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1. PURPOSE OF THE PRESENTATION

The purpose of the presentation is to present the
contents of the NYDA Amendment Bill to the Portfolio
Committee for Women, Rights and Persons with
Disabilities
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2. BACKGROUND 
 The National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) was established as

the merger of the National Youth Commission (NYC) and

Umsobomvu Youth Fund (UYF).

 Its founding legislation is the NYDA Act, Act No. 54 of 2008.

 The proposal to amend the Act is intended to mainly address the

challenges related to execution of its broad legislated mandate.

 It is also geared towards intensifying youth development service

provision.

 Extensive consultations were conducted with relevant stakeholders,

across sectors in all spheres of government.

 Those included all provinces and the NEDLAC constituencies.

 The Presidency conducted the Socio-Economic Impact Assessment

Study (SEIAS).

 Office of the Chief State Law Advisor (OCSLA) was consulted and

certified the Bill.

 The draft Bill was approved by Cabinet for tabling in Parliament in

February 2022.
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3. PROBLEM STATEMENT 

 Young people constitute more than a third of the population, and therefore a
large segment of the population compared to other groupings

 South Africa’s youth population, those aged between the ages of 14-35, is
about 20.19 million of its entire population of 60.6 million

 Hence, South Africa, like the rest of the world is committed to youth
development advancement.

 However, young people continue to face stubborn persistent challenges
such as multidimensional poverty, structural unemployment, and inequality.

 These challenges are evidenced by the social ills experienced by the
youths; their exclusion from the mainstream economy; and lack of access to
opportunities.

 As the present and the future of our society, young people are a driving force
to be reckoned with, for the development of their communities and society.

 There is a need to deliberately invest in youth in order to increase their
active participation in societal affairs.

 Lack of investment in youth development, will result in disastrous effects that
would certainly reverse the country’s social and economic efforts.
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4. PROCESS OF AMENDING THE ACT

Solicited comments 
and inputs from the 

Offices of the 
Premiers 

Minister 
appointed an 

Inter-
Departmental 

Task Team

The Task Team 
developed a base 

document 
proposing 

amendment areas

The document was 
consulted 

internally and 
externally with 
stakeholders

Socio-Economic 
Impact 

Assessment 
Study was 

conducted and 
Certification 

granted

The Bill was 
refined and 
submitted 

to the 
Minister for 

approval

The Bill was 
submitted  to 
OCSLA in the 
Department of 

Justice and 
Constitutional 

Development for 
drafting

The Bill was 
Internally 

consulted with the 
stakeholders

The Bill was then 
presented to 

SPCHD TWG, 
ESEID, GSCID, & 

JCPS DevCom
working groups 

and clusters 

The Bill aas
presented to 

Cabinet 
Committee and 

then Cabinet 
for approval as 
a discussion 

document

The Bill was broadly 
consulted with 
stakeholders  

through media, 
advertisements,  

electronic 
distribution & also 
through physical 

and online sessions

The Bill was 
refined, 

resubmitted to 
SEIAS & OCSLA for 
final approval. Final 

certificates were 
issued and it was 
then approved by 

Cabinet for tabling 
in Parliament 
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5. STRATEGIC FOCUS

 Amendment of the NYDA Act seeks to address the challenges
identified in practical implementation of the original Act.

 This is in line with Chapter 11 of the National Development Plan
(NDP), which highlights the need to build an effective development
system that brings about improved results for vulnerable groups,
whilst enhancing the state’s capacity to deliver services.

 The amendment also advances effective and efficient service
provision, articulated in the Medium Term Strategic Framework
(MTSF).

 All these will contribute to attainment of the NDP’s goal of ensuring a
capable, developmental, and ethical state that directs implementation
of the District Development Model (DDM).
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6. CONSULTATIONS

Extensive public participation were

done through the following:

 NYDA;

 DWYPD;

 Political youth formations;

 Technical Working Groups of the Clusters,

DG Clusters, Cabinet Committee, Cabinet;

 National Youth Machinery Forum;

 Social Development Youth Forum;

 South African National Youth Council;

 Portfolio Committee for WYPD.

 Publication of the Bill (Jan-Feb 2021);

 Virtual, hybrid and physical consultation
sessions across all provinces (Jan-June
2021);

 Local government stakeholders virtual
session convened by SALGA took place
on Friday 19 February 2021;

 National Civil society organisations,
including NEDLAC constituencies,
between March and May 2021.

