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Climate change and the industrialised food system
The Climate Change Bill and the right to food, water and climate justice



Overview of our presentation:

1. Background to Biowatch

2. The critical intersection between food systems, 
climate change and the Right to food

3. Key comments on the Bill



• Biodiversity
• Food sovereignty
• Agroecology
• Social justice

Our national research, advocacy 
and policy interventions are 
grounded in the experiences of 
rural people working the land.





2. The critical intersection between food systems, climate 
change and the Right to food



Source: www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-08-15-south-africa-is-on-the-brink-of-a-global-heating-disaster

South Africa a climate change hotspot

“We are so vulnerable because we are 
naturally a warm and dry, water-stressed 
country with sporadic drought. Now this 
region is becoming drastically warmer 
and generally drier. When a warm and dry 
region becomes drastically warmer and 
drier, then the options for adaptation are 
greatly limited.”

Francois Engelbrecht, Professor of Climatology 
Wits Global Change Institute



The global food system’s impact on climate change
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Food commodity value chain in the
industrialised food system

1. Land clearing   2. Production and harvesting   3. Processing   4. Manufacturing   5. Distribution and retail  6. Consumption 



South Africa’s food system emissions

70% livestock

11% field crops

Highest rate of emissions

18%



The global
industrialised

food system is at 
the centre of 

intersecting crises



We support a Climate Change Bill 
that addresses the urgency of a 

coherent response for a just 
transition that includes building

climate resilience in the food system 
through systemic change.



AGROECOLOGY
A sustainable food system that 
supports and builds biodiversity, 
nutrition and climate resilience

• Produces healthy, nutritious food

• Ensures food and resource sovereignty

• Conserves water

• Builds healthy soils

• Is zero waste

• Strengthens livelihoods, local and rural economies

• Supports co-operation and abundance

• Builds healthy and inclusive communities

• Values and conserves biodiversity







3. Key comments on the Bill



Include an additional guiding principle for the interpretation and
application of the Climate Act in Chapter 1:

‘the need for an intersectoral approach to transform our food and
agricultural systems using agroecological approaches to mitigate
and be more resilient to climate change while ensuring the Right of
all South Africans to adequate healthy and nutritious food and safe
drinking water.’

Although Rights to food and water are enshrined in the 
constitution we have deepening hunger and water crises 



Include an additional guiding principle for the interpretation and
application of the Climate Act in Chapter 1:

‘ensuring climate mitigation and adaptation plans contribute to the
regeneration of our natural resource base and well-being of all
communities; and avoid investments, public programmes and subsidies
that create path dependencies that lock our society and economy into
development that continues to be based on extractivism and that causes
harm to ecosystems and society.’

The need for a regenerative and rights based approach to 
development for climate, economic and environmental justice



Whose rights are supported? Mechanisms for conflict 
resolution

Add an Objective in Chapter 1:

‘Outline conflict resolution mechanisms to ensure that the 
objectives and principles of this Act are realised in support of a just 
transition that enables a good life for all South Africans, in the 
context of climate resilient and zero-emissions development.’



• Urgency to respond

• Public access to climate change information

• Public participation in climate response

• Role of & representation in the Presidential Climate 
Commission 

• Penalties for non-compliance



Concern that approaches to adaptation and mitigation
outlined in the 2011 Climate Change Response White 
Paper are outdated but are still influencing sectoral 
strategies.

For example, the White Paper does not address systemic 
interventions and in section 5.3 on Agriculture and 
Commercial Forestry promotes Climate Smart Agriculture 
and plantations.

The need to rethink and redesign processes and not just 
rely on techno fixes 



Download Biowatch publications: 

• Climate change and the food system

• Food sovereignty

• Farmer’s rights

• Agroecology 

www.biowatch.org.za/publications-documents/


