
ILLEGAL SNARING  
A deadly threat to biodiversity
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Legislation

In terms of the ordinance: “trap” means any trap, springtrap, 

snare
, gin, cage, net, pitfall or birdlime and any other device 

or method whatsoever which can be used or adapted for the 

capture of wild animals;
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•  Bushmeat hunting is linked to socio-economic factors:
•  Economic hardship
•  Low levels of formal education
•  Unemployment
•  Food insecurity (Lindsey et al., 2013)

• Drivers of snaring in Boland, Western Cape
• Protein supplementation 95%
• Convenience 81%
• Pest control 12% 
• Cultural requirements 5%
• Commercial buying / selling 2.5%
• Recreational hunting 2.5% (Nieman et al., 2019)

• For subsistence but an increasingly commercial practice
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Why are snares set?



Snaring – A global extinction crisis

Uganda: 674 snares 
removed in 4 months, 

density 0.08 – 4.58 snares / 
km2 (Mudumba et al. 2021) 

Zimbabwe: >1,400 animals rotting 
and wasted in snares in Zimbabwe 
study in 4-year period (Lindsey et al. 
2011)

Boland, Western Cape: 
671 snares found in 1 

year (Kendon et al. 2022)

Kruger National Park: 
Removed 14,000 snares between 2020 – 

2022; 415 animals killed in snares in 
2023 (T. Walters, Daily Maverick)
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Snaring increased 

• Closer to protected areas, rivers and at 

slightly higher elevations

• If people didn’t know it was illegal

• If punitive measures were lacking

References:
Kendon et al. (2022), Mann et 

al. (2019), Nieman et al. (2019)
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snarefree.co.za
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Western 
Cape Snare 
Response 

Plan
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Public reporting
↓

Communication structures
↓

Coordinated response
↓

Data collection
↓

Follow-up and support

Snare Free Hotline | Phone: 076 127 8485 

snarefree.co.za
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Snare Free – Resources & Outreach

FACT SHEET

A landowner’s guide to

MONITORING AND PREVENTING
ILLEGAL HUNTING WITH SNARES

What does the law say?
Hunting with snares is specified as 
a prohibited hunting method in 
terms of the Nature Conservation 
Ordinance No.19 of 1974, specifically 
section 29 (d).

“…29. Prohibited ways of hunting.—No 
person shall unless he or she is the hold-
er of a permit authorising him or her to 
do so, hunt any wild animal—
(d) by means of any trap…”

What is a snare? 
A snare trap is a simple piece of wire, cable, twine 
or nylon fashioned into a noose. The noose is then 
anchored to trees, fence posts and other vegetation, 
and positioned in such a way to capture animals either 
by the foot (placed parallel with the surface) or by the 
head or body (suspended vertically).

* Nieman, W.A., Leslie, A.J., Wilkinson, A. Wossler, T.C. 2019. Socioeconomic and 
biophysical determinants of wire-snare poaching incidence and behaviour in the Boland 
Region of South Africa. Journal for Nature Conservation. Volume 52.
** Nieman, W.A., Leslie, A.J., & Wilkinson, A. 2019. Traditional medicinal animal use by 
Xhosa and Sotho communities in the Western Cape Province, South Africa. Journal of 
Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine, 15:34.

Why do people use this
method of hunting? 
Materials used to make snares are cheap 
and easy to come by. Snares are light-
weight, can be carried inconspicuously 
and are not easily detected in the land-
scape, if one does not look out for it 
specifically. 

Snare hunters who took part in a survey* in 
the Western Cape (2017/18) indicated that 
the bushmeat is mostly used for nutritional 
self-use. In some instances, animals are 
snared for their skins (to be used in regalia 
and head dresses) and in rare cases even 
for traditional medicine (muthi).** 

Where are snares 
placed? 
Snares are placed along game 
trails or fence lines where there is 
a lot of animal activity. The nooses 
are carefully camouflaged or held 
in place with fine vegetation, and 
twigs or rocks are often placed to 
direct animal movement towards 
the snare. Some hunters even go 
as far as baiting their traps or plac-
ing them directly in front of ani-
mal dwellings (such as porcupine 
burrows). Stands of alien and dis-
turbed natural vegetation tend to 
be hotspots for snaring activity.

Snare with guide sticks

Snare in a path

Snare placed in front of an 
animal dwelling Wire snare in a vineyard

Nylon rope snare Wire snare against a pole

snarefree.co.za/resources/

Information guides, legislation support, 
videos, posters, scientific publications

Promoting snare awareness through 
training and education

©Cape Leopard Trust



1. Research: Uncovering and understanding snaring
• Multi-method approach
• Behaviours around snaring extremely difficult to examine
• Snaring impact is underestimated
• More information needed outside Protected Areas (van Velden et al., 2018)
• Predicting snaring hotspots (e.g. Loveridge et al., 2020; Kendon et al., 2022, Watson et al., 2013)

2. Conservation: Implementing strategies to address snaring
• Short term: Snare removal, responding to live animals, policing and patrolling
• Long term: Addressing the drivers of snaring & supporting other areas in need

3. Education: 
• Spread awareness about snaring 
• Upskill and educate communities to improve livelihoods
• Improve legislation and mitigation around snaring

Snaring ‘solutions’
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A call to action before it is too late. We need

• A national strategy led by a national forum
• Increased knowledge sharing and awareness
• Improved data collection, collation and analysis
• Resources on the ground to enable mitigation
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Snaring – A growing problem requiring urgent 
multifaceted solutions



Dr Kathryn S. Williams

rcdirector@capeleopard.org.za 

Tel: +27 72 638 4670

www.capeleopard.org.za

www.snarefree.co.za 

Contact me

Thank you to IFAW for 
supporting our snare 
mitigation project
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