                

Monitored x              

 

List of pollutants monitored across the 

eThekwini AQM



School learners gassed 



Benzene (VOC’s Family)

Carcinogenic 



South African Constitution 

➢ Section 24: Environment
Everyone has the right—

(a) to an environment that is not harmful to their health or 
wellbeing; and

➢ Section 41: Principles of co-operative government and 
intergovernmental relations

1. All spheres of government and all organs of state within each 
sphere must

(b) Secure the well-being of the people of the republic 



Withholding information 

Section 32: Access to information

➢1. (a) Any information held by the state 

This includes environmental information which, according to 
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, “each individual shall have 
appropriate access to information concerning the environment 
that is held by public authorities, including information on 
hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and 
the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. 
States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and 
participation by making information widely available.”



Air Quality Management Forum

For open democracy to work there must be openness 

and respect.

*Accountability  

Access to information so that we arrive at sound 

decision.

* Putting plans in place to make relevant information 

easily accessible to the public.



Desmond D’Sa will elaborate on the 

following: 

 The visit by the Portfolio Committee and disrespect shown to members by 

ENGEN management.

 The site tour to see the damage within the refinery by members of Parliament.

 The refinery management refusing to provide information despite agreeing to 

work with the community.

 The members of ENGEN labour force interdicted by the company 

 ENGENS incidents of gassing the affected since their start up of certain units 

without notifying their fenceline neighbours. 

 The lack of any action by our local health regulator.



NGIYABONGA!
www.sdcea.co.za
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