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Ben Sassman

57 Years Old

Born in Cape Town

Lived in Gauteng 24 years

Human Resources Background – 6 Years

Trade and Investment – US and British Governments

2012 – Own Business – African Countries

2022 – Hemp 4 Life



February 27, 2024

Deputy Minister Rosemary Nokuzola Capa

DISCONNECT: Law-Makers and actual 

Cannabis and Hemp Farming



CANNABIS HEMP

Look, feels and smells the same Look, feels and smells the same 

TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL (THC)

15% - 25%

0.2%35%

The Good Kush

CANNABINOIDS (CBD)

Pain Medication Pain Medication 

Cancer Treatment Cancer Treatment



Plant 1 Kg 50 Hectares Sell Biomass Total CBD Crude Oil Total CBD Isolate Total

Cannabis R16k - R20k 14,706 kg R13m R13m 3,760 kg

Hemp R5 - R11 14,706 kg R73,530 R73,530 3,760 kg R3,2m 448 kg R4.8m



CANNABIS HEMP

Grow Crop Grow Crop

Harvest Harvest

Trim Flowers/ Buds Shred Plant

Sell to Client Dry Biomass

Use Chemicals

Mill to Powder - Extractor Plant

Convert to CBD Crude Oil

Winterize

Convert to CBD Isolate

Sell to Client



Hemp Permits Issued



SAHPRA Cannabis Licenses Issued

102



What Politicians Say



SA Government Funded Cannabis and Hemp Farms (1)

ZERO
High Risk Sector

Annual Profits are over R50m Only offer Refunds/ReimbursementsNot a Recognized Crop

No Start-Up FundingBudget is Depleted

Black Industrialist Scheme





Hi, Mr. Sassman, how are you? Fine, thank you. I'm fine, thank 
you. I'm speaking to Angie, the PA. I'm calling from DESTEA. 
Yes, how are you doing? I'm fine, thank you. How are you? Ah, 
good, man. I've been dying to speak to you.

I know. Sorry, I would like to... My comrade just called me now 
to ask me to call you. Okay. I'm not sure why she did not tell 
you, but she asked me to call you and tell you that your 
proposal was not approved because the business is not yet 
operational. 

So I think you can speak to her and find out more of that from 
her. You know, what's sad about that is that Franklin and Pumla 
and everyone else knew about that. Everyone knew that this is 
a startup business.

Why do you guys take so long to tell us that? But thank you for 
the call. Thanks, eh? Thank you.



R1,000,000R9,000,000R18,000,000R36,000,000R44,000,000R51,000,000R58,800,000R61,700,000R74,600,000R79,000,000

Capital Required for HEMP 4 LIFE

R65,000,000

R41,000,000

R25,000,000



Possible Funding Came with CONDITIONS 

Purchase order for my HEMP product(s)

Purchase order for my Vegetables

Water License for the Farm R886,000.00



Amanda Tshaya – She could not help and referred me to Anthony Moloto of 

the Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DALRRD)

“No South African Government Funding Agency will fund that amount of 
money for a Free State project because of the Estina Dairy Farm scandal, I 
will not put my signature to it even if the President, himself, tells me to do it.” 

Anthony Moloto



Environmental Impact Assessment  -  Of all the Funding Houses they had the 
longest list of documents they required. My personal bank required less documents 
for my home loan which was four times the value. 

Their website clearly states they help START-UPS yet they declined my 
application because it was “not OPERATIONAL”. 



They offered me a COMFORT LETTER but wanted an OFF-TAKE Agreement for the 
Vegetables – IMPOSSIBLE. Moved my application to Gauteng – Board Members

Consider my application, but wanted 50% Project Owner Contribution. 



CEO Charles Manual (InvestSA) – 3 Months – Black Industrialist Scheme – Only do refunds 

Denice Chaplog – Only help applicants with a CLEAN CREDIT RECORD



Minister -  Nazeem Hendricks – JOBS FUND – “Matching Funding”

THE LIST GOES ON

I had a meeting scheduled – Coloured they cancelled – 3 years – who will be 
responsible for the R40 Billion. VAAL River – “Outside Vanderbijlpark/Vereeniging”.



WhatsApp Group – 261 Cannabis and Hemp License and Permit Holders

48 Coloured Members – ZERO Support

South Africa Population – 60,000,000

Coloured Population – 5,600,000

9,3% - 10% Should be successful



Hemp 4 Life 

R65,000,000

285 Hectare



USA Client

(R11,700 per Kilo)

Monthly Revenue Generation of: 

R9,500,000



Thank you

x
x
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