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BRIEFING NOTES ON DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE: RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF 

SEXUAL OFFENSES COURT: MULTI-PARTY WOMEN’S CAUCUS. 

1. Introduction 

The aim of this is to provide a brief background history in relation to sexual offences courts in 

South Africa, and thereby give a context on the Department of Justice’s report on progress made 

with the re-establishment of sexual offences courts. 

2. Historical background of sexual offences courts. 

Sexual Offences Courts were first introduced in South Africa in 1993 through piloting at Wynberg 

Regional Court. The Wynberg Regional Court project was aimed at improving prosecution and 

adjudication of sexual offences cases as well as providing victim centric mechanisms to prevent 

secondary victimisation. The Wynberg Sexual Offenses Court pilot programme was deemed 

successful, and this led to establishment of more Sexual Offences Courts around the country. 

Those Sexual Offences Courts, experienced certain challenges, which led to discontinuation of 

those sexual offences courts. 

In 2012, the Minister of Justice, established a Ministerial Advisory Task Team on the Adjudication 

of Sexual Offences Matters(MATTSO) to investigate the possibility of re- establishing of Sexual 

Offences Courts. The MATTSO undertook research to determine causes of experienced 

challenges, after which certain recommendations were put forward, including the following: 

 Sexual Offences Courts to be re-established, (The Sexual Offences Courts established after 

this recommendation, are referred to as MATTSO Courts). 

  Introduction of a sexual offences court model with a basket of services and resources to be 

provided.  
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 Recommended provision of a legislative and enabling framework for provision of sexual 

offences court, and, further recommended finalisation of the amendment of the Criminal Law 

(Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act 32 of 2007.   

The recommendation for legislative provisions also included importance of designation of certain 

regional courts as Sexual Offences Courts. Section 55A (1) was inserted in the Criminal Law 

(Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, to provide for designation of these 

courts. Changes in legislation led to adoption of regulations to guide designation including the 

resourcing of sexual offences courts.  

The adopted Regulations Relating to Sexual Offences Courts (SOC Regulations) outline 

requirements for each sexual offenses court. The SOC Regulations specify that each Sexual 

Offences Court should provide victim centric services and must have certain facilities which 

include, a waiting area, a testifying room, a court preparation room, and a consultation room etc. 

These specified requirements and services should be victim centric including being child friendly, 

accessible to persons living with disabilities and to be appropriated equipped and furnished. 

2.1 Suggested points of clarity 

 

 Currently how many courts in total are dealing with sexual offences and related matters, 

and what victim-centric services are provided in these courts. 

 If there are any courts dealing with sexual offences matters that are not able to provide 

victim centric services, what plans are in place to ensure that those courts are adequately 

resourced. 

 

 