 ESIEID Cluster on 22 July 2021; GSCID
TWG and Cluster on 20 July 2021 and
29 July 2021 respectively; the
Development Committee of the JCPS
Cluster on 17 July 2021; SPCHD TWG
and Cluster on 17 August and 08
September 2021 respectively.

A consolidated consultation report is available
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7. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

 There was a need to amend the NYDA Act, in order to:

 Ensure alignment with the President’s pronouncement for
establishment of the Department of Women, Youth and Persons with
Disabilities (DWPD), as there was a shift in the NYDA’s reporting line;

 ensure that the Executive Authority (EA) is the Minister responsible
for Youth Development (DWYPD), as delegated by the President;

 respond to the outcry from the public regarding poor visibility of the
NYDA, particularly in deep rural areas;

 make the NYDA’s broad mandate to be more focused, given the
resource constraints. This would ensure better redirection of resources
to areas where there is greater need and improved management of the
public expectations;

 optimize service delivery by ensuring that the NYDA focuses on
intensifying implementation in response to young people’s needs;

 amend the objects of the Agency to focus on initiating, designing,
and piloting socio-economic programmes and projects that
empower the youth;
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7. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS cont…

 clarify the roles of the NYDA in relation to that of other key

role players within the youth development space to avoid

duplication;

 provide for key programmes that are scalable and have high

impact such as the National Youth Service; Youth

Entrepreneurship development and support; Youth Advisory

and Information services; and issuing of grants;

 establish offices which offer the NYDA’s products and

services at provincial and local levels;

 enhance good governance as well as the stability within the

agency;
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7. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS cont…

 increase the Board members from 7 to 10 non-executive

Directors, categorized as follows:

o seven (7) voting members appointed through the

Parliamentary process, two (2) of whom are designated

as non-executive Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson;

o two (2) of whom represent the Executive Authority and

are ex officio members, without voting rights;

o the CEO as an ex-officio member, without voting rights;

 prescribes the eligibility age for appointment as non-

executive Board members with voting rights as between

18 and 35 years.

 the term of office for the Board to remain at 3 years.
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7. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS cont…

 Board members to have relevant qualification/s, knowledge,

expertise and/ or experience in the field of youth

development, policy development, social development,

business, economics, public management, and/or law.” The

provision for age, knowledge, and experience for Board

members establishes clear standards and enhances

recruitment of members who can make positive change.

 provide for non-executive Board members, so that the Board’s

focus is on its governance role in the organization. This

eliminates any potential conflict between what EXCO does vs

what the Board does, thus enhancing good governance;

 prescribes the age range of 18-35 and for the Board members

who turn 35 while in office to be allowed to finish their term;

 provides for the filling of Board vacancies to close the critical

identified gap in the original legislation;
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7. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS cont...

 provides for appointment of an Interim Board by the

President on recommendation of the Minister. The Bill

limits the term of the Interim Board to 6 months.

 It provides for dissolution of the Board in situations

where a large majority of the Board resigns or is no longer

able to discharge its responsibilities.

 prescribe for establishment of the Board committees at the

discretion of the Board such as: Executive Management

Committee; Human Resources and Remuneration

Committee; Risk Committee; Development Committee;

Social and Ethics Committee; Information Communication

Technology Committee; and Audit Committee.

 provide for development of the Status of Youth Report every

two years instead of three.

3
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7. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS cont...

 provide for the “Organs of State to assist the agency as may be

reasonably required in fulfilling its functions.” This clause places

an obligation on the Organs of State to support the Agency and

not simply ignore it. This would help improve collaboration as

well as the pooling of resources in the spirit of implementation

of the IGR framework.

 There is re-arrangement of various sections and sub sections.
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8. High Level Summary of key inputs received 

 Impact of the age of Board members was a hotly contested topic.

 The provision of non-Executive Board members is widely

supported by the public.

 Balancing act was needed on how objects of the Agency are

captured (expansive vs short descriptions).

 The need for provincial representation or even provincial Boards

came up, but it was considered to be expensive, in light of budget

cuts as this would require increasing budget greatly.

 50/50 gender representation on the Board and meaningful

representation for persons with disabilities was raised and

supported.

 The Agency’s service delivery model should not ignore technology

and also not exclude reaching out to youth through traditional

means.
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9. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Portfolio Committee should:

- note the contents of the consulted NYDA Amendment Bill; 
and 

- note that the DWYPD’s and the NYDA’s teams will be 
available to support the Portfolio Committee for WYPD 
throughout the public participation process, until 
enactment of the Bill by the President. 



Thank you!!


