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Background

 On 13 September 2022 the Deputy Minister of Police and a delegation from the South African Police Service (SAPS) 

presented to the  Portfolio Committee on Forestry, Fisheries, and Environment, updating the Committee on the land 

invasion at Knoflokskraal, Grabouw.

 A follow-up briefing was done , on 25 October 2022, followed by a Government-Community engagement, on 25 

November 2022, at Grabouw.

 This presentation is intended to provide an update on matters under investigation by the SAPS.

 The first person to set up an informal structure in Knoflokskraal was Richard Isaacs from Genadendal. At the time he 

claimed that the area originally belonged to the Khoisan and he was a direct descendant to the Khoisan by birth as his 

mother’s maiden surname was ‘Haas’ which is unique to the Khoisan clan.

 Thereafter, he encouraged and recruited people from the Cape Flats to erect illegal structures at Knoflokskraal, in 

accordance with his claim.
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Background (2)
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 The first report by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and Environment to the 

SAPS, was during 2020.

 The SAPS attended to and investigated all reported crimes associated with the 

unlawful occupation at Knoflokskraal.

 The Sheriff of the Court and security personnel were appointed to demolish half 

erected structures and unoccupied dwellings on the land.

 Subsequently, a High Court Order (Containment Order) was granted directing that 

no evictions can be executed nor further persons, other than the current 

occupants at the time, be allowed to erect more structures.



Interventions

 Daily visible policing deployment to patrol the area.

 Deployment of the Public Order Policing, to deal with public violence and service delivery protests.

 Integrated Crime Prevention Operations involving Provincial Traffic, Rural Flying Squad and Law enforcement.

 Multidisciplinary stakeholder meetings involving the SAPS, the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and 

Environment and the National Department of Public Works and Infrastructure (NDPWI).

 Public engagements with Community Leaders and the Human Rights Commissioner by the stakeholders.

 Weekly Provincial meetings addressing spontaneous and planned service delivery protest including land invasion.

 Assistance to the Sherriff of the Court to implement orders of the Court.

 Community Awareness, Reporting to the Extortion Hotline: 0800 31 44 44
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Cost Breakdown of Interventions
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Reported Cases
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Summary of Reported Offences
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Geographical Map of the Property
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High Court Order
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High Court Order
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High Court Order
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High Court Order
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High Court Order

20



High Court Order
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Closing Remarks

 The identified area where the complaint emanates from is Knoflokskraal, which is identified as ERF 335.

 The High Court Order relates to ERF 336 & ERF 445 only and therefore enforcement of the order excludes Knoflokskraal – ERF 335.

 The pending eviction order hampers progress in addressing the matter as the current ‘Containment Order’ only directs that no further persons 

may occupy ERF 336 & 445.

 A list of persons and plots occupied on ERF 336 and 445, as surveyed by the Sheriff of the Court, was provided. 

 His detailed sworn statement to be obtained.

 The National Department of Public Works and Infrastructure (NDPWI) and the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment to appoint a 

authorised person to depose sworn statements for investigation and court purposes.

 The construction of appropriate fencing and signage prohibiting entrance to the property should be implemented as it is a factor considered in 

the decision by the National Prosecuting Authority to prosecute offenders for trespassing.

 It needs to be noted that during May 2021 when the Sheriff of the court, supported by the SAPS attempted to demolish and remove 

uncompleted and unoccupied structures on the property, they were stopped by the NDPWI.

 Clarity on the above will be obtained upon receipt of the statement from the Sherriff.

 All matters are to be referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) after receipt of the statement from the Sheriff.
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THANK YOU
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