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Annexure C
REPORT TO RULES COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE FOR MEETING ON 2 SEPTEMBER 2022
1.
BACKGROUND

There are currently four items of business that require the urgent attention of the Rules 
Committee. These are name changes to certain portfolio committees, the report of the Subcommittee on Physical Removal of Members from the Chamber and a summary of the Investigation into allegations of gender-based violence during the removal of members from the Chamber on 9 and 10 June 2022, and reports on the responses by Ministers regarding unanswered questions.
2.
NAME CHANGES TO CABINET PORTFOLIOS AND PORTFOLIO COMMITTEES
2.1.
BACKGROUND

1.
NA Rule 225 provides that the Speaker, acting with the concurrence of the Rules Committee, must establish a range of portfolio committees, assign a portfolio of government affairs to each committee and determine a name for each committee.

2.
At the start of the 6th Parliament, on 5 June 2019, the NARC gave effect to Rule 225 by agreeing to a range of portfolio committees, their composition and gave a name to each committee mirroring Cabinet portfolios.
2.2.
NAME CHANGES TO CABINET PORTFOLIOS

1.
On 26 June 2020, in Government Gazette No 43474 (attached for ease of reference), the President in terms of section 97 of the Constitution, 1996, transferred the administration, powers and functions entrusted by the specified legislation and all amendments thereto, to the specified Cabinet member as set out in the table below.

	
	Column 1
	Column 2

	
	Previous Cabinet member
	New Cabinet member

	
	
	

	1.
	Minister of Communications
	Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies

	2.
	Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries
	Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

	3.
	Minister of Higher Education, Science and Technology
	Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation

	4.
	Minister of Sports, Arts and Culture 
	Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture

	5.
	Minister of Trade and Industry
	Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition

	
	
	


2.
The above name changes to Cabinet portfolios took effect immediately.
2.3.
ROLE OF NA RULES COMMITTEE

1.
As pointed out above, the NARC established portfolio committees in June 2019.
2.
It is necessary for the Rules Committee to formalise the names of the new portfolio committee names in terms of Rule 225. 
3.
Such formalisation would synchronize the names of portfolio committees and Cabinet portfolios as required by Rule 225. 

	
	Column 1
	Column 2

	
	Previous Portfolio Committee name
	New Portfolio Committee name

	
	
	

	1.
	Portfolio Committee on Communications
	Portfolio Committee on Communications and Digital Technologies

	2.
	Portfolio Committee on Environment, Forestry and Fisheries
	Portfolio Committee on Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

	3.
	Portfolio Committee on Higher Education, Science and Technology
	Portfolio Committee on Higher Education, Science and Innovation

	4.
	Portfolio Committee on Sports, Arts and Culture 
	Portfolio Committee on Sport, Arts and Culture

	5.
	Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry
	Portfolio Committee on Trade, Industry and Competition


3.
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AFTER AN INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGATIONS OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE ARISING FROM THE EVENTS OF 9 AND 10 JUNE 2022


An independent investigation was commissioned to investigate allegations of gender-based violence arising from the events of 9 and 10 June 2022. A summary of the recommendations is attached for the consideration of the Rules Committee.
4.
REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON PHYSICAL REMOVAL OF MEMBER FROM CHAMBER

During the sittings of the National Assembly on 9 and 10 June 2022, on Budget Vote 1 – The Presidency, several members of the National Assembly were physically removed from the Chamber in terms of the Rules. 
According to Rule 73(12), whenever a member is physically removed from the Chamber in terms of this rule, the circumstances of such removal must be referred by the Speaker, within 24 hours, for consideration to a Subcommittee of the Rules Committee appointed for that purpose. The Subcommittee on Physical Removal of Member from Chamber (the Subcommittee) was accordingly convened to consider the circumstances of the physical removal of members from the Chamber as referred to it by the Speaker, taking into account the provisions of Rule 203. 
Rule 203(1) provides that in considering the circumstances of the physical removal of a member from the Chamber in terms of Rule 73(12), the Subcommittee must take into account all relevant aspects including the conduct of the member concerned; the ruling by the relevant presiding officer; and the manner in which the member was removed. Rule 203(3) provides that the Subcommittee’s mandate in considering the circumstances referred to it does not extend to disciplinary proceedings against the member nor a formal review of the presiding officer’s ruling. Rule 203(2) provides that in carrying out its function, the Subcommittee may exercise such powers contained in Rule 167, as it may require. This rule deals with general powers of committees. 

Rule 172(1)(d) empowers the Subcommittee to determine its own working arrangements. Furthermore, in terms of Rule 179(1) read with Rule 203(4), the Subcommittee decides on a question before it by consensus and is accountable to the National Assembly Rules Committee. The Subcommittee’s report on the events of 9 and 10 June 2022 is ready and can now be considered by the Rules Committee (report attached).
5.
Reports on the responses by Ministers regarding unanswered questions


NA Rule 136 provides that the Speaker must in consultation with the Rules Committee establish a system to monitor and report regularly to the House on questions that have been endorsed as unanswered on the Question Paper in terms of Rules 143(2), 144(5) and 146(3). 

In terms of the mechanism for monitoring of replies to questions adopted by the Rules Committee and as published in the ATC of 25 August 2021, a report on the responses by Ministers regarding unanswered questions must be submitted to the Rules Committee for information and published in the ATC for the information of members. Two reports have been published in the ATC on 3 March and 28 April 2022, and were sent to the Rules Committee. 

A report on reasons for delayed replies is attached for consideration of the Rules Committee. 

6. 
Dates proposed for Rules Committee meetings


Two further meetings are planned, in addition to the meeting of 2 September, as follows:
Mid October for matters emanating from the Subcommittee on Review of Assembly Rules.
October 2022 for processing of the Zondo Commission report.
[image: image1][image: image2.png]\\(‘;)) PARLIAMENT



